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“ be forthwith reftored to him.” To which the 
Committee anfwered , “ That the two Houfes had 
“ made ufe of his Majefty’s own Revenue but in 
“ a very fmall proportion , which in a good part 
“ had been employed in the maintenance of his Chil- 
“ dren, according to the allowance eftablifhed by 
“ himfelf. Add the Houfes would fatisfy what fhould 

* remain due to his Majefty of thofe Sums,, which 
“ they had received; and would leave the fame to 
“ him for ihe time to come. And they defired like— 
ct wife, that his Majefty would reflore , what had 

been taken for his ufe, upon any of the Bills 
,c afligned to other purpofes by feveral Ads of Par- 

liament, or out of theprovifion made for the War 
<c of Ireland: That all the Arms, and Ammunition 
“ taken out of his Magazines fhould be delivered 
“ into his Stores, and whatfoever fliould be wanting 
“ they would fupply in kind , according to the Pro- 
“ portions they had received : but they propofed , 

“ the Perfons, to whofe charge thofe public Maga- 
** zines fhould be committed, being nominated by 
** his Majefty , might be fuch , as the two Houfes of ’ 
'* Parliament might Confide in, and that his Ma- 
K jefly would rcftore all fuch Arms and Ammuni- 
** tion, as had been taken for his ufe, from the 
“ feveral Counties, Cities, and Towns. 

“ That the two Houfes would remove the Gar- 
“ rifons out of all Towns, and Forts in their hands, 

“ wherein there were no Garrifons before thefe 
“ Troubles, and flight all Fortifications made fmce 
“ that time and thofe ToAyns, and Forts, to con- 

* tinue in the fame condition they were in before ; 
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OF THE REBELLION. 3 

and that thofe Garrifons fhould not be renewed, 
or the Fortifications repaired without confent of 
his IMajefty, and both Houfes of Parliament. 
ThattheTowns, andForts, which were within 
the jurifdidtion of the Cinque - Ports, fhould be 
delivered into the hands of fuch a Noble Perfon, 
as the King fhould appoint to be Warden of the 
Cinque -Ports, being fuch a one as they fhould 
Confide in. That Portfmouth fhould be reduced to 
the number of the Garrifon , as was at that time 
when the Lords and Commons undertook the cuf- 
tody of it; and that all other Forts , Cattles, and 
Towns, in which Garrifons had been kept, and 
had been fince the beginning of thefe Troubles 
taken into Their care, and cuftody , fhould be 
reduced to the fame eftablifhment , they had in 
the year 1635, and fhould be fo continued ; and 
that all thofe Towns, Forts, and Cattles, fhould 
be delivered up into the hands of fuch Perfons of 
Quality , and Truft, to be likewife nominated 
by his Majefly , as the two Houfes fhould Confide 
in. That the Warden of the Cinque Ports, and all 
Governors, and Commanders of Towns, Cattles, 
andForts, fhould keep the fame Towns, Caflles, 
andForts, refpe&ively, for the Service of hisMa- 
jefty , and the fafety of the Kingdom ; and that 
they fhould not admit into them any Foreign 
Forces, or any other Forces raifed without his 
Majefty’s Authority, and Confent of the two 
Houfes of Parliament; and they fhould ufe their 
utmoft endeavour, to fupprefs all Forces what- 
foever raifed without fuch Authority, and 
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o o n c< Confent; and they (hould feize all Arms, and 
Tit, “ Ammunition, provided for any fuch Forces. 

“ They likewife propofed to the King that he 
would remove the Garrifon out of New-Cajlle, and 
“ all other Towns, Caftles, and Forts, where any 
“ Garrifons had been placed by him fmee thefe 
“ Troubles; and that the Fortifications might be 
“ likewife flighted, and the Towns and Forts left id 
“ fuch ftate as they were in the year 1636; and that 
all other Towns and Caftles in his hands, wherein 
“ there had been formerly Garrifons , might be com- 
4 ‘ mitted to fuch Perfons nominated by him, as the 
“ Houfes (hould Confide in , and under fuch Inftruc- 
** tions as were formerly mentioned ; and that the 
“ new Garrifons (hould not be renewed , or the F'or- 
* c tifications repaired, without the confent of the 
“ King and both Houfes of Parliament. That the 

* Ships (hould be delivered into the charge of fuch 
“ a Noble Perfon , as the King (hould nominate to 
“ be Lord High - Admiral of England , and the two 

* Houfes Confide in ; who (hould receive that 
“ Office by Letters - Patent, quamdiu fe bene gejjerit t 

* and {hould have power to nominate, and appoint 
“ all Subordinate Commanders and Officers, and 
“ have all other powers appertaining to the Office 

* of High- Admiral ; which Ships he (hould employ 
* £ for the defence of the Kingdom, againftall Foreign 

* Forces whatfoever, and for thefafeguard ofMer- 
“ chants, fecuring of Trade, and the guarding of 
“ Ireland , and the intercepting of all fupplies to be 
<c carried to the Rebels; and (hould ufe his utmoft en- 
" deavours to fupprefs all Forces, which (hould be 
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K raifed by any Perfon without his Majefty’s Antho- 
C£ rity, and Confent of the Lords and Commons in 
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“ Parliament, and (hould feize all Arms, and Am- 
“ munition , provided for fupply of any fuch Forces. 

To this Anfwer, by which they required at lead 
to go whole Sharers with him in his Sovereignty, 
the King replied, “That he knew not what pro- 
** portion of his Revenue had been made ufe of by 

* his two Houfes , but he had reafon to believe , if 
“ much of it had not been ufed, very much remained 
“ ftill in their hands; his whole Revenue being fo 
“ flopped, and feized on, by the orders of one or 

* both Houfes, even to the taking of his Money 

* out of his Exchequer, and Mint, and Bonds 
“ (forced from his Cofferer’s Clerk) for theProvifions 
“ of his Houfehold; that very little had come to his 
“ ufe for his own fupport, but he would be well 
“ contented to allow whatfoever had been employed 

* in the maintenance of his Children, and to receive 
“ the Arrears due to himfelf, and to be fure of his 
w own for the future. He was likewife willing to 
“ reftore all Monies taken for his ufe, by any Au- 
“ thority from him , upon any Bills affigned to othejr 
K purpofes, being allured he had received very little 
“ or nothing that way: and he expedled likewife, 
" that fatisfadlion fhould be made by them for all 
“ thofe feveral vafl Sums, received, and diverted 
“ to other purpofes, by orders of one or both Houfes, 
“ which ought to have been paid by the Adi of Paci- 
“ fication to his Subjedts of Scotland , or employed 

* for the difeharge of the debts of the Kingdom; or, 
“ by other Adis of Parliament, for the relief of his 
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6 THE HI STORY 

“ poorProtcftant Subjects in //•e/anrf. Forwhatcon. 
“ cerncd his Magazines, he was content that all the 
w Arms, and Ammunition, taken out of his Ma- 
“ gazines, which did remain in the hands of both 
“ Houfes, or of Perfons employed by them , fhould 
“ be, as foon as the Treaty was concluded, deli- 
** vered into the Tower of London; and that what- 
“ foever (hould be wanting of the Proportions taken 
by them; (hould be fupplied by them, with all 
“ convenient fpeed in kind ; which, he faid , (hould 
be committed to , and continued in , the Cuftody 
“ of the fworn Officers, to whofe places the fame 
“ belonged: And if any of thofe Officers had already 
“ forfeited, or hereafter fhould forfeit that Truft, 
“ by any mifdemeanours , his Majefty would by no 
“ means defend them from the Juftice of the Law. 
“ That he always intended toreftore fuch Arms, and 
(c Ammunition, which he had been compelled to 
u take from any Perfons, and Places, when his 
“ own had been taken from him; and would make 
w them recompence as foon as his own Stores were 
tc reftored to him. 

“ To whatfoever they propofcd for the (lighting 
ct all Fortifications, and reducing all Garrifons, 
(c which had been made fince the beginning of 
the Troubles, and leaving them in' the State 
<c they were before, the King fully, and abfo- 
cc lut Jy confcnted ; and that the old Caftles, and 
“ Garrifons, fhould be reduced to their Ancient 
a proportion, and eftablifhment ; but for the Go- 
a vernors. and Commanders of them , he faid, that 
“ the Cinque • Ports were already in the Cuftody of 
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* a Noble Perfon, againft whom he knew no juft 0 o o K. 

K exception, and who had fuch a legal intereft VII, 

n therein, that he could not, with Juftice, remove 
tc him from it until foroe fufficient caufe were made fc 
* c appear to him: But he was very willing, if he 
“ fhould at any time be found guilty of any thing 
“ that might make him unworthy of that Truft, 

* that he might be proceeded againft according to 
the Rules of Juftice. That the Government of the 

“ Town of Porlfmouth, and all other Forts, Cattles, 

* and Towns, as were formerly kept by Garrifons, 

* fhould be put into the hands of fuch Perfons, 

“ againft whom no juft exceptions could be made; 

“ all of them being, before thefe Troubles, by 
<c Letters Patents granted to feveral Perfons, againft 
** any of whom he knew not any exceptions, who 
K fhould be remowed if juft caufe fhould be given 
“ for the fame. The Warden of the Cinque- Ports, 

“ and all other Governors , and Commanders of the 
K Towns, andCaftles, fhould keep their Charges , 

“ as by the Law they ought to do . and For the 
“ King’s fervice, and fafcty of the Kingdom ; and 
tc they fhould not admit into any of them Foreign 
“ Forces, or other Forces raifed, or brought into 
<c them contrary to the Law; but fhould ufe their 
“ utmoft endeavours to fupprefs fuch Forces, and 
“ fhould feize all Arms, and Ammunition, which 
“ by the Laws, and Statutes of the Kingdom , they 
w ought to feize. 

To that part which concerned the Ships, the King - 
* told them , “ that he expe&ed his own Ships fhould 
“ be delivered to him , as by the Law they ought 
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o o K “ to be; »nd that when he fhould think fit to no- 
yn. minate a Lord High-Admiral of England, it fhould 
,c be fuch aPerfon againll whom no jufl exception 
4 ,c could be made; and jf any Ihould be, he would 
* c always leave him to his due Trial , and Exami- 
nation; and he would grant his Office to him by 
“ fuch Letters * Patent ■, as had been ufed. In the 
“ mean time he would govern the Admiralty by 
a Commiffion , as had been in all times accuftomed ; 
cc and whatfoever Ships Ihould be fent out by Him* 
'* “ or his Authority, Ihould be employed for thede- 

fence of the Kingdom againll all Foreign Forces 
“ whatfoever , for the Safeguard of Merchants, Se- 
curing of Trade, Guarding of Ireland , and the 
<c Intercepting of all Supplies to be carried to the 
“ Rebels; and they Ihould ufe their utmoft endea- 
“ vours to fupprefs all Forces , which Ihould be 
“ railed, by any Perfon whatfoever, againft the 
ec Laws and Statutes of the Kingdom , and to feize 
ec all Arms and Ammunition provided forthefupply 
“ of any fuch Forces. 

It is evident to all Men where the difference now 
lay between them . being whether the King would 
referve the difpofal of thofe Offices and Places of 
Trull to Himfelf , which all Kings had enjoyed , and 
was indeed a part of his Regality, or whether he 
would be content with fuch a Nomination, as, being 
, to pafs, and depend upon their approbation, no Man 

Ihould ever be admitted to them, who was nomi- 
nated by Him. The Committee, upon his Majefly’s 
Anfwer, defired to know, “ whether he did intend, 
:c that both Houfes Ihould exprefs Their confidence 
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u of the Perfons, to whofe truft thofe places were book 
“ to be committed; for that they were directed by VII. 
c£ their Inftrudions, that, if his Majefty was pleafed 
“ to affent thereunto, and to nominate Perfons of , . 

<£ Quality to receive the charge of them, that they 
“ fhould certify it to both Houfes of Parliament, that 
“ thereupon they might exprefs their confidence in 
C£ thofe Perfons, or humbly defire his Majefty to 
“ name others, none of which Perfons to be re-‘ 

** moved during three years nextenfuing, without 
“ juft caufe to be approved by both Houfes ; and if 
“ any fhould be fo removed, or die within that 
' “ fpace, the Perfons, to be put in their places, to 

“ be fuch, as the two Houfes fhould Confide in.” 

The King anfwered , “that He did not intend, that 
“ the Houfes fhould exprefs Their confidence of the 
, a Perfons , to whofe trufts thofe places fhould be 

ct committed, but only that they fhould have liberty, ^ 

“ upon any juft exception , to proceed againft any 
* " fuch Perfons according to Law; his Majefty 
“ being refolved not to Proted them againft the 
££ public Juftice. When any of the places fhould be 
“ void, he well knew the Nomination, and free 
££ Eledion of thofe, who fhould fucceed, to be a. 

“ right belonging to, and inherent in his Majefty; 

<£ and having been enjoyed by all his Royal Pro- 
u genitors , he could not believe his well affeded 
“ Subjeds defired to limit him in that Right; and 
<£ defired they would be fatisfied with thisAnfwer, 

“ or give him any reafons to alter his Refohition, 

<£ and he would comply with them. , 

.They told him , “ there could be no good and 
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THE HISTORY 

firm Peace hoped for , if there were not a cure 
found out for the Fears and Jealoufies; and they 
knew none fure, but This which they had pro- 
pofed.” The King replied, “that he rather ex- 
pected reafons grounded upon Law, to have 
fhowed him, by the Law, that he had not that 
Right he pretended, or that they had a Right Su- 
perior to His, in what was now in queftion ; or 
that they would have Ihowed him fome legal 
reafon, why the Perfons trufted by him were in- 
capable of fuch a trull; than that they would only 
have infilled upon Fears , and Jealoufies, of which 
as he knew no ground , fo he mull be ignorant of 
the Cure. That the Argument they ufed might 
extend to the depriving him of, or at leafl fharing 
with him in, all his juft Regal Power ; fince ? 
Power, as well as Forces, might be the objeCl 
of Fears and Jealoufies, and there would be always 
a Power left to hurt, whilft there was. any left 
to proteCl and defend.”. He told them , ■* if he had 
as much inclination, as he had more right, to 
Fears and Jealoufies, he might with more reafon 
have infilled upon an addition of Power, as a 
Security to enable him to keep his Forts, when 
he had them ; fince it appeared it was not fo great , 
but that they had been able to take them from him, 
than they to make any difficulty to reftore 
them to him in the fame cafe they were before. 
But, he faid, as he was himfelf content with , fo, 
he took God to Witnefs, his greateft defire was, 
to obferve always and maintain the Law of the 

Land ; and expeCted the fame from his Subjects; 
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OF THE REBELLION. n 

“ and believed the mutual obfervance of that Rule, book 
“ and neither of them to fear what the Law feared vil. 

“ not, to be, on both parts, a better Cure for that 
“ dangerous difeafe of Fears and Jealoufies, and a 
“ better means to eftablilh a happy and perpetual 
“ Peace , than for him to dived himfelf of thofe truds, 

“ which the Law of the Land had fettled in the . - . 

“ Crown alone, to preferve the Power, and Dig- 
“ nity of the Prince, for the better Protection of 
“ the Subject, and of the Law, and to avoid thofe 
“ dangerous didradions , which the Intered of any r 
“ Sharers with him would have infallibly produced.” ' . * 

The Committee neither offered to Anfwer his Ma- 
jedy’s reafons , nor to oppofe other reafons to weigh 
againd them; but only faid, “ That they were 
“ commanded by their Indrudions, to infid upon 
“ the defires of both Houfes formerly expreffed.” 

To which the King made no other Anfwer, “than 
“ that he conceived it all the Judice in the world for 
“ him to infid, that what was by Law his own, and 
“ had been contrary to Law taken from him, fhould 
“ be fully redored to him, without conditioning to 
“ impofeany new limitations upon Him, orhisMinif- 
“ ters, which were not formerly required from them 
“ by the Law; and he thought it mod unreafonable, 

“ to be preffed to diminilh his own jud Rights Him- 
“ felf, becaufe Others had violated and ufurped 
“ them.” This was the Sum of what paffed in the 
Treaty upon that Propofition. 

To the fird Propofition of the two Houfes, “That 
“ his Majedy would be pleafed to difband his 
“ Armies, as They likewife would be ready t» 
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o o K * difband all their Forces, which they had railed. 
Till “ and that he would be pleafed to return to his Par- 
“ liamcnt:” The King Anfwered , “that he was a* 

* ready and willing that all Armies fhould be dif- 

* banded, as any Perfon whatfoever; and con- 

* ceived the,beftway to it, would be a happy and 
“ fpeedy conclufion of the prefcnt Treaty; which, 
* c if both Houfcs would contribute as much as He 

* would do to it, would be fuddenly effeded. And 
as he defired nothing more than to be with his two 

" HoufeS, fo he would repair thither as foon as he 

* could poflibly do it with his Honor, and Safety.” 
The Committee afked him, “ if by a happy and 

“ fpeedy conclufion of the prefent Treaty, he in- 
w tended a conclufion upon the two firft Propofi- 
K tions , or a conclufion of the Treaty in all the 

* Propofitions'of both parts.” The King, who well 
knew it would be very ungracious to deny the dif- 
banding of the Armies , till all the Propofitions were 
agreed , fome whereof would require much time, 
anfwered , “ that he intended fuch a conclufion of , 
“ or in the Treaty, as there might be a clear evidence 

* toHimfelf, and his Subjeds , of a future Peace , 
ct and no ground leftfor the continuance , or growth 
cc ofthofe bloody Diffenfions; which , he doubted 

< ‘ “ notmight be obtained, if both Houfeswould con- 
ct fent that the Treaty fhould proceed without farther 
“ interruption, or limitation of days.” They afked 
him, “ What he intended fhould be a clearevidence 
/** to him, and his good Subjeds , of a future Peace, 
“ and no grpund leftfor the continuance, and growth 
“ of thofe bloody Diffenfions ? His Majefty told 
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“ them, if the conclufion of the prefent Treaty upon 
tc his firft Propofuion , and the firft Proportion of 
“ both Houfes, Ihould be fo full, and perfedly 
“ made, that the Law of the Land might have a full, 

“ free, and uninterrupted courfe , for the defence, 

“ and prefervation of the Rights of his Majefty, and 
“ of Themfelves , and the reft of his Subjeds, there 
* would be thence a clear evidence to Him , and all 
“ Men, of a future Peace ; and it would be fucha 
“ conclufion as he intended, never meaning that 
“ both Armies fhould remain undilbanded until the 
“ Propofitions on both fides were fully concluded.” 
To the other claufe of their own Propofttion con- 
cerning the King’s return to the Parliament, they faid, 

“ they had no Inftrudions to treat upon it which 
the King much wondered at; and finding that they 
had no other Authority , to Treat, or Debate what 
■was neceffary to be done in order to difbanding, but 
only to prefs him to appoint a day for the adual dif. 
banding; and that the Forces in the North, where 
He had a great Army, and They had none, might 
be firft difbanded, he endeavoured to draw them to 
fome Proportions upon his return to the Parliament ; 
from whence expedients would naturally refult , if 
they purfued that heartily , which would conclude a 
general Peace. And it feemed very ftrange , that, 
after fo many difcourfes of the King’s abfence.from 
the Houfes, from whence they had taught the People 
to believe , that moft of the prefent Evils flowed, and 
proceeded, when a Treaty was now entered upon , 
and that was a part of their own firft Propofition, that 
their Committee ihould have no Inftrudions or iV> 
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boor Authority to Treat upon it. After this, they received 
VII. new Inftru&ions , “ to declare to his Majefty the 
“ defire ot both Houfes , for his coming to his Par- 
" liament; which, they faid, they bad often exprefied 
“ with full offers of fecurity to his Royal Perfon, 
“ agreeable to their Duty and Allegiance, andchey 
“ knew no caufe why he might not repair thither 
■* with Honor, and Safety.” When the King found 
• he could not engage them in that Argument to make 
any particular Overture , or Invitation to him , and 
that the Committee, who expreffed willingncfs 
enough, had not in truth the leaf! power to promote, 
or contribute to an accommodation, left they fhould 
make the People believe, that he had a defire to con- 
tinue the War, becaufe he confented not to their 
Propofition of difbanding the Armies , he feut this 
Meflage , by an exprefs of his own, to the two 
Houfes , after he had firft communicated it to their 
Committee. 

Oxford April 12 th 1643. 

Hi* Mijefty'f “ To fhow to the whole world , how earneftly 
Menage to th«« his Majefty longs for Peace, and that no fuccefs 
raa ^ e him defire the continuance of his Army 
“ to any other end, or for any longer time, than 
“ that, and until, things may be fo fettled, as that 
“ the Law may have a full, free, and uninterrupted 
“ courfe , for the Defence, and Prefervation of the 
“ Rights of his Majefty, both Houfes, and his 
“ good Subjeds : 

1. “ As foon as his Majefty is fatisfied in his firft 
“ Propofition, concerning his own Revenue, Ma- 
“ gazines , Ships , and Forts , in which he defires 
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nothing, but that the juft, known, legal Rights b 
of his Majefty ( devolved to him from his Proge- 
nitors ) and of the Perfons trufted by him, which 
have violently been taken from both, be reftored 
unto Him, and unto Them; unlefs any juft and 
legal exception againft any of the Perfons trufted 
by him ( which are yet unknown to his Majefty ) 
can be made appear to him : 

2. “ As foon as all the Members of both Houfes 

fhall be reftored to the fame capacity of Sitting, 
and Voting in Parliament, as they had upon the 
firft of January 1641 ; the fame, of right , belong- 
ing unto them by their birth - rights, and the 
free Eledion of thofe that lent them ; and having 
been Voted from them for adhering to his Majefty 
in thefe diftradions; his Majefty not intending 
that this fhould extend either to the Bilhops , whofc 
Votes have been taken away by Bill, or to fuch, 
in whofe places, upon new Writs, new Eledions 
have been made: *. 

3. “ As foon as his Majefty, and both Houfes, may 
be fecured from fuch tumultuous Affemblies , as • 
to the great breach of the Privileges , and the 
high difhonor of Parliaments, have formerly Af. 
fembled about both Houfes , and awed the Mem- 
bers of the fame ; and occafioned two feveral 
Complaints from the Lords Houfe, and two feve- 
ral defires of that Houfe to the Houfe of Commons, 
to join in a Declaration againft them ; the com- 
plying with which defire might have prevented 
all thefe miferable diftradions, which have en- 
fued ; which fecurity , his Majefty conceive*, 


0 o R 
vil. 


* 

* . 


r\ 


Digitized by Google 


.4 


4 



V T 


6 THE HISTORY. 

can be only fettled by adjourning the Parliament 
to fome other place, at the leaf! twenty IYlilcs 
from London , the choice of which his Majefty 
leaves to both Houfes. 

“ His Majefty will moll cheerfully and readily 
confent, that both Armies be immediately dif- 
banded , and give a prefent meeting to both his 
Houfes of Parliament at the time, and place, at, 
and to which, the Parliament lhall be agreed to 
be Adjourned : His Majefty being moft confident, 
that the Law will then recover due credit and 
cftimation ; and that upon a free Debate , in a full 
and peaceable Convention of Parliament , fuch 
provifions will be made againft feditious Preach- 
ing, and Printing againft his Majefty, and the 
eftablifhed Laws, which have been one of the 
Chief caufes of the prefent diftradions , and fuch 
care will be taken concerning the Legal , and 
known Rights of his Majefty, and the Property, 
and Liberty of his Subjects , that whatfoever hath 
been publilhed, or done, in or by color of any 
illegal Declaration , Ordinance, or Order of one 
or both Houfes, or any Committee of either of 
them, and particularly the power to raife Armies 
without his Majefty ’s confent , will be in fuch 
manner recalled, difclaimed, and provided againft, 
that no feed will remain for the like to fpring out 
of for the future , to difturb the Peace of the King- 
dom, and to endanger the very being of it. And 
in fuch a Convention his Majefty is refolved, by 
his readinefs to confent to whatfoever {ball be pro- 
pofed to him, by Bill, for the real good of his 
, ' . * * Subjeds 
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** Subjeds (and particularly for the better difeovery, BOO 
,l ar.d fpeedier conviction of Recufants ; for the VII. 
“ Education of the Children ofPapifts by Proteftants 
“ in the Proteftant Religion ; for the prevention of 
“ practices of Papifts .again ft the State; and the due 
“ Execution of the Laws, and true levying of the 
K Penalties againft them* j to make known to all the 

“ world, bow caufelefs thofe Fears, and Jealoufies 

■> 

** have been, which have been raifed againft him; 

* and by that fo diffracted this miferable Kingdom. 

And if this Offer of his Majcfty be not confented 

“ to (in which he Aiks nothing for which there is 
“ not apparent Juftice on his fide,, and in which he 
“ defers many things highly concerning both Him- 
* c felf, and People, till a full , and peaceable Con- 

* vention of Parliament r which in Juftice he might 
now require ) his Majcfty is confident, that it 

w will Then appear to all the world , not only Who 
“ is moft defirous of Peace, and Whofe fault it is 
“ that both Armies are not now difibanded; but 
** Who have been the true and firftcaufe, that this 
Peace was ever interrupted, or thofe Armies raifed, 

“ and the beginning, or continuance of the War; 
and the deftrudion , and defolation of this poor 
Kingdom (which is too likely to enfue ) will not 

* by the moft interefted, paflionate, or prejudicate « 

“ Perfon, be imputed to his Majefty.” 

To this Meffage the two Houfes returned no 
Anfwcr to the King, but required the Committee 
to return to Wejhnin/icr ( having been in Oxford with 
his Majefty juft twenty days) with fuch pofitive 
circumllances, that the Houfe of Commons injoined 
V01.. VI, C 
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Their Members to begin their Journey the fame day; 
which they obeyed ; though it was fo late, that 
they were forced to very inconvenient Accommo- 
dations; and at their return, fome of them were 
looked upon with great Jealoufy. as Perfons engaged 
by the King, and difinclined to the Parliament; 
and this Jealoufy prevailedJb far, that IVIr, Martin 
opened a Letter from the Earl of Northumberland to 
his own Lady, prefuming he fhould therein have 
d fcovered fome combination ; and this infolence 
was not di Hiked. 

Many were of opinion , that the King was too 
fevere in this Treaty , and infilled too much upon 
what is his own by Right , and Law ; and that if he 
would have diftributed Offices and Places, liberally 
to particular Men , which had been a condefcenfion 
in Policy to be fubmitted to, he might have been 
repoflefTed of his own Power. And I have heard this 
ailed ged by many, who at that time were extremely 
violent againft all fuch Artifices. The Committee 
them fi Ives (who, at that time perfectly abhorred , the 
proceedings of the Parliament, or rather the power , 
and fuperiority of the Earl of FJfex) feemed exceed- 
ingly defirous of fuch an accommodation , as all 
good Mendefired; and to believe , that if the King 
would have cordefeended fo far, as to nominate 
the Earl of Northumberland to be Lord High-Admiral 
that it would have made fo great a divifion in the 
Houfes, that the T reaty would have been continued, 
ami his Majefty been fatisfied in all the other Propo- 
fitions. And the Karl of Northumberland . to private 
triends , did make as full Profcflions of future 
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Service to his Majefty, and as ample Recognitions i 
of part Errors , and IMi (lakes , as could reafonably 
be expe&ed from a wary Nature , before he could 
be fure what reception fuch Profeflions, and Vows 
would find. But the King thought the Power and 
Intered of that Committee would be able to do little, 
if it could not prevail for the enlarging the time of 
the Treaty, in which they feemcd heartily to engage 
themfelves. And he was refolved at lead to have a 
probable Afiurance of the cOnclufion , before he 
would offer fuch concedions, as taking no effedt 
might prove prejudicial to him : As particularly, 
the nominating the Earl of Northumberland to be 
Admiral (though he would willingly have doneit, 
as the price and pledge of an Honorable Peace) 
would have difcontented all who had , how un- 
reafonably foever , promifed themfelves that prefer- 
ment ; and many would Jiave imputed it to an un- 
feafonable eafinefs ( from which imputation it con- 
cerned the King, at that time, as much to purge 
himfelf, as of unmercifulnefs and revenge) upon 
proraifes, and hopes, to have re admitted a Man to 
a charge , and trud , he had fo fatally betrayed , 
and broken, aggind as folemn promifes , and obli- 
gations, at the lead, as he could now enter into; 
and therefore it concerned the King to be fure of 
fome advantage , in lieu of this vifible hazard. 

I am one of thofe, who do believe , that this obli- 
gation , at this time , laid upon the Earl of Nor- 
thumberland , with fuch other circumdances of kind- 
nefs , as would have been fit to accompany it, 
would have met real gratitude , and faithfulnefs in 
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O o k Him (for as, originally, he had, I am pcrfuaded, 
VH. no evil purpofes again ft the King; fo he had now 
fufficient difdain and indignation againftthofe who 
got him to tread their Ways, when he had not their 
Ends) and that it would have made fome rent and 
divifion in the two Hotlfes ( which could not but 
have produced fome benefit to the King) and that it 
might probably have procured fome few days addi- 
tion for the continuance of the Treaty ; the avowed 
*' ground of denying it, being, becaufc the King had 
not , in the lead degree , confcnted to any one thing 
propofed by them: but, I confefs, I cannot enter- 
tain any imagination , that it would have produced 
a Peace, or given the King any advantage, or be- 
nefit in the War : what inconvenience it might have 
produced hath been touched before. For, befides 
that the ftirring and A&ive Party, who carried on 
the War, were neither gracious to the Earl of Nor- 
thumberland, nor He to them, their Favorite at Sea 
being then the Earl of lVarnici, who bad the pof- 
feflion of the Fleet, and whom alone they believed 
fit to be truflecl with the Navy; whoever calls to 
mind, what was done in the Houfes, during the 
time of the Treaty, and by Their diredhons ; that by 
. their own Authority they dire&ed all the Lands of 

Bifliops, Deans and Chapters, to be fequeftered, 
and inhibited their Tenants to pay any Rent to them ; 
that under pretence of fearching for Arms, and 
taking away fuperflitious Pidures, theycaufed the 
Queen’s Chapel at Soruerjct-Houie ( where Are was 
to exercife her devotion , if they ever meant flic 
fhould return again to London ) to be moft licen- 
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tioufly rifled ; in which Licence with impunity, her 
Lodgings were plundered, and all her furniture, 
and goods of value, taken away and embezzled; 
that there was an Order made in the Houfe of Com* 
mons , when They fent Their Meflengers every day 
to Oxford without any Formality, or Control, “that 
“ whatfoever Perfon fliould come from Oxjord , 
“ or any part of the King’s Army to London , or the 
“ parts adjacent, without the Warrant of both 
“ Houfes of Parliament, or of the Lord General, the 
“ Earl of LJJex , hefhould be apprehended as a Spy 
“ and Intelligencer, and be proceeded againft accord* 
“ ing to the rules and grounds of War;” by Virtue 
of which Order of the Houfe of Commons only, 
and without any communication that notice might 
be taken of it , a Servant of the King’s , for difeharg- 
ing the duty of his place , was executed ; which fhall 
be anon remembered ; all which, except the execu- 
tion of that Man , was tranfa&ed during the time of 
the Treaty at Oxford. 

Whofoever remembers , the other Proportion 
upon which the Treaty was founded , and the Bills 
then prefented to the King for his Royal Aflent; 
that there was no unreafonable thing demanded in 
the nineteen Propofitions, which was not compre- 
hended in thefe fourteen, and many additions made 
that were not in the former; that they demanded 
the total abolition and extirpation of Arch - Bifhops, 
Bilhops , Deans and Chapters , and the whole frame 
of the Government of the Church; and another Bill 
lor the calling an Affembly of Divines, nominated 
by themfelves (which was a preemption , as con- 
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trary to the Policy and Governmentof the Kingdom , 
as the moft extravagant Aft they had done ) con- 
fining of Perfons the mod deeply engaged in the 
moft unwarrantable Acts that had been done; and 
yet his Mujefty was required to promife to pafs 
fuch other Hills for fettling of Church-Government, 
as, upon confultation with that -\ffemblv of Divines, 
fliould be refolved on by both Hoofe* of Parliament : 
That all the other Bills then preh nted to the King 
for his Royal AfTent, and infilled on by iheir fourth 
Propolition , though they had fpecious and popular 
Titles , contained many Claulcs in them contrary 
to common bquity, and the Right of the Subjeft , 
and introduced proceedings very different from the 
known Juffice of the Kingdom; and therefore, 
bsfides the time, and circumftanees of the puffing 
thofe Adis ( when the Nation was in blood) not like 
to meet with his IVlaje fly's Approbation; I fay, 
whofoever remembers, and coi fiders all this (to 
fay nothing of the limitations by which their Com- 
mittee weic bound, without any power of debating, 
or other rapacity than to deliver the Refolutions of 
the two Houfes, and to receive the King’s Anfwer, 
which might as effeftually have been done , by any 
one fingle ordinary IMeflenger ) cannot , I conceive , 
believe, that the King's confenting to makeany one 
Perfon among them High- Admiral of England , 
would have been a means to have reflored the King, 
dom to a prefent Peace , arid the King to his juft 
Rightsand Authority And if all thefe confiderations 
be not fufficient to render that fuppofition impro- 
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bable , that, which follows next in order of Story, BOOK 
will abundantly confute it. vil. 

On Saturday the 15 th of April , which was the very 
day on which the Treaty expired at Oxford , being 
the lad of the twenty days which were fird afligned , 
and to which no importunity of the King’s could 
procure an Addition, the Earl of EJfe x marched The *»ri of 
with hi? whole Army from Windfor , and fat down f o n g X e( ™ a g Che ‘ 
before Reading ; which preparation would not have R. a <iing 
been fo exadtly made, and the refolution fo punc- * h pr , I j|' J b ' il, 0 K f 
tually taken , if they had mearit any reafonable con- th4 TreitJ . 
ceflions from the King fliould have fruflrated that 
Vad charge, and determined all farther Contentions. 

The Earl had never before been in. the head of fo 
gallant an Army, which confided of about fixteen 
thoufand Foot, and above three thoufand Horfe, 
in as good an Equipage, and fupplied with all things 
neceffary for a Siege , as could be expedted from an 
Enemy which knew no wants, and had the Com- 
mand of the Tower of London, and all other Stores 
of the Kingdom. In the Town were above three 
thoufand Foot , and a Regiment of Horfe confiding 
of near three hundred ; the Fortifications were very 
mean to endure a formed Siege, being made only 
tofecure a Winter-Quarter, and never intended for 
a danding Garrifon. And it is very true , that it was 
refolved at a Council of War at Oxford , “ that before 
“ the end of April" (before which time it was con- 
ceived the Enemy would not adventure to take the 
Field ) “ Sir Arthur AJlon (hould flight thofe Works, 
l * and draw off his Garrifon to the King;” and that 
which made it lets able to bear a Siege , than the 
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BOOK wcaknefs of their Works, was their want of Arn-' 
Vli. munition ; for they had not forty Barrels of Powder; 
which could have heldabriOcand a daring Enemy 
but a fhort time. And as this defed proceeded not 
from want of forefight, fo it was not capable of 
being fupplied , at lead in that proportion as was 
worthy the name of a Supply. For the King had no 
Port to Friend, by which he could bring Ammuni- 
tion to Oxford ; neither had he been yet able to fet 
up any Manufadure for any confidcrable fupply. 
So that what he brought up with him after the 
Battle of Edge-hill , which was the remainder of the 
four hundred Barrels brought by the Ship called the 
Prov deuce , before the fctting up of his Standard, 
had fcrved for all his expeditions , being diflributed 
into the feveral Garrifons; and was flill to furnifh 
all his growing occafions; and that Magazine now 
at Reading ( which was no greater than is before 
mentioned) was yet double to what was in any 
other place, Oxford only excepted; wherein, at 
this time, there was not above one hundred Barrels 
of Powder, and in no one place Match proportion- 
able to that little Powder; And this defed is whole- 
ly to be imputed to the lownefs , and ftraitnefs of 
the King’s condition ; for there was no want of 
induftry, but all imaginable care and pains taken to 
prevent, and fupply it. 

Notwithftunding all thcfe difficulties, the Town 
‘ looked upon the Enemy with Courage and Con- 
tempt enough; and to fay the truth, both Officers 
and Soldiers were as good, as in the infancy of a 
War could be expcded ; and they had go appre-. 
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henfion of want of Visual, with which they were BOOK 
abundantly ttored. • The Soldiers without, were, Vii. 
for the inott part, newly levied, and few of their 
Officers acquainted with the way and order of Af- 
faultjng Towns; and this was the firft Siege that 
happened in England Upon the firft fitting down 
before it, af er they had taken a full View of ihe •' • 
ground , their General advifed with his Council of 
War, in what, manner he fliould proceed , whether 
byAflault, orAppioach; in which there was great 
diversity of opinions “ The Works were weak; 

<f the Number of the AlTailants fufficient ; all mate- 
tc rials in readinefs ; they believed the Soldiers in the 
“ T own full of Apprehenfions , and a very confi-, 

** derable Party of the Inhabitants difaffc&ed to the 
w Garrifon , who in the time of a Storm would be 
able to beget a great diftra&ion. They might be 
“ able to Storm it in fo many places at once , that 
tc the number of the Soldiers within would not be 
“ able to defend a’l ; and if they prevailed in any 
“ One, their whole Body of Horfe might filter, 

“ and be immediately Matters of the Town II they 
“ prevailed this way, their Army would have that 
“ Reputation, and carry that terror with it, that 
“ no power of the King’s would hereafter be able to 
“ abide it ; but they might march over the Kingdom, 

“ and fubdue every part of it ; whereas if they de- 
“ layed their work , and proceeded by way of Ap- 
“ preach , thofe in the Town would recover heart, 

“ and after they had digefted the prefent Fears and 
“ Apprehenfions, contemn their danger ; and their 
“ ©\yn Soldiers, who were yet frefh and vigorous, 
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“ would every day abate in Courage, and their 

* Numbers in a few week' leflen as much by ficknefs 
“ and duty, as they Ihould probably do by an Af- 
“ fault.” On the other hand it was objected, “that 
“ the Army confided moft of new Levies” (and in 
truth there were not, of all that gallant Army that ' 
was at Edge-hill, among the Foot, three thoufaod 
Men ) “ who would be hardly brought to begin 

et upon fo defperate Service; that it was the only 
“ Army the Parliament had , upon which all their 
“ hopes, and welfare depended; and if, in the 

* Spring, it fhould receive an hminent foil, they 
° would not recover their Courage again all the 
* c Summer. That they were not only to look upon 
" the taking of Reading , but, purfuing that in a 
w jeafonable way, to keep themfelves in a pofture 
** and condition to end the War by a Battle with all 

the King’s Forces; which would no doubt apply 
tc themfelves to their relief ; and no place under 
“ Heaven could be fo commodious for them to try 
their Fortune in , as That. Whereas if they fhould 
** haflily engage themfelves upon an Affault, and 
receive a Repulfe, and Ihould be afterwards 
w forced to rife to Fight with the King, they fhould 
“ never make their Men ftand ; and then their Caufe 
** was loft.” As for the danger of ficknefs among the 
Soldiers, who were not acquainted with hardfhip, 
it was urged, “ that though it were earlier in the 
“ year than the Armies ufually marched into the 
w Field, yet they had much betfer accommodation 
“ and provifion than Armies ufe to have; their Horfe 

* C to whom that time of the year is commonly moft , 
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* c hazardous, through the want of Forage) being book 
“ plentifully provided for with Hay and Oats by yii, 

* c the benefit of the River, and all Supplies being 
<c fent for the hoot out of London." 

-And in truth it is hardly credible what vafl quan- 
tities ( befides the Provifions made in a very regular 
way by the Commiflioners ) of excellent Vi&ual 
ready dreflld, were every day fent in Waggons and 
Carts from London to the Army, upon the voluntary 
contributions from private Families, according to 
their Aflfeftionsto the good Work in hand : the Com- * » 
mon • People being perfuaded, that the taking of ‘ • 

Leading wouid deftroy all the King's hopes of an 
Army ; and that it would be taken in very few days. 

Upon thefe Arguments and Debates (in which all 
thefc reafons were confidered on both fides) the 
]\lajor part of the Council inclined, and with that 
the General complied , to purfue the bufinefs by 
Approach. It was reported, that the Officers of 
Hoife in the Council were all for a Storm, and the 
Foot- Officers for Approaching. The chief Care 
and Overfight of the Approaches was committed to 
Philip Skippon , a IVlan often mentioned in the firft 
part of this fliflory , who had been an old Officer , 
and of good experience in the low Countries , and 
was now made Serjeant-IVlajor-General of the Army, 
by the abfolute power of the two Houfes , and with- . 
out the cheerful concurrence of the Earl of EJJex\ ' 
though Sir John Merrick , who had executed that 
place by his Lordfhip’s choice from the beginning, 
was preferred to be General of the Ordnance. 

The Approaches advanced very faft, the ground 
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book being in all places as fit for that work as could be j 
Vli. and the Town lying fo low, that they had eafily 

raifed many Batteries, from whence they (hot their. 
Cannon into the Town at a near diftance , but with- 
out any confiderable execution; there being fewer 
loft by that Service , than will be believed , and but 
one Man of note , Lieutenant-Colonel D'Ews a 
young Man of notable Courage, and Vivacity, who 
had his Leg fhot off by a Cannon Bullet, of which 
he fpecdily and very cheerfully died. From the 
.» * Town there were frequent Sallies with good fuccefs ; 

. ’ and very many Soldiers, and fome Officers , of the 

’ Enemv were killed; more, hurt; who were fent 
to Hofpitals near London ; and thofe that were fent 
to London, as many Cart-Loads were, were brought 
in the night, and difpofed with great fecrecy, that 
the Citizens might take no notice of it; the Strata- 
gems of this kind are too ridiculous to be particu- 
larly fet down , though purfued then with great 
•n . induftry, infomuch as fome were punifhed for report- 
ing that there were many Soldiers killed , and hurt 
before Reading ; and it was a mark of Malignity to 
believe thofe reports; fo unfit the People were to ■ , 
be trufted with all truths. 

Within a week after the beginning of the Siege, 

Sir Arthur AJlon the Governor, being in a Court-of- 
* . • Guard near the Line which was neareftto theEnemies 
Approaches, a Cannon -fhot accidentally lighted 
• * upon the top of it, which was covered with Brick- 

• tile, a piece whereof, the fhot going through , hit 

the Governor in the head , and made that impreffion 
upon him , that his fenfes fhortly failed him; fo that 
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he was not only difabled afterwards from execut- 
ing in his own Pcrfon , but incompetent for Counfel 
or Direction; fo that the chief Command was de- 
volved to Colonel Richard Fielding , who was the 
eldcft Colonel of the Garrifon. This accident was 
then thought of great misfortune to the King, for 
there was not in his Army an Officer of greater Re- 
putation, and of whom the Enemy had a greater 
dread. The next night after this accident, but be- 
fore it was known at Oxford, a Party from thence 
under the Command of Mr. IVilmot the Lieutenant 
General of the Horfe, withoutany fignal oppofition, ' 
put in a fupply of powder, and a Regiment of five 
hundred hoot into the Town, and received Adver- 
tifement fiom thence of the Governor’s hurt, and 
that they mull expect to be relieved within a week, 
beyond which time they fltould not be able to hold 
out. How ill the King was provided for fuch an ex- 
pedition, will beft appear by remembering how his 
Forces were then fcattered , and the prefent pofture 
he was' then in at Oxford. 

The nimble and the fuccefsful marches of Sir Wil- 
liam Waller, whom We left triumphing in Wales , 
after his ftrange furprife of the Lord Herbert's For- 
ces near Glocefler , caufed the King to fend Prince 
Maurice with a ftrong Party of Horfe and Dragoons 
to attend him , who moved front place to place with 
as great fuccefs as fpeed , after his fuccefs at Flynam; 
and to make the (hame of thofe Officers the lefs, 
with the fpirit of Victory doubled upon him, he 
came before Hereford, a Town very well affedted, 
and reafonably well Fortified, having a ftrong Store- 
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Wall about it, anti forme Cannon, and there being 
in it forme Soldiers of good Reputation, and many 
Gentlemen of Honor, and Quality; and three or 
four hundred Soldiers, befidcs the Inhabitants well 
Armed; yet, without the lofs of one IMan on either 
fide, to the admiration of all, who then heard it, 
or have ever fince heard of it, he perfuaded them 
fairly to give up the Town, and yield themfelves 
Prifoners upon Quarter ; which they did, and were 
prefently by him fent for their better fecurity to 
Brijlol. 

From thence he marched to Worcrfler , where his 
conquefts met fome ftop; for though the Town was 
not fo ftrong, nor the Garrifon fo great (I mean 
of Soldiers ; for the Inhabitants were more ) as Here - 
ford, nor one Officer in it of more experience than 
he had gotten this unhappy War, the Inhabitants 
had the Courage to refolve not to admit any Sum- 
mons or Meffenger from him ; and when his Drum , 
again!! all figns made to him from the Walls not to 
Approach-, did notwithftanding refufe to return 
without delivering his Meffage, they (hot at him, 
and killed him; and when Sir William Waller hira- 
felf, to revenge that Affront, marched with his 
whole Body towards them (there being only an old 
Gate without Bridge , or Work before it , to hinder 
his entrance into the Town) they entertained him 
fo roughly, that he was forced to retire with the 
lofs of fome Officers, and about twenty Common- 
IVlen ; after which , his Men having not been ac- 
cuftomed to fuch ufage, he got over the Severn again, 
and with quick night* marches, fo avoided Prince 
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Maurice (who took no left pains to meet with him) BOOK 
that with fome few light Skirmifhes, in which he viL 
received fma II lofs. he earned his Party fafe, and full 
of Reputation , through Glocefler to the Earl of 
EJfex s Army before Reading; himfelf being fent for 
to London , upon a defign that mull be hereafter 
mentioned. 

The great want at Oxjord (if any one particular 
might deferve that Style, where all neceflary things 
were wanted) was Ammunition; and the only hope 
of fupply was from the North ; yet the palTage from 
thence fo dangerous, that a Party little Inferior in 
ftrength to an Army was neceflary to convey it; 
for, though the Earl of New Ca/Ue, at that time, 
was Mailer of the Field in York/hire , yet the Enemy 
was much Superior in all the Counties between that 
County and Oxford-, and had planted many Garri- 
fons fo near all the Roads, that the moll private 
Melfengers travelled with great hazard , three being 
intercepted for one that efcaped. To clear thefe 
obflmdtions, and not without the defign of guard- 
ing and waiting on the Queen to Oxford , if her 
Majclly were ready for that Journey, at leall to 
fecure a neceffary fupply of Powder, Prince Rupert Prince Rupert 
refolved inPerfon to march towards the North, and towardl tfce 
about the beginning of April (the Treaty being then Noni. 
at Oxford , and there being hopes that it would have 
produced a good effedt, at leall that the Earl of 
EJfex would not have taken the Field till May) his 
Highnefs, with a Party of twelve hundred Horfc 
and Dragoons, and fix or feven hundred Foot, > 
inarched towards Lichfield ; which if he could reduce, 
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BOOK and fettle there a Garrifon for the King, lay mod 
vn. convenient for that Northern Communication ; and 
would with it diflolve other little adjacent holds 
of the Enemies, which contributed much to their 
interruption. In his way thither , he wa*- to march 
through JJromic/iarn , a Town in Warwick/hire be- 
fore mentioned . and of as great fame for hearty, 
wilful, affeCfed Difloyalty to the King, as any place 
in England. It is bi fore remembered , thattheKing 
in his march from ShrewJLury , not with dan ding the 
eminent malignity of that People, had fliowed as 
eminent companion to them; not giving way that 
they fhould fuffer by the undiftinguiflnng licence 
of the Soldier , or by the feverity of his owft Juftice; 
which clemency of his, found fo unequal a return, 
that, the next day after his remove thence, the lit* 
habitants of that place fcized on his Carriages, where- 
in were his own Plate, and Furniture; and con- 
veyed them to Warwick- Caftle; and had from that 
, time, with unufual induflry and vigilance, appre- 

hended all Meflengers who were employed , or fuf- 
pedted to befo, in the King’s Service; and though 
> it was never made a Garrifon by direction of the 
Parliament, being built in fucb a form, as was in- 
deed hardly capable of being Fortified , yet they had 
fo great a defire to diftinguiflh themfelves from the 
King’s good Subjects, that they call up little flight 
works at both ends of the Town, and Barricadoed 
the reft, and voluntarily engaged themfelves not to 
admit any intercourfe with the King’s Forces. 

In this pofture Prince Rupert now found them, 
haying intheTcwn with them at that time aTroop 
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bf Horfe, belonging to the Garrifon of Lichfield, book 
which was gfown to that ftrength , that it ir'eV’d vU. 
thofe parts exceedingly; and would in a (hort t'me 
have extended itfelftoa powerful Jnrifdiftion. His 
Highnefs hardly believing it poflible, that when 
they (hould difeover his Power, they would offer 
to make Refinance, and.being unwilling to receive 
interruption in his more Important defign, fenthis 
Quarter Matters thither to take up his Lodging; and 
to afTure them, “that if they behaved themfelves 
“ peaceably, they ftiould not fuffer for what was 
K patt:” But they had not Confciences good enough 
to believe him, and abfolutely refufed to let him 
Quarter in theTown; and from their little Works, 
with Mettle equal to their Malice, they difeharged 
their (hot upon him; but they were quickly over- 
powered , and fome parts of the Town being fired, 
they were notable to contend with both Enemies; 
and, diftra&ed between both, fuffered the AfTailant Tik /' Brl * 
to enter without much lofs ; who to«k not that 
vengeance upon them they deferved, but made them 
expiate their Tranfgrcflions with paying a lefs Multtt, 
than might have been expetted from their Wealth, 
if their Wickednefs had been lefs. 

In the Entrance of this Town , and in the too eager 
purfuit of that loofe Troop of Horfe that was in it, 
the Earl of Denbigh ( who from the beginning of 
the War, with unwearied pains, and exad fubmif- 
fton to difeipline and order, had been a Volunteer 
in Prince Rupert's Troop, and been engaged with 
fingular Courage in all enterprifes of danger) was 
unfortunately wounded with many hurts on the 
Vol. VI. ' D 


Digitized by Google 



94 


THE HISTORY 


book Head and Body with Swords, and Poll- Axes; of 
Ml. which, within two or three days, he died. Had 
it not been for this ill accident (and to remember the 
difmal inequality of this contention, in which al ways 
fome Earl, or Perfort of great Honor or Fortune 
fell, when after the moil fignal Virftory over the 
other fide, there was feldom loft a Man of any known 
Family, or of other Reputation, than of Paffion 
for the Caufe in which he fell) I fliould not have 
mentioned an Adion of fo little moment, as was 
this of Bromicham ; which I fliall yet enlarge with 
the remembrance of a Clergy-Man, who was here 
killed at the entering of the Town, after he had 
not only refufed quarter, but provoked the Soldiers 
by the moft odious re vilings, and reproaches of the 
Perfon and Honor of the King , that can be ima- 
gined , and renouncing all Allegiance to him ; in 
whofe pockets were found feveral Papers of Memo- 
rials of his own obfeene, and fcurrilous behaviour 
with feveral Women , in fuch loofe exprefiions, as 
modeft cars cannot endure. This Man was the prin- 
cipal Governor, and Incendiary of the rude People 
of that place againft their Sovereign. So full a qua- 
lification was a heightened meafure of malice and dif- 
loyalty for this Service, that it weighed down the 
infamy of any other lewd and vicious behaviour. 

F rom Bromicham , the Prince, without longer ftay 
than to remove two or three flight Garrifons in the 
way , which made very little refiftance, marched to 
Lichfield, and eafily poffefled himfelf of the T own, 
which lay open to all Comers; but the Clofe (con- 
taining the Cathedral -Church, and all the Clergy- 
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Men's IiouTes ) was ftrongly fortified, and refolvcd book 
againft him. The Wall, about which there was a vu. 
broad and deep Moat, was fo thick, and ftrong , 
that no Battery the Prince could raife, would make 
any impreffion ; the Governor , one Colonel Rouf* 
well, very refolute; and the Garrifon of fuch Mett 
as were moft tranfported with Superftition to the 
Caufe in which they engaged, and in Number equal 
to the ground they were to keep, and their Pro- 
vifions ample for a longer time than it was fit the 
Prince fhould ftay before it. So that it was believed, 
when his Highnefshad in vain endeavoured to pro-* 
cure it by Treaty, he would not have engaged 
before it; for his ftrength confifted . upon the mat- 
ter , wholly in Horfe ; his Foot and Dragoons being 
an inconfiderable Force for fuch an Attempt. But 
whether thcDifficulties were not thoroughly difeern- 
ed, and weighed at firft, or whether the importance 
of the place was thought fo great, that it was worth , 
an equal hazard , and adventure , he refolved not 
to move till he hacf tried the uttermofij; and to 
that purpofe , drew what addition of Force he could 
out of the Country, to ftrengthen his handful of 
Foot; and perfuaded many Officers, and Volunteers 
of the Horfe to alight * and bear their parts in the 
Duty; with which they cheerfully and gallantly 
complied; and in lefs than ten days , he had drawn 
the Moat dry, and prepared two Bridges for the 
graff. The Befieged omitted nothing that could be 
performed by vigilant, and bold Men ; and killed' * 

and wounded many of the Befiegers ; and difap- 
pointed , and fpoiled one Mine they had prepared. 
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I o o K l n the end, early in the Morning, the Prince hav* 
▼H* ing prepared all things in readinefs for the A (fault, 
he fprung another Mine; which fuccecdcd accord- 
ing to wi(h, and made a breach of twenty foot in 
the Wall , in a place leaft fufpe&etl by thofe within ; 
yet they defended it with all poflible Courage and 
Refolution, and killed and hurt very many; fome. 
Officers of prime Quality; whereof the Lord Digby , 
Colonel Gcrrard , Colonel Wagjlajfe, and Major 
Leg, were the chief of the wounded ; and when they 
had entered the breach, they continued the difpute 
fo fiercely within ( the narrownefs of the breach , 
and the afeent not fuffering many to enter together, 
and no liorfe being able to get Over ) that after they 
had killed Colonel UJher , and fome other good 
Officers, and taken others Prifoners (for both Co- 
lonel IVagJlajJe , and William Leg were in their 
hands ) they compelled the Prince to confent to very 
honorable Conditions; which he readily yielded to, 

<> l hn r as thinki "g hinafelf a Gainer by the Bargain. And 
«..<i returoi to the Garrifon marched out with fair refpecf, and 
ttuKmfr the Prince’s teftimony of their having made a Cou- 
rageous Defence ; his Highnefs being very glad of 
his Conqueft , though the purchafe had ffirewdly 
\ fliaken bis Troops, and robbed him of many Officers 
and Soldiers he much valued. At this time, either 
the day before, or the day after this Adion , Prince 
Rupert received a pofitive Order from the King , 
“ to make all poflible hafte, with all the ftrength he 
had, and all he could draw together from thofe 
“ parts, to the Relief of Reading-," which was in 
\ the danger Wc but now left it. Upon which his 
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Highnefs, committing the Government of Lichfield book 
to Colonel Maggot , a Son of a good and powerful Vll. 
Family in that County, and appointing his Troops 
to make what hade was poffible after him , himfcif 
with a few Servants came to Oxford to attend the 
King, whom he found gone towards Reading 
The importunity from that Garrifon for Relief, 
was fo peremptory, and the concernment fo gr< at 
in their Prefervation , that the King found it would y » 
not bear the ncceffary delay of Prince Rupert' % re- 
turning with His Forces; and therefore his Majelty 
in Perfon, with thofe Horfe and Foot which be could 
fpeedily draw together, leaving very few behind 
him in Oxford , or in any other Garrifon , advanced 
towards Reading ; hoping, and that was the uf molt 
of his hope , that He might with the Afliitance of the 
Garrifon , be able to force one Quarter , and fo draw 
out his Men ; and by the advantage of thofe Rivers ^ - 
which divided the Enemy , and by the Palfes , be 
able to retire to Oxford; for being joined he could 
not have equalled, one half of the Enemies Army. 

When the King drew near the Town, the day being 
palled whereon they had been promifed , or had pro- 
mifed themfelves Relief, he was encountered by a 
Party of the Enemy which defended their Pnft , who 
being quickly feconded by Supplies of Horfe and * 

Foot from all their Quarters , after a very (harp Con- 
flict, in which many fell onbothfides, the King’s 
Party, Commanded by the Earl of Forth himfelf 
[the General] confiding of near one thoufand Muf- 
queteers, were forced to retire to their Body ; which 
they did the fooner , becaufc thofe of the Tow* 

Di ' 


Digitized by Google 



I 


38 THE HISTORY * 

booh made no femblance of endeavouring to join with 
Vll. them; which was what they principally relied upon. 
The reafon of that was , the G.irrifon, not feeing 
their Relief coming, had fent for a Parley to the 
Enemy, whioh was agreed to, with a Truce for (o 
many hours, uponwhich Hoftages were delivered; 
and a Treaty begun , when the King came to Relieve 
it Upon the view of the Fnemies ffrength , and in* 
< trenchment, all were of opinion that the fmall Forces 
of the King would not be able to raife the Siege , or 
to join with thofe in the Town; and in this [Melan- 
cholic conclufion his iYInjeUy retired for the prefent, 
rclolving to fnake any oilier reafonable Attempt the 
next day. In the mean time, fome Soldiers found 
means to cfcape out of the Town, and Colonel 
Fielding himf.lf in the Night came to che King, and 
told him the State they were in ; and “ that they 
“ were in Treaty , and believed he might have very 
good Conditions, and liberty to march away with 
“ all their Arms and Bagage;” which was fo welcome 
News , that the King bid him, Prince Rupert being 
'• then prefent, “ that if he could procure fuch Con- 
“ ditions, he fliould accept them:” for indeed the 
<■ Men and the Arms were all that the King defired, the 
lofs of either of which was like to prove fatal to him. 

- The King continued ftill at Nettlebeck , a V 7 1 1 1 age feven 
or eight Miles diflanc from Reading , to attend the 
fuccefs of the Treaty ; refolving, if it fucceeded not, 
to try the utmofl again for their Redemption ; but all 
Men praying heartily for liberty to march off upon 
the T reaty , the next day thefe Articles were 
agreed on. 
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1. “ That the Governor, Commanders, and BOOK 
K Soldiers, both Horfe and Foot, might march out vti 

“ with flying Colors, Arms, and four Pieces ( 

“ Ordnance, Ammunition, Bag and Baggage, light n U p 0 '” Articles 
“ Match, Bullet in Mouth, Drums beating and *»'•*?• 

“ Trumpets founding. 

2 . “ That they might have free paflage to his Ma- 
a jefly’s City of Oxjord, without interruption of any 
“ of the Forces under the command of his Excellency 

* the Earl of Ejfex; provided the faid Governor, 

* Commanders, and Spldiers, ufe no Hoftility until 
“ they come to Oxford. 

3. “ That what Perfons were accidentally come 
“ to the Town, and fhut up by the Siege, might have 
“ liberty to pafs without interruption ; fuch Perfons 
“ only excepted , as had run away from the Army 
“ under the Command of the Earl of Ejjcx. 

4. “ That they lhall have fifty Carriages for Bag- 
“ gage , fickand hurt Men. 

5. “ That the Inhabitants of the Town of Reading 
“ fhould not be pejudiced in their Eftates, or Per- 
** fons , either by Plundering or Imprifonment; and 
“ that they who would leave the Town, might have 
“ free leave , and paflage, fafely to go to what place 
“ they would, with their goods, within the fpace 
“ of fix Weeks after the Surrender of the Town. 

6. “ That theGarrifon fhould quit the Town by 
“ twelve of the Clock the next Morning ; and that 
w t;hc Earl of EJJex fhould provide a Guard for the 

* Security of the Garrifon - Soldiers , when they 
u begun to march.” 

Upon thefe Articles, flgned by the Earl of EJfcx, 
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K the Town was delivered on die 27 th day of April 
(being within a fortnight after the Siege begun ) and 
the Garrifon marched to the King , whoftayedfor 
them, and with him to Oxford. But at their coming 
outof the Town, and palling through the Enemies 
Guards, the Soldiers were not only reviled, and ' 
reproachfu ly uf< d, but many of them difarmed, and 
moft of the Waggons plundered, in the prefence of 
the Earl of L.ffex himfclf, and the Chief Officers ; 
whofeemed to be offended at it, and not to be able 
to prevent it; the pnrulinefs of the Common- Men 
being fo great. As this breach of the Articles was 
very notorious , and inexcufable, foit was made the 
rife, foundation, and cxcufe for barbarousinjuflice 
of the fame kind throughout the greateft part of the 
War ; infomuch as theKing’sSoldiersafterward.whcn 
it was Their part to be precifein the obfervation of 
Agreements, mutinoufly remembered the violation at 
Reading ; and thereupon exercifed the fame Licence ; 
from thence, either fide having fomewhat to object 
to the other, the requifite honefty and juftice of 
obferving conditions was mutually, as it were by 
agreement , for a long time after Violated. 

There had been, in the Secret Committee for the 
carrying on the War, forming thofe defigns, and 
adminiffering to the expenfes thereof, along debate 
with great difference of opinion, whether they fhould 
not march diredly with their Army to Behege Oxford, 
where the King and the Court was , rather than 
Reading ; and if they had taken that refolution , as 
Mr. Hambden, and all they who defired dill to ftrike 
at the Root , very earneflly infifled upon , without 
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doubt they had put the King’s Affairs into great con- 
fufion. For, befides that Oxford was not tolerably 
Fortified, nor the Garrifon well provided for, the 
Court, and Multitude of Nobility, and Ladies, and 
Gentry, with which it was inhabited, bore any kind 
of Alarm very ill. But others, who did not yet think 
their Army well enough compofed to refift all temp- 
tations , nor enough fubdued in their inclinations to 
Loyalty, and Reverence towards the Perfon of th» 
King, had no mind it fhould Befiegc the very place 
where the King himfelf was; and the Lari of Rfea 
himfelf, who was yet the Soul of the Army, had no 
mind to that Enterprife : and fo the Army marched, 
as hath been faid , directly to Reading , with the 
fuccefs that is mentioned. 

Though, at the inftant, the Parliament was highly 
pleafed with the getting the Town , and the King as 
well contented, when he faw his entire Garrifon 
fafcly joined to the reft of his Army (for it cannot be 
denied the joy was univerfal through the King’s 
Quarters upon the A durance that they had recovered 
near four thoufand good Men , whom they had 
given for loft ) yet , according to the Viciflitudes in 
War, when the Accounts are caftup, either party 
grew quickly diffatisfied with it’s fuccefs. The King 
was no fooner returned to Oxford , but upon confer- 
ence between the Officers and Soldiers , there grew 
a Whifper, “ that there had not been fair carriage , 
v and that Reading had been betrayed and from 
thence made a noife through Oxford ; and the very 
next day, and at the fame time, Colonel Fielding , upon 
whom the difeourfes reflected , came to the King to 
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defire, “ that an Account might be taken of the 
u whole bufinefs at a Council nf War for his Vindi- 
“ cation;’’ and the Common-Soldiers, in a diforderly 
manner. “ to require Juftice again (l Him for betraying* 
“ and delivering up the Town to the Rebels;” which 
they avowed with fo much confidence, with the 
mention of forae particulars, “ as the having frequent 
C£ intercourfe w tli the Earl of Effex, and hindering 
“ and forbidding the Soldiers to ilTue out of the 
“ Town to join with the King, when he came to 
“ relieve them , although their Officers had drawn 
“ them up to that purpofc , and were ready to lead 
“ them ; and the like;” with fome rafh, and paffionate 
words difrefpedlul to his Majefty ; fo that he gave 
prefent 6rder for his commitment, and trial at a Court 
of War; the King hirnfelf being marvclloufly incenfed 
againft him, for that Claufe in the third Article, which 
gave liberty to all who were accidentally come to the 
Town, and fliut up by the Siege, to pafs without inter- 
ruption, wherein there was an exception of fuch Per- 
fons who had run away from the Earl of iE^ex’s Army, 
and by virtue of that exception fome Soldiers were 
taken after the rendering of the Town, and were exe- 
cuted. And though the Colonel cxcufed himfelf, “ as 
c ‘ being no morecoacerned to Anfwer for the Articles, 
“ than every Member of the Council of War , by 

* which they were agreed ,” yet it wasalledged, “that 

* the Council of War had been induced toconfentto 
K thofe Articles, upon the Colonel’s averment , that 
“ the King had feen them , and approved of them.” 
Whereas his Majefty had never feen any Articles in 
writing, but only contented, that they fhouid march 
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away with their Arms and Baggage , if the Enemy 
agreed 50 thofe conditions. I have not known the 
King more afflicted, than he was with that Ciaufe, 
which he called nolefs “ than giving up thofe poor 
“ IVJen , who out of confcience of their Rebellion , 
“ had betaken themfelves to his Protection , to be 
“ MafTacred and Murdtred by the Rebels , whom 
“ they had deferted and for the vindication of him. 
felf therein, he immediately publilhed a Proclamation, 
in which he took notice of chat Ciaufe ; and declared 
to all the world : 

“ That he was not privy to , or, in the lead de- 
w gree , confenting to that exception , but held the 
“ fame molt prejudicial to his Service, and deroga- 
w tory to his Honor; and that he would always 

chufe to run any hazard or danger , the Violence 
“ or Treafon of his Enemies could threaten, or 
tt bring upon him, rather than he would withdraw, 

* or deny his Protection to any, who, being con. 
“ vinced in their confcience of their difloyalty , 
“ fhould return to their Duty, and betake them- 
“ felves to his Service. And as he had referred to 
“ a Court of War, the full examination of all the 
“ particular proceedings, in the delivery of that 
“ Town, thatJufticc might be done accordingly ; £0 
w he did declare, that he would always proceed with 
“ all feventy againft fuch , as fhould, by the like 
“ diflionorable conditions, expofe his Subjects, and 
“ bereave Them of his Protection that had returned 
“ to their Obedience to him. ” 

At the Trial, it was objected againft the Colonel, 

* that the Town might have been longer defended. 
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" there being want of no neceflhry Provifion, and 
“ as much Powder, at the giving it up, as there 
" was when the Enemy came lull before it; for 
“ befides the fir ft fupply, fixteen Barrels were put 
*' in during the Skirmilh , when the King came to 
“ relieve it: That feveral Colonels preffed very ear* 

“ neftly to fally , when th’e King’s Forces were en- 
“ gaged, and that they were exprefsly hindered, 

“ and forbidden by Him : That he frequently gave 
K his Pafs to a Woman to go out of the Town, 

*' who went into the Earl of EJfex'i Army, and re. 

* turned again : That he perfuaded the Council of 

* War- to confent to the Articles, by protefting 

* that the King had well approved them, and re- 
“ proachcd chofe Officers who ,were of another 
“ opinion; ” with fome other particulars of Li- 
cence and Paftion , which refletfted more upon his 
Difcretion , than his Honefty , or Condutfl. 

He juftified himfelf “ to have done nothing to- 
,l wards the delivery of the place, but upon full 
“ confideration , advice, and approbation of the 
“ Council of War: That he was in his own con- 
“ fcience, and judgment fatisfied, that the Subftance 
“ of the Articles were advantageous for his Majefty’s 
“ Service; and though it was true, by that laft fup- / 
“ ply of Ammunition, their Store was near as much 
<l as when the Siege begun ; yet it was in all but 
“ thirty-two Barrels , which would have laQed but 
“ few hours, if the Enemy, who had approached 
“ within little more than Piftol fbot of fome parts 
“ of their works , fhould attack them in that manner 
“ as they had reafon to expetft; and if they had 
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“ held out longer . when it had appeared that the book 
“ King was not flrong enough to relieve them , VII. 

“ they (hould not have been admitted to fuch con- 
ditions : and therefore, that he believed ahazard 
“ of fo great a concernment , was not to be run , 

“ when he well knew his Majefty’s former refolution 
“ of flighting the Garrifon ; and that it would not 
“ be now done above a fortnight fooner than was 
“^intended : That he had no knowledge of his l\1a- 
“ jelly’s approach , till the Forces were engaged, 

“ when a Truce was concluded , and their Hoflages 
in the Enemies hands : and therefore, that he con- 
ceived it againll the Law of Arms to make any 
“ attempt from the Town ; and before they could 
‘‘ fufficiently deliberate it in Council , his IVlajefly ’3 
“ Forces retired : That the Woman to whom he 
“ gave a Pafs , was one , he often employed as a 
“ Spy , with very good effedl; and he did believe, 

“ the advantage he received by it , was greater than 
“ Hie could carry to the Enemy by any information 
“ flic could give : 1 hat he did perfuade the Council 
“ of War to confent to the conditions , becaufe he 
** believed them very profitable to his Majefly, and 

* he had averred only his Majefly’s Approbation 
“ of the general Subllance of the Articles, never 
“ applied it to the Claufeofthe third Article, which 

* he much defired to have altered, but could not 
“ obtain the confent of the Enemy. If he had been 
“ intemperate, or pafiionate to any, who were of 
“ another opinion, or bad ufed any paflionatc ex- 

“ preflions in the Debate, it proceeded only from / 

his Zeal to the Service, and his apprehenfion of 
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r “ the lof* of fo many good Men , upon whom he 
“ well knew the Kmg much depended: That he 
“ might have committed many Indifcretions , for 
*' which he defired pardon, but had not failed in 
“ point of Fidelity: That by the unfortunate hurt 
“ of the Governor, the Command was devolved 
“ upon him by his right of Seniority, not any am- 
'* bitious defign of his own: That he had, from 
“ time to time, acquainted Sir Arthur AJlon with 
“ the State, and Condition they were in, and chough 
“ his indifpofition of health was fuch, that he would 
“ rtot give pofitive Orders, he feemed to approve 
“ of all that was done ; and though , for the former 
“ reafon, he refufed to fign the Articles, yet they 
“ were read to him, and he exprelTed no diflike of 
“ them.” The truth of it is, Sir Arthur A/Ion was 
believed by many , not to be in fo incompetent a 
condition to Command as he pretended ; and that 
albeit his head was fo much fwoln , that he might 
not in Perfon venture upon any execution , yet his 
underftanding , or fenfes, were not much diflem- 
pered, or difeomppfed ; and that he only pofitively 
waved meddling, out of diflike of the condition they 
were in. And it is true, that, when he came to 
Oxford, he could fpeak as reafonably of any matter, 
as ever I knew him before, or after. 

Notwithftandipgall the defence the Colonel could 
make for himfelf, and that there was not indeed any 
color of proof, that he had acted any thing trea- 
eheroufly, he was, upon an Article “ for not obeying 
“ Orders (for in this agitation he had received fome 
fiscb , which he had not precifely obfervedj” fen- 
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tenced to lofe his head ; which judgment, after long book 
and great interceffion , was, in the end, remitted by yii. 
the King; but his Regiment difpofed to another; 
and He never reftored to that- Command. And 
though he had been always before of an unblemilhed 
Reputation for Honefly, and Courage; and had 
heartily been engaged from the beginning of the 
Troubles, and been hurt in the Service, and he ap- 
peared afterwards as a Volunteer, with the fame 
Courage, in the moft perilous Adlions, and ob- 
tained a principal Command in another of the King’s 
Armies, he never recovered the misfortune and 
blemilh of this Imputation. And yet I rauft profefs 
for IVly part, being no ftranger to what was then 
alledged, and proved on either Party, 1 do believe 
him to have been free from any bafe compliance 
with the Enemy, or any cowardly declenfion of 
what was reafonable to be attempted. So fatal are 
all misfortunes, and fo difficult a thing it is to play 
an after-Game of Reputation, in that nice and jea- 
lous profeffion. 

The Inconvenienses, and Mifchiefs, that refulted 
to the King from this accident, were greater than 
were at that time taken notice of; for from this, 
the Factions in Court, Army, and City (which 
afterwards grew very troublefome to the King ) were 
dated , and took their original ; great Animofitics 
grew between the Officers of the Army ; fome being 
thought to have been too paffionate , and folicitous 
in the profecution of the Colonel, and too much 
to have countenanced the rage and fury ofCommon- 
Soldiers in demanding Juftice on their Officer; for 
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B b o K from fuchakind of Clamor it begun. Others again 
vix. were as much conderaued for a palpable avowed 
prote&ion of him , thereby to fliow their power, 
that a Perfon They favored, fiiould not fuffer; 
and of both thefe, fomc were more Violent than they 
fhould have been; which feveral Inclinations equally 
poflefled the Court, feme believing that he was 
really guilty of Treachery , though not fo clearly 
proved ; and therefore that, being within the Mercy 
of the Law upon another Article, no mercy ought 
to be (howedtohim; others as really fuppofing him 
Innocent, and therefore thinking it great pity, feve- 
rely to take the forfeiture, upon fuch a point, as 
few Officers of the Army did not know Themfelves 
guilty in : thefe fuppofing the former too full of 
rigor, and uncharitablenefs; and They again accu- 
fingthe Other of too much lenity, and indulgence; 
whilft many Gentlemen of Honor, and Quality, 
whofe Fortunes were embarked with the King, grew 
extremely jealous, that the Parliament had corrupted 
fome of the King’s Officers with rewards ; and that 
others had power to protedl them from punifbment, 
and difeovery ; and the Soldiers again as much in- 
cenfed , that their lives muft be facrirtced , upon 
Cafual , and Accidental trefpafies, to theanimofity 
and jealoufy of thofe who run not the fame dan- 
gers with them. 

But thefe Indifpofitions, and Diftempers, were 
the effe&s of the exigents of that time (1 wifh the 
humors had been impaired when the times mended) 
and very many whofaw the King’s condition very 
low in aninftant, and believed the Rebels to be 
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moftflourifhing, would look no farther fora reafon, boos 
than the lofs of Readings though they had All ftill, vil. 
but the Town; which was never intended to be 
kept. It is moft certain, that the King himfelf was 
fo far from believing the condition he was in to be 
tolerable, that, upon the news of the Earl of Ejfex % 
advance towards Oxford , within four or five days 
. after thelofs of Reading , he once refolved , and that 
by the advice of the Chief - Officers of his Army, to 
march away towards the North, to join with the 
Earl of Ncw-Cajlle. And if the Earl of Ejfex had, at 
that time, but made any fhow of moving with his 
whole Body that way, I do verily perfuade my 
felf, Oxford itfelf, and all the other Garrifons of 
thofe parts, had been quitted to them; but thofe 
fears were quickly compofed , by an Affurance-of 
the Earl’s flay at Reading., and that he was not in 
a pofture for a prefent march . and that his Numbers 
had been fhrewdly leflened by the Siege : where- 
upon the King refolved to abide him, and give him 
Battle about Oxford , if he advanced ; and , in the 
meantime, encamped his foot. upon the Down, 
about a Mile from Abingdon ; which was the head 
Quarter for his Horfe. 

When the Seafon of the year grew ripe for taking 
the Field, the Earl of Ejfex found that his too early 
march had nothing advanced his Affairs; the Sol- 
diershaving performed fo ftrid duty; and lodging 
upon the ground , in froft and rain , before Reading, 
had produced great ficknefs and difeafes in his Army, 
which had wafted abundance of his Men ; fo that 
he wanted rather another Winter- Quarter to recover, 
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BOOK and recruit his Men, than an opportunity to engage 
VII. them in A&ion ; which he found would be too often 
adminiftered. He fent daily importunities to the 
Parliament for fupplies of all kinds , which they were 
not enough furniflied with to fatisfy him ; new Divi- 
fions, and AnimofitiesarofeThere, to perplex their 
Counfels.Their Triumph upon the taking of Reading , 
which they had celebrated with loud feftivity and ♦ 
made the City believe, that all thofe benefits would 
attend it, which they knew would be moft grateful 
to them, appeared now without any fruit; the King 
had all his Forces and Army entire, and had only 
loft a Town that he never meant to keep, and 
> which They knew not what to do with; aqd was 
now ready to come into the Field, when Theirs 
was deftitute of health, and all thofe accommoda-, 
tions, which muft enable them to march : and their 
General, every day reiterated his complaints, and 
re noached them with the unfkilful Orders they had 
fent him , by which , againfl all the Advice and 
Arguments he had given them, he was reduced to 
that extremity. 

, The difrefpedful , and abfurd breaking off the 

Treaty with the King, was urged by their Commif- 
fjoners ; who thought themfelves difobliged by it, 
and publifhed the King’s gracious difpofition , and 
the temper of the Council in Oxford , to be different 
from what the Parliament defired it fhould be be- 
% lieved. They complained of Jealoufies which had 
been entertained of their Integrity; and the Earl of 
« Northumberland having difeovered, as is faid before » 
that Harry Martin had opened a Letter, which he 
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liad writ from Oxford to his Lady, took him afide .book 
after a conference in the Painted-Chamber between vix. 
the two Houfes , and queftioned him upon it ; and 
the other giving him fome rude Anfwers in juftifi- 
cation of what he had done , the Earl Cudgelled him 
in that prefence; upon which many Swords were 
drawn, to the great reproach and fcandal of the 
Parliament. 1 

Thefe, and the like Inftances of diftradtion , and 
confufion, brought the Reputation of that Party 
low; and made it looked upon, as like to deflroy 
itfelf without an Enemy; whilft the King’s Party, 
at that diftance , feemed to be more united , and to 
have recovered their Spirits , of which they received 
frequent evidence by the News of fome of their 
Quarters being beat up, and many of their Men loft 
by the unexpe&ed Incurfions of the King’s Horfe ; 
whereof fome Parties , by Night-marches , and un- 
ufual Lanes , went often near London , and took 
many Prifoners, who thought themfelves fecure , 
in their Houfes , and in Journeys they made ; who 
were put to ranfom themfelves with good Sums of 
Money; fo that, after all thofe Mountains of pro- 
mifes , and undertakings, the wants were greater, 
and the City more importuned for Money , and the 
Parliament vifibly'more neceflitated for want of it, 
than they had been before; and inflead of difperfing 
the King’s Army , and bringing the King back to 
his Parliament, a fudden direction was given , and 
a vigorous execution of that direction was begun, 
to draw a Line about the Cities of London and iVcJl- 
minfter , and to Fortify it; left the King’s Forco6 

E % 




Digitized by Google 



THE HISTORY 


5 * , 

n o o K might break in upon them; which made the People 
VH. fufpedt the State of their Affairs to be worfe than in 
truth it was ; yet fo far were they from any thoughts 
of Peace , and Accommodation , that the Houfe of 
Commons raged more furioufly than ever ; and every N 
day engaged themfelves in conclufions more mon- 
ftrous, than they had yet entered upon. For the 
fupply of the Charge of the War, they propofed 
fettling and impofing an Excife upon fuch Commo- 
dities as might beft bear it; which was a burden 
the People of England had hitherto reproached other 
Nations with , as a Mark of Slavery, and never 
feared by themfelves ; and for the exercife of the 
Sovereign Power, they Refolvcd it fit to make a 
new Great-Seal, to be alwavs refident with the 
Houfes. But the Lords were not yet arrived at that 
prefumption , but plainly refuted to concur with , 
them in either. 

Whilll both Armies lay quiet, the One about 
Reading, the Other about Abingdon, or Oxford , 
without attempting one upon the other , or any 
Action , fafe fome fmall Enterprifes by Parties (in 
which the King got advantage ; as particularly the 
Young Pari of Northampton fortunately encountered 
a Party of Horfe and Foot from Northampton , which 
thought themfelves ftrong enough to attempt upon 
Banbury : But he having Routed their Horfe , killed 
above two hundred of their Foot , and took as many 
more Prifoners , moft whereof were fhrewdly hurt, 
the Young Earl that day facrificing to the Memory 
of his Father) the King received, from the Earl of 
New-CaJUe , by a ftrong Party of Horfe , a good and 
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ample fupply of Ammunition ; the want whereof all book 
M en looked upon with great Horror. As foon as this VH. 
was arrived, and the King had heard, that his 
Armies , both in the North, and Weft, begun to 
flourifti, and thought himfelf well provided to en. 
counter the Earl of EJJex , if he defired it; his Majefty 
refolved once more to try, whether the two Houfes 
would incline to a reafonable Peace; and to that 
purpofe fent a Meffage to them by an exprefs Servant 
of his own, in thefe words: 

“ Since his Majefty ’s Meffage of the >2 lh of April Tl '' Kins 
“ (in which he conceived he had made fuch aPfege^oTh'i” 
“ Overture for the immediate difbanding of all two Hour** 

** Armies, and compofure of thofe miferable, and May S0 ‘ 

“ prefent Diftradions, by a full and free Convention 
“ of Parliament, that a perfed and fettled Peace 
“ would have enfued ) hath in all this time , above 
“ a full Month, procured no Anfwer from both 
“ Houfes, his Majefty might well believe himfelf 
“ abfolved, both before God and Man , from the , 

“ leaft poflible Charge of not having ufed his utmoft 
“ endeavours for Peace; yet, when he confiders, 

“ that the Scene of all this Calamity is in the Bowels * 

“ of his own Kingdom; that all the blood , which 
“ is. fpilt, is of his own Stlbjeds ; and that what 
“ Vidory foever, it (hall pleafe God to give him, 

“ muft be over thofe who ought not to have lifted 
“ up their hands againft Him; when he confiders, 

“ that thefe defperate Civil Diffenfions may encour- 
“ age and invite a Foreign Enemy, to make a Prey 
of the whole Nation ; that Ireland is in prefent 
** danger to be totally loft; that the heavy Judgments 
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“ of God, Plague, Peflilence, and Famine, will 
“ be the inevitable attendants of this unnatural Con- 
“ tention : And that in a (hort time, there will be 
“ fo general a habit of Uncharitablenefs, and Cruelty, 
“ contraded through the whole Kingdom , that 
“ even Peace itfelf will not reftore his People to 
“ their old Temper, and Security; his Majefty 
“ cannot but again call for an Anfwer to that his 
“ gracious Meflage, which gives fo fair a rife to end 
“ thefe unnatural diftradions. And his IVlajefty 
“ doth this with the more earneftnefs, becaufe he 
“ doubts not the condition of his Armies in feveral 
“ parts; the ftrehgth of Horfe , Foot, Artillery, 
“ his plenty of Ammunition ( when fome Men lately 
“ might conceive he wanted) is fo well known, 
“ and underftood, that itmuft be confeffed, nothing 
44 but the tendernefs, and love to his People, and 
“ thofe Chriftian impreffions, which always live, 
M and he hopes always fliall dwell in his heart , could 
“ move him once more to hazard a refufal. And he 
“ requires them , as they will Anfwer to God , to 
41 Himfelf, and all the World, that they will no 
“ longer fuffer their fellow Subjeds to welter in each 
“ other’s blood; that they would remember by whofe 
“ Authority , and to what end they met in that 
44 Council and fend fuch an Anfwer to his Majefty, 
“ as may open a door to let in a firm Peace, and 
41 Security to the whole Kingdom. Jfhis Majefty 
4 ‘ fliall again be difappointed of his Intentions there- 
“ in, the blood, rapine, and deftrudion, which 
“ may follow in England , and Ireland , will be call 
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“ upon the Account of thofe who are deaf to the book 

motive of Peace and Accommodation.” VII. 

This (VIeffage was received by the Houfe of Peers 
(to whom it was diredled ) with ail demonftration of 
refpetfl, and duty, and the MefTenger very civilly 
treated by them ; but when they communicated it 
to the Houfe of Commons , and defired their con- 
currence in preparing an Addrefs to the King fuitable 
to his gracious Invitation, that Houfe was fo far 
from concurring with them, that they gave imme- 
diate Order (which was executed accordingly ) for • 
the Apprehenfion , and Commitment of the Gentle- 
man who brought the Meflfage ; anddeclared, “-that 
“ they would proceed againlt him at a Council of o( Common * 
" War,” upon the Order formerly mentioned , commit ike 
made by them when the Treaty was at Oxford , M,ffen t er - 
“ that any Perfon coming from Oxford without their 
■** Generate Pafs , or one from the Houfes , (hould 
“ be punifhed as a Spy;” to which Order as the 
Peers never confented, fo the King had never, till 
this Commitment, notice of it ; and Themfelves , 
after the making it, had fent feveral Meflengers to v 
the King, without any formality of Pafs or Trumpet. 

The Lords did what they could , publicly and 
privately, to difluade this courfe; but they could 
not prevail: the Houfe of Commonsfinding that the 
very imagination that a Peace might be concluded, 
infinitely retarded their carrying on the War, and 
made not only thofe who were yet free, not eafy to 
be drawn in but many who were engaged , remifs , 
and willing to retire ; therefore they refolved to pro- 
ceed with that Vigor , and Refolution , that no 
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book reafnnablc Man fhould believe it poffible for the 
Vli. King to gain a Peace bu> b\ Subduing Them . which 
fceined at loft equally impollible. To this purpofe , 
inftead of returning an A Twer £ o the King’s Mef- 
fage , within ihree days after the receiving it, they 
TH-Common- impeached the Queen of High * I reafon, “ for Af. 
irtv, h he u 1 , 1 , or the King her Hufband with Arms, and 
luaiun. “ Ammunition , in the piolecution of the War 
“ again!! 1 hem an Attempt as unheard of among 
all the Ads of their Piedeceffors , and a' furpriling 
as any thing they had yet ventured upon : Their 
Clergy founded their Trumpets louder to War than 
ever if it was poffible ; and they refolved . that 
Affembly of Divines to which they had at the T reaty 
rrged the King’s confent , fhould now meet by an 
Ordinance of their own , with an Addition of fome 
*. I\iembers of either Houfe to that Number. 

1 heie had been, fome Months before, a drfign 
of Prince Rupert upon the City of Brijlolj, by corref- 
pondence with fome of the chief Inhabitants of the 
City, who were w^ary of the Tyranny of theParlia- 
j ment; bur it had been fo unfkilfully, or unhappily 
carried, that, when the Prince was near the Town, 
■with fm h a Party of Hoife and Foot, as he made 
choice of it was difeovered, and many Principal 
Citizens apprehended hy Nat/mniel Fiennes , Son to 
the Lord Say , and then Governor of that City for 
the Parli iment ; at this time, fpecial direction and 
order was fent thither, “that he fhould, with all 
“ fc verity and expedition, proceed againft thofe 
“ Confpirarors” (as they called them) and thereupon, 
by a Sentence and Judgment of a Council of War, 
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Alderman Yeomans . who had been High -Sheriff of i o o K 
the City, and of great Reputation in it. and George vii. 
Bouchier another Cirizen of principal Account, were 
(againd all Intcrpofition his Mtjefty could make) 
both hanged, and all other imaginable Adts done, 
to lot all the world fee that there was uo way to Peace 
but by the Sword. 

There fell out now an accident at London, which ^ defig* 

. 1 ■ 1 r r difcovered at 

gave great advantage to them in the tierce prolecu- London> 
tion of the War, a difeovery of a Plot, which pro- wherein Mr. 
duced a public thankfgiving to God for their deli- ^^'wiVs.^and 
verance, a wonderful Animofity againft the King, others, were 
and a Covenant, and Union among Themfelves, conceint4, 
and throughout the City a prejudice to all Moderate 
JVIen. who promoted an Accommodation , and a 
Brand upon all Overtures of Peace as Stratagems 
upon the City , and the Parliament. Of this Plot, 
there being never fuch a formed relation made by 
thofc who made great ufe of it, that Men can colledt 
what the defign was, or that it was laid with any 
probable circumftances , by which a fuccefs might 
be expected , 1 fh all briefly , and faithfully fet down 
all that I know , have heard , or can reafonably con- . 
jedlure to be in it; and it was thought by many , and 
averred by others who I believe did Not think fo, 

“ that 1 knew as much of it as mod Men.” 

There was of the Houfe of Commons, one Mr. 

Waller , a Gentleman of a very good Fortune and 
Eftate, and of admirable parts, and faculties of Wit 
and Eloquence, and ofan intimate Converfation, and 
familiarity with thole who had that Reputation. 

He had , from the beginning of the Parliament, been 
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book looked upon by all Men, as a Perfon of very entire 
vjl Affe&ions to the King’s Service, and to the eftablilhed 
Government of Church and State; and by having 
no manner of relation to the Court, had the more 
credit and mtereft to promote the rights of it. When 
the ruptures grew fo great between the King and the 
two Houfes, jhat very many of the Members with- 
drew from thofe Councils, He, among the reft, 
with equal diflike abfented himfelf; bur at the time 
the Standard was fet up , having intimacy and friend- 
fhip with fome Perfons now of nearnefs about the 
King, with the King’s Approbation, he returned 
again to London ; where he fpoke, upon all occafions, 
• with great lharpnefs, and freedom; which (now 

there were fo few there that ufed it , and there was 
no danger of being over Voted) was not reftrained; 
and therefore ufed as an Argument againft thofe, 
who were gone upon pretence “ that they were not 
“ fuffered to declare their opinion freely in the 
“ Houfe; which could not be believed, when all 
“ Men knew, what Liberty Mr. Waller took, and 
“ fpoke every day with impunity , againft the Senfe, 
. ' “ and Proceedings of the Houfe.” This won him a 
great Reputation with all People who wilhed well 
to the King ; and he was looked upon as the boldeft 
Champion the Crown had in both Houfes ; fo that 
fuch Lords, and Commons , as really deftred to pre- 
vent the ruin of the Kingdom, willingly complied 
in a great familiarity with him , as a Man refolute 
in their ends, and beft able to promote them. And 
it may be they believed his Reputation at Court fo 
good, that he would be no ill Evidence There, of 
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other Men’s Zeal , and Affedion; and fo all Men book 
fpoke their minds freely to him, both of the general VII.' 
diftemper, and of the pailions, and ambition of par- 
ticular Perfons: All Men knowing him to be of too 
good a Fortune , and too wary a Nature, to engage 
himfelf in defigns of danger or hazard. 

Mr. Waller had a Brother • in- Law , one Mr. 

Tomkins , who had married his Sifter , and was Clerk 
of the Queen’s Council, of very good fame for Ho- 
nefty , and Ability. This Gentleman had good In- 
tereft, and Reputation in the City, and converfed 
much with thofe who difliked the proceedings of the 
Parliament, and wilhed to live under the fame Go- 
vernment they were born ; and from thofe Citizen* 
received information of the temper of the People, 
upon Accidents, in the public Affairs. And Mr. 

Waller , and He, with that confidence that ufes to be 
between Brethren of the fame good Affedions, fre- 
quently imparted their obfervations, and opinion* 
to each other ; the one relating, how many in both 
Houfes inclined to Peace ; and the other making the 
fame judgment upon thecorrefpondence he had , and 
intelligence he received from the moft fubftantial 
IVIen of London- and both of them again commu- 
nicated what one received from the other , to the 
Company they ufed to converfe with; Mr. Waller 
imparting the wifhes, and power of the well affeded 
Party in the City, to the Lords and Gentlemen whom 
he knew to be of the fame mind; and Mr. Tomkins 
acquainting thofe he durft truft of the Gity , that x 

(uch and fucb Lords and Gentlemen , who were of 
fpecial Note , were weary of the diftradions , and 
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» 0 o K would heartily , and confidently contribute to fuch 
VII. an honorable, and honed Peace, as all Men knew 
would be mod acceptable to the King. And from 
hence they came reafonably to a conclufion , that if 
fome means were found out to raife a confidence in 
thofe who wiflied well , that they fliould not be op- 
prelfed by the extravagant power of the defperate 
Party ; but that if they would fo far aflid one another, 
as to declare their opinions to be the fame, they 
fhould be able to prevent, or fupprefs thofe T umults, 
which feemed to countenance the didradions; and 
the Houfes would be induced to Terms of Mo- 
deration. 

In this time the Lord Conway , being returned from 
Ireland , incenfed againd the Scots, and difeontented 
with the Parliament here, finding Mr. Walleria good 
efleem with the Earl of Northumberland , and of great 
Friendlhip with the Earl of Portland, he entered into 
the fame familiarity ; and , being more of a Soldier, 
in the difeourfes adminidered quedions, and confi- 
derations, neceffary to be underdood by Men that 
either meant to Ufe force, or to Refid it ; and wiflied 
“ thatthey who had Intered, andAcquaintance in the 
“ City, would endeavour by a natural corrcfpond- 
ct ence to inform themfelves of the diftind Affed- 
w ions of their Neighbours, that upon any exigent, 
“ Men might forefee whom they might trufl;” and 
ibefe difeourfes being again derived by Mr. Waller to 
Mr. Tomkins, He , upon occafion , and conference 
y with his -Companions , infided on the fame Argu- 

ments ; and They again converfmg with Their 
Friends , and Acquaintance ( for of all this bufinefs , 
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thcrejwere not above three who ever fpoke together) book. 
agreed, “ that fome well affeded Perfons , in every vn. 

“ Parilh , and Ward, about London , (hould make a 
“ lift of all the Inhabitants ; and thereupon to make a 
“ reafonable guefs of their feveral Affedions” (which 
at that time was no hard thing forobfervingMen to 
do) and thence a computation of the Strength , and » 
Power of that Party, which was notorioufly Violent 
againft any Accommodation. 

I am perfuaded the utmoft projed in this defign 
was (I fpeak not what particular Men might intend , 
or wilh upon their own fancies ) to beget fuch a Com- 
bination among the Party well affeded , that they 
would refufe to conform to thofe Ordinances of the ' 
twentieth part, and other Taxes for the fupportof 
the War ; and thereby, or by joint Petitioning for 
Peace, and difcountenancing the other who Peti- 
tioned againft it, to prevail with the Parliament to 
incline to a determination of the War. And it may- 
be , fome Men might think of making advantage of 
anyCafual Commotion, or preventing any mifchief 
by it ; and thereupon that inquiry where the Maga- 
zines lay , and difcourfe of wearing fome diftinguifli- 
ing tokens, had been rather cafually mentioned, than 
ferioufly propofed. For it is certain , very many who 
were confcious to themfelves of Loyal Purpofcs to 
the King , and of hearty diflike of the Parliament’s 
proceedings, and obferved the violent , revengeful, 
ruinating profecution of all Men , by thofe of the 
engaged Party; were not without fad'apprehenfions 
that, upon fome Jealoufy, and Quarrel picked, even 
a general Maffacre might be attempted of all the 
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BOOK King’s Friends ; and thereupon, in feveral difcourfes, 
VU. might touch upon fuch expedients, a 1 - might in thole 
Seafons be mod beneficial tb their fafety. But that 
there was ever any formed defign , ei herof letting 
in the King’s Army into London, which was impolfi- 
ble to be contrived ; or of railing an Army there, and 
furprifing the Parliament, or any one Perfon of it, 
or of ufing any violence in, or upon the City, 1 could 
never j et fee caufe to believe ; and if there had, they 
would have publifhed fuch a relation of it, after Mr. 
Waller had conferred to them , all he koew , had 
heard, or fancied to himfelf, as might have confli- 
cted fome reafonable underftanding, of it ; and not 
have contented themfelves with making conclufions 
from Queftions that had been a/ked , andAnfwers 
made, by Perfons unknown, and forcing expref- 
ftonsufed by one, to relate to Adions of another , 
between whom there had been never the leaft ac- 
quaintance , or correfpondence ; and joining what 
was Said at London to fome what Done at Oxjord , at 
another time, and to another purpofe: for before I 
flnifh this difcourfe, it will be neceffary to fpeak of 
another Adion, which, how diftind foever from th is 
that is related, was woven together to make one Plot. 

From the King’s coming to Oxjord , many Citizens 
of good Quality, who were profecuted, orjealoufly 
looked upon in London, had reforted to the King , 
and hoping, if the Winter produced not a Peace, 
that the Summer would carry the King before that 
City with an Army , they had entertained fome dif- 
.* courfe “of raifing, upon their own Stocks of Money 
** and Credit, fome Regiments of Foot, andHorfe, 
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“ and joining with fome Gentlemen of Kent , who book 
“ were Iikewife inclined to fuch an undertaking vxi. 
Among thtfe was Sir Nicholas Crifp , a Citizen of good 
Wealth, great Trade, and an a&ivefpiritedMan , 
who had been lately profecuted with great feverity < 
by the Houfe of Commons , and had thereupon fled 
from London , for appearing too great a Stickler in a 
Petition for Peace in the City. This Gentleman in- 
duftrioufly preferved a correfpondence ftill there, 
by which he gave the King often very ufeful Intelli- 
gence , and allured him “ of a very confiderable 
u Party, which would appear there for him, when- 
“ ever his own power Ihould be fo near , as to give 
“ them any countenance.” In the end , whether in- - 

vited by his Correfpondents there, or«trufting his 
own fprightly inclinationsand refolutions too much, * 
and concluding all who were equally Honeft, would 
be equally Bold , he defired his Majefty, “ to grant 
“ a (Jommiflion to fuch Pcrfons, whom He would 
“ nominate of the City of Londop , under the Great 
“ Seal of England , in the nature of a Commiflion of 

* Array, by virtue whereof, when the Seafon fhould' • , 

“ come, his Party there would appear in difeipline , 

M and order ; and that this was defired by thofe, who 

* bell knew what Countenance and Authority was 

“ requifite ; and being trufted to them would not be . 

w executed at all, or elfc at fuch a time as his Majefty 
“ Ihould receive ample fruit by it; provided it were 
“ done with fecrecy , equal to the hazard They 
<c Ihould run who were employed in it." 

The King had this exception to it, “ theimpro- 

* babiluy that it could do good, and that the failing 
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book “ might do hurt to the Undertakers.” ButthePro- 
VII. moter was a very Popular IVlan in the City, where he 
had been a Commander of the Trained bands , till 
the Ordinance of the lYIihtia removed him; which 
rather improved , than leffened, his Credit; and he 
was very confident , it would produce a notable ad- 
vantage to the King : however. They delued it who 
were there, and would not appear without it ; and 
therefore the King confented to it; referring the no. 
mination of all Perfons in the Commdlion to him ; 
who, he verily believed , had proceeded by the I11- 
ftrudtion , and Advice of thofe that were ncareft the 
concernment; and for thefecrecy of it , the King ic. 
ferred the preparing, and defpatch of theComnvflion, 
to Sir Nicholas Crtfp himfelf, who (hou'd acquaint 
no more with it, than he found requifue , f<> without 
* the privity, or advice of any Counfellor or (Vbhifter 
of State then mofl trufled by his Majefty , he pro- 
cured fuch a CommifTion as he defir -tf (being no 
other than the CommifTion of Array in Ertgiijh) to be 
figned by the King, and fealed with the G^eat Seal. 

This beingdone and remaining Bill in his Culiody, 
the Lady Aubigney by a Pafs, and with the conlent 
of the Houfes. came to Os/ord, to tranfad the Affairs 
of her own Fortune with the Kimr upon the death 
of her H 11 (band , who was killed at Edge. hill, and 
She having in few days defpatched herbulinefs there, 
and being ready to return,. Sir Nicholas Lrifp came to 
the King , and befought him , “ to defire chat Lady 
( who had a Pafs, and fo could promile herfell fafety 
in her Journey) to carry a fmall Box (in which that 
Commiflion Ihould be ) “ \yich her , and to keep it 
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" in her own Cuttody, until a Gentleman fhould a 
* call to her Ladyfhip for it, by fuch a token that 
token , he faid , a he could fend to one of the Perfons 
“ trufted, who fhould keep it by him till the op- 
a portunity came in which it might beexecutedl” 
The King accordingly wifhed the Lady Aubigney, to 
carry it with great care and fecrecy ; telling her, it 
“ much concerned his own Service and to deliver 
itin fuch manner, and upon fuch Afiurance , as is 
before mentioned: which fhe did, and, within few 
days after her return to London, delivered it to a 
Petfonwho was appointed to call for it. How this 
Commiffion was difeovered, I could never learn : 
for though Mr. Waller had the Honor to be admitted 
often to that Lady, and was believed by Her to be a 
Gentleman of mod entire Affections to the King’s 
Service, and confequently might be fitly trutted with 
what file knew, yet her Ladyfhip herfelf not knowing 
what it was fhe carried , could not inform any 
Body elfe. 

But about this time, a Servant of Mr. Tomkins , 
who had often curforily overheard his Matter and 
Mr. Waller difeourfe of the Argument, We are now 
upon, placed himfelf behind a hanging, at a time ■* 
they were together ; and there, whilft either of them 
difeourfed the language , and opinion of the Com- 
pany they kept , overheard enough to make him 
believe his Information, and Difcovery, would make 
him welcome to thofe whom he thought concerned ; 
and fo went to Mr Pym , and acquainted him with 
all Vie had heard , or probably imagined. The time 
when Mr. Pym was made acquainted with it , is not 
Vol. VL j F 
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book known; but the circumstances of the publishing it 
Vil. were fuch, as tilled all Men with Apprthenfions. It 

was on Wednefday the 31ft of May, their folemn , 
falt-day, when, being all at their Sermon, in St.~ 
Margaret's Church in IVcfbninfler ; according to their 
cuitom , a Letter or Meflfjge is brought privately to 
Mr. Pym\ who thereupon., with Come of the rood 
active Members , rife from their Seats ; and , aftera 
little whifperingtogether, remove out of the Church : 
Ths could not but exceedingly affed thofe who 
flayed behind ; immediately thev fend Guards to all 
the Prifons , as Lambeth Houfe, Ely- Houfe, and fuch 
places, where their Malignants were in Cuftody, v 
with directions to fearch the Prifoners ; and fome 
o r her places which they thought fit Ihould be fufpeCt- 
td. A fter the Sermons were ended the Houfes met ; 
and were only then told , “ that Letters were inter- 
* cepted gorrg to the King and the Court at Oxford, 

“ that txprelfed fome notable Confpiracy in hand, 

“ to deliv er up the Parliament, and the City into the 
“ hands ol the Cavaliers ; and that the time for the 
“ execution ol it, drew very near.” Hereupon a 
C n. ; it tee was appointed “ to examine all Perfons 
9 “ x h.%y thought fit : and to apprehend fome nomi- 
• “ na'.ed at that time.'’ And the fame Night, this 
Committee apprehended Mr. Waller , and Mr. Tom - 
bins ^and the next day, fuch others as they fufpeded. 

Mr. Waller was f'o confounded with Fear, and 
Apprehenfion , that he confeded whatever he had 
fa id heard, thought, orfeen; all that he knew of 
fcimfeif, and all that he fufpected of others; without 
concealing any Perfon of what Degree , or Quality 
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foevcr, or any difconrfe tL at he had ever, upon any book 
occafion, entertained with' them: What fuch and vn* 
fuch Ladies of great Honor, to whom, upon the 
Credit of his great Wit, and very good Reputation, 
he had been admitted, had fpoke to him in their 
Chambers of the proceedings in the Houfes ; and 
how they had encouraged him to oppofe them, what 
correfpondeoce , and intcrcourfe they had, with 
fome fVl millers of State at Oxjord ; and how they 
derived all Intelligence thither. He informed them , 
that the Earl of Portland, and the Lord Conway , 

“ bad been particular in all the agitations which had 
“ been with the Citizens; and had given frequent 
cc Advice, and Dire&ions, how they flvould demean ^ 

“ themfelves; and that the Earl of Northumberland , 

“ had expreffed very good wilhes to any attempt, 

£c that might give a flop to the Violent Actions , and 
" Proceedings of the Houfes, and produce a good 
“ Underftanding with the King.” 

When the Committee were thus' furnifhed , they 
took the examinations of Mr. Tomkins , and fuch 
others asjthey thought neceffary, and having at the 
fame time, by fome other means, difeovered (or 
concealed it till this time) that Commiffion which is 
before difeourfed of, and gotten the very Original 
into their hands, they kneaded both into one Plot, 
and Cohfpiracy ; and, acquainting the Houfes with 
fo much as they thought yet feafonable to pubiifh, 
they declared (without naming any Lords, or ether 
Perfons, to be interefled in the defign , fafe thofe 
only who were imprifooed ; among whom the Lady 
Aubigney was one ; and without communicating any 

F a 
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o o k of the examinations , which, they pretended , were 
VII. not to be common till the Confpirators were brought 
to Tiial) “ that the Original of this Confpiracy was 
“ from the late London . Petition for Peace, which 
was fpoken of about Chrijlmas lafl in the Book pre- 
cedent; ‘‘and that, under pretence of Peace and 
“ Moderation, a Party was to be formed, which 
“ fhould be able to fupprefs all opponents, and to 
“ awe the Parliament: That, to this ptirpofe, fome 
“ of thofe who were the principal Movers, and Fo- 
“ menters of that Petition, did continue, in the 
“ Nature of a Committee , ftill to carry on the 
“ delign : that they held Intelligence in both Ar- 
t “ mies, Court and Parliament; took a general Sur- 
' “ vey of the Numbers , and Affections of the feveral 

“ Inhabitants throughout the Wards, and Parilhes 
“ of the City , and places adjacent; and diftinguilhed 
“ all under the titles of Men affeded , or averfe to 
“ the King; or indifferent, and Neutral Perfons, 
“ carried only by the fuccefs, and power of the Pre- 
“ vailers : That they were well inflruded in the 
“ Nurrbcr, and inclinations of the Trained- bands 
“ of London ; the Places where the Magazines were 
“ kept; where the Commanders for the Parliament 
“ dwelt; had thought of places for Rendezvous, 
“ and Retreat, upon any occafion , and of Colors, 
“ and Marks of diftindion between the different 
“ Parties. 

“ That Mr. Waller and Mr. Tomkins were the 
“ principal Perfons, employed, and trufled to give 
“ advertifement to, and correfpond with, the King’s 
“ Miniffers at Oxjord; and receive advertifementa 
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“ and Commands'from thence, for the completing 
“ the work; that they Two held conftant lntelli- 
“ gence , and Intercourfe with the Lord Falkland. 
“ then principal Secretary to the King; and that, 
“ from Him, they received the fignilication of the 
“ King’s pleafure; and that thofe Dire&ions, Coun- 
“ fels , and Encouragements, had been principally 
fent by thofe MeOTengers which had been em- 
“ ployed by his Majefty to the Parliament, under 
“ the pretence of Peace; and, efpecially, by Mr. 
“ Alexander Hambden-, who came with the laft Mef- 
“ fage , and was a Coufin - german to Mr. Waller. 
“ That the Lady Aubigney , who had been lately at 
“ Oxford , had brought thence a Commiffion to them 
“ from theKing, by force of Arms to deftroy , kill, 
“ and flay the Forces, raifed by the Parliament and 
“ their Adherents, as Tray tors and Rebels; and 
“ that they had lately fent a MefTage to Oxford by 
“ one Hofei, a Servant of the King's to acquaint the 
“ Lord Falkland , that the defign was come to a good 
“ perfection; unto which, Anfwer was returned, 
“ that they fhould haflen it with all fpeed.” 

“ That the particulars of the Defign appeared to 
“ be: t. To feize into their Cuftody the King’s 
“ Children: 2. To feize feveral Members of both 
** lioufes, the Lord-Mayor , and Committee of the 
“ Militia, under pretence of bringing them to a legal, 
“ Trial. 3. To feize upon the Out-works, Forts, 
“ Tower of London , Magazines , Gates , and other 
“ places of importance in the City. 4. To let in the 
“ King’s Forces to furprife the City, and to deftroy 
(i all thofe who fhould oppofc them by Authority of 
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[booh “ the Parliament. 5 By force of Arms to relift all 
Vil- “ payments impofed by Authori y of Parliament , 

“ r iled for rlic fnpport of she Aimies employed for 
“ their jud <h fence, tire, tofufpend, if not alter the 
“ whole Government of the City, and. with Affift- 
“ ance of the King’s Force, to awe , and mafler the 
“ Parliament.” 

When both Honfe« were awakened , and ftartled 
with tins report, the Bid thing agreed on, was, 
“ a d iy of thankfgiving to God for this wonderful 
** delivery;” which Unit out any future doubts, 
and difquifitions , whe'her there had been any fuch 
delivery; and, confcquently , whether thtir Plot 
•was in truth, or had been fo framed. Then it was 
laid, “that as the defign was the mod defperate, 
“ fo the carriage was the mod fubtle, and among 
<l Perfons of Reputation, and not fufpeded; and 
• that there was reafon to fufped , many Members 

“ of both Houfes were privy to it; and therefore 
. “ there ought to be all poffible care taken to make 

“ the difeo very perfed , and to unite tbemfelves for 
“ the public defence: that if any part were left un- 
* “ difeovered . tt might prove fatal to the Coramon- 

“ wealth.” This finding a full confent , it was pro- 
pounded , “ that a Protedation might be drawn up, 
“ by which every Member of the two Houfes ought 
piuge himfelf from any guilt of, or privity in , 
“ that confpiracy ; and likewife oblige himfelf to 
< “ re fid , and oppofe any fuch Combination ” They 

who were under the Charader of Moderate Men, 
and ufualty advanced all motions of Peace, and 
Accommodation , durd not oppofe the Expedient, 
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left they fiiould be concluded guilty ; mod of them book 
having had familiarity with Mr. Wallet , and, no vii. 
doubt, upon fundry occafions, fpoken with that 
freedom to him, as might very well incur a fevere 
Interpretation, if, upon this occafion , what they 
had faid fliould be feanned. And fo, before the * Vqw and 
rifing, there was framed by the Houft of Commons. b)j 

a Vow and Covenant to be taken by the Members of taken by the 
both Houfes, and afterwards by the City, and their Me ’ n ‘" :,s j >F 
Army; for then Jtaloufy was now fpread over all upondiicovery 
their own Quarters ; which Covenant , for the rare- ofthat dtli sn 
nefs of it both in Title and Style , I think neceffary 
here to mfert in the very terms ; which were thefe : 

A Sacred Vow , and Covenant , taken by the Lords 
and Commons a [fern bled in Parliament , upon the 
difeovery of the late horrid and treacherous defign , 
for the dejlruttion of this Parliament and the King- 
dom: the 6 11 oj June 1643. * 

“ Whereas there hath been , and now is, in this 
Kingdom, a Popifh , and Tray terous Plot for the 
Subverfion of the true Proteftant Reformed Reli- 
gion , and the Liberty of the Subject; and, in 
purfuance thereof, a Popifh Army hath been raifed 
and is nowon foot in divers parts of this Kingdom ; 
and whefeas there hath been a treacherous and 
horrid defign , lately difeovered by the great blef- 
fiog and efpecial providence of God, of divers 
Perfons, to join themfelves with the Armies 
raifed by the King , and to deftroy the Forces 
raifed by the Lords and Commons in Parliament, 
to furprife the Cities of London and Wcflminjler 
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book" with the Suburbs; by Arms to force the Parlia- 
Vli. “ ment ; and finding by conflant experience , that 
“ many ways of force, and treachery, are conti- 
" nually attempted, to bring to utter ruin and def- 
“ trudionthe Parliament, and Kingdom ; and that 
“ which is dcareft , the true Protcftant Religion : 

And that, for the preventing and withftanding 
" the fame, it is fit, thatall, who are true-hearted, v 
“ and lovers of their Country , fhould bind them- 
" felves each to other in a facred Vow and Covenant. 

“ 1 A B. in humility , and reverence of the Divine 
“ IMajcfly, declare my hearty forrow for my own 
“ Sins, and the Sins of this Nation, which have 
** deferved the Calamities, and Judgments, that 
ft now lie upon it ; and my true Intention is, by 
“ God’s grace, to endeavour the amendmentof my 
“ own ways; and I do farther , in the prefence of 
“ Almighty God, Declare, Vow, and Covenant, 

<c that, in order to the fecurity and prefervation of 
the true Reformed Proteftant Religion , and 
“ Liberty of the Subjedl , I will not confent to the 
tc laying down of Arms, fo long as the Papifts , 

" now in open War againfl the Parliament , fhall by 
“ force of Arms be proteded from the Juftice there- 
* of. And that I do abhor and deteft the faid wicked, 

“ and treacherous defign, lately difeovered: And 
" that I never gave, nor will give my AfTent to the 
“ execution thereof, but will, according to my 
" Power , and Vocation , oppofe and refift the 
-»■ “ fame, and all other of the like Nature. And in 

“ cafe any other like defign (hall hereafter come to 
“ my knowledge , I will make fuch timely difeovery, 
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‘ c as I fhall conceive may beft conduce to the pre- book 
“ venting thereof. And whereas I do in my con- vil. 

“ fcience believe, that the Forces, railed by the 
C£ two Houfes of Parliament, are railed, and con- 
te bnued for their juft Defence , and for the Defence 
“ of the true Proteftant Religion , and Liberty of 
“ the Subjedt , againft the Forces raifed by the King; 

“ that I will, according to my Power, and Voca- 
“ tion, aftift the Forces raifed and continued , by 
“ both Houfes of Parliament, againft the Forces 
“ raifed by the King without Their confcnt: And 
“ will likewife aftift all other Perfons that fhall take 
“ this Oath , in what they fhall do in purfuance 
“ thereof; and will not dire&ly, or indiredly, ad- 
“ here unto, nor fhall willingly aftift the Forces, 

“ raifed by the King, without the Confent of both 
“ Houfes of Parliament. And this Vow, and Cove- 
“ nant, I make in the prefence of Almighty God, 

“ the Searcher of all hearts , with a true Intention to 
“ perform the fame , as I fhall Anfwer at the great 
“ day ,■ when the fecrets of all hearts fhall be 
“ difclofed.” 

Though many were much ftartled at this Cove- 
nant, and took time to confider of it, there being 
in the Preamble, and pofitive part, much which 
very few believed , and in the promiftory part a 
more diredt denouncing War againft the King, than 
had been in plain terras before avowed by them, 
and an abfolute Proteftation againft Peace , till the 
King were at their Mercy ; yet the fear of being con* 
eluded guilty of the Plot, made them fwallow all 
the reft; and the example «f one prevailing with 
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BOOK imny, there was not a Member of either Houfe that 
vu. took it not ; and being thus fettered, and intangled 
thcmfclves , they lent tb ir Committee into the City, 
to acquaint them with their “ happy difpovery, 
“ and how miracnlonflv Gnii had preferved them, 
“ and to engage then: in the fame facred Vow, and 
The fsmeVow *• Covenant.” which was readily fubmitted to; and, 
tiben C ° Venant by the In duflry of their Clerg\ , fooner than can be 
thruughout imagined , taken throughout that People. Then it 
flrniy!' y ’ and was > w hh ec l u51 ^ diligence, and folemnity, tranf- 
mitted to their Army, that their Fears of Inconve- 
nience from thence might be hkewife purged ; and 
thence it grew the mark of diftindion, to know their 
Friends and Enemies by ; and whofoever refufed to 
take that Covenant , needed no other Charge to be 
concluded, and profccuted, as the higheft. {Malignant. 

Being this way fecure from any future Clamors 
ThpTriai.anJ f or Peace, they proceeded to try Mr Tomkins ; 
Mr Vomkins , Mr. C'hciloncr , a Citizen of good Wealth and Credit, 
and Mr. and mod intimate with Tomkins ; Mr. Ham b den , 
c.uiontr. w ho brought the lad Mcffage from the King ; one 
Ha[fel a Meflenger of the King’s , who paffed often 
between London and Oxford , and fometimes carried 
Letters and Mellages to the Lord Falkland-, and fome 
Citizens, whofe names were in the Commidion fent 
from Oxford-, by a Council of War; by whom Mr. 
Tomkins , and Mr. Chaloner were Condemned to be 
hanged; and were both , with all circumdances of 
feverity, and cruelty, executed: the One, on a 
Gibbet, by his own Houfe in Holborn; where he 
had long lived with fingular edimation ; and the 
Other, by his Houfe in Cornhill \ near the old Exchange, 

\ ' \ * 
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FLiJfel the Mefienger faved them farther' trouble , 
and died in Prifon the night before hisTral: And 
there being no evidence sgainft Mr. Hambdcn , but 
what Mr. Waller himfelfgavc, they gaveno judgment 
againftHim, but kept him long after in Prifon , till 
he died; neither proceeded they Capitally againft 
thofe Citizens whofe names were in the CommilTion, 
it not appearing that their names were ufed with 
their confent, and privity; though the brand of 
being Maiignants ferved the turn for their undoing; 
for all their Eflates were feized, as theirs were who 
had been executed. 

There is nothing clearer than that the Commiflion 
fentfrom Oxford by the Lady Aubigney , had not any 
relation to thedifeourfe paffed between Mr. Waller , 
Tomkins , and thofe Citizens, or that they, who 
knew of one , had not any privity with the other: 
which if they had had , and intended fuch an Infur- 
redion, as was alledged , Mr. Waller , and Mr. 
Tomkins , or fome one of thofe Lords who were 
fuppofed to combine with them, would have been 
in the Commiflion. Or if the King’s Miniflers had 
been engaged in the confultation , and hoped to 
have railed a Party which fliould fuddcnly feize 
upon the City, and the Parliament, they would 
never have thought a Commiflion granted to fome 
Gentlemen at Oxford (for the Major part of the Com- 
miflioners were there) and a few private Citizens , 
would have ferved for that work. I am very confi. 
dent , and l have very much reafon for that confi. 
dence, that there was no more known, or thought of 
gt Oxford , concerning the matter of the Commiflion , 
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* o o k than I have before fet 'forth , nor of the other , 
Vii. than that Mr. Tomkins fometimes writ to the Lord 
Falkland (for Mr. Waller, out of the cautioufnefs 
of his own Nature, never writ word ) and by Mef- 
fengers fignified to him , “ that the Number of tbofe 
“ who defired Peace, and abhorred the proceed- 
“ ings of the Houfes , was very confiderable; and 
“ that they refolved , by refufing to contribute to 
“ the War, and to fubmit to their Ordinances, to 
“ declare and manifeft themfelves in that manner, 
** that the Violent Party in the City fiiould not have 
“ credit enough to hinder any Accommodation.” 
And the, Lord Palkland always returned Anfwer , 
“ that they (hould expedite thofe Expedients, as 
“ foon as might be , for chat delays made the War 
“ more difficult to be reftrained.” And if I could 
find Evidence, or Keafon, to induce me to believe, 
that there was any farther defign in the thing itfclf, 
or that the King gave farther countenance to it, L 
fhould not at all conceal it. No Man can imagine, 
that if the King could have entertained any probable 
hope of reducing London; which was the Fomenter 
Supporter, and indeed the Life of the War, or 
could have found any expedient, from whence he 
/ could reafonably propofe to difiolve, fcatter , and 
difperfe thofe who , under the name of a Parliament, 
had kindled a War againft him , but he would have 
given his utmoft afliftance , and countenance there- 
unto, either by public Porce, or private Contrivance. 

There were very great endeavours ufed , to have 
proceeded with equal feverity againfi: the Earl of 
Portland , and the Lord Conway ( for the accufatiou 
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cf the Earl of Northumberland , it was proceeded book 
tenderly in ; for though the Violent Party was hear* vii. 
tily incenfed againft him, as a Man weary of them, 
yet his Reputation was Hill very great) who were 
both clofe Prifoners; and, to that purpofe , their 
Lordlhips and Mr. Waller were confronted before 
the Committee , where They as peremptorily deny- 
ing , as He charging them , and there being no other 
Witnefs but He againft them, the profecution was 
rather let alone than declined, till after a long re- 
flraint they procured enlargement upon Bail. Mr. 

Waller himfelf ( though confeffedly the mod guilty ; 
and by his unhappy demeanour, in this time of his 
Affliction , he had raifed as many Enemies as he had 
formerly Friends, and almoft the fame ) after he had, 
with incredible diffimuiation , aded fuch a remorfe 
of Confcience , that his Trial was put off out of 
Chriftian companion, till he might recover his un- * 
derftanding (and that was not, till the heat, and 
fury of the Profecutors , was reafonably abated with 
the Sacrifices they had made ) and, by drawing Vi- 
fitants to himfelf, of the mod powerful Minifters of 
all Fadions , had, by his liberality, and penitence, 
his receiving vulgar and vile fayings from them 
with humility, and reverence, as clearer Convic- 
tions and Informations than in his Life he had ever 
had; and diftributing great Sums to them for their 
Prayers , and Ghoflly Counfel, fo fatisfied Them , 
that They fatisfied others; was brought, at his fuit, 
to the Houfe of Commons- Bar; where ( being a Man 
in truth very powerful in Language; and who, by 
What he fpoke, and in the Manner of fpeaking it. 
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book exceedingly captivated the good Will and Bene. 

Vil. volenceofhis hearers; which is the higheft part of 
an Orator) with fuch flittery, as was moll cxidly 
calculated to that iMeridian, with fuch a Submillion, 
as Their Pride took delight in , and fuch dejedion 
of mind , and fpirit, as was like to cozen the Major 
part, and be thought ferious; he laid before them 
“ their own danger , and concernment; if they 
“ fliould fuller one of their own Body , how un. 
“ worthy and monftrous foever , to be tried by the 
K Soldiers, who might thereby grow to that power 
“ hereafter, that they would both try thofe. They 
K would not be willing fhould be tried, and for 
“ things, which they would account No Crimes; 
“ the inconvenience, and infupportable mifehief 
K whereof, all wife Common wealths had forefeen, 
“ and prevented, by exempting their own Members 
ct from all judgments but their own: He prevailed, 
Not to be tried by a Council of War; and chert by 
preferved his dear-bought Life; fo that, in truth, he 
does as much owe the Keeping his head to that Ora- 
tion, as Catiline did the Lofs of Id is to thofe of Tull y; 
and by having done III very well , he, by degrees, 
drew that refped to his parts, which always carries 
fome compaflion to the Perfon , that he got leave 
to compound for his tranfgrellion , and them to 
accept of ten thoufand pounds ( which their Affairs 
wanted ) for his liberty ; whereupon he had leave to 
recoiled himfelfin another Country ( for his Liberty 
was to be in Banifhment) how miferable he had 
made himfelf. in obtaining that leave to live out of 
his own. And there cannot be a greater Evidence 
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of the ineflimable Value of his Parts, than that he b 
lived , after this, in the good Affe&ibn , and fc fteem 
of many, the pity of moft , and the reproach, and 
fcorn of few , or none. 

Thefe high proceedings, at London , and in the 
Houfes , were not feconded with any notable fuccefs 
abroad: but it appeared plainly, by the flow coming 
in of Monies , and more flow coming in of Men, 
that the hearts of the People were generally more r 

devoted to Peace , than to the continuance of thofe 
diftra&ions ;and the Earl of Efex, by the great decay, 
and ficknefs of his Army , was not in near fix weeks, 
able to remove from Reading ; by which many Men 
concluded, which could not be reafonably forefeen, 
that if Reading had held out many days longer , he -« 
would have been compelled to raife his Siege ; and 
that was the reafon the Earl gave for granting fo 
good conditions : for if he could have flayed longer "■ 

before it , he well knew , they muft have yielded on 
worfe terms; neither feared he the King would be 
able to relieve it In the end, there being no other - 
way to quiet the City of London, he marched to-* . 
wards Oxford ; but, in truth , rather to (ecure Buck- 
ingham/hire , which was nowinfeftedby the King’s 
Horfe, than to difquiet that plade. And to that pur- The Earl 0? 


pofe, he fixed his head Quarter at Thame, ten Miles l E,T ‘ ' m,rch4S 


from Oxford , and upon the very edge of the other 
County. 

In the beginningof the War, the Army in Scotland 
having been lately difbanded, many Officers oLthat 
Nation , who had ferved in Germany and in France, 
betook, themfelves to the Service of the Parliament; 
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Boon whereof divers were Men of good Conduct, arid 
vii. Courage; though there were more as bad as the 
Caufe iti which they engaged. Of the former fort 
, Colonel Urry was a IVTan of Name, and Reputation, 
and an excellent Officer of Horfe , and had Com- 
manded thofe Horfe at Edge. Hill under Balfour , 
which had preferved their Army there ; and finding 
liimfelf afterwards not fo well regarded , as, he 
* thought, he had deferved, as it was no eafy thing to 

value that People at the rate they did fet upon them- 
felves; and being without any other Affedtion for 
their Service, than their Pay inclined him to, he 
rcfolved to quit them, and to go to the King; in 
order to which, he had kept fome correfpondence 
• " * with the Earl of Brainjord the King’s General ; under 
whofe Command he had formerly ferved in Gcr/nauy. 
Whilft the Earl of Ejjex remained at Thame , and 
his Army Quartered thereabout, Urry came to Ox. 
Jord , in the Equipage that became a Colonel of 
Horfe who had received good Pay ; and the very 
, • next day after he came, having been very gracioufly 

‘ received by the King, to give proof that he brought 
his whole heart with him, he went to Prince Rupert , 
acquainted him where the Parliament-Horfe lay, and 
how loofe they were in their Quarters; and to give 
a teftimony of his fidelity to the King, he defired 
to march a Volunteer with a good Party, to make 
an attempt upon the Enemy; and the Prince afiign- 
ing a flrong Party for the Service, he accompanied, 
and conduded them out of the Common Road, till 
they came to a Town, where a Regiment of the 
Parliament’s Horfe was Quartered ; which they beat 

‘ up; 
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up; and killed, or took moll of tbe Officers and boor 
S oldiers; and then fell upon thofe ofher Quarters, 
by which they had parted before, with the likcfuc- 
cefs; fo returned to Oxford with many Prifoners, 
and with notable damage to the Enemy. 

As foon as he returned, he made another Propo- 
rtion to the Prince for the Attacking the Quarters 
near Thame \ through which he had parted, when 
he came to Oxford , and fo was well acquainted with 
the pofture in which they were ,-i and allured the 
Prince, ‘‘that, if he went about it time enough, 

“ before there Ihould be any alteration in their Quar- 
ters, which he believed the General would quickly 
“ make, the Enterprife would be worthy of it.’’ The prince Rupert 
Prince was fo well fatisfied with what he had alrea- *** t *^ p ^™ e 
dy done, that he refolved to condud the next ad- w j, h go 0d 
venture himfelf , which he did very fortunately. fucc « & - 
. They went out of the Ports of Oxford in the Eve- 
ning upon a Saturday , and matched beyond all the 
Quarters as far as Wickham , and lell in there at the 
farther end of the Town towards London , from ^ 
whence no Enemy was expeded, and fo no Gpards 
Were kept There. A Regiment of Horfe, and of ' 

Foot, were Lodged there; which were cutoff, or 
taken Prifoners; and all the Horfes and a good 
Booty brought away. From thence they marched 
backward to another Quarter, within lefs than two 
Miles of the General’s own Quarters; where his 
Men Lodged with the fame fecurity , they had done 
at Wickham , not expeding any Enemy that way; 
and fo met with the fame fate the others had done ; 
and were all killed, or made Prifoners. Thus having 
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u performed, at lead as much as they had propofed 
to do, and being laden with Prifoners , and Booty, 
and the Sun being now Rifing, the Prince thought 
it time to retire to Oxford , and gave Orders to march 
accordingly with all convenient fpeed, till they 
fliould come to a Bridge which was yet two Miles 
from them, where he had appointed a Guard to 
attend , to favor their Retreat. 

But the Alarm had been brought to the Earl of 
EJJex from all the Quarters , who quickly gathered 
thofe Troops together, which were neared; and 
directed thofe to follow the Prince , and to entertain 
him in Skirmilhcs , till Himfelf Ihould come up with 
the Foot, and fome other Troops; which he made 
all poflible hade to do. So that when the Prince had 
almod palled a fair Plain, or Field, called Chalgrave - 
Field, from whence he was to enter a Lane, which 
continued to the Bridge; the Enemies Horfe were 
difcovered marching after them with fpeed; and as 
they might eafily overtake them in the Lane, fo they 
mud as eafily have put them into great diforder. 
Therefore the Prince refolved to exped, anddand 
them upon the open Field, though his Horfe were 
all tired, and the Sun was grown very hot, it being 
about eight of the Clock in the Morning in June. 
He then direded , “ that the Guard of the Prifoners 
“ Ihould make what hade they could to the Bridge, 
“ but that all the red Ihould return ; ” for fome were 
entered the Lane: and fo he placed himfelf and his 
Troops, as he thought fit, in that Field toreceive 
the Enemy; which made more hade, and with lefs 
•rder than they fliould have done;. and being more 
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in Number than the Prince, and confiding of many Boon 
of the Principal Officers, who having been prefent vii. 
with the Earl of Ejfex , when the Alarm came, 
flayed not for their own Troops, but joined with 
thofc who were ready in the purfuit, as They 
thought , of a Flying Enemy , or fuch as would eafily , 
be arrefted in their hafty retreat ; and , having now 
overtaken them, meant to take revenge themfelves 
for the damage they had received that Night , and 
Morning, before the General could come up to have 
a lhare in the Vnftory, though his Troops were even 
in View. But the Prince entertained them fo rough- 
ly, that though they Charged very bravely and ob- 
ftinately, being many of their beft Officers , of which 
the chiefeft falling, the reft fhowed lefs Vigor, in 
a fhort time they broke, and fled, and werepurfued 
till they came near the Earl of ibex’s Body; which 
being at near a mile’s diftance, and making a ftand 
to receive their Flying Troops, and to be informed 
of their difafter , the Prince with his Troops haftened 
his retreat, and paffed the Lane, and came fafe to 
the Bridge before any of the Earl’s Forces came up 5 
who found it then to no purpofe to go farther, 
there being a good Guard of Foot, which had like- 
wife lined both fides of the Hedges a good way in 
the Lane. Thus the Prince, about Noon, or ftiortly 
after , entered Oxford , with near two hundred Pri- 
foners, feven Cornets of Horfe, and four Enfigns 
of Foot, with ,moft of the Men he carried from 
thence; few only having been killed in the A&ion, 
whereof fome were of Name. 

The Prince prefented Colonel Urry to the King 
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book with a great Teftimony of the Courage he had 
▼li. fhowed in the A&ion, as well as of his Counfel, 
and Condudt in the whole; which was indeed very 
, dexterous, and could have been performed by no 
Man , who had not been very converfant in the 
Quarters of thofe he deflroyed. Upon which , the 
King honored him with Knighthood, and a Com* 
miflion to raife a Regiment of Horfe ; and every 
body magnified , and extolled him, as they ufually 
do a Man who hath good luck , and the more » 
becaufe he was a Scotch man, and profefled a Re- 
pentance for having been in Rebellion againft the 
King. He deferves this Teftimony, and Vindica- 
tion to be given him , againft the calumnies which 
were raifed againft him, “ as if he had broken his 

* Truft, and deferted the Service of the Parliament, 

* and betrayed them to theKing, which is not true.” 
He had owned, and publifhed bis difcontents long 
before, and demanded redrefs, andjuftice, infome 
particulars from the Parliament, in which the Earl 
of Ejjcx thought he had reafon ; and wifhed he migh^ 
receive fatisfa&ion. But the Man was in his nature 

. proud, and imperious; bad raifed many Enemies; 
was a Man of Licence, and committed many dif- 
orders of that kind. He was however a good Officer 
in the Field; regular and vigilantin Marching, and 
in his Quarters ; which the Parliament thought other 
Men would attain to, who had fewer Vices; and 
therefore granted nothing that he had defired ; upon 
which he declared, “he would fervethemnolonger;’’ 
and delivered up his Coramiftion to the Earl of EJfex ; 
and being then prdfcd to promife , that he would 
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not ferve the King; he pofitively refilled to give I 
any fuch Engagement; and after he had ftayed in 
London about a Month , and had received encou- 
ragement from fome Friends in Oxford , he came 
thither in the manner fet down before. 

The Prince’s fuccefs in this laft march was very 
feafonable, and railed the Spirits at Oxford very 
much, and for fome time allayed the Jealoufies , and 
Animofities, which too often broke out in feveral 
Fadions to the difquiet of the King. It was vifibly 
great in the number of the Prifoners; whereof many 
were of condition, and the names of many Officers 
were known, who were left dead upon the Field, 
as Colonel Gunter , who was looked upon as the belt 
Officer of Horfe they had, and a Man of known 
malice to the Government of the Church ; which 
had drawn fome fevere cenfure upon him before the 
Troubles , and for which he had Bill meditated 
Revenge. One of the Prifoners taken in the Adion , 
faid, “ that he was confident Mr. Hambden was 
“ hurt, for he faw him ride off the Field before the 

* Adion was done, which he never ufed to do,' 

* with his head hanging down , and refting his 
“ hands upon the neck of his Horfe ; by which he 
“ concluded he was hurt.” The news the next day 
made the Vidory much more important , than it 
was thought to have been. There was full infor- 
mation brought of the great Iofs the Enemy had 
fuftained in their Quarters , by which three or four 
Regiments were utterly broken and loft: the names 
of many Officers, of the beft account, were known, 
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book who were either killed upon the place, or fohurt 
vJIi as there remained little hope of their recovery. 

Among the Prifoners, there were taken Colonel 
Sheffield, a younger Son of the Earl of Mulgrave, and 
one Colonel Beckly a Scotch ■ man ; who, being both 
vifibly wounded , a&ed their hurts fo well , and pre- 
tended to be fo ready to expire, that upon their 
> Paroles neither to endeavour nor endure a Refcue, 
they were fuffered to reft at a private Houfe in the 
way within a mile of the Field, till their Wounds 
fhould be dreffed, and they recover fo much ftrength 
as to be able to render thcmfelves Prifoners at Ox. 
ford. But the King’s Forces were no fooner gone, 
than they found means to fend to their Comrades , 
and were the next day ftrong enough , to fuffer 
themfelves to be removed to Thame , by a ftrong 
Party fent from the Earl of Effiexy and, between 
denying that they had promifed, and faying, that 
they would perform it, they never fubmitted them- 
felves to be Prifoners , as much againft the Law of 
Arms, as their taking Arms was againft their Alle- 
giance. But that which would have been looked 
upon as a confiderable recompence for a Defeat, 
could not but be thought a great addition to the 
Mr Himhdtn V nffory, which was the death of JVIr. Hambden ; who, 
ChVr'v " ^ciog (hot into the (houlder with a brace of Bullets, 
Fi.n, of which which brake the Bone, within three Weeks after 
he died. died w j t h extraordinary pain; to as great a confter- 
nation of all that Party , as if their whole Army had 
been defeated, or cut off. 

Many Men obferved, (as upon fignal turns of 
great Affairs , as this was , fuch obfervations are 
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frequently made) that the Field in which the late book 
S kirmilh was, and upon which I\lr. Hambden re. ViJ. 
ccived his death -wound, CAtf/grcee-Field , was the 
fame place in which he had firft executed the Ordin- 
ance of the Militia, and engaged that County, in 
which his Reputation was very great, in this Re- 
bellion: and it was confeffcd by the Prifohers that 
were taken that day, and acknowledged by all, 
that upon the Alarm that morning , after their Quar- 
ters were beaten up, he was exceeding folicitou* 
to draw Forces together to purfue the Enemy ; and, 
being a Colonel of Foot, put himfelf among thofe 
Horfe as a Volunteer, who were firft ready; and 
that when the Prince madeaftand, all the Officers 
were of opinion to ftay till their Body came up, 
and He alone ( being fecond toNone butthe General 
himfelf in the obfervance , and application of all 
men) perfuaded, and prevailed with them to ad- 
vance; fo violently did his fate carry him, to pay 
the Multft in the place where he had committed the 
Tranfgreftion, about a year before. 

He was a Gentleman of a good Family in Bucking- 
hamjhire , and born to a fair Fortune, andofamoft 
civil and affable deportment. In his entrance into 
the world, he indulged to himfelf all the Licence in 
Sports and Exercifes, and Company, which were 
ufed by Men of the moft Jolly Converfation. After- 
wards, he retired to a more referved, and Melan- 
choly Society, yet preferving his own natural Cbeer- 
fulnefs, and Vivacity, and above all, a flowing 
courtefy to all Men ; though they who converfed 
nearly with him , found him growing into a diflike 
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B o o k of the Ecclefiaftical Government of the Church, 
Til. yet moft believed it rather a diflike of fome Church- 
men, and of fome introducements of Theirs , which 
he apprehended might difquict the public Peace. 
He was rather of Reputation in his own County, 
than of public difeourfe, or fame in the Kingdom, 
before the bufinefs of Ship-money: but Then he 
grew the Argument of all Tongues, every Man 
inquiring who, and what He was, that durft, at 
his own charge, fupport the Liberty, and Property 
of the Kingdom, and refeue his Country, as he 
thought, from being made a Prey to the Court. His 
carriage, throughout this Agitation , was with that 
rare temper and modefty, that they who watched 
him narrowly to find fome advantage againfl his 
Perfon , to makehim lefs refolute in hisCaufe, were 
compelled to give him a juft Teftimony. And the 
Judgment that was given againfthim, infinitely more 
advanced Him, than the Service for which it was 
given. When this Parliament begun ( being returned 
K .ight of the Shire for the County where he lived ) 
the Eyes of all Men were fixed upon him, as their 
Patrice Paler , and the Pilot that muft fteerthe Veffel, 
through the Tempefts , and Rocks which threatened 
it. And I am perfuided, his Power, and Intereft, 
at that time., was greater to do Good or Hurt, 
than anv 'Min’s in the Kingdom, or than any Man 
i of His Rank hath had in any time: for his Reputa- 
tion ^of Hon> fly wa? Univerfal. and his Affections 
feemedfo publicly guided, that no corrupt, or pri- 
vate ends could bias them. 

He was of that rare affability , and temper in 
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Debate, and of that feeming humility and fubmiflion B o 0 It 
of judgment, as if he brought no opinion of his YU. 
own with him, but a defire of Information, and 
Inflru&ion; yet he had fo fubtle a way of Interro- 
gating and, under the notion of Doubts , infinuat* 
inghisObje&ions, that he infufed his own opinion* 
into thofe from whom he pretended to learn, and 
receive them. And even with them who were able 
to preferve themfelves from his infufions, and dif- 
cerned thofe opinions to be fixed in him, with which 
they could not comply, he always left the Charade* 
of an Ingenious , and Confcientious Perfon. He was 
indeed a very Wife Man, and of great parts, and 
pofTelfed with the mod abfolute fpirit of Popularity, 
and the mod abfolute faculties to govern the People, 
of any Man I ever knew. For the firdyear of th® 
Parliament , he feemed rather to moderate , and 
foften the violent and didempfered humors , than to 
inflame them. But wife and difpadioned Men plainly 
difeerned, that That moderation proceeded from 
prudence, and obfervation that the feafon was not 
ripe, rather than that he approved of the modera- 
tion ; and that he Begot many opinions, and mo- 
tions, the Education whereof he committed to other 
J Men; fo far difguifing his own defigns, that he 
feemed feldom to wilh more than was concluded ; 
and in many grofs conclufions, which would here- 
after contribute to defigns not yetfet on foot, when 
he found them fufficiently backed by majority of 
Voices, he would withdraw himfelf before theQuef- 
tion , that he might feem not to confent to fo much 
vifible unreafonablenefs ; which produced as great 
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books doubt in fome, as it did approbation in others,' 
Vii. of his Integrity. What combination foever had been 
originally with the Scots for the Invafion of England, 
and what farther was entered into afterwards in 
favor of them, and to advance any alteration of the 
Government in Parliament, no Man doubts was at 
leaft with the privity of this Gentleman. 

After he was among thofe Members accufed by 
theKingofHigh-Treafon, he was much altered ; his 
nature and carriage feeming much fiercer than it did 
before. And without queftion , when he firft drew 
his Sword , he threw away the Scabbard ; for he 
paflionately oppofed the Overture made by the King 
for a Treaty from Nottingham, and as eminently, 
all expedients that might have produced any accom- 
modations in this that was ztOjoford; andwasprin- 
cipally relied on, to prevent any infufions which 
might be made into the Earl of EJfex towards Peace, 
or to render them ineffectual , if they were made; 
and was indeed much more relied on hy that Party, 
than the General himfelf. In the firft entrance into 
the Troubles, he undertook the Command of a 
Regiment of Foot, and performed the duty of a 
Colonel, upon all occafions, moft punctually. He 
was very temperate in diet, and a Supreme Governor 
over all his Paflions , and AffeCtions , and had there- 
by a great’power over other Men’s. He was of an 
Induftry and Vigilance not to be tired out, or wearied 
by the moft Laborious; and of Parts not to be im- 
pofed upon, by the moft Subtle , or Sharp; and of 
a Per fohal courage equal to his belt Parts; fo that 
he was an Enemy not to be wilbed wherever he 


Digitized' by Coog]e 



I : ■ ■ • . ■ ' • . 

* 

OF THE REBELLION. 91 

might have been made a Friend ; and as much to book 
be apprehended where he was fo , tis any Man could yiU 
deferve to be. And therefore his death was no lefs 
pleafing to the One Party , than it was condoled in 
the Ocher. In a word, what was faid of China t 
might well be applied to Him; “ he had a Head to 
“ contrive, and a Tongue to perfuade , and a Hand 
“ to execute, any mifchief. ” His death therefore 
feemed to be a great deliverance to the Nation. 

T he Earl of -gear’s Army was fo weakened by thefe 
defeats , and more by the fxcknefs that had wafted 
it, that it was not thought fafe to remain longer fo 
near his unquiet, and reftlefs Enemies. The Factions, 
and Animofities at London , required his prefence 
Th ere ; and he thought the Army would be fooner 
recruited there , than at fo great a diftance ; fo that The Karl of 
he marched diredly from Thame to London , where ThVme" 
he found Jealoufy and Contention enough ; leaving to Londons 
his Army Quartered about St. Albans. Whilft the |“"' e "bo U t 3 
Affairs of the Parliament were in this diftradion , si. Altai*, 
the King’s recovered great Reputation ; and the Sea- 
fon of the year being fit for Adion , all Difcontents , 
and Fadious Murmurings , were adjourned to the 
next Winter. 

The end of the Treaty, in which We left the Chief- Th* King’* 
Commanders of the Cornijh - Forces, with Commit ,n 
fioners of the other Weftern-Counties , was like that 
in other places; for notwithftanding thofe extraor- 
dinary obligations of Oaths , and receiving the Sacra- 
ment., circumftances in no other Treaty, the Parlia- 
ment no fooner fent their Votes, and Declarations 
to then) ( the fame which are before mentioned upo* 
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■ o o K the Treaties in Tork/hire , and Chejliire) and fome 
VII. Members of their own to overlook and perplex 
them, but all peaceable Inclinations were laid afule; 
fo that ( having in the mean time induflrioufly levied 
Money , throughout Somerjtt and Devon , upon 
Friends and Enemies ; and a good Body of Men ) 
the Night before the expiration of the Treaty and 
Ceflation , James Chudleigh the Major-General of ’ 
the Rebels, brought a ftrong Party of Horfe and 
Foot within two miles of Launceflon , the head Quar- 
ter of the Lornijh , and the very next Morning, the 
Ceflation not being determined till after twelve of 
the Clock in the Night, marched upon the Town, 
where they were not fufficiently provided for them. 
For though the Commanders of the Corni/7i had em- 
ployed their time , as ufefully as they could , during 
the Ceflation , in preparing the Gentry of that Coun- 
ty, and all the Inhabitants, to fubmit to a Weekly 
Tax for the fupport of that power, which defended 
them ; over and above which , the Gentlemen , and 
Eerfons of Quality, freely brought in all their Plate 
to be difpofed of to the public , and though they 
forefaw, after the Committee of Parliament came 
into the County, that the Treaty would conclude 
without fruit , and therefore Sir Ralph Hopton , and 
Sir Bevil Greenvil repaired to Launcejlon the day be- 
fore the expiration of the Treaty, to meet any 
attempt fhould be made upon them: Yet, being to 
Feed , and Pay their fmall Forces outof one County, 
they had been compelled to Quarter their Men at a 
great diftance , that no one part might be more op- 
preffed than was neceflary : fo that all that was done 
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the firft day, was by the advantage of Pafles , and book 
lining of Hedges , to keep the Enemy in Adtion , TH. 
till the other Forces came up ; which they feafonably 
did , towards the Evening ; and then the Enemy, 
who received great lofs in that day's Adtion, grew fo 
heartlcfs , that in the Night they retired to Okington t 
fifteen miles from the place of their Skirmiih. After 
which many fmall Skirmiflies enfued , for many days, 
with various fuccefs; fometimes the CoTniJh advan- 
cing it) Devon , and then retiring again ; for it ap- 
peared now, that a formed Army was marching 
againftthem, fo farfuperior in Number, that there 
was no reafonable hope of refiftance. 

Towards the middle of May, the Earl of Stamford "ft 
marched into Cornwal , by the North - part, with a m ‘*” h ° r , int , 
Body of fourteen hundred Horfe and Dragoons , Corawaiwitii 
and five thoufand four hundred Foot by the Poll, *“ ArmT ' 
with a Train of thirteen Brafs-Ordnance , and a 
Mortar-Piece, and a very plentiful Magazine of 
Vidtual, and Ammunition , and every way in as 
good an Equipage, as could be provided by Men 
who wanted no Money ; whillt the King’s fmall 
Forces, being no,t half the Number , and unfupplied 
with every ufeful thing , were at Launcejlon ; of 
whom the Enemy had fo abfolute a contempt, 
though they knew they were marching to them , 
within fix or feven Miles , that they confidered only 
bow to take them after they were difperfecj , and to 
prevent their running into Pcndennis - Caftle to give 
them farther trouble. To which purpofe having en- 
camped themfelves upon the flat top of a very high 
Hill, to which the Afcents were very fteep every 
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Boon way, near Slralton , being the only part of Cornwal 
▼H. eminently difaffe&ed to the King’s Service, they 
fent a Party of twelve huudred Horfe and Dragoons, 
under the Command of Sir George thudleig/i , Father 
to their Major • General, to Bodmin to furprife the 
High -Sheriff and principal Gentleman of the Coun- 
ty; and thereby, not only to prevent the coming 
up of any more ftrength to the King’s Party, but , 
under the awe of fuch a power of Horfe , to make 
the whole County rife for them. Thisdefign, which 
was not in itfelf unreafonable , proved foitunate to 
the King. For his Forces which marched from L.aun~ 
teflon) with a refolution to Fight with the Enemy, 
upon any difadvantage of Place or Number ( which, 
how hazardous foever , carried lefs danger with it , 
than retiring into the County, or any thing fife <hat 
was in their power) eafilv now rcfolvcd to A {fault 
the Camp in the abfence of their Horfe ; and with 
' this refolution, they marched on Monday the hi te tilth 
of May, within a Mile of the Enemy ; being fo def- 
titute of all Provifions , that the bed Officers had 
but a Bifketa Man a day, for two days, the Enemy 
looking upon them as their own. 

On Tuejday thefixteenth of May , aboutfive of the 
Clock in the Morning, they difpofed themfelves to 
their work ; having Rood in their Arms all the Night. 

The Number of Foot was about two thoufandfour 
hundred, which they divided into four Parts, and 
agreed on their feveral Provinces. 1 he firft was 
Commanded by the Lord Mohun , and Sir Ralph 
Hopton-, who undertook to Affault the Camp on 
the South-fidc. Next them , on the left hand , Sir 
■ j 
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John Berkeley , and Sir Bevil Grtenvil were to force 
their way. Sir Nicholas Slanning , and Colonel Trc- 
rannion were to Aflault the North-fide; and, on 
the left .hand > Colonel Thomas Baffet , who was 
Major-General of their Foot , and Colonel William 
Godolphin were to advance with Their Party ; each 
Party having two pieces of Cannon to difpofe as 
they found neceflary : Colonel John Digby Com* 
manding the Horfe and Dragoons , being about 
five hundred , flood upon a Sandy-Common which 
had a way to the Camp, to take any advantage he 
could of the Enemy, if they Charged; otherwifc, 
to be firm as a Referve. 

In this manner the Fight begun ; the King’s Forces 
preffing, with their utmoll vigor, thofe four ways 
up the Hill , and the Enemies as obflinately defending 
their ground. The Fight continued with very doubt* 
ful fuccefs, till towards three of the Clock in the 
Afternoon ; when word was brought to the Chief- 
Officers of the Cornijh , that their Ammunition was 
fpent to lefs than four Barrels of Powder; which 
(concealing the defedt from the Soldiers) they re- 
folved could be only fupplied with Courage : and 
therefore, by Mefiengers to one another, they 
agreed to advance with their full Bodies , without 
making any more Ihot, till they reached the top of 
the Hill , and fo might be upon even ground with 
the Enemy; wherein the Officer’s - Courage , and 
Refolution , was fo well feconded by the Soldier, 
that they begun to get ground in all places ; and the 
Enemy, in wonder of the 1V1 en , who out-faced their 
fhot with their Swords, to quit their Poll. Major* 
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book General Chudleigh , who ordered the Battle , failed 
Til. in no part of a Soldier; and when he faw his JVlen 
recoil from lefs Numbers, and ’.he Enemy in all places 
gaining the Hill upon him bimfelf advanced , with 
a good (land of Pikes, upon that Party which was 
led by Sir John Berkeley , and Sir Uevil Greenvil ; and 
Charged them fo fmartly, that he putthem into difor- 
der ; Sir Bevil Greenvil, in the fliock, being borne 
to the Ground , but quickly relieved by his Com- 
panion; they fo reinforced the Charge, that having 
killed moll of the Aflailants , and difperfed the reft , 
they took the Major-General Pnfoner, after he had 
behaved himfelf with as much Courage, as a Man 
could do. Then the Enemy gave ground apace , 
infomuch as the four Parties , growing nearer and 
nearer as they afcended the Hill , between three and 
four of the Clock, they all met together upon one 
ground near the top of the Hill ; where they embraced 
with unfpeakable joy, each congratulating the others 
fuccefs, and all acknowledging the wondeiful blef- 
fmg of God ; and being there polfelfed of fome of 
the Enemies Cannon, they turned them upon the 
Camp, and advanced together to peried the V ictory. 
But the Enemy no fooner underitood the lofs of their 
Major-General, but their hearts failed them; and 
v being fo refolutely prefled , and their ground loft # 
upon the fecurity and advantage whereof, they 
wholly depended, fome of them threw down their 
Arms, and Others fled; difperfing theml'elves , and 
every Man fhifting for himfelf : Their General , the 
Earl of Stamford , giving the example, who ( having 
ftood at a fufe diftance all the time ol the Battle, 
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environed with all the Horfe , which in fmall Parties, book 
though it is true their whole Number was not above vii. 
fix or fevenfeore , might have done great mifehief to 
the federal Parties of Foot, who with fo much diffi- 
culty fealed the fteep Hill) as foon as he faw the 
day loft, andfomefay fooner , made all imaginable 
hafte to Exeter, to prepare them for the condition 
they were fliortly to expect. 

The Conquerors, as foon as they had gained the 
Camp, and difperfed the Enemy, and after public 
Prayers upon the place ( and a folemn Thankfgiving 
to Almighty God for their Deliverance and Victory 
fent a fmall Party of Horfe to purfue the Enemy for 
a mile or two; not thinking lit to purfue farther , or 
with their whole Body of Horfe, left Sir George 
fhould return from Bodmin with his ftrong Body of 
Horfe and Dragoons, and find them in diforder; 
but contenting themfelves with the Vidory they had 
obtained upon the place, which , in Subftance as 
well as Circumftance , was as fignal a one , as hath 
happened to either Party fince the unhappy diffrac- 
tion; for on the King’s Party were not loft in all 
above fourfeore Men; whereof few were Officers, 
and none above the degree of a Captain ; and though 
many more were hurt, not above ten Men died 
afterwards of their wounds. On the Parliament.fide, 
notwithftanding their advantage of ground, and 
that the other were the Affailants, above three 
hundred were flain on the place, and feventecu 
hundred taken Prifoners with their Major-General, 
and above thirty other Officers. They took like- 
wife all their Baggage and Tents , all their Cannon , 
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o o K being, as was faid before, thirteen pieces of Brafs- 

Vll. Ordnance, and a Brafs-Mortar-piece ; all their Am- 
munition, being feventy Barrels of Powder, and 
all other forts of Ammunition proportionable, and 
a very great Magazine of Bifket , and other excel- 
lent Provifions of Victuals ; which was as fcafonable 
a Bleffing as the Vidory, to thofe who , for three 
or four days before , had fuffered great want of 
food as well as deep ; and were equally tired with 
duty, and hunger. The Army refted that night, and 
the next day, at Stratton ; all care being taken by 
exprefs Mcffengers , to difperfe the news of their 
fuccefs to all parts of that Country, and to guard 
the Paffes upon the River Tamar , whereby to hinder 
the return of the Enemies Horfc and Dragoons. But 
Sir George Chudleigh had no fooner, with great 
triumph, difperfed the High - Sheriff, and Gentle- 
men, who intended to have called th epoffe Comitatus , 
according to their good cuftom , for the Afliflance 
of the King’s Party, and with little refinance entered 
Bodmin , when he received the fatal News of the 
lofs of their Camp and Army at Stratton. Upon which 
with as much hafte, and diforder, as fo great a con- 
fternation could produce among a People not ac- 
■ quainted with the Accidents of War, leaving many 
of his Men and Horfes a Prey to the Country-People, 
himfelf, with as many as he could get, and keep 
together, got into Plymouth; and thence, without 
interruption or hazard , into Exeter. 

The Earl of Stamford . to make his own conduct 
and misfortune the lefs cenfured, induftrioully fpread 
abroad in all places , and confidently fent the fame 
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information to the Parliament, “ that he had been boor 
“ betrayed by James Lhudleigh; and that, in the Vix. 

<£ heat of £he Battle, when the hope of the day Hood 
“fair, he had Voluntarily, with a Party, run over 
“ to the Enemy, and immediately Charged the 
“ Parliament Forces ; which begot in all Men a ge- 
“ neral apprehenfion of Treachery , the Soldiers 
“ fearing their Officers, and the Officers their Sol- 
“ diers revolt;” and thereupon the Rout enfued. 

Whereas the truth is, as he was a young Man of 
excellent Parcs, and Courage, he performed the part 
of a right good Commander, both in his Orders, 
and his Perfon ; and was taken Prifoner in the Body 
of his Enemy, whither he had Charged with un- 
daunted Courage, when there was no other expe- 
dient in reafon left. But this fcandal fo without 
color caft on him , and entertained with more credit 
than his fervices had merited (for from the time of 
his Engagement to the Parliament, he had ferved 
not only with full ability, but with notable fuccefs, 
and was the only Man that had given any inter- 
ruption to the profperity of the Cornijh Army, and 
in a mght-fkirmilh , at Bradock- Down near Okington, 
flruck a greater terror into them, and difordered 
them more than they were at any other time) wrought 
fo far upon the young Man, together with the kind 
ufage, and reception he found as a Prifoner among 
the Chief- Officers , who loved him as a Gallant 
Enemy, and one like to do the King good Service 
if he were recovered to his Loyalty, that after he 
had been Prifoner about ten days, he freely declared, 

“ that he was convinced in his confcicnce, and 
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book “ judgment, of the errors he had committed; 1 * 
▼ IJ * and, upon promife made to him of the King’s Par. 
don, frankly offered to join with them in his Ma- 
jefty’s Service ; and fo gave fome countenance to 
the reproach that was firft moft injurioufly caft 
upon him. 

The truth is, he was of too good an undemand- 
ing , and too much generofity in his nature , to be 
affeded to the Caufe which he ferved, or to com- 
ply with thofe Arts, which he faw pradifed to 
carry it on ; and having a Command in Ireland 
when the War firft broke out, he came thence into 
England , with a purpofe to ferve the King; and to 
that end, fliortly after his Majefty’s coming to 
Oxjord, he came thither to tender his Service; but 
he found the Eyes of moft Men fixed upon him 
with prejudice and jealoufy there , both for his Fa- 
mily’s fake, which was notorioufly difaffeded to 
the King , and for fome errors of his own , in that 
Plot, that was fo much fpokenof, to bring up the 
Northern Army to awe the Parliament ; in which 
bufinefs, being then a very young Man, and of a 
ftirring fpirit, and defirous of a Name, he had ex- 
preffed much Zeal to the King’s Service , and been 
bufy in inclining the Army to engage in fuch Peti- 
tions , and Undertakings, as were not gracious to 
the Parliament. But when that difcovery was made 
». by Mr. Goring , as is before remembered , and a 

Committee appointed to examine the combination, 
this Gentleman, wrought upon by hopes , or fears, 
in his examination, faid much that was difadvan- 
tageous to the Court, and therefore, bringing no 
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other Teftimony with him to Oxford , but of his BOOK 
own Confcience, he received nothing like Coun- vii. 
tenance there; whereupon he returned to London , 
fufficiently incenfed that he was negletfled ; and was 
quickly entertained for their Weftern employment, 
where his neareft Friends were thoroughly engaged. 

But after this defeat, his former paflion being allayed, 
and his obfervation and experience convincing him, 
that the defigns of the Parliament were not fuch as 
were pretended , he refigned himfelf to thofe who 
firft conquered him with Force , and then with 
Reafon and Civility; and, no doubt, was much 
wrought upon by the difeipline, and integrity of 
the Forces, by whom he had been fubdued; and 
with the piety, tempe_r, and fobriety of the Chief- 
Commanders, which indeed was mod exemplary, 
and worthy the Caufe for which they were engaged; 
the Reputation , and Confcience whereof, had alone 
earried them through the difficulties, and ftraits, 
with which they were to contend. ' * 

This Army, willing to relieve their Friends of 
Cornwal, from the burden which they fuftained fo 
patiently, haftened their march into Devonfhire , 
not thoroughly refolved whether to attack Plymouth, 
or Exeter , or both; when advertifement came to 
them, by an exprefs from Oxford , “ that the King 
“ had Cent Prince Maurice, and the Marquis of Hcrt- 
“ ford, with a very good Body of Horfe to join 
“ with them , and that they were advanced towards 
“ them as far as Somerfetfhire ; and that Sir William 
( * Waller was defigned by the Parliament, to vifit the 
“ Weft, with a new Army, which would receive 
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K “ a pood recruit from thofe who efcaped from 
** the Battle of Stratton So that it was neccfiary for 
all the King’s Forces in thofe parts to be united in 
a Body, as foon as might be; hereupon it was 
quickly refolvcd to leave fuch a Party at Saltajh , 
and M'tlbrook as might defend faithful Cornwal from 
any incurfions of Plymouth , and with their Army 
to march Eaflward; their number increafing daily 
upon the Reputation of their new wonderful Vic- 
tory ; many Volunteers coming to them out ot Devon. 
Jhirc, and very many of their Prifoners profeffing, 
they had been feduced , and freely offering to ferve 
theKingagainfl thofe who had wronged both; who, 
being entertained under fome of their own converted 
Officers , behaved themfelves afterwards with great 
Honefly and Courage. And fo making no longer 
flay by the way, than wasneccflary for the refrelh- 
ing of their Troops, the Corni/h Army, for that 
was the fly le it now carried, marched by Exeter , 
r where the Earl of Stamjord, with a fufficicnt Gar- 
ri'on, then was; and flaying only two or three days 
to fix fmali Garrifons, whereby that Town, full 
of ftar and apprehenfion , might be kept from hav- 
ing too great an influence upon fo populous a 
County, advanced to Tiverton, where a Regiment 
of Foot of the Parliament, under Colonel Ware , a 
Gentleman of that County, had fixed themfelves; 
hoping Sir William Waller would be as foon with 
them for their relief, as the Corni/h would be to 
force them ; which Regiment being eafilv difperfed, 
they flayed there to expect new Orders from the 
Marquis of Hertford. 
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When the lofs of Reading was well digefted, and rook 
the King underftood the declining condition of the vu. 
Earl of EJex’s Army , and that he would either not 
be able to advance, or not in fuch a manner, as 
would give him much trouble at Oxford-, and hear- 
ing in what profperous Hate his hopeful Party in 
Cornwal flood , whither the Parliament was making 
all hafle to fend Sir William Waller, to check their 
good fuccefs ; his Majefty refolvcd to fend the Mar- 
quis of Hertford into thofe parts, the rather becaufe 
there were many of the prime Gentlemen of Wilt - 
/hire, Dorfel/hire, and Somerfctfhire, who confidently 
undertook , if the Marquis went through thofe 
Counties, with fuch a ftrength as they fuppofed the 
King would fpare to him, they would in a very fhort 
^ time raife fo confiderable a power, as to oppofe 
any force the Parliament fhould be able to fend. t 
When the Marquis was ready for his Journey, 
news arrived of the great Viclory at Stratton ; fo that 
there W2s no danger in the Marquis’s being able to 
join with that little Cornifh Army; and then there 
would appear indeed a vifible Body worthy the 
name of an Army. This put fome Perfons upon 
defiring, that Prince Maurice (who was yet in no 
other Quality of Command, than of a private Co- 
lonel of Horfe , but had always behaved himfelf with 
great Courage and Vigilance) might be likewife 
difpofed into a Command of that Army. Hereupon 
the King affigned Him , and his Highnefs willingly 
accepted to be Lieutenant-General under the Mar- 
quis; who for many reafons, befides that he was 
actually poffefTed of it, was thought fit to have the 
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o o K fupcrior power over thofe Weftcrn Counties, where 
VII, his Fortune lay, and the Fdimation , and Reve- 
rence of the People to him was very great. So the 
Prince and the Marquis, with Prince Maurice's , 
and the Earl of Carnarvon's , and Colonel Thomas 
Howard's Regiments of Horfe (the Earl being Ge- 
neral of the Cavalry ) advanced into the Wed; and 
(living only feme few days at Sa/ijbury , and after 
in Dorjh/h ire , whilfl fome new Regiments of Horfe 
and Foot, which were levying by the Gentlemen 
in thofe part®, came up to them, made all convenient 
hafte info Somerfajlure , being defirous to join with 
the Corn: pi , as foon as might be; prefuming they 
fhould be then bed able to perfedt their new Levies, 
when they were out of apprehenfion of being dif- 
turbed by a more powerful Force. For Sir William 
Waller was already marched out of Ix>ndon y and 
ufed not to day longer by the way than was una- 
voidably necelfary. 

In the Marquis’s fird entrance into the Wed, He 
* had an unfpeakable lofs , and the King’s Service a 
far greater, by the death of Mr. Rogers, a Gentle- i 
man of a rare Temper, and excellent Underdanding; 
who befides that he had a great Intered in the Mar- 
quis, being his Coufin-german , andfo, out of that 
private Relation, as well as Zeal to the public, 
pafliinarely inclined to gdvance the Service, had a 
wonderful great influence upon the County of Dor - 
fet , for which he ferved as one of the Knights in 
Parliament; and hudfo well defigned all things there, 
that Poole , and Lyme (two Port - Towns in that 
County, which gave the King afterwards much 
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Trouble) if He had lived, had been undoubtedly book 
reduced. But by his Death all chofe hopes ,were can. vir. 
celled, the furviving Gentry of that Shire being, 
how well affeded foever, fo unadive, that the pro- 
grefs, that was that year made there to the King’s 
advantage, owed little to their Affiftance. 

About the middle of June, Prince Maurice, and 
the Marquis, with fixteen or feventeen Hundred 
Horfe, and about one thoufand new levied Foot, 
and fcven or eight Field-pieces, came to Chard , a 
fair Town itr Somerfei/hire , neareft the edge of 
Devonjhire ; where, according to order, they were 
met by the Gornijh Army ; which con filled of above 
three thoufand excellent Foot , five hundred Horfe, , n d p r inco 
and three hundred Dragoons, with four of five Field- Mauric '» 
pieces; fo that , Officers and all , beingjoined, they Forc , Sf jeill 
might well pafs for an Army of feven thoufand Men ; ,lie eorniih 
with an excellent Train of Artillery, and a very fair ,l 
proportion of Ammunition of all forts, and fo good 
a Reputation, that they might well promife them- 
felves a quick increafe of their Numbers. Yet if the 
extraordinary temper and virtue of the Chief-Officers 
of the Cornijh , had not been much fuperior to that 
of their Common-Soldiers, who valued themfelves 
high, as the Men whofe courage had alone vindi- 
cated the King’s Caufe in the Weft , there might have 
been greater diforder at. their firft joining, than 
could eafily have been compofed. For how fmall 
foever the Marquis’s Party was in Numbers, it was 
fupplied with all the General Officers of a Royal 
Army, a General, Lieutenant-General, General of 
the Horfe , General of the Ordnance , a Major- 
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book General of Horfe, and another of Foot, without 
vii. kcepiftg fuitable Commands for thofe who had done 
all that was palled , and were to be principally relied 
on for what was to come. So that the Chief-Officer* 
of the Corni/Ti Army, by joining with a much lefs 
Party than themfelves, were at beft in the condition of 
Private Colonels. Yet the fame Public thoughts ftill 
fo abfolutely prevailed with them, that they quieted 
all murmurings and emulations among Inferior Offi- 
cers , and Common-Soldiers ; and were, with equal 
candor and eftimation , valued by the Prince and 
IYIarquis, who bethought themfelves of all expe- 
dients , which might prevent any future mifunder- 
Handing. 

Taunton was the firfl place they rcfolvcd to vilit, 
being one of the faireft , largeft, and richeft Towns 
in Somerjetjhire \ but withal as eminently afifeded to 
the Parliament , where they had now a Garrifon ; 
but they had not yet the fame Courage they recover- 
ed afterwards. For the Army was no fooner drawn 
near the Town, the head Quarters being at Orchard . , 
a Houfe of the Portmans, two miles from the Town, 
but the Town fent two of their fubftantial Inhabit- 
ants toTreat; which, though nothingwas conclud- 
ed, ftruck that terror into the Garrifon ( the Pri- 
foners in the Caftlc, whereof many were Men of 
good Fortunes , imprifoned there as Malignants , 
at the fame time raifing fomc commotion there) thac 
the Garrifon fled out of the Town to Bridgewater , 
being a lefs Town but of a much ftronger fituation ; 
and, with the fame panic fear, the next day from 
thence; fo that the Marquis was poflcffed , in three 
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days, of Taunton , Bridgewater , and Dun/iar-Cz(\.]e, fo 
much ftrongerthan both the other, that it could not 
have been forced ; yet by the dexterity of Brands 
Windham, who wrought upon the fears of the owner, 
and maftcr of it, Mr. Lutterel , was with as little 
bloodflied as the other, delivered up to the King; 
into which the Marquis put him , that took it, at 
Governor; as he well deferved. 

The Government of Taunton he committed to Sir 
John St a well, a Gentleman of a very great Eftate in 
thofe parts; who from the beginning, had heartily and 
perfonally engaged Himfelfand his Children for the 
King; and was in the firft form of thofe who had 
made themfelves obnoxious to the Parliament. The 
other Government , of Bridgewater , was conferred 
upon Edmund Windham, High-Sheriff of the County, 
being a Gentleman of a Fortune near the place , and 
of a good perfonal Courage, and unqueftionable 
Affedlion to the Caufe. The Army -flayed about 
Taunton feven or eight days, for the fettling thofe 
Garrifons, and to receive Advertifements of the 
Motion, or Station of the Enemy ; in which time 
they loft much of the Credit, and Reputation , they 
had with the Country. For whereas the Chief-Com- 
manders of the C ornifh Army, had reftrained their 
Soldiers from all manner of Licence , obliging them 
tofolemn, and frequent Adlions of Devotion, info- 
much as the fame of their Religion , and Difcipline, 
was no Iefs than of their Courage, and thereupon Sir 
Ralph Hopton (who was generally confidered as the 
General of that Army , though it was governed by 
fuch a Commiffion as is before remembered ) was 
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book greedily expected in his own Country , where hi* 
▼XI. Reputation was fccond to no Man’s; the Horfe, that* 
came now with the Marquis , having lived under a 
loofe Difcipline, and coming now into plentiful 
Quarters, unvifited by an Army, eminent for their 
Difaffe&ion, were diforderly enough to give the 
Enemy credit in laying more to their Charge than 
they deferved; and by their Licence hindered thole 
orderly Levies, which Ihould have brought in a 
fupply of Money, for the regular payment of the 
Army, This extravagancy produced another mif- 
chief, fome jealoufy orlhadow of it, between the 
Lord Marquis and Prince Maurice ; the firft, as being 
better verfed in the Policy of Peace , than in the 
Myfteries of War, defiring to regulate the Soldier, 
and to reftrain him from ufing any Licence upon the 
Country, and the Prince being thought fo wholly 
to incline to the Soldier ; that he negledled any confi- 
deration of the Country, and not without fome defign 
of drawing the foie dependance of the Soldier upon 
himfelf. But here wefe the feeds rather fownofdif- 
like , than any vifibie difinclination produced ; for 
> after they had fettled the Garrifons before mentioned, 
they advanced, with Unity and Alacrity, Eaftward, 
to find out the Enemy, which was gathered together 
in a confiderable Body , within lefs than twenty 
Miles of them. 

Whilft fo much time was fpentat Oxford , to pre- 
pare the fuppliesfor the Weft, and in fettling the 
manner of fending them ; which might have been 
done much fooner, and with lefs noife ; the Parlia- 
ment forefaw , that if all the Weft were recovered 
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i from them , their Quarters would by degrees be fo book 
ftraitened, t^at their other Friends would quickly vii. 
grow weary cf them. They had ftill all the Weftern 
Ports at their Devotion , thofe in Cornwal only ex- 
cepted ; and their Fleets had always great benefit by 
it. And though mod of the Gentry were engaged 
againft them, as they were in truth in many parts 
throughout the Kingdom, yet the Common-People, 
efpecially in the Clothing- parts of Somerfetjliire , 
were generally too much inclined to them. So that 
they could not want Men , if they fentaBodyof 
Horfe, and fome Arms , to countenance them ; with 
the laft of which, they had fufficiently ftored the Sea- , 

Towns which were in their hands. And therefore 
they refolved , that though they could not eafily' 
recruit their Army , they would fend fome Troops The p«u«. 
of Horfe, and Dragoons, into the W eft , to keep up Sir 

the Spirits of their Friends there. And for the conduct into the we» 
of this fervice, they made choice of Sir William with an Army* 
Waller , a Member of the Houfe of Commons, and a 
Gentleman of a Family in Kent. 

Sir WilliamWaller had been well bred ; and, having 
fpent fome years abroad, and fome time in the Armies 
there, returned with a good Reputation home ; and 
fliortly after, having Married a young Lady, who 
was to inherit a good Fortune in the Weft , he had a 
quarrel with a Gentleman of the fame Family, who 
had the Honor to be a menial Servant to the King in a 
place near his Perfon ; which, in that time, was 
attended with Privilege'and Refpcdf from all Men. 

Thefe two Gentlemen difcourfxng with fome warmth 
together, Sir [William Waller received fuch provocation 
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book from the other, that he flruck him a blow over 
VII. the face, fo near the Gate of We/lmin/ler-Hall , ,thac 
there were Witneffes, who fwore, “ that it was in the 
Hall itfelf, the Courts being then fitting which, ac- 
cording to the rigor of Law , makes it very penal ; 
and the credit the other had in the Court, made the 
profecution to be very fevere ; infomuch as he was 
at Jail compelled to redeem himfelf at a dear ranfom ; 
the benefit whereof, was conferred on his ad verfary* 
which made the fenfe of it the more grievous ; and 
this produced in him fo eager a fpirit againfl the 
Court, that he was very open to any temptation, that 
might engage him againll it; and fo concurring in 
the Houfe of Commons with all thofe Counfels which 
were moft Violent, he was employed in their firft 
Military Adtion, for the reducing of Portfmonth : 
which he effe&ed with great eafe , as is remembered 
before; and when the Lari of Ljjex had put the 
Army into Winter - Quarters , he had with fome 
Troops, made a Cavalcade or two into the Well, fo 
fortunately , that he had not only beat up feme loofe 
Quarters, but had furprifed a fixed and fortified 
Quarter , made by the Lord Herbert of Ragland near 
GloceJler\ in which he took above twelve hundred 
Prifoners with all the Officers ; being a number very 
little inferior to his own Party ; which is Iikewife par- 
ticularly remembered before. So that he got great 
Reputation with the Parliament and the City ; and 
was there called William the Conqueror. And it is very 
true , that they who looked upon the Earl of PJfex 
as a Man that would not keep them company to the 
end of their Journey, had their Eyes upon Sir 
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William Waller , as a Man more for Their turn ; and book 
were deljrous to extol him the more, that he might yil. 
eclipfc the other. And therefore they prepared all 
things for his march, with fo great expedition, 
and fecrecy , that the Marquis of Hertford was no 
fooner joined to the Corni/h Troops ( in which time 
Bridgewater , and Dunfar , and fome other places 
were reduced from the Parliament ) before he was in- 
formed that Sir William Waller was within two days 
march of him , and was more like to draw fupplies 
to him from Brifol, and the parts adjacent, which 
were under the Parliament, than the Marquis could 
from the open Country ; and therefore it was held 
moft Counfelable to advance , and engage him , 
whilft he was not yet too flrong; and by this means 
they fliould continue ftill their march toward Oxford ; 
which they now inclined to do. \ 

Though Sir William Waller himfelf continued ftill 
at Bath, yet the remainder of thofe Horfe and Dra- 
goons that efcapedoutof Cornwall after the Battle 
of Stratton , and fuch other as were fent out of Exeter 
for their cafe, when they apprehended a Siege . and 
thofe Soldiers who fled out of Taunton , and Bridge- 
water , and other Regiments of the Country, were 
by Alexander Popham, Strode , and the other Deputy- 
Lieutenant of the Militia for Somerjet , rallied; and 
with the Trained-bands, and Volunteer-Regiments 
of the Country, drawn together, with that confi- 
dence, that when the Marquis had taken up his 
head Quarters at Somerlon, the Enemy, before 
break of day, fell upon a Regiment of Dragoons, 
quartered a mile Eaftward from theTown; andgave 
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fo brlflc an Alarm to the King’s Army , thatitwaS 
immediately drawn out, and advanced upon the 
Enemy (being the firfl they had feen make any Hand 
before them, lincc the Battle oi Stratton) who making 
ftands upon the places of advantage , and maintain- 
ing little Skirmifhes in the Rear, retired in no ill 
order to IVells-, and the King’s Forces flail purfuing, 
they chofe to quit that City likewife; and drew their 
whole Body, appearing in number as confiderable 
as their Purfuers , to the top of a Hill, called Mendip- 
Hill, overlooking the City of Wells, which they had 
left. The day being far fpent, and the March having 
been long, the Marquis, with all the Foot, and 
Train, flayed at IVells , but Prince Maurice, and the 
Earl of Carnarvon , with Sir Ralph Hopion , and Sir 
John Berkeley < and two Regiments of Horfe, refoived 
to loop upon the Enemy on the top of the Hill; who 
fufferedthem, without interruption, to gain the top 
of the Hill level with them, in a very orderly manner, 
facing with a large Front of their Horfe, to give their 
Foot and Baggage leifure and fecurity, retired to- 
gether as the Prince advanced. This and the natural 
contempt the King’s Horfe yet had of the Enemy , 
which in all Skirmifhesand Charges bad been hither- 
to beaten by them, made the Prince judge this to be 
but a more graceful running away ; and therefore 
followed them farther, over thofe large Hills till the 
Enemy, who were anon to pafs through a Lane, and 
a Village called Chewton ; were compelled , before 
their entrance into the Lane, to leave their Rcferve; 
which faced about much thinner thanit was over the 
Hill; which opportunity and advantage was no 

fooner 
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fooner difcerned , as it had been forcfeen , but the 
Lari of Carnarvon ( who always Charged home) with 
an incomparable Gallantry Charged the Enemy, and 
prefled them fo hard , that he entered the Lane with 
them, and Routed the whole Body of their Horfe, 
andfollowed the execution of them above two miles. 

But this was like to have been a dear fucccfs; for 
Sir Wi Ilium Waller , who lay with his new Army 
at Bai/i , and had drawn to him a good fupply out 
of the Garrifon at Briftol , had direded this Body 
which was in Somerfet , to retire before the King’s 
Forces till they Ihould join with him, who had fenc 
afrefh, ftrong Party of fiorfe and Dragoons, to 
aflid their Retreat; which , by the advantage of a 
Hedge, had marched without being difeovered : fo 
that the Lari of Carharvon , being a ftranger in the 
Country and the ways, puilued the fcinemy into Sir 
William Waller's Quarters , and till himfelf was pref- 
fed by a frefh Body of Horfe and Dragoons; when 
he was neceflitated to retire in as good order as he 
could; and fent the Prince, who followed him, 
word of the danger which attended them. His High, 
nefs hereupon, with what hafte he could, drew back 
through the Village; chufmg rather, with very 
good reafon, to attend the Enemy in the plain 
Heath, than to be engaged in a narrow paflage : 
thither the Earl of Carnarvon with his Regiment 
came to him, broken and chafed by the Enemy ; 
who immediately drew up a large Front of Horfe 
and Dragoons, much ftronger than the Prince’s 
Party, who had only his own, and the Earl of Car- 
/za/vort’sReginjents,withforaeGentleraenVoIuntcers. 
Vot.. VI. I 
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book The ftrait, and necelllty he was in, was very 
VII. great ; for as he might feem much too weak to 

Charge them, fo the danger might probably be 
much greater to retire over thefe fair Hills, being 
purfued with a frefli Party much fuperior in number. 
Therefore he took a Gallant Rcfolution , to give 
the Enemy a brifle Charge with his own Regiment 
upon their advance, whillt the Earl rallied His, 
and prepared to fecond him , as there fliould be 
occafion. This was as foon and fortunately executed 
as refolved ; the Prince in the head of the Regiment 
Charging fo vigoroufly , that he utterly broke, and 
routed that part of the Front that received the im- 
predion. But almoft half the Enemies Horfe, that*, 
being extended larger than his Front, were not 
Charged, wheeled about , and Charge, d the Prince 
* in the Rear; and at the fame time the Earl of Car- 
narvon , with his rallied Regiment, Charged Their 
Hear; and all this fo thoroughly performed, that they 
were mingled one among the other, and the good 
Sword was to decide the controverfy , their Piftols 
being fpent in the clofe. The Prince himfelf received 
«. two fhrewd hurts in his head, and was beaten off his 
Horfe; but he was prefently relieved, and carried oft’ 
and the Enemy totally-routed, and purfued again by 
the Earl of Carnarvon ; who had a fair execution 
upon them , as long as the light countenanced his 
chafe, and then he returned to the head Quarters at 
Wells ; there having been in thefe Skirmilhes three- 
fcore or fourfeore Men loft on the Prince’s Party, 
and three times that number by the Enemy ; the 
A&imi being too quick to take many Prifoners. 

At Wells the Army refted many days, as well to 
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recover the Prince’s wounds, being only cuts with 
Sword>, as to confuk what was next to be done; 
for they were now within diftance of an Enemy 
that they knew would Fight with them. For Sir 
William Walter was at Bath with his whole Army, 
much Lncreafed by thofe who were chafed out of 
the Weft; and refolved not to advance, having all 
advantages of Provifions, and Paffes till a new 
fnpply, he every day expected from London, were 
arrived with him. On jthe other fide, the Marquis 
was not only to provide to meet with fo vigilant an 
Knemy, but to fccurebimfelf at his Rear, that the 
difaffe&ion of the People behind him, who were 
only fubdued, not converted, upon the advance of 
Sir William Waller, might not take frefh' Courage. 
Though Cormyal was reatonably fecured, to keep 
off any impreffion upon itfelf from Plymouth , yet 
Devonjhire was left in a very unfafe pofiure; there 
being only a fro all Party at Columbjohn , a Houfe 
iof Sir John sick land's three miles ,off Exeter , to con- 
trol the power of that -City, where the Earl of 
Stamford was; and <to difpute not only with anjr 
commotion, chat might happen in the Country, 
but with any power that might arrive by Sea. Upon 
•thefe coofiderations , and the intelligence, that the 
Parliament had feat diredions to the Earl of War~ 
fvick their Admiral, “ to attend the Devon [hire* 
a* Coaftwith his Fleet, and take any advantage he 
* could,” the Marquis, by the advice of the 
Council of 'Wax, fent Sir John Berkeley back into 
Dcvonjhirc , with Colonel Howard" s Regiment of 
Horfe, to Command the Forces which were then 

1 * 



0 0 x 
Ml. 


• Digitized by Google 



4 

i. 


i 

1 

V 
1 

1 

H 

3 

9 

i 

i 

r 

i 

V 

h 

* 

i 

* 

•i 

3 

,1 

j 

M 

.# 

•b 

3 

>< 

i< 

'■* 


j 

4 


* 

i 

t 

j 

I 

.1 

jf 

i 

i 


ix6 THE HISTORT 

\ 

m o o * there, and to raife what Numbers more he could 
Til. poflibly , for the blocking up that City, and redu- 
cing the County; and upon hi* arrival thefe, t» 
fend up to the Army Sir James Hamilton' s Regiment 
of Horfe and Dragoons; which had been left in 
Devon/hire ; and, by the Licence they took, weak- 
ened the King’s Party ; fo that by fending this 
relief thither, he did not leflen at all hisown Num- 
bers, yet gave great ftrength to the reducing thofe 
parts , as appeared afterwards by the fuccefs. 

After this difpofition, and eight or ten days reft 
at Wells , the Army generally exprefling a cheerful 
impatience to meet with the Enemy , of which , at 
that time, they had a greater contempt, than inrea- 
fon they fhould have; the Prince, and Marquis, 
advanced to Frome , and thence to Bradford within 
four Miles of Bath. And now no day pafled with. 
✓ out Adion, and very (harp Skirmifhes; Sir William 
Waller having received from London a frefli Regi- 
ment of five hundred Horfe, under the Command 
of Sir Arthur Hajlerig; which were fo completely 
Armed , that they were called by the other fide the 
Regiment of Lobfters, becaufe of their bright Iron 
fhells , with which they were covered, being perfed 
Cuirafliers; and were the firft feen fo Armed on 
either fide, and the firft that made any impreffion 
upon the King’s Horfe ; who . being unarmed , were 
not able to bear a (hock with them; befides that 
they were fecure from hurts of the Sword , which 
were almoft the only Weapons the other were fur- 
nifhed with. 

The Contention was hitherto with Parties, in 
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■which the Succeffes were various, and almoft with B 
equal lofles: for as Sir William Waller, upon the fir ft 
advance from Wells , beat up a Regiment of Horfe 
and Dragoons of Sir James Hamilton's , anddifperfed 
them ; fo, within two days, the King’s Forces beat 
a Party of His from a Pafs near Bath, where the 
Enemy loft two Field - pieces , and near a hundred 
Men. But Sir William Walltr had the advantage in 
his ground, having a good City, well furnifhed 
with provifions, to quarter his Army together in; 
and fo in his choice not to Fight, but upon extra- 
ordinary advantage. Whereas the King’s Forces mult 
either difperfe themfelves , and fo give the Enemy 
advantage upon their Quarters, or, keeping near 
together, lodge in the Field, and endure great dif- 
trefs ofProvifion; the Country being fo difaffeded, 
that only force could bring in any fupply or relief. 
Hereupon , after feveral attempts to engage the 
Enemy to a Battle upon equal terms, which having 
the advantage, he wifely avoided ; the Marquis, and 
Prince Maurice , advanced with their whole Body 
to Marsfield, five miles beyond Bath towards Oxjord\ 
prefuming, that, by this means, they fhould draw 
the Enemy from their place of advantage, his chief 
bufinefs being to hinder them from joining with 
the King. And if they had been able to preferve 
that temper, and had negleded the Enemy, till he 
hadquitted his advantages, it is probable they might 
have Fought upon as good terms as they defired. 
But the unreafonable contempt they had of the 
Enemy, and confidence they fhould prevail in any 
ground, together with the ftraits they endured 
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: for want of Provifions, and »heir want of Ammu- 
nition, which was (pent as much in the daily Hedge- 
Skirmilhes, and upon their Guaids, being lo near 
as could have been in Battle, would not admit the 
patience, for Sir William Waller, who was not to 
fuffcr that Body to join with the King, no fooner 
drew out his whole Army to Lanjdown , which 
looked towards Marsfield , but they flittered- them- 
felves to be engaged upon great difadvantage. 

or It was upon the fifth of July when Sir William 
Waller , as loon as it was light, pofilffid liimfelfof 
that Hill ; and after he had, upon 'he brow of the 
Hill over the high- way, raifed Bieaft-works with 
faggots and earth, and planted Cannon there, he 
fent a flrong Party of Hoife towards Marsfitld ; 
which quickly Alarmed the other Army, and was 
fhortly driven back to their Body. As great a mind 
as the King’s Forces had to cope with the Enemy, 
when they had drawn into Battalia, and found the 
Enemy fixed on the top of the Hill, they retolvcd 
not to attack them upon fo great difadvantage; and 
fo retired again towards their old Quarters: which 
Sir William Waller perceiving , fcnc his whole Body 
of Horfe and Dragoons, down the Hill, to Charge 
the Rear and Flank of the King’s Forces ; which 
they did thoroughly, the Regiment of Cuiralfiers fo 
amazing the Horfe they Charged , that they totally 
touted them; and, (landing firm and unfhaken them- 
felves , gave fo great terror to the King’s Horfe, who 
had never before turned from an Enemy, that no 
example of their Officers , who did Their parts 
with invincible Courage , could make them Charge 
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with the fame confidence , and in the fame manner boo 
they had ufually done. However, in the end, after ya. 
Sir Nicholas Slanning with three hundred Mufque* 
teers, had fallen upon, and beaten their Referve 
of Dragoons, Prince Maurice , and the Earl of 
Carnarvon , rallying their Horfe, and winging them 
\ with the Corni/h Mufqueteers , Charged the Ene- 
mies Horfe again, and totally routed them ; and in 
the fame manner received two Bodies more, and 
routed and chafed them to the Hill; where they 
flood in a place almofl inacceflible. On the brow 
of the Hill there were Breafl-works , on which were 
pretty Bodies of fmall fhot, and fome Cannon ; on 
either Flank grew a pretty thick Wood towards 
the declining of the Hill, in which ftrong Parties of ' 
Mufqueteers were placed ; at the Rear , was a very 
fair Plain, where the Referves of Horfe and Foot 
flood ranged ; yet the Gornijh Foot were fo far from * 
being appalled at this difadvaotage, that they defired 
to fall on, and cried out, “ that they might have 
“ leave to fetch off thofc Cannon.” In the end, order 
was given to attempt the Kill with Horfe and Foot. 

Two ftrong Parties of Mufqueteers were fent into 
the Woods, which flanked the Enemy; and the 
Horfe and other Mufqueteers up the Road - way, 
which were Charged by the Enemies Horfe, and 
Routed; then Sir Bevil Creenvil advanced with % 

Party of Horfe, on his right hand, that ground 
being befl for Them; and his Mufqueteers on the 
left; himfelf leading up his Pikes in the middle; 
and in the face of their Cannon , and Small fliot from 
tfie Breaft - work?, gained the brow of the Hill; 
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0 o K having fnftained two full Charges of the Enemies 
VII. Horl's ; but in the third Charge his Horfe failing, and 
giving ground, he received, after other wounds, 
a blow on the Head with a Poll- Axe, with which 
he fell, and many of his Officers about him; yet 
the IVlufqueteers fired fo fait upon the Enemies 
Horfe , that they quitted their ground, and the two 
Wings , who were fent to dear the Woods , having 
done their Work, and gained thofc parts of the 
Hill, at the fame time beat off their Enemies Foot, 
and became poffeffed of the Bread: works; and fo 
made way for their whole Body of Horfe, Foot, 
and Cannon , to afcend the Hill ; which they quickly 
did, /and planted themfelves on the ground they 
had won; the Enemy retiring about Demi-Cul- 
verin-ffiot behind a Stone - Wall upon the fame 
Level, and ftanding in reafonable good order. 

Either Party was fufficiently tired, and battered, 
* to be contented to Hand Hill. The King’s Horfe were 
fo fhaken , that of two thoufand which were upon 
the Field in the morning, there were not above fix 
hundred on the top of the Hill. The Enemy was 
exceedingly fcattered too, and had no mind to ven- 
ture on plain ground with thofe who had beaten them 
from the Hill : fo that, exchanging only fome (hot 
* from their Ordnance, they looked one upon another 
till the night imerpofed. About twelve of the Clock, 
it. being' very dark the Enemy made a fhow of 
moving towards the ground they had loft; but 
giving a fmart V.olly of fmall fliot, and finding them- 
f. lves Ar fwered with the like, they made no more 
poife; which the Prince obferving > he fent a 
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Common Soldier to hearken as near the place, where book 
they were, as he could; who brought word, “that vii. 

“ the Enemy had left lighted matches in the Wall 
“ behind which they had lain , and were drawn off 
“ the Field which was true; fothat, asfoonasit 
was day, the King's Army found themfelves poffef- 
fed entirely of the Field, and the Dead, and all 
other Enfigns of Vidory : Sir William Waller being 
marched to Bath, in fo much diforder and appre- 
henfion , that he left great (lore of Arms, and ten 
Barrels of Powder , behind him; which was a very 
feafonable fuppiy to the other fide , who had fpent, 
in that day’s Service, no lefs than fourfeore Barrels, 
and had not a fafe proportion left. 

In this Ba ttle , on the King’s part , there were more 
Officers and Gentlemen of Quality flain i, than Com- 
mon Men; and more hurt, than flain. That which 
would have clouded any Victory, and made the 
lofs of others lefs fpoken of, was the death of Sir 
Bevil Greenvil. He was indeed an excellent Perfon , sir B,vil 
whofe Adivity , Intereft, and Reputation, was 
the Foundation of what had been done in Cornwal ; 
and his temper, and affedions , fo public, that no 
accident which happened , could make any impref- 
fions in him ; and His example kept others from 
taking any thing ill , or at lead feeming to do fo. In 
a word , a brighter Courage , and a gentler Difpo- * 
fition , were never married together to make the 
mod cheerful , and innocent converfation. 

Very many Officers and Perfons of Quality were 
hurt; as the Lord Arundel of W ardour, (hot in the 
thigh with a brace of Piftol- Bullets ; Sir Ralph Hoptop, 
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■ o o b (hot through the Arm with a Mufquet ; Sir George 
yil. Vaughan, and many others, hurt in the head of 
their Troops with Swords and Poll- Axes ; of which , 
none of name died. But the morning added much to 
the Melancholy of their Viftory, when the Field 
Was entirely their own. For Sir Ralph Hopton riding 
up and down the Field to vifit the hurt Men , and 
to put the Soldiers in order , and readinefs for motion, 
fitting on his Hoife , with other Officersand Soldiers 
about him , near a Waggon of Ammunition , in 
which were eight Barrels of Powder ; whether by 
treachery, or mere accident , is uncertain , the Pow- 
der was blown up; and many, who (food near eft , 
killed; and many more maimed; among whom Sir 
Ralph Hopton, and Serjeant- Major Sheldon were 
miferably hurt ; of which , Major Sheldon , who was 
thought to be in lefs danger than the other , died the 
next day, to the general grief of the w r hole Army, 
where he was wonderfully beloved, as a Man of 
an undaunted Courage , and as great gentlenefs of 
Nature. Sir Ralph Hopton, having hardly fo much 
life, as not to be numbered with the dead , was put 
1 into a Litter , and then the Army marched to their 
old Quarters at Marsjield-, exceedingly caft down 
with their morning’s misfortune (Sir Ralph Hopton 
being indeed the Soldiers darling ) where they repo- 
fed themfelves the next day, principally 'in care of 
Sir Ralph Hopton ; who , though there were hope 
of his recovery, was not fit to travel. In this time 
many of the Horfe, which had been routed in the 
■ morning , before the Hill was won, found the way 
to Oxford.-, and , according to the cuftora of thofc 
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who run away, reported all to be loft, with many book 
particular accidents , which they fancied very like vit. 
to happen when they left the Field ; but the next day 
broughta punctual advertifement from the Marquis, 
but. withal, a defire of a Regiment ortwooffrefti 
Horfe , and a fupply of Ammunition; whereupon 
the Earl of Crawjord with his Regiment of Horfe , 
confifting of near five hundred, was dire&ed to 
advance ihat way, with fuch a proportion of Am- 
munition as was defired. 

After a dav’s reft at Marsfield , it being underftood 
that Sir William Haller was ftill at Bath ( bis Army 
having been rather furprifed and difeomforted with 
the incre.dible boldnefs of the Corni/h Foot, than 
much weakened by the Number flain , which was 
no greater than on the King’s part) and that he had 
fentforfrelh fupply from Bri/lol ; it was concluded, 
rather to march to Oxford, and fo to join with the 
King’s Army, than to ftay and attend the Enemy* 
who was fo near his fupphes : And fo they marched 
towards Chippenham. But when Sir William Waller 
had Intelligence of the blowing up of the Powder, 
of which he well knew there was fcarcely enough 
before, and of the hurt it had done, he infufed new 
fpirit into his Men ; and verily believed , that they 
had no Ammunition, and that the lofs of Sir Ralph 
Hoplon ( whom the People took to be the Soul of 
that Army, the other Names being not fo much 
fpoken of, or fo well known, and at this time be- 
lieved to be dead ) would be found in the Spirits of 
the Soldiers ; and having gotten fome frefh Men 
from Bri/lol t and more from the inclinations of the 
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book three Counties of Wilts , Glocejltr , and Somerfet , 
VH. which joined about Bath , in the mod abfolute dif- 
affecled parts of all three, he followed the Marquis 
towards Chippenham; to which he was as near from 
Bath , as the other from Marsficld. 

The. next day, early in the morning , upon notice 
that the Enemy was in diftance, the Prince, and the 
Marquis drew back the Army through Chippenham, 
and prefented themfelves in Battalia to the Enemy; 
being very well contented to fight in fuch a place, 
where the fuccefs was to depend more on their 
Foot, who were unqueftionably excellent, than 
on their Horfc, which were at bed weary, though 
their Officers were , to Envy, forward and refolute. 
But Sir William Waller, who was a right good 
ehufer of advantages, liked not that ground ; re- 
lying as much upon his Horfe, who had gotten 
Credit; and Courage, and as little upon his Foot, 
who were only well Armed , and well Bodied , very 
vulgarly Spirited, and Officered: fo that having 
flood all night in Battalia, and the Enemy not co- 
ming on, the Prince and Marquis, the next day, 
advanced towards the Devizes ; S i r Nicholas Slanning, 
with great Spirit and Prudence , fecuring the Rear 
^arith ftrong Parties of Mufqueteers; with which he 
gave the Enemy, who prefled upon them" very 
fmartly , fo much Interruption , that Sir William 
Waller , defpairing of overtaking, fent a Trumpet 
to the Marquis, with a Letter ; offering a pitched 
Field at a place of his own chufing , out of the way. 
The which being eafily underflood to be only a 
*. Stratagem to beget a delay in the march, the Mar- 
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quis carried the Trumpet three or four miles with boos 
him , and then lent him back with Inch an Anfwer vn. 
as was fit. There were , all this day, perpetual and 
fharpAcirmiflies in the Rear; the Enemy preffing very- 
hard, and being always with lofs repulfed , till the 
Army fafely reached the Devizes. 

Then the cafe was altered for their retreat to 
Oxford , the Enemy being upon them with improve- 
ment of Courage, and improvement of Numbers; 

Sir William Waller having difperfed his Warrants' 
over the Country , fignifying, “ that he had beaten 
“ the Marquis and requiring the People “to rife 
* in all places for the apprehenfion of his fcattered, 

“ and difperfed Troops;” which confidence, Men * 
conceived , could not, proceed from lefs than a mani- 
feft V idory ; and fo they flocked to Him as the Matter 
of the Field. The Foot were no more now to make 
the retreat, the fituation of the place they were now 
in , being fuch as they could move no way towards 
Oxford , but over a Campaign of many miles, where 
the ftronger in Horfe muft needs prevail. 

Hereupon , it was unanimoufly advifed , and con- 
fented to, that the Lord Marquis and Prince Maurice 
fhould thatnight breakthrough, with alltheHorfe, 
to Oxford ; and that Sir Ralph Hopton (who, by 
this, was fuppofed part danger of death, and could 
hear and fpeak well enough , though he could not 
fee or ftir) with the Earl of Marlborough , who was 
General of the Artillery, the Lord Mohun, and other 
good Officers of Foot, fhould flay there with their 
Foot , and Cannon , where it was hoped they might 
defend thenafelves, for a few days, till the General 
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might return with relief from Oxftrd ; which was 
not above thirty miles off. This lefolution was pur. 
fued ; and, the fame night , all the Hoife got fafe 
away into the King’s Quarters, and the Prince, and 
Marquis, in the morning, came to Qxjord ; by 
which time. Sir Willitm IValler had drawn all his 
Forces abopt the Devizet. 1 he Town was open , 
without the leaf! Fortification, or Defence, but 
fmall Ditches and Hedges; upon which the Foot 
were placed , and fome pieces of Cannon conve- 
niently planted. The Avenues, which were many , 
were quickly Barricadoed to hinder the entrance of 
the Horfe, which was principally apprehended. Sir 
William Haller had foon notice of the remove of the 
Horfe; and therefore, intending that putfuit no 
farther , he brought his whole Force clofe to the 
Town, and beleaguered it round; and having raifed 
a Battery upon a Hill Dear the Town, he poured 
in his fhot -upon it without intetrmiffion , and at- 
tempted to enter in feveral other places with Horfe, 
Foot, and Cannon ; but was in all places more re« 
folutely refilled, and repulfed. At the fame time, 
having Intelligence ( as his Intelligence was always 
moft exadt in whatfoever concerned him ) of the 
Earl of Crawford's marching with a fupply of Powder, 
according to order , after thehrfl Ba ttle of Lanfdown , 
he Cent a ftrong Party of Horfe and Dragoons to in- 
tercept him; who, before he knew of the alterations 
which had happened , and of the remove of the 
Horfe towards Oxjord. , was fofar engaged , that he 
hardly efcaped with the lofs of his Ammunition, 
and a Troop ox two of his Horfe. 
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1 . 

Upon this improvement of his fuccefs , Sir William book 
Waller reckoned his Victory out of queftion; and Vli* 
thereupon fent a Trumpet into the Town to furamon 
the brfieged , to let them know , “ that he had cut 
* off their relief, and that their State was now def- 
“ perate; and thereforeadvifed them to fubmit them- 
K felves to the Parliament , with whom he would 
K mediate on their behalf.” They in the Town were 
not forry for the Overture ; not that they apprehend, 
ed it would produce any conditions they fhould ac- 
cept , but that they might gain fome time of reft by 
it: for the ftraits they were in, were too great for 
any minds not prepared to preferve their honorac 
any rates. When the Enemy came firft before the > 

Town, and Guards were fupplied with Ammution 
for their duty , there was but one hundred and fifty 
weight of Match left in the Store; whereupon dili- 
gent Officers were directed to fearch every Houfe in 
the Town, and to take all the Bed-cords they could 
find, and to caufe them to be fpeedily beaten, and 
Loiled. By this fudden expedient, there was, by 
the next morning, provided fifteen hundredweight 
of fuch ferviceable Match, as very well endured that 
lharp fer vice. The compafs of the ground they were to 
keep, was fo large, and the Enemypreffedfohardupon 
all places, that their whole Body were uponperpe- > 

' tual duty together, neither Officer, or Soldier having 
•any time for reft ; and the activity of the Chief-Offi- 
cers was moft neceffary to keep up the Courage of 
the Common - Men, who well enough underftood 
the danger they were in, and therefore they were 
very glad of this Melfagc and returned , “ that they 
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o 0 k “ would fend an Officer to Treat, ifaCeffation were 
Til. “ agreed to during the time of the Treaty which 
was confented to, if it were fuddenly expedited. 

On the Party of the Befieged were propofed fuck 
terms, as might take up moft time in the Debate, 
and might imply Courage and Refolution to hold 
out. Sir William Waller , on the other hand , offered 
ooly Quarter, and civil ufage to the Officers, and 
leave to the Common - Soldiers to return to their 
Houfes without their Arms, except they would 
voluntarily chufe to ferve the Parliament. Thefe 
being terms many of the Officers would not have 
fubmitted to in the laft extreme , the Treaty ended ; 
after thofe in the Town had gained what they only 
looked for, feven or eight hours fleep, and fo long 
time fparing of Ammunition. The truth is Sir William 
Waller was fo confident that they were at his Mercy, 
that he had written to the Parliament, “ that their 
<c work was done, and that, by the next Port , he 
“ would fend the Number, and Quality of his Pri- 
** foners neither did he imagine it poffible , that 
any reliefcould have been fent Irom Oxford ; the Earl 
^ of E[fex , to whom he had fignified his fucccfs , and 
the pofture he was in , lying with his whole Army at 
Thame, within ten miles of it. But the importance 
was too well underflood by the King to omit any 
thing, that might, with the utmoll hazard , beat- 
tempted for the redeeming thofe Men , who had 
wrought fuch wonders for him. And therefore , as 
foon as the Marquis, and Prince, arrived at Oxford, 
with the fad and unexpected news , and relation of 
the diflrefs of their Friends, though the Queen was 

then 
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then on her march towards Oxford , and the King BOOK 
had appointed to meet her two days Journey for her VII. 
fecurity, his Majefty refolved to takeonly hisown 
Guards of Horfe , and Prince Rupert’s Regiment, for 
that expedition; and fent the Lord Wilmot with all 
the reft of the Horfe, to march that very day in which 
the advertifraent came to him, towards the Devizes ; 
fo that the Marquis and the Prince coming to Oxford , 
on the Monday morning, the Lord Wilmot , that 
night,- moved towards the work ; and Prince Maurice 
returning with him as a Volunteer, but the Lord\ 

Wilmot Commanding in Chief, appeared, on the 
Wednefday about noon , upon the plain within two 
miles of the Town. 

The Lord Wilmot had with him fifteen hundred 
Horfe, and no more, and two fmall Field-pieces , . 
which he /hot off, to give theTown notice of his com- 
ing; having it in his hopes, that, it being a fair Cam- 
paign about the Town, when the Enemy fhould rife 
from before it, helhould be able in fpite of them to join 
with the Foot, and fo to have a fair Field for it; which 
would be ftill difad vantageous enough, the Enemy- 
being Superior by much in Horfe, very few of thofe, 
who had broken away from th e Devizes (except the 
Prince himfelf, the Earl of Carnarvon, and fome other 
Officers) being come up with them, becaufe they were 
tired, and difperfed. The Enemy, careful to prevent 
the joining of this Party of Horfe with the Foot, and 
fully advertifed of their coming, drew off, on all 
parts, from theTown ;and put themfelvesin Battalia 
upon the top of a fair Hill , called Roundway Down ; 
over which the King’s Forces were neccffarily to 
Vol. VI. K 
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march, being full two miles off the Town; they 
within conceived it hardly poffibly, that the relief, 
thev expelled from Oxford , could fo foon arrive all 
the IMefTengers , who were fent to give notice of it, 
having mifcarried by the clofenefs of the Siege; and 
therefore fufpedled the warning-pieces from the Plain, 
and the drawing off the Town by the Enemy to be a 
Stratagem to cozen the Foot from thofe Polls they 
defended, into the open Field ; and fo very reafon- 
ably, being in readinefs to march, they waited a 
furer Evidence, that their Friends were at hand; 
■which (liortly arrived , andaffured them, “ that the 
“ Prince was near and expedled them ” * 

It will be eafily conceived, with what alacrity Ihey 
advanced to meet him ; but Sir Williim Waller had 
purpofely chofe that ground to hinder that conjunc- 
tion, and advanced fofaft on the Lord Wilmot , that 
without fuch removes, and traverfes, as might give 
his Men feme apprehenfion , that Lord could not 
expedt the Foot from the Town ; and therefore he 
put his T roops in Order upon that ground to expedt 
the Enemies Charge, who were fomewhat more than 
IVlufquet- fhot off in order of Battle. 

Here Sir William Waller , out of pure gaiety, 
departed from an advantage he could not again re- 
cover; for being in excellent order of Battle, with 
flrong wings of Horfe to his Foot , and a good Re- 
ferve placed, and his Cannon ufefully planted, appre- 
hending flill the conjundlion between the Horfe and 
the Foot in the Town, and gratifying his Enemy 
with the fame contempt, which had fo often brought 
inconveniences upon them , and difeerning their 
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number Inferior to that he had before ( as lie thought) booh 
mattered, be marched, with his whole Body of vu. 
Horfe, from his Foot, to Charge the Enemy; ap- 
pointingSir Arthur Hajlerig with his Cuirafliers apart, 
to make the firft irnpreflion; who was encountered 
by Sir John Byron , in whofc Regiment the Earl of 
Carnarvon Charged as a Volunteer ; and after a Ibarp 
conflidt, in which Sir Arthur Hajlerig received many 
wounds, that impenetrable Regiment was Routed , 
and.ina full Career, chafed upon theirother Horfe. At 
the fame time, the Lord Wilmot Charging them from . 
divifion todivifion, as they were ranged, in half an 
hour, fo fudden Alterations the accidents of War in- 
troduce, the whole entire Body of the Triumphant j? rhl ® att,t of 
Horfe were fo totally Routed, and Difpcifed, that o own , 
there was notone of them to be feen upon that large wh "«'» Sir 
fpacious Down ; every Man fbifting for himfclf with Wa , Ur ‘ ‘ it 
greater danger by the Precipices, of that Hill, than he Kouted. 
could have undergone by oppofing his purfuer. But as 
it was an unhappy ground to fly, fo it was ill for the 
purfuer; and after the Rout , moreperifhed by falls 
and bruifes from their Horfes , down the Precipices , 
than by the Sword. 1 he Foot flood ftill firm, making 
fhow of a gallant Refiftance , but the Lord IVilmot 
quickly feized their Cannon , and turned them upon 
them, at the fame time that the Cornijh Foot , who 
were by this come from the Town, were ready like- 
wife to Charge them ; upon which their hearts failed ; 
andfo they wereChargedonall fides, andeitherkilled, 
or taken Prifoners, very few efcaping; the Cornijh. 
retaining too frefh a Memory of their late diftreffes, 
and revenging themfelves on thofewho had coma- 
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buted thereunto. Sir William Waller himfelf , with a 
fmall Train, fled into Brijlol , which had facrificed 
a great part of their Garrifon in his Defeat; and fo 
were even ready to expire at his entry into the Town, 
himfelf bringing the fiift news of his difafter. 

This glorious day , for it was a day of Triumph, 
redeemed for that time the King’s whole Affairs , fo 
thatallClouds that (hadowed them feemed to be dif- 
pelled , and a bright light of fuccefs to (bine over the 
whole Kingdom. There were in this Battle flain, on 
the Enemies part, above fix hundred on the place; 
nine hundred Prifoners taken, befides two or three 
hundred retaken and redeemed , whom they had 
gathered up in the Skirmiflies, and purfuit ; with all 
their Cannon, being eight pieces of Brafs-Ordnance ; ‘ 
all their Arms , Ammuntion, Waggons, Baggage, 
andVidual; eight- and- twenty Foot- Enfigns, and 
nine Cornets; and all this by a Party of fifteen hun- 
dred Horfe, with two fmall Field-pieces (for the V ic- 
tory was perfedt upon the matter, before the C ornijk 
came up ; though the Enemies Foot were fuffered to 
Hand in a Body uncharged , out of ceremony, till 
They came; that they might be refrelhed with a 
fhare in the Conqueft) againft a Body of full two 
thoufand Horfe. five hundred Dragoons , and near 
three thoufand Foot , with an excellent Train of Ar- 
tillery. So that the Cornijli had great reafon to think 
their deliverance, and Vidory at Roundway , more 
fignal and wonderful, than the other at Stratton , fave 
that the firft might be thought the Parent of the latter, 
and the lofs on the King’s Party was lefs ; for in This 
there were flain very few; and, of Name, none but 
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Dudley Smith, an honeftand valiantyoung Gentleman, 
who was always a Volunteer with the Lor d tVilmot, 
and among the firft upon any adion of danger. 

Befides the prefent fruit of this Vidory, the King 
received an advantage from the Jealoufy, that, from 
thence, grew among the Officers of the Parliament- 
Armies. For Sir William Waller believed himfelfto 
be abfolutely betrayed , and facrificed by the Earl 
of EJJex , out of envy at the great things he had done, 
which fcemed to eclipfe His Glories; and complained; 
“ that he lying with his whole Army within, ten 
“ miles of Qxjord, fhould fuffer the Chief ftrength of 
** that place to march thirty miles to deftroy him , 
“ without fo much as fending out a Party to follow 
w them, or to Alarm Oxford , by which they would 
have been probably recalled.” On the other hand, 
the Earl , difdaining to be thought his Rival, re- 
proached the other with “ unfoldierly negleds, and 
“ want of Courage , to be beaten by a handful of 
“ Men, and to have deferted, his Foot and Cannon, 
without engaging his own Perfon in one Charge 
“ againfl the Enemy.” Wherever the fault was, it 
was never forgiven ; but from the Enmity that pro- 
ceeded from thence , the King often afterward* 
reaped very notable , and feafonable advantages ; 
which will be remembered in their places. 

This blefled Defeat happened to be upon the fame 
day, and upon the fame time of the day , when the 
King met the Queen upon the Field near Keinton, 
under Edge-hill , where the Battle had been fought 
in Oflober before; and before their Majefties came to 
Oxford , they received the happy news of it. It is 
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hook eafy to imagine the joy with which it was received, 
vii. all Men raifingtheir fallen Spirits to toogreata height, 
as though they fhould now go through all the work 
without farther oppofnion ; and this tranfport to 
either extremes was too natural upon all theViciffi- 
tudcs of the War ; and it was fome allay to the wel- 
come news of the Vidory to fome Men, thatithad 
been obtained under the Command and Condudof 
Wilmot ; who was very much in Prince Rupert’s 
difefteem, and not in any notable degree of favor 
with the King, but much beloved by all the good fel- 
lowlhip of the Army; which was toogreata Body. 
It v/as now time for the King’s Army , Vidorious in 
fo many Encounters , to take the Field ; upon What 
Enterprife , was the Queftion. This overthrow of 
Waller had infinitely furprifed, and increafed the 
• diftradions at London. They had feen the Copy of 

the Warrants, which his vanity had caufed to be 
difperfed, after the Adion at Lanfdown ; in which he 
declared, “ that he had Routed the Marquis’s Army 
“ and was in purfuit of them ; and therefore Com- 
“ manded the Joftices of Peace, and Conftables , to 
" give order for the apprehenfion of them, as they 
“ fled difperfed and expeded every day, that the 
Marquis would be fent up Prifoner : and now to hear 
that his whole invincible Army was defeated , and 
himfelf fled , upon the matter alone ( for ill news is 
for the mod part made worfe , as the belt is reported 
to be better than it is ) brought them to their Wits 
ends ; fo that they could little advance the recruiting 
the Earl of EJJe . r his Army ; who in hisPerfon like- 
Wifegrew more fuilen towards them , and refented 
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their little regard of him, and grew every day more book 
converfnnt with the Earls of Northumberland and yil. 
Holland , and others who were mod weary of the 
War , and wo.uld be glad of Peace upon eafy terms. 

The King’s Army received a fair addition , by the The King 
conjuncture with thofe Forces which attended the ^ ucen „ ear 
Qiieen; for her Majefty brought with her above two K.intont^he 
thoulandFoot well Armed, and one thoufandHorfe, 
and fix pieces of Cannon , and two Mortars , and 
about one hundred Waggons : So that as foon as 
their Majeflies came to Oxford , the Earl of 
who had fpent his time about Thame, an d Aylejbury, 
without any Adtion after that Skirmifli in which Mr. 

Hambdtn was flain, fafe by fmall Parties of which 
there was none of Name; or Note, but one handfome 
fmart conflict between aParty of five hundred Horfe 
a id Dragoons , Commanded by Colonel Middleton , 
a Scotch man, on the Parliament- Party , and a Regi- 
ment of Horfe, Commanded by Sir Charles Lucas , on 
the King’s; where, after a very Soldierly coined, 
and more blood drawn than was ufual uponfuch Ac- 
tions, the King’s Party prevailed, returning with 
fome Prifoners of Name , and the {laughter of one 
hundred of their Enemy., not without fomelofs of 
their own : The Earl , I fay, retired with his Army The Bari or 
broken , and difheartened to Uxbridge , giving over 
any thought of fighting with the King, till he fliould W hh his Army 
be recruited, with Horfe, Men, and Money ; and fuf- 10 
fei ing no lefs in the talk of the People (who began to 
affume a great freedom in difeourfe) for not interpo. 
fmg to hinder the Queen’s march to Oxford , and 
joining with the King, than for fitting ftillfonear ' 
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Oxford , whilfl the Lord IVilmot went from thence 
to the ruin of Sir William Waller. 

After which Defeat, the Lord Wilmot retired to 
Oxford to attend his Majefty; and the Cornijh Army 
(for that name it defervedly kept flill, though it 
received fo good an increafe by the Marquis, and 
Prince’s joining with them) drew back, and p'of- 
feffed themfelves of Bath , which was foon quitted 
to them, upon the overthrow of Waller ; that Gar- 
rifon being withdrawn to reinforce Briflol. At Bath 
they refled , and refrefhed themfelves, till they might 
receive new Orders from the King; who, upon 
full advice, and confnleration of the State he was 
in, and the broken condition of the Enemy, refol- 
ved to make an attempt upon the City of Briflol ; 
to which Prince Rupert was mod inclined, for his 
being difappointed in a former defign; and where 
there were many well affedled to the King’s Service 
from the beginning, and more fince the execution 
of thofe two eminent Citizens. And the difeflcem 
generally had of the Courage of Nathaniel Fiennes y 
the Governor, made the defign to be thought the 
more reafpnable ; fo the Marquis, and Prince Maurice , 
returned to Bath , upon agreement to appear, on 
fuch a day , with their whole flrength before Brif- 
tol, on the Somerfetjhire fide, when Prince Rupert 
with the Oxford- Forces would appear before it, on .* 
the Gloceflerfhire ■ fide. 

On the four^- and* twentieth of July, both Armies 
fat down before ife; Quartering their Horfe in that 
manner, that none could go out or into the City, 
without great hazard of being taken ; and the fame 
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day, with the affiftance of fome Seamen , who were Book 
propped before, they feized all the Ships that were VH. 
in King-road; which were not only laden with goods 
of great value, as Plate, Money, and the beft fort 
of all Commodities, which thofe who fufpetfted 
the worll had fent abroad, but with many Perfons 
of Quality; who being unwilling to run the hazard 
of a Siege, thought that way to have fecured them- 
felves , and to have efcaped to London ; and fo were 
all taken Prifoners. The next day, Prince Bupert 
came to his Brother, and the Marquis , and a gene- 
ral Council of all the principal Officers of both 
Armies being affcmbled , it was Debated , “ in 
“ what Manner, they fhould proceed, by Affault 
<c or Approach. ” 

There were in the T own fi ve-apd-twenty hundred 
Foot , and a Regiment of Horfe and Dragoons ; the 
Line about the Town was finifhed ; yet in fome 
places the graff was wider , and deeper than in others. 

The CaRle within the Town was very well pre^ 
pared, and fupplied with great ftore of Provifions 
to endure a Siege. The opinions wefe feveral : The 
Officers of the Cornifh were of opinion , “ that it 
w was beft to proceed by way of Approach; be- 
“ caufe , the ground being very good, it would in 
“ a very ffiort time be done; and fince there was 
“ no Army of the Enemy in a poffibility to relieve 
<c it, the fecureft way would be the beft; whereas 
“ the Works were fo good, that they muft expeeft 
“ tolofe very many Men; and, if they were beaten 
ct off, all their Summer.hopes would be deftroyed; 

“ it not being eafy , again to make up the fpirit of 
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o o k “ the Army for anew Adfcion Befides, they, allcdged, 
Vil. ct the well affedfed Party iD the City, which was 
** believed to be very great , would , after they 
“ had been clofely Befieged three or four days, 
“ have a greater influence upon the Soldier, and 
, <c be able to do more towards the Surrender, than 

“ they could upon a Storm; when they would 
** be; equallv fenlible of the difordcr of the Soldier, 
tc and their own damage by plunder, as the other; 
** and the too late example of the executed Citi- 

* zens , would keep IVIen from offering at any in* 
furredlion in the City. 

On the other hand. Prince Rupert , and all the 
Officer* of His Army very earneflly defired to A {fault 
it, alledging, “ the Work to be eafy, and the Sol- 
<c diers titter for any brifk attempt, than a dull 
patient deftgn ; and that the Army would be more 
weakened by the latter, than the former: -that 

* theC.ty, not having yet recovered the condcrna- 
“ tion of Sir William Waller's Defeat, was fo full 

* of horror, that it would make a very weak De- 
,c fence: that there was no Soldier of experience in 
tc the Town , and the Governor himfelf not like to 
“ endure the terror of a Storm : whereas , if they 
t£ gave them time to confider, and to look long 
cc upon them with a Wall between, they would 

grow confirmed, and refolute, and courage would 
“ fupply the place of fkill ; and having plenty of all 
“ kinds of Provifions within the Town , they would 
M grow flrong , and peremptory, whilft the Be- 
** fiegers grew lefs vigorous, and difheartened. ” 
Thefe reafons , and the Prince’s importunity, with 
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fome infwuations of knowing more than was fit to b 0 0 1 
be fpoken, as if fomewhat would be done within vn. 
the Town, that rauft not be mentioned , and a glo- 
rious contempt of danger, prevailed fofar, that it 
wasconfented to, onall parts, to Affault the Town 
the next morning at three places on the SomerJet~ 

Jhire - fide, and at three places on the Qlocejlcr/hirc - 
lide, at the break of day. The truth is, both opi- 
nions, with regard to their different circumft.inces , 
were in themfelves reafonable. For the Glocejkrjliirt- 
lide, where Prince Rupert was, might be Stormed, 
the graff being fhallow , and the Wall, in fome 
places, low, and weak; which could notbeeafily 
Approached, by reafon the ground was rocky , and 
the redoubts high and very ftrong, which over- 
looked the ground; on the other fide , the ground 
was very eafy to Approach , and as inconvenient, 
and dangerous to Storm , by reafon of a plain level, 
before the Line, and a broad and deep graff, and the 
Line, throughout, better flankered than the o^her. 

The next morning, with little other Provifions fit 
forfuch a Work, than the Courage of the Aflailants, 
both Armies fell on. On the Weft fide, where the 
Cornijh were, they affaulted the Line in three pla- 
ces; one divifion led by Sir Nicholas Slanning , affift- 
cd with Colonel John Trevannion , Lieutenant - Co* 
lonel Sling/by , and three more Field-Officer?; too 
great a number of fuch Officers to condudt fo fmall 
a Party as five hundred Men ; if there had not been 
an immoderate difdain of danger, and appetite of 
glory: Another divifion, on the right hand, was 
led by Colonel Buck, affifted by Colonel Wagftaffe, 
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B o, o k Colonel Bernard AJhley , who commanded the Regi- 
VII. ment of the Lord Marquis Hertford , with other 
Field-Officers: And the third divifion, on the left 
hand, led by Sir Thomas Bafftt , who wa« Major- 
General of the Corni/h. Thife three divifions fell 
on together with that Courage, and Refoliition , as 
nothing but death could control; and though the 
middle divifion got into the graft', and fo near filled 
it, that fome mounted the Wall, yet by the pro- 
digious difadvantage of the ground, and the full 
defence the Befieged made within , they were dri- 
ven back with a great {laughter; the Common-Sol- 
diers, after their Chief-Officers were killed, or def- 
perately wounded , finding it a bootlefs attempt. 

On Prince Rupert' s fide, it was Affaulted with 
equal Courage , and almoft equal lofs, but with bet- 
ter fuccefs ; for though that divifion led on by the 
Lord Grandifon , Colonel-General of the Foot, was 
beaten off, the Lord Grandifon himfelf being hurt; 
and the other, led by Colonel Bellafis , likewife 
had no better fortune; yet Colonel Wajhingion , 
with a lefs Party , finding a place in the Curtain 
(between the places Affaulted by the other two) 
weaker than the reft, entered, and quickly made 
room for the Horfe to follow. The Enemy , as foon 
as they faw the Line entered in one place, either 
out of fear , or by Command of their Officers , quit 
their Ports; fo that the Prince entered with his Foot 
and Horfe into the Suburbs; fending for one thou- 
iand ofthe Corni/h Foot, which were prefently fent 
to fecond him ; and marched up to Fromegate, lofing 
many Men, and fome very good Officers, by {hot 
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irons’ the Walls , and Windows; info much as all 
Men were much call down to fee fo little gotten 
with fo great a lofs ; for they had Hill a more difficult 
entrance into the Town, than they had yet patted, 
and where theii{^forfe could be of no ufe to them ; 
when, to the exceeding comfort of Generals , and 
Soldiers, the City beat a Parley ; which the Prince 
willingly embracing , and getting their Hoftages 
into his hands, fent Colonel Gerrard and another 
Officerto the Governor to Treat. TheTreaty began 
about two of fhe Clock in the afternoon , and , 
before ten at night, the Articles were agreed on, 
and figned by all Parties. 

1. “That the Governor, Nathaniel Fiennes, to* 
* c gether with all theOfficcrs both of Horfe and Foot, 
“ now within, and about the City of Brijlol, Caftle, 
“ and Forts, may march out to morrow morning 
“ by nine of the Clock, with their full Arms, Bag 
“ and Baggage, provided it be their own Goods: 
“ And that the Common Foot- Soldiers march out 
“ without Arms, and the Troopers with their Hor- 
“ fes, and Swords, leaving their other Arms behind 
“ them, with a fafe Convey to Warminjler; and 
“ after, not to be molefted in their march, by any 
“ of the King’s Forces, for the fpace of three days. 

2. * That there may be Carriages allowed and 
“ provided to carry away their Bag and Baggage, 
“ and fick and hurt Soldiers. 

3. “ That the King’s Forces march not into the 
“ Town , till the Parliament- Forces are marched 
“ out; which is to be at nine of the Clock. 

4. “ That all Pnfoners in the City be delivered 
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book “up; and that Captain Eyres, and Captain Cookein, 
vil. “ who were taken at the Devizes , be releafed. 

5. “ That Sir John Horner , Sir John Seymour, lYIr. 
,e Edward Stevens , and all other Knights, Gentle- 
“ men, Citizens, and other Perfcjs , that are now 

* in theCity, may, if they pleafe, with their Goods, 
“ Wives, and Families, Bag and Baggage, have 
“ free liberty to return to their own homes, or 
“ elfewhere, and there to reft in fafety , or tide, 
“ and travel with the Governor, and Forces: and 
** fuch of them, and their Families , asfliall be left 
“ behind, by reafon of ficknefs or other caufe, may 
“ have liberty , fo foon as they can conveniently, 
* £ to depart this Town with fafety; provided that 
“ all Gentlemen , and other Perfons, (hall have three 
* c days liberty to refide here, or depart with their 
“ Goods, which they pleafe. 

0. “ That all the Inhabitants of the City fliall be 
“ fecured in their Perfons , Families , and Eftates , 

* free from plundering, and all other violence , or 
“ wrong whatfoever. 

7. “ That the Charters, and Liberties of this 

* City may be preferved ; and that the Ancient 

* Government thereof, and prefent Governors, and 
“ Officers , may remain and continue in their former 

condition, according to his Majefty’s Charters, 
“ and Pleafure. 

8. “ Tha^, for avoiding Inconveniences and Dif- 
« tratftions , the quartering of Soldiers be referred , 
“ or left to the Mayor, and Governor of the fame 
“ City for the time being. . 

9. “ That all fuch , as have carried any Goods 
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“ into the Caftle may have free liberty to cyry the i 
“ fame forth. 

io^f That the Forces , that are to march out, are 
R to reave behind them all Cannon , and Ammuni- 
K tion, with their Colors, and fuch Arms as is 
“ before expreffed. ” 

The next morning, if not before (for the truth 
is , from the time that the Treaty was firft offered, 
they in the Town kept no Guards, nor obferved 
any order; but Their Soldiers run away to the 
Prince, and many of His Soldiers went into the 
Town) his Highnefs was poffeffed of Briflvl, the' j 
Enemy then marching away. Here the ill example 
of Reading , in the breach of the Articles , was re- 
membered, and unhappily followed; for all that 
Garrifon was now here. So that they , with fome 
Color of right, or retaliation, and the reft, by Th v eir 
example, ufed great Licence to the Soldiers, who 
fhould have been fafely conducted; which reflec- 
ted much upon the Prince, though he ufed his 
utmofl power to fupprefs it; and charged Colonel 
Fiennes to be acceffary to his own wrong, by mar. 
chingout of the Town an hour before his appoint- 
ment; and thereby his Convoy was not ready ; and 
at another Gate than was appointed and agreed on. 
And as the Articles were thus unhappily violated 
to thofe who went away , fo they were not enough 
obferved to thofe who flayed, and to the City it- 
felf: for many of Colonel Fiennes's Soldiers taking 
conditions, and entering with the King’s Army, 
inflruefled their new friends, Who were moft dif- 
aff.'ifled; fo that one whole Street upon the Bridge, 
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■ o o k the Inhabitants whereof lay under fome brand of 
VII. Malignity, though , no doubt, there were many ho- 
ned Men among them , was almoft totall)^lun- 
dercd ; which, becaufe there was but little TOftice 
done upon the TranfgrelTors , was believed to be 
done by connivance from the Officers, and more 
difcredited the King’s Forces, andhisCaufe, than 
was then taken notice of, or difcovered. It was a 
noble attribute given to the brave Fabricius , qui illi- 
quid ejfe crederct & in ho/lem nefas. I wifli 1 could 
excufe thofe fwervings from Juttice, and Right, 
which were too frequently pradifed againft Con- 
trads , under the notion , that they, with whom they 
were made, were Rebels, and could not be too ill 
ufed ; when , as the caufe deferved , fo it needed all 
the ingenuity, and integrity , in the ptopugners of 
it, to keep dtfpair from the Guilty , who were by 
much too numerous for the Innocent. 

This redudion of Bri/lol was a full tide of prof- 
perity to the King, and made him Matter of the 
fccond City of his Kingdom , and gave him the un- 
difturbed potteffion of one of the richeft Counties of 
the Kingdom (for the Rebels had now no Handing 
Garrifon , or the lead vifible influence upon any 
part of SomerfctJJiire ) and rendered Wales (which 
was before well affeded , except fome d owns in 
Pembrokefhire ) more ufeful to him ; being freed of 
the fear of Bri/lol , and confequently of the charge, 
that always attends thofe fears ; and reftored to the 
Trade with Bri/lol; which was thegreateft fupport 
of thofe parts. Yet the King might very well have 
faid , what King Pyrrhus heretofore did , after his 
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fecond Battle, by the City of /fculum, with the Ro- 
mans , where he won the Victory ; “ If We win 
" another at this price. We are utterly undone.” 
And truly his Majefty’s lcffs before this Town, was 
ineftimable., and very hard to be repaired. I am per- 
fuaded there were Plain , upon the federal Affaults, 
of Common Men , but fuch as were tried and in- 
comparable Foot, about five hundred; and abund- 
ance of excellent Officers, whereof many were of 
prime Command, and Quality. 

On the Corni/h fide , lell , befides Major Kendall, 
and many other Inferior Officers , excellent in their 
degree; Colonel Buck , a modefl and a flout Com- 
mander, and of good experience in War; who ha- 
ving got over the Graff, and even to the top of the 
Wall , was knocked down with a Halbert, and pe- 
rifhed in the Graff: Sir Nicholas Slanning , and Co- 
lonel John Trtvannion , the Life and Soul of the 
Comijh Regiments, whofe memories can never be 
enough celebrated ; who being led by no impullion, 
but of Confcience, and their own obfervation of the 
ill practices and defigns of the great Conductors ( for 
they both were of the Houfe of Commons ) engaged 
themfelves with the firfl in the oppofuion; and as 
foon as Sir Ralph Hopton , and thole other Gentlemen 
came into Cornwal , joined with them; and being 
both of Angular Reputation , and good Fortunes 
there , the one in Poffeflion , the other in Reverfion 
after his Father, they engaged their Perfons and 
Eflates in the Service; rather doing great things, than 
affeCting that itfhould be taken notice of to be done 
by them ; applying themfelves to all infirmities, and 
Vol. VI. L 
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book condefcending to all Capacities , for removing all 
▼II. obftru&ions , which accidentally arofe among thofe, 
who could only profper by being of one mind Sir 
Nicholas Slanning was Governor of Pendennis- Cadle, 
upon the credit and fecurity whereof, the King’s 
Party in that Country fird depended, and by the 
Command it had of the Harbour of Falmouth, was, 
or might be , fupplied with all that was ncceffary. He 
was indeed a young Marf'of admirable parts , a fliarp 
and difcerning Wit, a flayed and folid Judgment, a 
gentle and mod obliging Behaviour, and a Courage 
fo clear and keen, as, even without the other orna- 
ments, would haye rendered him very confiderable; 
They were both young, neither of them above eight- 
and-twenty, of entire friendfhip to one another , and 
to Sir Bevil Greenvil , whole body was not yet buried; 
they were both hurt almofl in the fame minute , and 
in the fame place ; both fhot in the thigh with Muf- 
quet- Bullets ; their bones broken, the one dying pre- 
fently , the other force few days after; and both had 
the Royal facrifice of their Sovereign’s very particu- 
lar forrow, and the concurrence of all good Men’s ; 
and , that which is a greater folemnity to their me- 
mories , as it fares with mod great and virtuous Men, 
whofe lofs is better underdood long afterwards , 
they were as often lamented , as the accidents in the 
public Affairs made the Courage, and fidelity of 
the Cornifh of greated fignification to theCaufe. 

On the North -fide, pf Prince Rupert' 3 Army", fell, 
very many good Officers , the chief of whom was 
Colonel Henry Lunsford, an Officer of extraordinary 
Sobri&fy , lndudry , and Courage ; near whom, his 
'* * 
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excellent Lieutenant- Colonel Moyle was likewife s 0 0 K 
hurt, and died within few days, both (hot out of a yil. 
Window after they had entered the Suburbs. There 
were hurt, the Lord Vifcount Grandifon , Nephew 
to the Great Duke of Buckingham, who was Colonel 
General of the King’s Foot; Colonel John Beltafis, 
finceLord Belajis ; Colonel Bernard Afhley ; Colonel 
Sir John Owen-, and many other Officers of name, 
of whom none of Quality died of their wounds but 
the Lord Grandijon; whole lofs can never be enough 
lamented. He was a young Man of fo virtuous a 
habit of mind, that no temptation or provocation 
could corrupt him ; fo great a Lover of Juflice, and 
Integrity, that no example, neceflity , or even the 
barbarity of this War, could make him fwerve from 
the moll precite Rules of it; and of that rare Piety 
and Devotion, that the Court, or Camp, could not 
fhow a more faultlcfs Perfon , or to whofe example 
young Men might more reafonably conform them- 
felves. His Perfonal Valor, and Courage of all kinds 
( for he had fometimes indulged fomuch to the Cor- 
rupt opinion of Honor, as to venture himfelf in 
Duels) was very eminent, infomuch as he was ac- * 
cufed of being coo prodigal of his Perfon ; his Af- 
fedion , and Zeal , and Obedience , to the King , was 
fuch as became a branch' of that Family. And he 
was wont to fay , “ that if he had not underftanding 

* enough to know the uprightnefs of the Caufe, nor 

* Loyalty enough to inform hin» of the Duty of a 
** Subjed, yet the very obligations of Gratitude to 

* the King , on the behalf of his Houfe, were fuch, 

* as his Life was but a due Sacrifice;” and therefore, 
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he no fooner faw the War unavoidable, than he en- 
gaged all his Brethren, as well as himfeli in theSer. 
vice; and there were then three more of them in 
Command in the Army , where he was fo unfortu- 
nately cut oft'. 

As foonas the News of the taking of Eri/lol came 
to the King at Oxford , after a folemn Thankfgiving 
to God for the Succefs, which was immediately, and 
publicly performed, his Majefty aftembled his 
Privy - Council, to confiderhow thisgteat Blefling 
in War might be applied to the procuring a. happy 
Peace; and that this might be the laft Town he 
fhould puchafeat the price of blood. It was evident, 
that, as this laft Victory added great Iuftre , and 
beauty to the whole face of his Affairs , fo it would 
produce an equal palenefs, and be an ominous pre- 
fage to the Parliament ; where the Jcaloufies and A p. 
prehenfions between themfelves ftill grew higher, 
and new remedies ftill propofed, which were gene- 
rally thought worfe than the difeafe. 

Upon the News of the Lord Fairfax ' s being De- 
feated in the North, which came about this time, 
they refol ved to fend a Committee of the two Houfes 
into Scotland , “ to defire their Brethren of that King- 
K dom prefently to advance with an Army fortheir 
“ Relief;” which was thought fo defperate a Cure, 
that the Lords naming the Earl of Rutland, and Lord 
Grey of Warke, for that Embaffy , the Earl upon in- 
difpofition of Health procured a releafe; and the 
other, who had never declined any employment they 
would confer on him, fo peremptorily refufed to 
meddle in it, that he was committed to the Tower; 
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and in the end , they were compelled to depute only B 
Commoners to that Service: and fo Sir William Ar- 
myne, young Sir Henry Vane, and two more, affifted 
with Mr. Mar Px all and Mr. JVye, two of their power- 
ful Clergy, were imbarked in that Negotiation; 
upon which , they who fent them, were fo far from 
being confident, and fo little fatisfied , that they 
fliould be driven to bring in Foreign Forces , with 
the purpofe whereof they had fo long traduced the 
King, that there was, fome few defperate Perfons 
only excepted, even a univerfal defire of Peace; 
and the Earl of Ejfex Himfelf, writing to the Speaker 
of the Houfe of Commons^l^f the defedts in his 
Army, and of his wants of Horfe, Men, and Money* 
advifed, “ that they would think of fending fome 
" reafonable Proportions to the King, for the pro- 
“ curing a Safe Peace;” which being the firft intima- 
tion, he had ever given to that purpofe, together 
with his familiarity, and correfpondence with thofe 
Lords , who were known paflionately to defire an 
accommodation, gave them fad appref^enfions ; 
which were increaled by fome fevere Meffages they 
received from him, for his Vindication from the 
foul Afperfions, and Calumnies, which were gene- 
rally and publicly laid on him, for his unactivity 
after the winning Reading , whilft the Queen mar- 
•hed fecurely to Oxford, and Sir William Waller was 
deftroyed ; as if cc he would think of fome way of 
“ righting Himfelf, if They were not fenfible on 
“ His behalf. ” 

How to work upon thefe difeompofed humors , 
and to reduce them to fuch temper , that they might 
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book confcnt to the Kingdom's Peace, was the Argument 
VII. of the King’s confuhations : bir by what Expedient 
to promote this, was tht Difficulty. Alter the breach 
of the lad Treaty , and when the King had in vain 
labored to revive it , and could not procure any 
Aiifwerfrom them to his laft MefTages ; but inftead 
thereof his MelTenger impfifoned , tried before a 
Council of War lor his Life, and ftill in cuftody, 

{i ad a Declaration , “ that whofoever fliould be em- 
“ pioyed by bis Majefly, on any Meffage to them , 

“ without Their leave , fliould be proceeded againft 
" as a b'py ( fo that though they pretended to be his 
great Council , thejypon the matter now protefted 
againft any relation to his INlajeily ) he advifed with 
his Council , “ what might be fit for him to do , to 
“ Jeflen the Reverence and Reputation of them with 
“ the People for the fuperftition towards the name 
of a Parliament was fo general, that the King had 
wifely forborne to charge the two Houfes with the 
Treafon, and Rebellion which was raifed , but im- 
puted it to particular Perfons, who were moftvifibly 
and actually engaged in it. Some were of opinion , 

** that, all the Members who ftayed there, and 
c ‘ fat in cither Houfe , being guilty of fo many 
w Treafonable-Adts , thereby the Parliament was 
“ adtually diffolvcd, by the fame reafon, as aCorpor* 

“ ation, by great Mifdemeanonr and Grime, might 
“ forfeit their Charter; and therefore that the King 
“ fliould, by his Proclamation, declare the diflb. 

“ lution of it, and then confidcr whether it were 
“ fit to call another but this opinion was generally 
i’ difliked, both “ becaufe it was conceived not te 
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(c be juft ; for the Treafon of thofe who were pre- 
“ fent, could not forfeit the right of thofe who were 
“ away; neither was it evident, that all that were 
“ prefent, conferred to the ill that was done; and 
“ the King’s declaring a Parliament to be diflolvcd, 
“ contrary to an Act of Parliament, was believed , 
“ would prove an Adi fo ungracious to the People, 
“ for the confequences of it, that the King would 
“ be an exceeding lofer by fuch an attempt; and 
“ that many, in fuch a cafe, would return thither, 
“ who out of confcience had withdrawn from that 
“ Aflembly.” 

In Conclufion , the advice was unanimous ,i “ that 
“ his Majefty ftiould declare the Orders , and Pro- 
“ ceedings of one or both Houfes to be void , by 
“ reafon the Members did not enjoy the Freedom 
“ and Liberty of Parliament; and therefore ftiould 
“ require his good Subjcdls , no longer to be milled 
“ by them;” and, to that purpofe, the King had 
iflued his Proclamation fix Weeks before this happy 
turn in his Affairs , fo that he could not now fend a 
Meflage to them, as to two Houfes of Parliament, 
left he might feem to retradl his former judgment of 
.them, which was concluded to be both regular and 
juft. Upon the whole matter , left his Majefty might 
be underftood'lo be fo much elated with his good 
fucctfles, and the increafe qf his Strength , that he 
aimed at no Jefs than a perfect Vi&ory , and the ruin 
of thofe who had incenfed him ( by which infinua- 
tions they who could notforgive themfelves, endea- 
voured to make all others defperate ) he was refoivsd 
to pubhlh fuch a Declaration to the whole Kingdom, 
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book that both Houles, and theit Army, could not but 
« vii. take notice of , and might, if they were inclined to 
it, thence take a rife to make any Overtures to him 
towards an atonement. To that purpofe, the next 
<!av after he received the affurance of the taking of 
Brijlol , his Majefty publifhed this enfuing Declara- 
tion ; which I fhall enter in his own words. 


\ 


The King’e 
Declaration 
af cr his late 
fticccffes. 


His Majejly's Declaration to all his; loving Subjects , 
after his Viflories over the Lord Fairfax in the 
North , Sir William Waller in the Wejl , and the 
taking o/Briftol by his Majejly's Forces. 

“ As the grievances and Ioffes of no particular 
“ Perfons, fince thefe roiferable bloody diflempers 
“ have difquieted this poor Kingdom, canbecom- 
“ pared to the lofs and damage We ourfelf have fuf- 
“ tained, there having been no Vi&orv obtained 
“ but in the blood of our own Subjetfls , nor no 
“ rapine or violence committed, but to the impo- 
“ verifliment and ruin of our own People; fo, a 
“ bit (fed and happy Peace cannot be fo acceptable 
“ and Welcome to any Man, as to Us. Almighty 
“ God , to whom all the fecrets of Our heart are 
“ open , who hath fo often and fo miraculoufly 
* c preserved Us, and to whole power alone We 
“ muff attribute the goodnefs of our prefent condi- 
“ tion ( how unhappy foever it is with reference to 
“ the public Calamities) knows, with what unwil- 
“ lingnefs with what anguifh of Soul, We fubmit- 
“ ted ouifelf to the Neceflity of taking up Defenfive 
“ Aims. And the World knows with whatjuftice 
“ and bounty We have repaired our Subjeds, for 
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“ all the preffuVes and inconveniencies they had 
“ borne, by fuch excellent Laws, as would for 
“ ever have prevented the like; and with what ear- 
“ neftnefs and importunity We defired to add any 
“ thing, for the pftablifhment of the Religion, Laws, 
“ and Liberty of the Kingdom. How all thefp have 
“ been difturbed , invaded, and almoft deftroyed, 
“ by Faction, Sedition, and Treafon , by thofe, 
“ who have neither Reverence to God , nor Affec- 
“ tion to Men , but have facrificed Both to their 
<{ own ends and ambition, is now fo evident , that 
“ We hope, as God bath wonderfully manifefted 
“ his care of Us, and his defence of His and Our 
“ molt juft Caufe ; fo , he hath fo far touched the 
“ hearts of our People, that their Eyes are at laft 
“ opened to fee how miferably they have been fe- 
“ duced,and to abhor thofe Perfons , whofe malice 
“ and fubtlety had feduced them to diflionorHim, 
to rebel ag^inft Us, and to bring much mifery and 
“ calamity upon their native Country. 

“ We well remember the Protection voluntarily 
“ made by Us, in the head of that fmall Army we 
“ were Mafter of in September laft , to defend and 
“ maintain the true Reformed Proteftant Religion : 
“ And if it fhould pleafe God , by his blefling upon 
“ that Army, to preferve Us from this Rebellion, 
“ that We would maintain the juft Privileges and 
“ Freedom of Parliament, and govern by the known 
“ Laws of the Land ; for whofe Defence , in truth 
“ that Army was only raifed , and hath been fince 
“ kept. And there cannot be a more feafonable time 
“ to renew that Proteftadon than Now , when God 
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book “ hath vouchfafed Us fo many Vi&ories and Suc- 
vn. “ cefles , and hath rendered the power of thofe , 

“ who feck to deftroy Us, lefs formidable than it 
“ hath been ( fo that We (hall probably not fall under 
“ the fcandalous imputation , which hath ufually 
“ attended Our Melliiges of Peace , that they pro- 
“ cccd from the weaknefs of our power, not love 
“ of our People) and when there is more freedom 
“ in many Counties, for our good Subjects to re- 
** ceive true information of their own, and Our 
*“ condition; the knowledge whereof hath been t 
“ with equal industry and injufiice, kept from them , 

** as other Ads of cruelty have been iropofed on 
f‘ them. 

“ We do therefore declare to all the world, in the 
“ prefence of Almighty God, to whom We muffc 
“ give a ftrid account of all our Profeffiqns and Pro- 
“ teftations, that We are fo far from intending any 
“ alteration of the Religion eftablilhed (as hath been' 

“ often falfely, fcandaloufly, and againft the Con- 
“ fcicnce of the Contrivers themfelyes of that rumor 
“ fuggefted to our People ) or from the lcaft thought 
* c of invading the Liberty and Property of the Sub- 
“ jed. or violating the juft Privileges of Parliament, 

“ that We call that God to witnefs , who hath covered. 

“ our head in the day of Battle , that We defire from 
“ our Soul, and fhall always ufe our utrooft endea- 
“ vour to preferve , and advance the true Reformed 
“ Proteftant Religion eftablilhed in the Church of ^ 
“ England-, in which We were born , have faithfully 
t( lived , and, by the grace of God , fhall refnluteiy 
“ die : That the prefervatien of the Liberty and 
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“ Property of the Subject, in the due obfervation book 
“ of the known Laws of the Land , fha’l be equally vii. 

“ our care, as the maintenance of our own Rights; 

“ We defiring to govern only by thofe good Laws , 

“ which, till they were opprefled by this odious 

Rebellion, preferved this Nation happy. And 
“ We do acknowledge the juft Privileges of Parlia- 
* “ ment to be an effential part of thofe Laws, and 

“ (hall therefore moft folemnly defend , and obferve 
“ them. So that, in truth, if either Religion , Law, 

“ or Liberty, be precious to our People, they will, 

“ by their fubmiflion to Us, join with Us in the 
“ defence of them; and thereby eftablifh that 
“ Peace , by which only they can flourilh, and be 
“ enjoyed. 

“ Whether thefe Men , that be profeffed Enemies 
“ to the eftabliflied Ecclefiaftical-Government, who 
“ reproach and perfecute the Learned Orthodox 
“ Minifters of the Church, and into their places 
“ put ignorant, feditious, and fchifmatical Preachers, 

“ who vilify the Book of Common - Prayer , and 
“ impioufly prophane God’s Worlhip with their 
“ fcurrilous and feditious demeanour, are like to 
“ advance that Religion ; whether thofe Men, who * 

“ boldly , and without the leaft fhadow or color of 
“ Law , impofe infupportable Taxes and odious V 

“ Excifcs upon their fellow Subjedts , imprifon, tor- 
“ ment, and murder them, are like to preferve the 
“ Liberty and Property of the Subject: And whether 
“ thofe Men, who feize and poflefs themfclves of 
“ our own unqueftionable Revenue, and our juft 
M Rights, have denied Us our Negative Voice, 
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#ook “ have, by force and violence, awed and terrified 
▼ 11. “ the Members of both Houfes, and laftly have, 

“ as far as in Them lies, diiTolved the prefentPar- 
<l liament, by driving away and impnfoning the 
“ Members, and refolving the \frholc power there- 
** of, and more , into a Committee of a few Men , 
K contrary to all Law , Cuftom, or Precedent, are 
like to vindicate, and uphold the PriviJeges of 
“ Parliament, all the world may judge. 

“ We do therefore once more conjure our Good 
“ Subjeds , by their memory of that excellent Peace 
“ and firm Happinefs, with which it pleafed God 
“ to reward their Duty, and Loyalty in time paft ; 
“ by their Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, 
“ which no Vow or Covenant, contrived, and 

* adminiftered to, and by themfelves, can cancel 

* or evade; by whatfoever is dear and precious to 

* them in this life, or hoped or prayed for in the 
life to come, that they will remember their Duty, 

* and confider their Intereft , and no longer fufifer 

* Themfelves to be milled, their Prince dilhonored, 
" and their Country wafted and undone by the 
w malice and cunning of thofe State - lmpoftors ; 

* who, under pretence of Reformation, would 
“ introduce whatfoever is monftrous and unnatural 
" both to Religion , and Policy,: But that they rather 

* chufe quietly to enjoy their Religion , Property, 

* and Liberty , founded and provided for by the 

* wifdora and induftry of former times, and fecured, 

* and enlarged by the bleffings upon the prefent 

* Age, than to fpend their Lives and Fortunes to 

* purchafe confufion , and to make tbemfelves liable 
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K to the mon: intolerable kind of Slavery, that is, book 
“ to be Slaves to their fellow Subjeds; who, by vil. 

* their prodigious , unheard of Ads of Oppreffion 

* and Tyranny, have given them fufficient evidence 

* What they are to exped at their hands. 

“ And let not our good People, who have been 
c< milled, or, through want of Underftanding, or 
“ want of Courage, fubmitted themfelves to unwar- 
K rantable and difloyal Adions , be taught, by thefc 

* Seducers, that their Safety now confifts in Defpaio 

* and that they can only fecure themfelves for the ills 
“ they have done, by a refolute and peremptory dif- 
“ obedience. Revenge and Blood - thirftinefs have 
“ never been imputed to Us, by thofe, who have not 
“ left either our Government, or Nature, unexamin- 
“ ed, with the greateft Boldnefs, and Malice. Andall 
“ thofe who, fince thefe bloody diftradions, out of 

‘ c Confcience have returned from their evil ways to < 

“ Us, have found that it was not fo eafy forThem to 
** repent as for Us to forgive. And whofoever have 

* been mifled by thofe whofe hearts from thebegin- 
" ning have defigned all this mifehief, and (hall 

* redeem their pad crimes by their prefent Service 
“ and Loyalty', in the apprehending, oroppofing 
K fuch who (hall continue to bear Arms againft Us, 

** and (hall ufe their utmoft endeavours to reduce 
* c thofe Men to their due Obedience, and to reftore 

* this Kingdom to its wonted Peace, (hall have caufc 
w to magnify our Mercy, and to repent the Trefpalfes 
“ committed againft fo juftand gracious a Sovereign. 
a Laftly , We defire all our good Subjeds who have 
M really affifted, or really wilhed Us well, now God 
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book" hath done fuch wonderful things for Us, vigoroufly 
ViX. “ to endeavour to put an end to all thefe miferies, by 
“ bringingin Men, Mqney, Plate Horfes.or Arms, to 
Our aid; thatfo We being not wanting to ouifelves, 

. “ may with confidence expedt the continuance of 
“ God’s Favor, to reftore Us all to that bleffed har- 
“ mony of Affedtions, which may eftablilh a firm 
“ Peace; without the fpeedy obtaining of which, this 

* poor Kingdom will be utterly undone, though not 

* abfolutely loft. 

What effect this Declaration produced, at leaft 
what accident fell outfhortly after the publiffring if , 
We fhall have occafion anon to remember, when We 
have firft remembered fome unfortunate Paffages, 
which accompanied thisprofperity on the King’s part; 
for the Sunlhine of his Conqueft was fome what cloud- 
s ed, not only by the Number and Quality of the flain, 

but by the jealoufies and mifunderftandings of thole 
who were alive. There was not, from the beginning, 
that conformity of humor and inclinations between 
the Princes and the Marquis of Hertford , as had been 
to be wiffied between all Perfons of Honor, who were 
engaged in a Quarrel that could never profper but by 
the Union of the Undertakers. Prince Maurice , and, 
on his behalf (or rather the other by his impulfion) 
Prince Rupert taking to heart, that a Nephew of the 
King’s fliould be Lieutenant General to the Marquis, 
who had neither been exercifed in the profeffion of a 
Soldier, nor even now punctually ftudied the Office 
of a General: On the other hand, the Marquis, who 
Was of the molt gentle Nature to the gentle, and as 
rough aud refolute to the imperious, it may be, liked 
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, not the Prince’s afluiTiing to himfelf more than be- b o 0 K 
came a Lieutenant- General, and fometimes eroding VU. 
Ads of his with relation to the governing, and dif- 
pofing the Affairs of the Country , in which he knew 
himfelf bytter verfed than the Prince ; and when 
Eriflol was taken , where the Marquis took himfelf to a,ire * raon t 
Command in Chief, being a Town particularly ^*"‘ 1 om. 
within his Commiffion, and ofwhich he wasbefides cers about the 
Lord-Lieutenant, he thought himfelf not regardfully ® 0 ’*"™ ent 
. enough ufed , that Prince Rupert had not only en- 
tered into the Treaty without His advice, but con- 
* eluded the Articles without fo much as naming him, 
or taking notice that he was there. And therefore 
with as little ceremony to his Highnefs, or fo much 
as communicating it to either of the Princes, the 
Marquis declared that he would give the G.overn- 
^ ment of that City to Sir Ralph Hopton. Prince Rupert 
on the other hand conceived the Town won by 
him, being entered on that fide in which he Com- 
manded abfolutely , and the Cornifh on the other part 
abfolutely rcpulfed; and therefore that the difpofition ' ✓ 
of the Command and Government of it, wholly 
belonged to him. But when he heard the refolution 
of the Marquis concerning Sir Ralph Hopton , who 1 
was not to be put into the Scale with any private 
Man, he gave over the defign of conferring it upon 
any of the pretenders; and by the fame Meffenger, 
by whom he advertifed his Majeffy of the good fuc- 
cefs, he defired, “ that he would beftow the Govern- 
“ ment of that City reduced by him, upon himfelf;'* 
the which the King readily confented ter; notfufpecl- 
ingany difpute to be about it. And fliortly after an 
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book exprefs arrived likcwife from the Marquis, with an 
VJi. account of all particulars, and that his Lordfhip had 

dcfigned Sir Ralph Hoplon to be Governor of the 
new -got City. 

Then, and not before, the King underflood what 
ftrait he was in ; and ; was exceedingly perplexed 
to find an Expedient to compofe the difference that 
he faw would arife. He had paffed his word to hjs 
Nephew, of whom he was very tender, and did in 
truth believe that his T itle to difpofe the Government 
was very juft : he had iikewife a very juft efteem of 
the Marquis, who had ferved him with all fidelity, 
and had clearly declared himfclf for him, when the 
doing otherwife would have been moft prejudicial to 
his Majefty : and, it could not be denied , no Sub- \ 
jed’s Affection and Loyalty gave a greater Luftre to 
the King’s Caufe , than that of the Marquis ; and that 
which was a circumftance of infinite Moment, was 
the nominating Sir Ralph Hoplon ; who as he was a 
Perfon of high merit from the King, fo he was the 
moft gracious and popular to that City, and the 
Country adjacent; and after fo great fervree . and 
\ fuffering in the fervice, to expofe him to a rtfufal , 
was both againft the kindnefs and goodnefs of the 
King’s Nature, and his Politic forefight into his 
Affairs. And as a prefage how various the interpreta- 
tion would be abroad, of whatsoever he fhould deter- 
mine, he found the Minds and Affedions of his own 
Court and Council, with more paffion than ordinary, 
ready to deliver their opinions. The Marquis was 
generally loved, and where he was not enough 
known to be fo , his Intcreft and Reputation in the 

Kingdom 
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Kingdom was thought of wonderful confideratiortin B 
the King’s bufinefs : and many were Very much 
troubled to fee Prince Rupert, whofe Activity and 
Courage in the Field they thought very inftrumental, 
incline to get the poffellion of the fecond City of the 
Kingdom into his hands, or to engage himfelf fo 
much in the Civil Government , as fuch a Command 
foberlv executed muft ncc,eflarily comprehend ; and 
this as it were in contempt of one of the prime Noble- 
Men ot the Kingdom, to which Order the Prince had 
not expreffed himfelf very debonair. And thefe 
thought a the King was, by Counfel and Precept to 
w reform and foften the Prince’s underllanding and 
“ humor, and to perfuade him, in compliance with 
“ his Service, to decline the Conteft , and fuffer the \ 
a Marquis to proceed in his difpofition, which, on 
** all parts , was acknowledged to be moft fitly 

* defigned. ” * 

Others again were of opinion, “ that the right 
“ of difpofing the Command to whomfoever he 
“ thought fit, entirely belonged to Prince Rupert; 

“ and therefore (befides that the King had , by the 
“ fame Meflenger who brought the Suit , returned 
“ his Confent ) that he could not be reafonably re- 
** fufed, when he defired it for himfelf ; which would 
“ take away all poffible imagination of difrefped to 
“ Sir Ralph Hopton , who could not take it ill, that 
cc the Prince himfelf had taken a Command, that was 
“ defigned to Him : That the Eyes of the Army 

* were upon his Highnefs, whofe name was grown 
“ a terror to the Enemy, as his Courage and Condudt 
** had been very profperous to the King; and if, after 
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fo happy and glorious an achievement, he fliould 
now receive a repulfe in fo reafonable a pretence , 
* c though it would not ieflen his own duty or alacrity 
“ in the Service, it might have an unhappy influence 
“ upon his Reputation and lntcreft in the Army ; 
“ which could receive no diminution without ap- 
“ parent damage tohisMajefty: and therefore, that 
" fome means fliould be ufed to the Marquis, to wave 
" his Title, and to content that the Prince fliould 
* enjoy his defires:” fo that they who were only fit to 
be employed to perfuade and alter either, Seemed, and 
indeed Were, paflionately engaged againft the thing 
they were to perfuade. Whereupon the King difeera- 
. ed that all depended upon his own Royal Wifdom ; 
and therefore refolved to take a Journey in his own 
Perfon to Bri/lol, and there to give fuch a Rule as he 
fliould find moft neceflary ; to which, he prefumed, 
both Pcrfons would conform themfelves, as well 
cordially , as obediently: > 

TH-Kinettei That which the King propofed to himfelf , was to 
,o ar.ftoi to g rat ify his Nephew with the Name, and the Marquis, 
by making Sir Ralph Jlopton enjoy the Thing; upon 
obliging whom the King’s care was very particular. 
For though he knew his nature, as in truth it was, 
moft exadtly free from interrupting the lead public 
Service by private ends or thoughts, other Men 
would be apt to conceive and publifli a difrefped to 
be done to him, which himfelf apprehended not ; and 
therefore his Majefty was not only , in his owp Prin* 
cely mind, to retain a very gracious fenfe of his Ser- 
vice, but to give Evidence to all Men, that he did fo. 
And fo after he had made a joyful entrance into 
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Bri/fol , which was performed with all decent Solem- d o o it 
nity, and ufed all kind and obliging expreffions to the vn. 
Marquis, he detired him in private to confent, that 
he might perform his promife to his Nephew , which 
he had palled before he had any imagination that his 
Lordlhip otherwife had determined of it; without 
fpeaking at all of any other Tale his Highnefs had to 
it, but by his Majefty’s promife. He eftablifhed Pririce 
7 ?wper/inthe Government oVSriJlol, who immediately 
lent a Commiffion to Sir Ralph Hopton (who was now 
fo well recovered, that he walked into the Air ) to be 
his Lieutenant-Governor; fignifying likewife tohim, 
by a Confident that palled between them, “ that 
" though he was now engaged for fome time, which 

* fliould not be long, to keep the Superior Title 

* himfelf, he would not at all meddle in the Govern- 

* ment, but that he fiiould be as abfolute in'.it, as if the 
" Original -Commiffion had been granted to Him.’' 

Sir Ralph Hopion, who was exceedingly forry that 
His name was at all ufed, and expofed, as an Argu- 
ment of difference and mifunderftanding between 
Perfons of fuch eminent influence upon the public, 

Quickly difeerned that this expedient, though it 
feemed plaufibly to lelfen the noife of the Debate, did ^ 

in truth objedt him to the full Envy of one Party. For 
the Marquis (who by the King’s perfuafions was 
father quieted , than fatisfied) might, and he forefaw 
•Would, be perfuaded to expedltbat He would refofe 
the Commiffion from Prince Rupert , both, as he might 
be thought to comply in an Iniury done to the Mar-' 
quis,to whom his devotion had been ancient, fart, and 
unlhaken, and as the Command now given him, vras 
. : M _3 
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o o K inferior to what the Marquis, who had the power of 

VII, difpofal, had conferred on him ; and fo that he ffiould 
vindicate the Title, which the King himfelf was loath 
to give a judgment upon. He was the more troubled, 
becaufe he found that by fubmitting to this Charge, 
he fliould by fome be thought to have deferted the 
Marquis out of a kind of Revenge for his having de- 
ferted the Enterprife, when hechofc,the laft year, 
rather to go into IVales than Cornwall and for his 
deferting him again now, when he brought all new 
Officers to Command the Army over Their Heads 
who had raifed it, and made the way for the new to 
come to them. Whereas the firft, as is before remem- 
bered , was done by his own Advice , as well as his 
full Confent ; and the latter, he well knew, was rather 
to be imputed to Prince Maurice than to his Lordffiip, 
whofe kindnefs and efteem had been ever very real to 
him. On the other hand , he faw plainly , that if he 
refufed to receive this Commiffion , with whatfpeci- 
ous Circumftances of Duty and Subroiffion foever, 
it might produce (as without doubt unavoidably it 
would) notable Difturbances and Interruptions in the 
King’s Affairs; and that the Marqifis, to common 
Underftandings, had, to Obey the King, declined 
the Conteft, and therefore that the reviving it, and 
the mifehief that attended it, would be imputed to his 
particular Account. Befides that, he had always borne 
an avowed and declared Reverence to the Queen of 
Bohemia and her Children , whom he had Perfonally 
and a&ively ferved in their Wars , whilll they main- 
tained any , and for whofe Honor and Reftitution he 
bad been a Zealous and known Champion. And 
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therefore he had no inclination to difoblige a hopeful 
Prince of chac Houfe , upon whom our own hopes 
feemed fo much to depend. He therefore refolved, 
according to his rare temper throughout this War, 
* to let him whom heprofelfed to ferve, chafe in what 
kind he would be ferved by him ; and cheerfully re- 
ceived the Commillioo from Prince Rupert ; upon 
which, all difcourfe, or debate of difference, was 
for the prefent determined , what whifperings or 
murmurings foever remained. 

The King found it now high time to refolve, to 
what Adtion next to difpofe his Armies, and that 
their lying Bill fo long there ( for thefe Agitations had 
keptthemainworkfromgoingforward tenor twelve 
days, a time in that Seafo'n unfortunately loft) had 
more weakened, than refreshed them; having not 
loft more Men by ftorming the City, than afterwards 
by plundering it : thofe Soldiers , who had warmed 
themfelves with the burden of Pillage, never quietly 
again fubmitting to the Carriage of their Arms. 

The Queftion was firft , “ whether both Armies 
* fhould be united , and march in one upon the next 
“ Defign ? and then. What that Defign fhould be ? 
<c Againft the Firft, there were many Allegations. 

1. “ The condition of the Weft : Dorfetjhire and 
“ Devon/hire were entirely pofTeffed by the Enemy ; 
“ for though Sir John Berkeley with a daring Party 
K kept Exeter, and Colonel JohnDigby the North-part 
“ (which was notorioufly difaffe&ed) from joining 
“ with Plymouth , which would elfe quickly have 
“ grown into an Army ftrong enough to infeft Corn- 
“ wal , yet they had no place to retire to upon diftrefs; 
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0 0 K <c and all the Ports upon the Weftern Coafts vrere 
VII. tc Garrifonecl by the Parliament, which, upon the 
tc fame of the approach of the King’s horces , and the 
” lofs ol Bri/lol, nught^probabiy be, without much 
“ refillance, reduced. 

2. “ The L oniiJJi Army was greater in Reputation, 
< c than Numbers; having loft many at Lanjdown , and 
cc the Ailaulc of Bri/tol; and , by the death of their 
tc Chief Officers, very many were run away fince: 
“ befides they pretended fome promife made to their 
* c Country (which they conceived not to be enough 
** fecured againft Plymouth } of returning fpeedily for 
® the reduction of that T own ; fo that if they were 
** compelled tomarch Eaftwards, to which they were 
* not inclined, it was to be doubted they would 
1 <c moulder away fo faft , that there would be little 
“ addition of ftrength by it. Whereas if they marched 
“ Weftward , it would be no hard matter to gather 
* c up thofe who were returned, and to be ftrong 
“ enough in a very fliort time, by new Levies, for 
** any Enterprife fhould be thought reafonable to be 
** undertaken.” To which was added, “that having 
“ loft thofe Officers, whom they loved and feared ; 
“ and whofe Reverence reftrained their Natural dif- 
w tempers, they were too much inclined to mutiny; 
“ and had expreffed a peremptory averfion to the 
“ joining, and marching with theKing’s Army. ’’And 
the truth is, their humors then were not very gentle 
and agreeable, as being apt to think that their prowefs 
was not enough recompenfed, or valued. For though 
the King affe&ed to make all poffible demonftrations 
to them, of an extraordinary highefteemhe had of 
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their wonderful Fidelity and Courage, yet he was book 
able to procure very little Money for them ; and they vil. 
had then, by the difcipline under which they had 
been trained (which was molt regular, and full of that 
fobriety which promifed good fortune) an honeft 
pride in their own Natures , a great difdain of plun- 
dering , or fupplying themfelves by thofe vile Arts, 
which they grew afterwards lefs tender to avoid. 

3. “ The great number of the King’s Horfe; which 
“ was fo brave a Body, that when that part of it, 

which was joined to the Cornifh was away, he 
w Ihould march with at leaft fix thoufand Horfe, 

“ which were as many as would be able to live on 
<c any Country within a due diftance of Quartering, 

4. “ Laftly fome Correfpondence with the Chief 
“ Gentlemen of Dorjetjhire , who were ready to join 
** with any confiderable Party for the King, and had 
“ fome probable hopes, that the fmall Garrifons upon 
** the Coaft would not make a tedious refiftance.” 

There was another reafon, which was not given , 
that if both Armies had been kneaded into one. 

Prince Maurice could have been but a private Colonel : 

but there were enough befides to fatisfy the King to 

keep them divided; and fo he gave Order to the 

Earl of Carnarvon to advance towards Dorchefier (the 

Chief Town in that County, and one of the mod 

Malignant in England, where the Rebels had a Gar- 

rifon) with the Horfe and Dragoons, and the next 

day to Prince Maurice to march after with the Foot* 

and Cannon ; his Majefty keeping with him the Mar- prince mmi. 

quisof Hertford to attend his own Perfon ; for though ricelent i " : '’ 

he well faw, he Ihould undergo fome Inconveniences an Arn L ir 
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book by withdrawing the Marquis from that employment, 
VII. the opinion of the Soundnefs of his Religion , and 
Integrity of his Juflice, rendering him by much the 
roofb popular Man in thole parts, and was excee- 
dingly tender of giving the leall umbrage and diflafte 
to his Lordihip, upon whofe Honor and Affedtion 
he relied entirely, and would asfoon have milled his 
Crown upon His Fidelity , as upon any Man’s in his 
th ree Kingdoms, yet he difeerned plainly that the 
Prince and the Marquis would never agree together; 
and that there were Perfons about them, who would 
foment their Indifpofitions to each other, wirhany 
hazard to His fervice ; and concluded, that he fliould 
fooner reduce his People by the Power of his Army, 
than by the perfuafions of his Counfel ; and that the 
roughnefs of the one’s Nature, might prevail more 
than the lenity and condefcenfion of the other: and 
therefore he fent the Prince on that employment; 
ufing all imaginable means to remove any trouble, or 
jealoufy of his favor from the Marquis’s mind ; his 
Majefly freely and clearly communicating to him all 
his Counfels , and the true ground of hi^Refolution ; 
and declaring to him , M that he would make him a 

Gentleman of his Bed-Chamber, and Groom of 
“ his Stole, and that he would always have his Com- 
* c piny and Advice , about him with which the 
Marquis was (atisfied, rather becaufe he refolved 
not to difobey him, than that he was well pleafed 
with the price of the obligations. 

And truly many wife and honefl Men, were forry 
for the King’s Eletflion; and though the Marquis’s 
years, andalpng indulgence tohiseafe, hadfuper* 
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induced a kind of lazinefs and inactivity upon his book 
N ature , that was neither agreeable to his primitive til. 
Conftitution , nor the great Endowments of his mind 
(for he was a good Scholar , and had a good judge- 
ment) and lefs to the temper of this time , and the 
Office of a General, infomuch as he often refignedan 
excellent underftanding to thofe who had a very in- , 

different one, and followed the advice, and con- 
cluded upon the information of thofe , who had 
narrower, and more vulgar thoughts than fuited 
with his Honor, and were not worthy of fuch aTruft; 
yet they thought the Prince’s Inexperience of the 
Cuftoms and Manners of England, and an averfion 
from confidering them , muft fubjetfthim to the in- 
formation and advice of worfe Counfellors than the 
other, and which would not be fo eafily controuled : 

And lam of opinion, that if the Prince had waited 
on his Majefty in that Army , and never interpofed 
in any Command, not purely Martial , and the Mar- 
quis been fent with thofe Forces into the Weft with 
the Lord Hopton ( who was now to be left at Bri/lol • 
to intend his health , and to form that new Garrifon ; 
which was to be a Magazine for Men , Arms, Am- 
munition, and all that was wanted ) andfome other 
ftcady Perfons , who might have been Alligned to 
fpecial Provinces, a greater tide of good fortune 
had attended that expedition. 

The next refolution to be taken , was concerning 
the King’s own motion with the other Army. There 
was not a Man , who did not think the reducing of 
Glocejler , a City within little more than twenty miles 
of Bri/lol , of mighty importance to the King, if it 
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mightbe done without a great expenTe of time , and 
Jofsof Men: “ It was the onlyGarrifon the Rebels 
* c had between Brljlol and Lanca/hire, ontheNorth- 
<c part of England, and if it could be recovered, his 
a Majedy would have the R.iver of Severn entirely 
<£ within his Command : whereby hi* Garrifons of 
“ IVorcefler , and bhreujlury , and all thofe parts, 
* c might be fupplied from liriflol; and the Trade of 
“ that City thereby fo advanced , that the Cudoms 
“ and Duty might bring a notable Revenue to the 
* c King, and the Wealth of the City increafing, it 
0 might bear the greater Burden for the War: A 
“ rich and populous County , which hitherto rather 
“ yielded Conveniences of (Quarters, than a fettled 
<c Contribution (that ftrong Garrifon holding not 
“ only the whole Fored - divifion which is a fourth 
** part of the County of Glocejler , abfolutely in 
** obedience, but fo alarmed all other parts, that none 
** of the Gentry , who for the mod part were well 
“ affeded, durd day at their ownHoufes) might be 
ct wholly the King’s Quarters , and by how much 
“ it had offended, and difquieted the King, more 
<c than other Counties, by fo much the ipore Money 
£t might be raifed upon them ” Befides the General 
weekly Contributions , the Yeomanry, who had 
been mod forward and feditious , being very weal* 
thy , and able to redeem their Delinquency at a high 
Price (and thefe Arguments were fully preffed by the 
well affeded Gentry of the County, who had carried 
themfelveshonedly and differed very much by doing 
fo, and undertook great Levies of Men, if this Work 
verefird done) there was another Argument of n» 
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lefs , if not greater Moment than all the reft : “ If I 

Glocefler were reduced, there would need no Forces 
w to be left in Wales, and all thofe Soldiers might be 
“ then drawn to the marching Army , and the Con- 

* tributions and other Taxes aftigned to the pay- 

* ment of it.’’ Indeed the King would have had* 
glorious, and entire part of his Kingdom, to have 
contended with the reft. 

Yet all thefe motives were not thought worth the 
engaging his Army in a doubtful Siege; whilftthe 
Parliament might both' recover the fear that was 
upon them, and confequently allay and compofe the 
diftempers ( which , if they did not wholly proceed 
from, were very much ftrengthened by thofe fears) 
and recruit their Army; and therefore that it was 
better to march into fomeof thofe Counties which 
were mod oppreffed by the Enemy , and there wait 
fuch advantage, as the diftradion in and about 
London would adminifter, except there could be 
fome probable hope that Glocejler might be got with- 
out much delay. And to thatpurpofe there had been 
fecret agitation , the effed whereof was hourly ex- 
peded. The Governor of that Garrifon was one x 
Colonel Maffy, a Soldier of Fortune, who had , in 
the late Northern-Expeditions prepared by the King 
againft Scotland , been an Officer in the King’s Army; 
under the Command of Colonel William Leg; and in 
the beginning of thefe Troubles , had been at York 
with inclination to ferve the King ; but finding him- 
felf not enough known there, and thattherewouldbe 
little gotten, but the Comfort of a good Confcience, 
went to London , where there was more Money, an J 
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o o k fewerOfficers; and was eafily made LieutenaritColo- 
▼li. nel to the Lari of Stamford ; and beingquickly found 
to beadiligentand ftout Officer, and of no ill parts of 
Converfation to render bimfelf acceptable among the 
Common-People, was by his Lordfhip , when he 
went into the Weft, left Governor of that City of 
Glocejler , where he had behaved himfelf actively, 
and fuccefsfully. There was no reafon to defpair, that 
this Man (not intoxicated with any of thofe fumes 
which made Men rave, and frantic in the Caufe) might 
not be wrought upon. And Will. Leg. who had the 
good opinion of moft Men, and the particular kind- 
nefs of Prince Rupert , had fent a Meffenger, who 
was like to pafs without lufpicion to Gloce/ier , 
with fuch a Letter of kindnefs and overture to Afajfy t 
as was proper in fuch a cafe from one Friend to 
another. This Meffenger returned when the King’s 
and the Army’s motion was under Debate, and 
brought an Anfwer from the Governor to Colonel 
Leg : in a very high Style, and feeming to take it much 
unkindly, “that he fhould endeavour to Corrupt him 
“ in his Honefty, and Fidelity, and toperfuade him 
“ to break a Truft, which, to fave his Life, he would 

* never do;” with much difcourfe “ of his Honor, 

* and Reputation, which would be always dear 
“ to him.” But the Meffenger faid withal , “ that, 

* after the Governor had given him this Letter, and 

* fome Charp Reproaches before Company, he was 
“ brought again, a back-way, to a place where the 
“ Governor was by himfelf and then he told him, 

* that it was moft neceffary he fhould write fuch an 

* Anfwer as he had done; which was communicated 
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u tothofe, who elfe would have been jealous what book 
“ fuch a Meffenger fbouid come to him about ; but vii. 

“ that he fhould tell William l.eg t that he was the fame 
“ I\Ian he had ever been , his Servant; and that he 
“ wilhed the King well ; that he heard Princ 0 Rupert 
<c meant to bring the Army before th^t Town ; if he 
<c did, he would defend it as well as he could ; and his 
K Highnefs would find another work than he had at 
“ Bri/lol, but if the King himfelf came with his Army, 

“ and fummonedit, he would not hold it againft 
“ Him: For it would not ftand with his confcience 
** to fight againft the Perfon of the King; befides that 
“ in fuch a cafe, he fhould be able to perfuade thofe , 

** oftheTown; which otherwife he could not do.” 

This Meflage turned the Scale; for though it might 
be without purpofe of being honeft, yet there was no 
great obje&ion againft the King’s marching that way 
with his Army ; fince it would be ftill in his power to 
purfue any other Counfel , without engaging before 
it. And it was to fomea fign that he meant well, be- 
caufe he had not hanged , or at leaft imprifoned the 
MefTenger who came to him on fuch an Errand. 

Hereupon the King refolved for Glocejler , but not to 
be engaged in a Siege; and fo fent bis Army that way; 
and the next day ( having firft fent Sir Ralph Hopton 
a Warrant to Create him Baron Hopton of Stratton , in 
Memory of the happy Battle fought there ) with the Thc Kioc 
remainder of his Forces marched towards it. On marches to- 
Wednejday the tenth of Augufl , the King ranged his ™ rd r ! G a ‘ a * 
whole Army upon a fair Hill , in the clear View of Summons it, 
the City, and within lcfs than two miles of it; and A “ g ' 10 ' I443 ' 
then being about two of the Clock in the Afternoon, 
he fent a Trumpet with this Summons to the Town. 


* 

Digitized by Google 



< 


I 


.174 THE HISTORY 

book “ Out of our tender Compaflion to our City of 
Yll. “ Gloctjler , and that it may not receive prejudice 
“ by our Army , which We cannot prevent if We 
** be compelled to A (fault it, We are Perfonally 
“ come before it to require the fame; and are gra- 
, * cioufly pleafed to let all the Inhabitants of , and 

* all other Perfons within that City, as well Sol- 
“ diers as others, know, that if they (hall immediate* 
“ ly fubmit themfelvcs, and deliver this Our City 

* to Us, We are contented, freely, and abfolute- 
“ ly to pardon every one of them, without ex- 
“ ception; and do affure them, in the word of a 
“ King, that they, nor any of them (hall receive 
n the lead damage or prejudice by Our Army in 
u their Perfons or Eftates ; but that We will appoint 
“ fuch a Governor , and a moderate Garrifon to 
“ refide there , as (hall be both for the eafe and 
“ fecurity of that City, and that whole County. 
“ But if they (hall negled this proffer of Grace and 
“ Favor, and compel Us, by the power of Our 
“ Army, to reduce that place (which, by the help 
“ of God, We doubt not, We (hall be eafily and 
“ (hortly able to do) they muff thank Themfelves 
“ for all the Calamities and IVIiferies muff; befal 
a Them. To this MelTage We exped a clear and 
w pofitive Anfwer, within two hours after the pub- 
“ lifhing hereof; and by thefe prefents do give leave 
“ to any Perfons , fafely to repair to and return from 
“ Us, whom that City (hall defire to employ unto 

* Us in that bufinefs: And do require ail the Officers, 

* and Soldiers of Our Army , quietly to fuffer them 
“ to pafs accordingly. 1 ’ 

• - - « 
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Within left than the time perferibed , together book 
with the Trumpeter returned two Citizens from the ViL 
Town, with lean, pale, (harp , and had Vifages, 
indeed Faces fo ftrange , ^ndunufual, and in fuch * 

a garb and pofture, that at once made the moft 
feVere Countenances merry, and the moft cheerful 
hearts fad; for it was impoflible fuch Ambaflfadors 
could bring lefs than a Defiance. The Men, without 
any Circumftances of Duty, or go'od Manners , in 
a pert,(hrill, undifmayed accent , faid, “they had 
•” brought an Anfwer from the Godly City of (?/o- 
. * cejier to the King;” and were fo ready to give . 
infolent and feditious Anfwers to anyQueftion, as 
if their bufxnefs were chiefly to provoke the King 
to violate his own Safe-Condud. The Anfwer they 
brought was in writing, in thefe very words. 

Augu/i io ,h 1643. 

“ We the Inhabitants, Magiftrates , Officers , The citizens 
R and Soldiers, within this Garrifon of G/oceJier * 

“ unto his Majefty’s gracious Meflage return this 
“ humble Anfwer: That We do keep this City, 

“ according to our Oaths and Allegiance , to and 
K for the ufe of his Majefty, and his Royal Pofte- 
“ rity: And do accordingly conceive ourfelves 
* wholly bound to obey the Commands of his Ma- 
“ jefty, fignified by both Houfes of Parliament: 

“ And are refolved, by God’s help, to keep this 
“ City accordingly.” 

This Paper was fubferibed by Wife the Mayor, 
and Majfy the Governor, with thirteen of the Aider- 
men, and moft fubftantial Citizens, and eleven Ofii- * 


cer* of the Garrifon ; and as foon as their Meffca^crs 
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0 o K returned , who were quickly difmiffed , without 

Vii. attending to fee what the King refolved , all the 
Suburbs of the City, in which were very large and 
fait Buildings, well inhabited, were fet onFire ; fo that 
there was no doubt, the King was to exped nothing 
there but wnat could not be kept from him. Now 
was the time for new Debates , and new Refolu- 
tions ; to which Men came not fo unbiafled , or 
unfwayed, as they had been at Brijlol. This indig- 
nity and affront to the King prompted thoughts of 
Revenge; and fome thought the King fo far engaged, 
that in Honor he could not do lefs, than fit down 
before the Town, and force it: and thefe Inclina- 
tions gave Countenance , and Credit to all thofe 
plaufible informations “ of fmall Provifions in the 
“ Town, either of Vidual, or Ammunition; that, 
where the Town was ftrongeft, there was no- 
* thing but an old Stone - Wall , which would fall 
“ upon an eafy Battery; that there were many well 
“ Affeded People in the Town, who, with thofe 
“ who were incenfed by the burning of the Suburbs, 
“ and the great Ioffes they muff fuftain thereby, 
“ would make fuch a Party, that as foon as they 
** were dillreffed , the feditious Party would be for- 
“ ced to yield. It was alledged , that the Enemy 
“ had no Army; nor, by all Intelligence, was like 
“ to form any foon enough to be able to Relieve 
“ it; and if they had an Army, th^t it was much 
“ better for his Majefty to force them to that diftance 
cc from London, and to Fight there, where he could 
** be fupplied with whatfoever he wanted , could 
u chufe his own ground , where his brave Body 
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* ofHorfe would be able to Defeat any Army they rook 
“ could raife , than to feek them in their own vu. 

* Quarters. *’ 

Above all, the Confidence of the Soldiers of the 
bell Experience moved his Majefty ; who upon rid. 
ing about the Town, and taking a near view of 
it, were clear of opinion , that they fhould be able 
in lefs than ten days by Approach , for all thoughts 
of Storming were laid afide upon the lofs at firi/tul, 
to wm it. This produced a Refolution in his Ma« 
jefty, not one Man in the Council of War difluading 
it. So the King prefently fent to Oxford for his Ge- 
neral the Earl of Brentjord “ to come to him, with 
“ all the Foot that could be fpared out of that Gar. 

* rifon , and his pieces of Battery , to govern that 

* Adlion : ” Prince Rupert wifely declining that Pro- 
vince, and retiring himfelf into the Generalfiiip of 
theHorfe, that he might not be thought account- 
able for any Accidents which fhould attend that 
Service. At the fame inftant, Orders were defpat- 
ched to Sir WilliamVavaJour , who Commanded all 
the Forces in South- Wales (the Lord Herbert having 
been perfuaded , fo far to comply with the indif- 
pofition of that People, as to decline that Command, '• 
or at leaft for a time to dilfemble it) “ to draw all 

his Men to the Foreft- fide of the Town where 
the Bridges being broken down , a fmall ftrength 
would keep them in, and any from going to them, 
which within two days was done. Thus the King The K(ng 
was engaged before Glocejler ; and thereby gave Refines the 
refpite to the diftradted Spirics at London , to breathe, luw “" 
and compofe themfelvcs ; and, more' methodically 
,Vol. VI. N 
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o o k than they hoped to have done, to prepare for their 
Vll. preservation, and accomplilhing their own ends ; 
which at that time feemed alrnoft dcfperate , and 
incurable. 

The direful News of the Surrender of Bri/iol, which 
was brought to the two Houfes on the 31ft of July, 
ftruck them to the heart, and came upon them as 
a Sentence of Death , after a vaft Confumption of 
IVloney, and Confident Promifes of deflroying all 
the King’s Forces by a day, every Tax and Jmpo- 
fition being declared to be the laft ; and for fini/hing 
the work, the Earl of EJfex was at the fame time 
returned to Kingjlon, within ten Mile* of them, 
with his broken and difmayed Troops, which him. 
felf would not endure fhould have the Title of an 
Army. So that the War feemed to be even at an 
end in a fenfe very contrary to what they had under- 
taken ; their General talking more , and prefling 
for Reparation , and Vindication of his Honor fiom 
imputations, and afperfions, than for a Recruit of 
Forces, Or providing an Army to defend them. 

Every Man reproached his Neighbour with bis wane 
of inclination co Peace, when good Conditions might 
be had, and magnified his own Wifdom, for hav- 
ing feared “ it would come to This.” The King’s 
lafl Declaration had been read by all Men, and was 
magnified “ as a molt gracious and undeniable in- 
“ fiance of his Clemency and Juftice, that he was 
“ fo far from being elated with his good SuccefTes, 

“ and Power alrnoft to have what he would, that 
K he renewed all thofe Promifes, and Proteftations 
* for the Religion, Laws* and Liberties of the King. 

■ . ' ' " c\ 
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* dom , and Privileges of Parliament ; which had book. 
“ been out of their perverfenefs difcrcdited before, VII. 

** as proceeding from the low Condition he was 


'* in ; and whereas they had been frighted with their 
” reprefentation of their own guilt, and the impla- 
" cablenefs of the King’s Nature , as if he meant an 
* utter Conqued of them , his Majedy had now 
a offered all that could be honedly defired , and had 
“ exprefled himfelf a Prince not delighted with 
** Blood and Revenge, but an indulgent Father to 
“ the mod difobedient Children. ” In this Reforma* 


tion of Underftanding , the Lords in their Houfe 
Debated nothing but expedients for Peace: there 
were not of that Body above five , at the mod, who 
had any inclination to continue the War; and the 
Earl of EJfex had fufficiently declared , “ that He 
“ was weary of it,” and held clofed and drideft 
Correfpondence with thofe who. mod paffionately 
preffed an Accommodation. So that, on the fifth of 
Auguji, they defired a Conference with the Com- 
mons; and declared to them, “ that they were ce- 
“ folved to fend Propofitions to the King, and they 
“ hoped, They Would concur in them:” theparticu- / 
lars propofed by them were, 

That both Armies blight be prefently dif- ^ r °P° £,ioa ‘ 


1. 


«c 


banded , and his Majedy be entreated to return gi „ n by ti , e 
to his Parliament, upon fuch fecurity as fhould Ho,ire of 
give him fatisfadion. «■ _ 

2. *‘ThatReligionmightbe fettled with the advice Commons in 
of a Synod of Divines r in fuch a manner as his * CuBfe,:enoe - 
Majedy, with the confent of both Iioufes of Par- 
liament, fhould appoint. 
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t o o k 3. “ That the Militia, both by Sea and Land, 
Vii. “ might be fettled by a Bill; and the Militia, Forts, 
“ and Ships of the Kingdom, put into fuch hands 
“ as the King fhould appoint , with the approbation 
“ of both Houfes of Parliament: arid his Majefty’s 
“ Revenue to be abfolutely, and wholly reflored 
“ unto him; only deducting fuch part , as had been 
“ of neccflity expended for the maintenance of his 
“ Children, and not otherwife. 

4. “ That all the Members of both Houfes who 
j “ had been expelled only for abfenting themfelves, 

“ or mere compliance with his Majefty , and no 
“ other matter of Fad againft them, might be re- 

* ftored to their Places. 

5. “ That all Delinquents, from before the tenth 

* day of January 1641, fhould be delivered up to 

* the Juftice of Parliament , and a General Pardon 

* for all others on both fides. ” 

6. And laftly, “ that there might be an Ad o£ 

* Oblivion for all by -gone Deeds, and Ads of 

* Hostility. ” 

When this Conference was reported in the Houfe 
of Commons, it begot a wonderful long, and a hot 
Debate, which lafted till ten of the Clock that night, 
' and continued a day or two more ; the violent Party 
(for there were yet many among them of more mo- 
derate Conftitutions, who did, and ever had heartily 
abhorred their proceedings, though out of fear, and 
indifpofition of Health, or not knowing elfe well 
what to do, they continued there ) inveighed furi* 
oufly againft the defign itfelf offending to the King 
at all, and therefore would not have the particular 
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Proportions fomuch as confidered : “ They had rc- book 
“ ceived much prejudice by the laft: Treaty at Oxford, vu. 

* and therefore rauft undergo more no w, their condi- 

* tion was much lower: The King had fincc that , 

* upon the matter, declared them to be no Parlia- 

* ment ; for if they were not free , they could not be 

* a Parliament; fo that till that point were vindicated, 

* they could not Treat in any fafe Capacity, but 

* would be looked upon under the notionof Rebels, 

* as his Majefty had declared them. They had fent 

* Members into Scotland to require Afliflance, 

* which that Kingdom was preparing with all Bro- 

* therly affedtion , and forwardnefs , and after fuch a 
difeovery , to Treat for Peace, without the privity 

* of the Scots , was to betray them ; and to forfeit all 

* hopes hereafter of relief from thence, what neceffi- 
" ties foever they might be reduced to. That the 
“ City of London had expreflcd all imaginable readi- 

* nefs to raife Forces for Sir William Waller ; and the 

* Counties near London were ready to rife as one 

* Man, whereby the Earl oiLJfcx would be fpeedily 
" enabled to march , with a better Army than ever 
“ he had, to give the King Battle, except this dif- 
** courfe of Peace did extinguifh the Zeal that was 

* then flaming in the hearts of the People. 

But notwithftanding thefe reafons , and the paffion 
in the delivery, the terror of the King’s Succeffes fug- 
gefted Anfwers enough. tc They had been punifhed 
C£ for breaking off the Treaty of Oxford , when they 
w might have had better terms than now^ they could 

* expedt ; and if they omitted this opportunity, they 

* fhould fare much worfei that thev were not fure 
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3 o o k K of aid from Scotland, neither was It almoft poflible 
VII. * it fhould come time enough to preferve them from 
M the Ruin at hand. And tor the City of London t <- 
£t though the common and meatier fort of People, 

** who might promife themfelves advantage by it, 

“ defired the continuance of the diffractions, yet it 
“ was evident the mofl Subflantial and Rich Men 
defired Peace, by their refufal to fupply Money 
<£ for the carrying on the War ; and if they fhould 
** judge of the Common-People by their forwardnefs 
tc to engage their own Perfons , they had reafon to 
<c believe they had no mind to the War neither ; for 
*' their General was forced to retire even under their 
“ own Walls , for wantof Men to recruit his Army. 

<c However, the fending reafonable Proportions to 
** the King, would either procure a Peace, and fo 
“ they fhould have no more need of an Army ; or , 

* being refufed, would raife more Men and Money 
“ than all their Ordinances without it. ” Thefe rea- 
fons and arguments prevailed; and after the Debate 
had laded till ten of the Cloak at night, it was refolved 
upon the Quefticn , and carried by nine-and-twenty 
Voices , “ that they fhould infiflupon the Propofi- 
“ tions, and fend to his Majefty. ” 

And without doubt, if they had then font ( as if the 
Power had been in the two fioufes of Parliament* 
they had done) a firm Peace had immediately enfued ; 

For befides that if a Treaty and CefTation had been in 
that Conjuncture entered upon , no extravagant de- 
mand would have been preffed , only a fecurity for 0 
thofe who had been faulty , which the King would 
gladly have Granted, and mod Religioufly obferved; 
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the fourth Propofition , and Confent to reftore all b o o it 
Members to their places in Parliament, would have vil. 
prevented the kindling any more fire in thofe Houfes. 

But this was too well known to be fuffered to pafs'; 
and therefore the next day, being Si inday , the Sedi- 
tious Preachers filled all the Pulpits with Alarms of 
“ Ruin and Dellrudion to the City, if a Peace were 
* now offered to the King and printed Papers were 
fcattered through the Streets, and fixed upon Gates, 

Polls, and the moll public places in the City and 
Suburbs, requiring u all Perfons well affeded , to rife 
“ as one Man , and to come to the Houfe of Com- 
“ mons next morning ; for that twenty thoufand Irijh 
“ Rebels were landed; ” which information was like- 
wife given that day in many Pulpits by their Preach- 
ers ; and in other Papers likewife fet up, it was de- 
clared, “ that the Malignant Party had overvoted 
** the Good, and if not prevented, there would be 
“ a Peace. ” 

When the minds of the People were thus prepared, 
Pennington , their own Lord-Mayor, though on Sun- 
day (on which they before complained the King ufed 
to fit in Council ) called a Common-Council ; where 
a Petition was framed to the Houfe of Commons , 
taking notice “ of Propofuions paffed by the Houfe 
** of Peers for Peace, which if confented to, and 
“ allowed , would be deftrudive to Religion , Laws, 

“ and Liberties ; and therefore defired that Houfe to 
“ pafs an Ordinance , according to the Tenor of an . „ . 

r . ° A Petition &l 

“ Ad of their Common-Council (which they ap- the Commoi 

pointed to be annexed to their Petition) “ which was Cou " cil of 

“ for the vigorous profecuting the War, and decli- ,g» n ,nft"pe»o 
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“ ning all thoughts of Accommodation.’’ With this 
Petition , and fucii an Attendance as thofe prepara- 
tives were like to brings the Lord- Mayor himfelf, 
who, from the time of his Mayoralty, had forborne 
fitting in the Houfe as a Member, came to the Houfe 
of Commons, and delivered it, with fuch farther 
Insinuations of the temper of the City, as were fit 
for the purpofc; the People at the door behaving 
them ft Ives as imperiouflv, telling the Members of 
both Houfes, as they pjfTed by them , Ck that if they 
c ‘ had not a good Anfwer, they would be there the 
tf next day with double the Number. ” The Lords 
complained of the T umults, and fentto the Com- 
mons to join With them in their ^uppreflTion ; inftead 
whereof the Commons (many of their Body with- 
drawing for fear, and others by fear converted , or 
it may be by hope of prevailing) gave the City 
thanks “ for their Petition, Advice, and Courage 
and rtjeded the Proportions for Peace. 

This raifed a new conteft in the City , which was 
not willing to lie under the perpetual brand of refill- 
ing and oppofmg Peace , as they did of firftraifing 
the War. And therefore the Wife and Sober part of 
Tt , would gladly have difeovered how averfe they 
were from the late Adt of the Common Council. But 
the late Execution of Tomkins , and C haloner , and 
the advantage which was prefently taken againflany 
Man who was moderately inclined , frighted all Men 
from appearing in Perfon to defire thofe things upon 
which their hearts were mod fet. In the end , the 
W omen exprcfTH greater Courage than the Men; 
end having a Precedent of a Rabble of that Sex, 
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appearing in the beginning of thefe Diftradtions with book 
a Petition to the Houfe of Commons , to foment the VI1 ' 
Divifions, with acceptance and approbation, a great 
Multitude of the Wives of Subftantial Citizens came 
to the Houfe of Commons with a Petition for Peace. 
Thereupon a Troop of Horfe , under the Command 
of one Harvey , a decayed Silk man , who from the 
beginning had been one mod Confided in , were fent 
for ; who behaved themfelves with fuch inhumanity, 
that they Charged among the filly Women , as an 
Enemy worthy of their Courage, and killed, and 
wounded many of them, and eafily difperfed the reft. 

When they were by this means fecured from farther 
vexation of this kind, fpecial notice was taken of 
thnfe Members who feemed moft importunate, and 
defirous of Peace, that fome advantage might be 
taken againft them. Whereupon, they well difeer- 
ning the danger they were in, many both of the „ . 
Peers, and the Commons, firft abfented themfelves 
from the Houfes , and then removed into thofe 
Quarters where they might enjoy the Protedfion of 
the King ; and fome of them came diredfly to Oxford . 

Having diverted this Torrent , which would have 
brought Peace upon them before they were aware, 
they confidered their ftrength, and applied them- 
felves to the recovery of the Spirits of their General ; 
whofe indifpofition troubled them more, than any 
other diftrefs they were in. To this cure they applied' 
remedies of contrary Natures, whirh would yet 
work to the fame end. Firft they careffed Sir William 
Waller with wonderful kindnefs and efteem ; and as 
be was met upon his return to London , after t^e 
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rooft total Defeat that could almoft be imagined 
{for though few of his Horfe were killed upon the 
place, they were fo ruinoufly difperfed, that of above 
two thoufand, there were not three hundred gotten 
together again for their Service ) with all the Trained- 
bands and Militia of London , and received as if he 
had brought the King Prifoner with him , fo he was 
immediately chofen Governor and Commander in 
Chief of the Forces and Militia of London , for the 
Defence of the City; and it was now declared, “ that 
“ they would forthwith fupply him with a good 
B Body of Horfe, and Foot, to take the Field again, 
“ and relieve their diftreffed Friends in the Weft.* 
Then another Ordinance was palled to raife a great 
Army, under the Command of the Earl of Manchejler 
(who had been always fteady to bis firft Principles, 
and never a friend to any Overture of accommoda- 
tion ) in order to oppofmg the Earl of New-Cajlle , and 
to take charge of all the Aflociated Counties ; which 
were Lffex, Hertford , Cambridge, Norfolk, Suffolk , 
Huntington , and (by a new addition ) Lincoln ; and 
for the fpeedy raifing Men to join to thofe who 
would voluntarily lift themfelves under thefe two 
beloved Generals , there was an Ordinance palTed 
both Houfes for the Preffing of Men ; which feemed 
fomewhat to difcredit their Caufe, that, after fo 
much pretence to the hearts of the People , they 
fhould be now compelled to Fight whether they 
would or no; and was the more wondered at , be- 
caufe they had themfelves procured the King’s Con- 
fent to an Adi this Parliament , that declared it to be 
unlawful to prefs , or compel any of the freeborn 
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Subje&s , to march out of the County in which they 
lived, if he were not willing fo to do; and dire&ion 
was given by other Ordinances to prefs great Num- 
bers of Men, to fcrve both under the Earl of Mun- 
chejler, and Sir William Waller ; and having thus pro. 
vided for the word, and let the Earl of EJj'ex difcern, 
that they had another Earl to truft. to , and more Ge- 
nerals than one at their Devotion , they fent a formal 
Committee of both Houfes to him, to ufe all imagi- 
nable Art, and Application to him, to recover him 
to his former Vigor , and Zeal in their Caufe. They 
told him “ the high Value the Houfes had of the 
“ Service he had done, and the hazards, dangers, 
“ and Ioffes , he had for their fakes undergone : That 
“ he fhould receive as ample a Vindication for the 
“ Calumnies, and Afperfions raifed on him , as he 
“ could defire, from the full Teflimony , and Con- 
“ fidence of the two Houfes; and if the infamous 
“ Authors of them could be found, their punifhraent 
“ fhould be as notorious as their Libels : That no 
• ** other Forces fhould be recruited till His were 
‘ “ made up; and that all his Soldiers Arrears fhould 
w be paid , and Clothes prefently fent for his Foot.’* 
Whether thefe Reafons, with the Jealoufy of the 
Earl of Manchefler , upon whom he plainly faw the 
Violent party wholly depended, or the infufions 
poured into him by the Lord Say and Mr. Pym , of 
the defperatenefs of his own Condition , with an 
opinion, upon the difference between the two Prin- 
ces, and the Marquis of Hertford, that the Marquis’s 
Services were not enough valued by the King ( which 
many defjred fhould be thought to have then fame 
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I o o k influence upon the Earl) or whether he had not 
vil. fteadinefs enough , to engage in fo hazardous an 
Enterprife , he grew infenfibly altered from his mode- 
rate inclinations, and defire of Peace; for it is moil 
certain, that as the confidence in him gave many 
Lords the Spirit to appear Champions lor Peace , 

, who had been before as fulicitous againfl. it , fo the 

defign was then the fame, which hath been fince 
proiecuted , with effed, to a worfe purpofe , that 
is, for the Members of both Houfes who were of 
one mind, upon that fignalRiot, and compelling 
the Houfe ol Common to renounce their former 
Rcfolution of Propofitions to the King , to have 
gone to the Earl of EJJex , and there , under the fecu- 
rity of their own Army, to have protefted againfl: 
the violence which was offered, the breach of their 
Privileges by the Common - Council’s taking notice 
oftheirCounfels, and overruling their Conclufions, 
and to have declared their want of Freedom : by 
means whereof, they made no doubt to have drawn 
the Houfes to Confent to fuch an Agreement as the 
King would well have approved of; or to have en- 
tered upon fuch a Treaty themfelves with the King, 
as all the moderate part of the Kingdom would have 
been glad to be comprehended under. 

But this ftaggering in their General fruflrated that 
defign , and put them to other Refolutipns ; and fo , 
having rendered themfelves very ungracious in the 
Houfes, and poflibly fufpeding the Earl of Efiex 
■* might diftover fome of their Overtures, many of 
the Lords left the Town , and went either diredly to 
Oxford , or into the King’s Quarters; the Earl of 
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Portland , and the Lord Lovelace (of whofe good b o e K 
Affedions to his Service the King had always alTu- Til. 
ranee, and who had only ftayed there, as at a place 
where they might do him more Service , than any 
where elfe ) diredtly to Oxford ; and the Lord Conway 
fhortly after them ; the Earl of Clan into Worce/ler- 
fhire , and from thence , by the King’s free accepta- 
tion , to Oxford ; there being no other objection 
againft his Lordfhip, than his flaying fo long at 
London ; but his total differing with them in all their 
extravagances , he having no manner of relation to 
the Court, rendered him to his Majefty’s opinion 
under a very good Character. The Earls of Bedford, The Eari« of 
and' Holland, not without fome difficulty, their f,^^’ 
purpofe being difeovered or fufpe&ed, got into the themr«i*e« 
King’s Garrifon at Wallingford , from whence the JJ*” ,' s h * 
Governor gave Advertifement of their Arrival; the runners, ■> 
Earl of Northumberland , with the leave of the Houfe, llkcwir ' fom * 
retired for his health to his Ho u feat Petworth in SuJJex ; 
which, though it was in a County entirely then at Lords, 
the Parliament’s devotion , yet it was near enough 
to be infefted from fome of the King’s Quarters , if he 
had not fome affurance of being fafe there. 

The Violent Party carried now all before them; 
and were well contented with the abfence of thole 
who ufed to give them fome trouble , and vexation. 

For the better ftrengthening themfelves with the 
People, they Ordered the Divines of the Affembly, 
to repair into the Country to their Cures , efpecially 
in the Counties of the Affociation under the Earl of 
Monchefler , to ftir up the People, with all their 
Eloquence, to Rife as one Man againft their Sovc- 
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s o o it reign; and omitted nothing within their power, 
VII. which might contribute to the raifing Men or Mo- 
ney ; being not a little joyed , wh;n they underftood 
the King had given them more time than they expcd- 
. . ed , to Compofe all Diioiders and Divifions among 

themfelves , by his flaying with his Army before 
Gloce/lcr; which they took to be the greater BlefCng, 
and Prefervation to them , becaufe at the fame time 
there were fudden Infurreclions in Ae/i/ again fl their 
Ordinances and Jurifdi&ion , in Defence of the 
known Laws , and efpecially of the Book of Com- 
mon-Prayer; which, if the King’s Army had been 
at any diflance to have countenanced, they would 
never have been able to fupprefs. 

The fame of all thefe Diffractions and Diforders at 
London , exceedingly difpofed Men in all places to 
reproach his Majefly’s flay before Gloce/ler\ his 
Friends at London defiring that his Majefly fhould 
march diredtly thither , to take the advantage of 
thofe Di (fractions; and the Lords of the Council at 
Oxford , upon the intelligence and advice from 
thence , were very folicitous that the King would 
take that refolution , to which he was himfelf enough 
inclined. But his Condition was believed to be , in 
both places, better than it was; and that he had 
now a Vidtorious Army, without an Enemy to ref- 
train his motion; whereas, in truth , his was a weak 
Army, leffened exceedingly by the Ioffes it fuflained 
before Brijlol ; and when that part of it was marched 
with Prince Maurice into the Weft, and which could 
not have marched any other way, the King bad rot 
much above fix thoufand Foot to march with, though 
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he left noncat Briflol, but obliged my Lord Hoplon book 
to Garrifon it as he could, which he fhortly did; VIL 
and that would have appeared a very fmall Army to 
have marched towards London ; though it is true the 
Horfe was a noble Body , and Superior in numbef 
to that of the Foot. 

There was likewife another circumftance , that 
few Men were then acquainted with: Upon the 
firft News of the taking of Briflol, his Majefty, be* 
fore he left Oxford ,* had fent an Exprefs to the Earl 
of New- Ca file , who was then engaged before Hull t 
** that if he found the bufinefs of Hull to be more 
a difficult than he expeded , he fhould leave it bloc- 
" ked up at a diftance , which might reftrain Excur. 

“ fions into the Country , and march with his Army 

* into the A (Tociated - Counties ; which . compre- 
hended Norfolk, Suffolk , Cambridgefhire, and Effex , &c. 
which had Afluciatcd themfelves, by fome Agree- 
ment, to ferve the Parliament; though the better 
part of all thofe Counties, efpecially of the two 
greater, were moft affeded totheKing, andwilhed 
for an opportunity to exprefs it; and if the Earl would 
bring his Army through thofe Counties towards 
London , his Majefty would then refolve , with his 
own , to march towards it on the other fide. And 
in the very time that his Majefty came before Glocef- 
ter , and before he took the Refolution to fit down 
before it, that Exprefs returned from the Earl of 
New-Caflle , who informed him , “ that it was impof- 

* fible for him to comply with his Commands, in 
“ marching with his Army into the Affociated-Coun- 
" ties , for that the Gentlemen of the Country, who 
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“ had the beft Regiments , and were among the beft 
“ Officers, u.terly refufed to march, except Hull 
“ were firft taken ; and that he had not ftrength 
“ enough to march and to leave Hull fecurely bloc. 
l> ked up which Advertdement, with the con. 
fideration before mentioned, of the enlarging his 
Quarters by the taking of Glocefer, and the Concur- 
rence of all the Officers, that it would lpeedily be 
taken , produced that Refolution of Attempting it, 
notwithftandmg that the Queen herfelf writ fo im- 
portunately againft it , that his Majefty thought it 
neceflary to make a Journey himfclf to Oxford, to 
convince her Majefty, and to Compofe fome diftem- 
pers which were rifen among his Council there , 
upon the News of the Arrival of fome of the Lords 
mentioned before in thofe Quarters. 

The King was newly fet down before Glocefler , 
when the Governor of H allingj'ord fent notice to 
Utbatei in the Oxford, of the Arrival of thofe two Laris ; to whom 
the Lords of the Council returned direction , “that 
“ they fhould ftay there , till the King’s plcaiure was 
“ underftood;” to whom the Secietary had lent the 
information, and defired his Majefty's will concern- 
ing theirreception. The King well knew , any Order 
he ihould give in it , would be liable to many objec- 
tions , and he had not fo good an inclination to either 
of them , as to run any inconvenience lor their fakes; 
the Earl of Bedford having lerved in Pcrfon againft 
him, as the General of the Rebels Horfe; and the 
Earl of Holland , in the King’s opinion , havingdone 
vvorfe. And therefore his Majefty Commanded, 
£< that this Privy-Council fhould Debate the matter 
* « ■ “ among • 
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* c among themfelves , and prefent their opinion and e 
“ advice to him , and he would then determine what 
** kind of Entertainment they fhould have.” The 
opinions at the board wcrefeveral; fome thought, 

“ that his Majefty fliould receive them very gra- 
** cioufly, and with all outward expreffions of his 
“ acceptance of their return to his Service , and that 
<c the demeanour of all others to them fhould be fuch 
“ as might make them think themfelves very wel- 
“ come, without the leaft taking notice of any thing 

* formerly done amifs by them ; which would be a 
“ great encouragement to others to come away too: 

* c So that the Numbers, and Quality of thofe who 
K ftayed behind, would probably in a fhorttime be 

fo fmall , that they would have no reputation in 

* the Kingdom to continue the War.” Many differed 
diametrically from this ; and were fo far from think- 
ing this advice agreeable to the dignity, orfecurity 
of the King, that they thought it not lit “ to admit , 
** them prefently to the King’s or Queen’s prefence , , 
** till by their good carriage and demeanour, they 
w fhould give fome teftimony of their Affections : 

“ They had both taken the late Covenant, of which 
** one Claufe was, to affift the Forces raifed by the 
K Parliament , againft the Army raifed by the King; 

“ with many reproaches, and known fcandals. upon 
<c that Army. If they had felt a true remorfe of Con- 

fcie.nce for the ill they had done , they would have 
“ left that Party, when that Covenant was to be 
“ impofed upon them ; which , fince they did not, 

“ that they came now was to be imputed rather to 
* c the King’s fuccefs, and the weaknefs of that 
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l o o k power which they bad hitherto ferved, thin to any 
vil. “ reformation of their undcrllanding, or improve- 
ment of their Allegiance : and that it was great 
“ reafon , that they who had given fuch Arguments 
tc of julljealoufy and fufp:cionof themfelves , fhould 
“ raife a confidence in their Loyalty and Affe&ion 
* c by fome Adi equal to the other; and therefore 
“ none who had taken that Covenant , Ihould be 
<c admitted to the prefence of the King, Queen , or 
* c Prince, before he had taken fome other Oath or^ 
Covenant, declaring an equal hatred , and abhor* 
<c ring of the Rebellious Arms which were taken up 
againfl his Majcfly, and the Counfels by which 
* c they were taken up.” 

Itwasfaid, “ that the good , or ill reception of 
w thefe Lords, could have no influence upon the 
“ Adlions, or Deliberations at Wejlmin/ler, or London, 
or any confiderable Perfons there: that they were 
“ butfmgle Men, without any confiderable depend- 
tc ance upon them: Whilfl they had Reputation, 
“ and Intereft enough to do good or hurt, and the 
“ King’s condition needed their attendance , they 
“ chofe to be engaged againfl him ; but Now, when 
<£ they were able to do him no more harm, they came 
n to receive benefit and advantage from him : That 
“ it was a common Argument Menufed to alledge 
“ to themfelvcs for their compliance with , andfub* 
tf million to, the Commands of the Parliament ; that, 

“ if they did otherwife, their feverity, and rigor was 
tc fo great, that They and their Families werefure to 
“ be ruined ; but , if the King prevailed , He was 
“ gracious and merciful , and would remit their Of. 
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* fences whenfoever they caft themfelves at his feet ; BOOK 
“ which preemption if they (hould fee confirmer} in vii. 

" this example , it would make the obfervation of 
“ Gonfcience and Loyalty of no price; and encourage 
“ thofe who were rifen againft him, and exceedingly 
“ difhearten thofe who had been honeft and faithful 
“ from the beginning: 1'hat there could enfueno 
* c inconvenience from any refervednefs and co'/dnefs 

* towards them ; for they durft not return to London, 

K having now made tbcmfclves odious to that Party, 

* and having no hope but from the acceptance of 
“ his Majefty ; which they fliould merit before they 
" found.’’ There was,a third opinion between thefe 
extremes, “that theyhiould be neither Courted nor 
“ Negleded , but be admitted to kif* the King’s and 
“ Queen’s hands , and to difpofe themfclves as they 

* thought fit; and fo to leave the reft, to their future 
“ demeanour:” and to refolve which of thefe 
opinions to follow, was another motive for his Ma- * 
jefty’s fudden Journey to Oxford. 

The King found greater alterations in the minds ThfKin t’ 
and fpiritsat Oxford, than he expeded after fo much ()xiorll t0 
fuccefs as bad befallen him ; and that fuccefs was it , couCui* tboit 
that had made the alterations ; it being the unlucky 
temper of that place, and that Company , to be the 
fooneft and the moft defperately c'aft down upon any 
misfortune or lofs, and to be again; upon any Vidory, 
the moft elated , and the moft apt to undervalue any * 
difficulties which remained. The taking tiriftol bad 
fo pofTefled them with joy , that they thought the 
War even at an end , and that there was nothing lef 5 
to be done, but to take pofleffion of London-, which 
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book they were a fTu red would be delivered to them upon 
Til. demand: many Members of both Houfes were come 
to Oxford, which allured them, “ the violent People 
H there, were even in defpair; and after theNews 
“ came of the Surrender of Bri/lol , that they had only 
“ kept up their fpirits in hopes that the King would 
“ engage his Army in the Siege of Glocejler , which 
“ fomeofthem had feemed to promife theif Friends 
“ would bethe Cafe:” from whence they would infer, 

“ that the King was betrayed, and that they who had 
“ perfuaded him to undertake that defign, were cor- 
“ rupted by the Parliament.” And the Envy and 
Jealoufy of all this fell upon Sir John Co/epepper , who 
was indeed of the opinion for the Siege, but, without 
doubt, how much foever he fuffered at that time , 
and afterwards, under that reproach, he believed 
there was very good reafon for that Engagement, and 
was moft free from any corrupt end, and of moft 
fincere fidelity. 

This difeourfe and imagination had made wonder- 
fuf impreflion upon the Queen , who was inflamed 
with a jealoufy that there was a defign to leflen her 
Intereft in the King , and that Prince Rupert was 
Chief in that Confpiracy, and meant to bring it to 
pafsby keeping the King ftilfin the Army, and by 
hindering his coming to Oxford: and out of this ap. 
prehenfion the Queen had written fo warmly and 
concernedly to the King, who was the moft incapable 
of any fuch apprebenfions , and had herMajefly in 
fo perfetft an adoration, that as foon ap he received 
that Letter, without delay he came to Oxford , and 
quickly compofed thofe miftakes ; though the being 
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engaged before Glocefler was ftill very grievous, and b 
reproaches were publicly caft upon thofe who gave 
the advice. 

But that which took up rnoft of the time of that 
one day that the King flayed at Oxford ; was concern- 
ing the two Lords who were retained at Wallingford ; 
which had been agitated in the Council with great 
paflion before the King’s comibg. The King caufed 
the Council to meet the next morning, and afked 
theiradvice , “ whether the Earls of Bedford , and 
“ of Holland , fhould be admitted to come into 
“ Oxford , or obliged to return from whence they 
“ came? or, if admitted, how they fhould be re- 
** ceived, or countenanced by their Majeflies ?’* And 
it cannot be enough wondered at , that there fhould 
be any difference of opinion in that matter; but it 
cannot, be expreffed, with how much earneflnefs and 
unreafonablenefs the whole was debated , and how 
warmly even they , who in all other debates flill ex- 
prefied all moderation and temper , did now oppofc 
the receiving thefe Lords with any grace, with more 
paflion , and other reafons , than bad been offered 
in their former Conferences ; fo that there was fcarce 
known fuch an union in opinion at that board, in 
any thing, where difunion was very inconvenient. 

All exaggerated “ the Carriage and foul Ingrati- 
“ tueje of the Earl of Holland , from the beginning 
“ of the Parliament; and the Earl of Bedford's being 
w General of the Horfe in the Earl of Effcx s Army ; 

* and now when the Parliament was low, and They 
“ had loft their credit and interefl There, they were 
“ come to the King , whom they had fo much 
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B o 0 k “ offended; and expe&cd to be as much, it maybe, 

- vil. “ more made of, than they who had borne the heat 
“ of the day ; which would fo much reflect upon the 
King’s Honor, that Men would be exceedingly 
“ dilcouraged to ferve him. ’ Some moved, “ that 
“ they might be detained, and kept Priloners of War, 

" hnce they came into the King’s Quarters without 
“ any Pals;” others, as plainly, and more vehemently 
preffed , “ that Jbey might not be fuffered to come to 
“ Oxford , or where the King or Queen Ihould be; 

“ but permitted to live in fome other place within 
“ the King’s Quarters , until they Ihould manifeft 
“ their Affcdtions by fome Service. They who 
“ thought this too fevere and unpolitic, propofed i 

“ that they might be fuffered to come to Oxford, that 
“ thereby they might be kept from returning to the 
“ Parliament” ( which appeared to moft to be liable 
tq many exceptions) “ but that being at Oxford , they 
“ Ihould not come to Court; and that no Privy* 

<c Coiiofellor fliould vifitthem.” 

lathis whole Debate, the Chancellor of the Ex* 
chequer, who Ccldom fpoke without fome earneft- 
nefs, was the only Man (except another, who brought 
no credit to the opinion, the Lord Savile) who advifed 
confidently, “ that they might be very gracioufly re* 

“ ceived by boththeirMajefties,and civilly be vifited 
“ and treated by every Body; that other Men might, 

“ by the entertainment they received, be encouraged 
“ to defert the Parliament too.” Hefaid, “it would be 
“ too great adifad vantage to theKing.and to hisCaufe, 

“ that whilft the Parliament ufed all the induftryand 
* artifices, to corrupt the Duty and Affetffion of the 
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K Subjedt , and had their Arms open to receive and 
“ embrace all, who would come to them, his Majefty 
** (hould admit none to return to him, who had been 
** fauhy, or not come fo foon as they ought to have 
** done; thacifthe King had a mind to gratify , and 
“ oblige the Parliament, he could not do it more to 
“ their hearts defire, than by rejedting the application 
“ of thefe Lords, or fuffering it to pafs unregarded.’’ 
There was one Argument againft their admiffion 
urged very loudly, *' that it would difturb the Peace 
“ of the place the Earl of Bedford had Commanded 
that part of the Army, which infefled the Marquis of 
Hertford , at his being at Sherborne , when the Mar- 
quis had lent Harry Seymour, as is mentioned before, 
with a Challenge to the Earl to fight with him; which 
the Earl reafonably declined at that time; and faid, 
“ he would be ready , when the bufinefs of the Par. 
“ liament fhould be over , to wait upon the Mar* 
“ quiswhen he {hould require it.” And forae Men, 
who were near enough to the Marquis’s Counfels, 
undertook to know , that if the Earl of Bedford 
fhould.be in Oxford, the Marquis, who was every day 
expedted, would exadt the performance of his pro* 
mife ; which fure he was too wife to do. 

The King, during the whole Debate, did not ex- 
prefs any thing of his own fenfe, fafe that he feemed 
well pleafed with any fharpnefs that was expreffed to- 
wards the Earl of Holland. He faid, “ that he was 
“ bound to his good behaviour, by being under the 
“ common reproach of inclining too much to thofe 
“ who had ufed him word; of which he would not be 
“ guilty:” However, he did not think, at this time, 
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o o K that it would be good to make any Perfons defperate; 

VU. and therefore gave order, “that the Governor of 
Wallingford fhould permit them to continue their 
Journey to Oxford-, where all Men might ufe what 
K civilities they pleafed to them; and that Himfelf, 

“ and the Queen would do that towards them, which 
“ upon their application and addrefs, they fhould 
, “ think lit:” and though this determination wasgiven, , 

without the leaft difeovery of grace towards the Per- 
fons of thofc Lords, and not without fome refle&ions 
of prejudice towards them, it was not grateful to the 
Table ; which was evident enough by their Counte- 
nance. The next morning, the King returned to the f 
Army. 

Therehad been, as isfaid,verygreatdivifionsin the 
Counfels at Wejlminjler, from the time of the Treaty, 
and the very abrupt breaking it off; and the Earl of 
Northumberland, refenting the Affront done to him by 
Martin had increafed thofe divifions; and the ill fuc- 
cefies afterwards in the Defeat of Waller , and the 
taking of Briflol , had given every Man Courage to 
fay what he would. And then the proceeding upon 
Mr Walter's difeovery, and obliging all Men to take 
a defperate Engagement, which they durft not refufe, 
for fear of being declared guilty of the Plot, as many 
of them were, incenfed very many : But above all , 
the profperity of the King’s Affairs made every Body 
with to come into his Quarters. A great Number of 
the H .ufe of Commons who were known always to 
wilh well, came to Oxford : and of the Peers, the Earl 
of Portland who was always very faithful to the 
King, and had flayed in the Houfe of Peers by 
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his Majefty’s leave , and had been accufed by Mr. book 

Waller to be privy to that defign, [upon which he VH. 

had endured along imprifonment, came at this time 

to Oxford, as is faid before , together with the Lord 

Conway, and the Lord Lovelace ; the former of which 

had been likewife queftioned. and imprifoned, and , 

the latter had been as knowing of the matter , and of 

conflant duty to the King; and all three had gotten 

liberty, and opportunity to come away by fwallow- 

ing that Vow, and Oath, which could only fet them 

free and which they made hafte to Anfwer for to the 

King. The Return of the Earl of EJfex to London in ill 

humor, had given opportunity to the Earl of Holland , 

and the reft, who were weary of the work in hand, to 

inflame him to renfentmcnt of t he negledls which had ' 

been put upon him , and the jealoufics which were 

entertained of him. The Earl of Bedford had given up 

his Commiflion of General of the Horfe, and quitted 

the Service, and never had any Affedtion to their 

ways in his Judgment. The Earl of Clare had been 

with the King at York , and had his leave to return 

to London , to intend his own particular Affairs; 

and, during his flay, had never concurred in 

any malicious Counfel againft the King, but was 

looked upon as a Man, notonly'firm to the Principles 

of [Monarchy, but of Duty to the Perfon of the King. 

He was a Man of Honor, and of Courage, and would 
have been an excellent Perfon, if his heart had not 
been fet too much upon the keeping, and improving 
hisfiftate ; hewaswearyof the Company he kept , 
and eafily hearkened to the P!arl of Holland', in any 
confultation howto recover the King’s Authority, 
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book and to put an end to the War. The Earl of EJJex was, 
Til. as is faid before, enough provoked, and inccnfed, and 
willingly heard all the Lords, and others, who in- 
■* veighed againft the violent Proceedings pf thofe who 
fwayed the Parliament, and differed not with them 
in his judgment of the Men, and the Matter : fo that 
they believed that he would as readily be difpofed to 
ag rec upon the Remedy, as he did upon the Difeafe. 

^ Their end and defign was , as Maid, if they could 

draw him to a concurrence, that 'They, and all the 
reft of thofe who were accounted moderate Men, 
that is who defired a Peace, and to return to their duty 
to the King (which were much the Major part of 
both Houfes that remained at Weflminjler , after fo 
manv of both were gone to the King) might alj 
go to the Army; and thereupon the General, and 
They, to write to the Parliament together , and to 
fend fuch Propoficions to them , as the Parliament 
fhould tranf.Ttit to the King, as the conditions of 
Peace If the King (hould refufe to confent to them , 
it would be an infallible way to unite all People to 
compel him to it: but if the Parliament would refufe 
to tranfmit thofe Proportions to the King, or to con- 
fent to a Peace upon thofe conditions, they would 
then declare againft them , for not adhering to the 
’grounds upon which the War was firft begun , and 
would join themfelves to the King to force them to 
it. If this had been done in that conjuncture , when 
the authority and credit of the Earl of Effex was not 
yet eclipfed , and before an Independant Army was 
raifed , which was (hortly after done, it could not 
probably have failed of the fuccefs delired. But the 
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Earl was too fcrupulous and too punctual to that book 

which he called a Trull ; and this was too barefaced -vu. 
a reparation for him to engage in : Befules that he did 
believe, that he fbould be able to fupprefs that 
violent Party by the Parliament itfelf, and he thought 
that would briog all about which he defired ; and fo 
he did not only rejedl what was propofed to him, but 
exprcfied fuch a diflike of the Earl of Holland for 
propofing it, that he thought it high time to get him* 
felf out of his reach. The Earl of Holland , who always 
confidered Himfeif in the firfl place, had, from the 
time of the Queen’s landing, privately made offer of 
his Service to the Queen , and renewed his old con* 
fidence and friendfhip with Mr. Jermy/i; and know- 
ing well to enhance the value of his own Service, 
made great promifes of notable Service; and Mr. 

Jermyn eafily perfuaded her Majefty , “ that it was 
“ much better for her to rellore an old Servant , 

“ whom (he knew fo well to her confidence (though 
“ he had Hepped out of the way ) than to rely upon 
“ the fidelity of any of thofe , who were now about 
“ the King, and who were all upon the matter firan- 
“ gcrs to her, at leaft not enough known by her, ” and 
then , “ that by laying hold upon this opportunity , 

“ file would, atherfirfl coming to the King, carry 
“ his Refloration with her, poffefs herfelf of the 
“ whole frame of his bufmefs, becaufe all other 
“ defigns would be laid afide ; and fo all the good, 

“ that would redound to the King and Kingdom » 

“ from this new Negotiation , muft, bytheconfent 

* of all the world , be attributed to her Majefty’s 

* Wifdom and Conduft.” This appearing hopeful to 
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BOOK her Majefly, am! all that had any thing of Hope was 
VII. by the other always looked upon as Certain, the cor- 
refpondence was embraced ; and the Earl allured not 
only to be reftored to his foi mer Station in all refpeeffs, 
but to a Title to new lntertfts. And upon this en- 
couragement and obligation when he found he could 
not prevail with the Earl of Bffex, that the King’s 
Affairs profpered, and that Briflol was now taken, 
and the Queen come to Oxford , he rcfolved Himfelf 
to go thither, and prevailed with the Earls of Bed. 
ford, and Clare, to do the like; he alluring them, that 
they fhould be very well received. The Earl of Clare 
made his Journey by himfelf, out of the common 
Road , and came without any interruption into Ox. 
ford , at the time appointed : the Earls of Bedford , and 
Holland, came together to Wallingford , as is men- 
tioned. The Earl of Northumberland, who was natu- 
rally fufpicious , went to his own Houfe at Pelwarth 
in Sujfex: by which he thought helhowed averfion 
enough to the Counfels at Wejlminfler , and would 
keep it in his own power to return, if he found that 
the reception of the other Lords at Oxford was not 
anfwerable to their expectation; befides that he 
would expect the refult of the Lord Conway's Negotia- 
tion, who was more trufted by him than any other. 

The leave for the two Earls to come from Walling- 
ford to Oxford, was declared but the night before the 
King returned to the Army; and wasnotfent thither 
till the next day. So that the Lords came not to Ox- 
ford till two days after, much mortified with the time 
, they had been forced to fpend at Wallingford , and 

with the deputation, they heard, had been held 
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concerning them ; of which they bad received fo par- book 
ticular information, that the Earl of Holland writ a vil« 
very civil Letter to the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
before he came to Oxford , taking notice of “ the Af- 
“ fe&ion he had (bowed to him in his advice to the 
“ King. ” Both of them had Friends enough there to 
provide for their accommodation in convenient 
Lodgings, fo that the one had a Lodging at Magdalen. 

College in Oxford, of which Houfe he had formerly 
been Member; the other lay in Ballot- College, where 
be had a Daughter, who fpared him part of her 
Lodgings. But for any application to them by the 
Lords, or Perfons in Authority there, they had no 
reafon to think themfelves very welcome. They 
went, in the firft place, to do their Duties to the 
Queen ; who received them coldly enough , not out ' l 

of difinclination , or unwillingnefs to (how them any 
countenance, but pure compliance with the ill humor 
of the Town , which (he detefted : nor did Mr. Jer- 
f myn, who dill valued himfelf upon the impoflible 
faculty to pleafe All, and difpleafe None, think fit to 
deal clearly with them in that point (having, pro- 
bably , faid more in his Letters of correfpondence 
and advice, than he had Authority to do ; it being his 
cuftom to write, and fpeak , what was mod grateful 
to the Perfons) fo that the Earl of Holland , with 
whom alone the correfpondence had been, began to 
think himfelf betrayed, and invited to Oxjord only 
to be expofed to contempt. He came one morning to 
vifitthe Chancellor of the Exchequer, when there 
were the Lord Cottington, and two or three other 
Privy-Counfellors with him , who all went prefen tly 
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away , ‘without fo much as faluting him ; which 
offended the Chancellor as much as it did Him , and 
in truth obliged the Chancellor to more ceremony 
and civility, than, it may be, he would otherwife 
have pra&ifed : fo that he did vifit him again , and 
made all profeflions and offers of kindnefs and fervice 
to him; which he did very heartily; and complied 
therein, not only with his own inclinations , but with 
his judgment, as very important to the King’s Ser- 
vice; and did all he could to induce others to be of 
the fame opinion ; in which he had no great fuccefs. 

The Intelligence from London brought, every day, 
the Refolution of the Parliament, “ to relieve Glo - 
ecjler ; and that, if their Levies did not fupply them 
with Men foon enough, theTrained-bandsof the City 
would march out with the General for that Service: 
whereupon the three Earls, Bedford , Holland, and 
Clare , after fome days flay in Oxford , thought it 
neceffary to offer their Service to the King in the 
Army, and to bear their part in any danger that might 
happen by an engagement between the Armies, and 
fo went together to Gloct/icr; where the King receiv- 
ed them without any difrefped, and fpoke with them 
as they gave him occafion. 

Whilft the King continued before Gloce/ler , his 
Forces in the Weft moved with a full gale and tide of 
fuccefs. The Earl of Carnarvon marched with the 
Horfe and Dragoons, being near two thoufand , into 
Dorfetjhire , two days before Prince Maurice moved 
with his Foot and Cannon from Bri/lol, and bad 
made a fait entrance upon the reduction of that whole 
Country, before his Highnefs overtook him; audit 
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was thought then , that if the Prince had marched 
more flowly, the Earl had perfedted that work. Upon 
the Surrender of Brijlol, many of the Gentlemen, and 
others of that County , who were engaged in that 
City for the Parliament, had vifited their Houfes,and 
Friends, in their Journey to London , whither by their 
fafe-condud they went, and had made fuch prodi- 
gious difcourfes of the fiercenefs and courage of the 
Cavaliers (as mod Men who run away, or are beaten, 
extol the power of the Enemy which had been too 
hard for them) that refilling them begun to bethought 
a matter impofiible. One Mr. Strode , aMan much 
relied on in thofe parts and of a good Fortune , after 
he had vifited his Houfe, took Dorche/ler in his way 
to London , and being defired by the Magiftrates, 
“ to view their Works and Fortifications, and to 
“ give his Judgment of them ; ” after he had walked 
about them, he told them, “ that thofe Works might 
“ keep out the Cavaliers about half an hour;;” and 
then told them Orange Oories of the manner of 
Alfaulting Brijlol ; “and that the King’s Soldiers made 
“ nothing of rosining up Walls twenty foot high, 
“ and that no V\£orks could keep them out;” which 
he faid not out of any purpofe to betray them ( for no 
Alan wilhed the King’s Army worfe fuccefs ) but had 
really fo much horror, and conflernation about him, 
and the dreadful Image of the Storm of Brijlol im- 
printed in his mind, that he did truly believe, they 
had fcalcd all thofe Forts and Places which were 
delivered to them; and he propagated this fear and 
trepidation fo fruitfully where he came , that the Earl 
of Carnarvon came no fooner near Dorchejltr with hss 
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Horfe and Dragoons ( which , it may be, was under- 
ftood to be the Van of the Victorious Army which 
had taken Briflol) but the T own lent Comnoilhoners 
to him to Treat; and lipon Articles of Indemnity , 
that they fliould not be plundered, and not fuller lor 
the ill they had done, delivered up the 1 own (v. hich 
was ftrongly Situated, and might very well have been 
Defended by the fpirits of thefe I’eople, it they bad 
Courage equal to tneir Malice; for a place more 
entirely dilafttCted to the King, England had noc) 
with all their Arms, Ammunition, arid Ordnance. 
The fame of the Earl’s coming had before frighted Sir 
Waller Earl , who had for a long time Pelieged Corje- 
Caftle (the Honfe of the Lord-Chief Jullice Banks, 
defended by his Lady i with her Servants, and tome 
few Gentlemen , and Tenants, who betook them- 
felves thither for Her afliltance , and their own lecu- 
rity) from that Siege; and he making more hatle to 
convey himfelf to London , than Generals ufe to do, 
who have the care and charge of others, his Eorces 
were prefently difperfed. And now the Surrender of 
Dorchejler (the Magazine from whence the other 
places were fupplied with principles of Rebellion) 
infufed the fame fpirit into Weymouth , a very con- 
venient Harbour and Haven : and that example again 
prevailed on the Ifland and Gallic of Portland (a place 
not enough underftood, but of wonderful import- 
ance) to all which the Earl granted fair conditions, 
and received them into his Majefly’s Protection. 

Hicher Pince Maurice came now up withFootand 
Cannon, and ncgle&ing to follow the Train of the 
Enemies fears to Lyme , and Poole , the only two Gar- 
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rifons then left in their pofleflion, flayed wich his book 
A rmy about Dorchejler and Weymouth fome days, vH. 
under the Notion of fettling and difpofing the Govern- 
ment of thofe Garrifons. Here the Soldiers, taking 
advantage of the famous Malignity of thofe places* 
ufed great licence; neither was there care taken to 
obferve thofe Articles which had been made upon 
the Surrender of the Towns; which the Karl of Car- 
narvon , who was full of Honor and Jultice upon all 
Contracts , took fo ill , that he quitted the Command 
he had with thofe horces, and returned to the King 
before Glocejlcr-, which publilhcd the injuftice with 
more fcandal. Whether this licence, which was much 
fpoken of, and, no doubt, given out to be greater 
than it was, aliened the Affedtions of thofe parts, or 
whether the abfence of the Marquis of Hertjord from 
the Army, which was not till then taken notice of, 
begot an apprehenfion that there would not be much 
Lenity ufed towards thofe who had been high , and 
pertinacious Offenders, or whether this Army, when 
i'. was together, leemed lefs formidable than it was 
before conceived to be, or that the terror which had 
poffeffed and feized upon their Spirits, was fo violent 
that it could not continue , and fo Men grew lefs 
amazed , l know not ; but thofe two fmall Towns, 
whereof Lyme was believed inconfiderable, returned 
fo peremptory a refufal to the Prince’s Summons, that 
his Highnefs refolved not to Attack them; and fo pnnceMau- 
marched to Exeter, where he found all thmgsin better rice coroes 10 
order , and that City, more dillrelfed , than he had h 

reafon to expedt, by the diligence and dexterity of 
Sir John Berkeley i who being fent from Weils by the 
Vol. VI. P 


1 


Digitized by Google 



/ 


a o o K 
VII. 


The Earl 0 r 

Warwick 


2 ro THE HISTORY 

Marquis of Hertford , as is before remembered, tw 
govern the Affairs of DcvonJJiire , with one Regiment 
of Horfe, and another of new Levied and half-armed , 
Foot, had fo increafed his Numbers by the concur- 
rence of the Gentlemen of that County , that he fixed 
ftrong Quarters within lefs than a Mile of the City , 
and kept his Guards even to the Gates; when the Far! 
of Stamford was within, with a ftrengtb, at leaf! equal 
in number to the Befiegers. . 

The Parliament commanded theRelief of this place, 
by fpeciai inftrudtions, to their Admiral the Flarl of 
Warwick ; after whofe having made fliow of Landing 
Men in feveral places tipon the Coaft , and thereby 
compelled Sir John Beikeley to make quick and weari- 
forne marches with Horfe and Dragoons from place to 
place, the wind coming fair , the Fleet left thofe who 
attended their Landing about Totnefs, turned about, 
and with a frefh Gale made towards the River, that 
leads to the Walls of Exeter, and having theCommand 
of both fides of the River , upon a flat, by their Can- 
non , the Earl prefuroed that way he fhould be able 
to fend Relief into the City ; but the diligence , and 
providence of S'nJohnBerkeley had fortunately caft up 
fnme flight works upon the advantageous Nooks of 
the River, in which his Men might be in fome fecu- 
rity from the Cannon of the Ships; and made great 
hafte with his Horfe to hinder their Landing ; and fo 
this Attempt was not only without fuccefs, but fo 
unfortunate, that it difeouraged the Seamen from en- 
deavouring the like again. F'orafter three or fourhowrs 
pouring their great lliot, from their Ships, upon the 
Land-Forces, the Tide falling, the Earl of Warwick- 
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fell off with his Fleet, leaving three Ships behind him, book 
of which one was burnt, and the other two taken vri. 
from the Land, in view of his whole Fleet ; which no with hi, fleet 
more looked after the Relief of Exeter that way. 

Whilft all the King s Forces were employed in the ruc««<is n«u 
blocking up the Town , and attending the Coaft , to 
wait upon the Earl of Warwick , the Garrifon of Ply- 
mouth increafed very faft, into which the Fleet dis- 
burdened themfelves of all they could fpare; and the 
North parts o iDevon/liire gathered apace into a head 
for the Parliament ; Barnjlable , and Bedford, being 
Garrifoned by them ; which having an uninterrupted 
li^e of Communication with Plymouth, refolved to 
join their whole ftreng'h , and fd to compel the Ene- 
my to draw off from the Walls of Exeter, which had 
been very eafy to have been done, if they in the City 
bad been as active for their own Prefervation.SirJo/ui 
Berkeley having notice of this Preparation and Refo- 
lution, fent Colonel JohnDigby (who had from their 
firft entrance into Cornwal, Commanded the Horfe) 
with his own Regiment of Horfe, and fome loofe 
Troops of Dragoons, into the North of Devon , to hin- 
der the joining of the Rebels Forces. Hechofe Bar- 
rington for his Quarter, and within few days drew to 
him a Troop of new raifed Horfe , and a Regiment 
of Foot . raifed by his old Friends in Cornwal ; fo that 
he had with him above three hundred Horfe, and fix 
or feven hundred Foot. Thofe of Bediford and Barn~ 

Jlable , being Superior in number, and apprehending 
that the King’s Succeffes Faftward, might increafe 
His ftrength and power There, and weaken Theirs, 
refolved to try their Fortunes ; and joining themfel- 
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book vestogether, to the Number ofabove twelve hundred 
viI * Foot, and three hundred Horfe, under the Command 
of Colonel Bennet , hoped to furprife Colonel John. 
Digby at Torrington ; and he was upon the matter fur- 
prifed : for albeit he had notice in the Night from 
Barnjiuble, “ that the Forces drew out thence to Bedi- 
“ ford in the Night, and that they intended to fall on 
“ his Quarters early in the Morning ;”and thereupon 
put himfclf into a poRure to receive th4m , and drew 
up all his Forces together out of the Town, upon 
fuch a piece of ground , as, in that inclofed County, 
could be mod advantageous for his Horfe, having, 
through all the little Inclofures, cut Gaps, through 
which his Horfe might enter ; yet, after he had atten- 
ded their coming till Noon, and heard no more of 
them , and his fmall Parties , which were fent out to 
inquire, returned with affurance, that there was no 
appearance of an Enemy, he believed they had gives 
over their defign; and fo drfmifled his Horfe to their 
feveralQuarters, referving only one hundred and fifty 
upon their Guard, and returned himfelf into the 
Town with the Toot. 

But, within lefs than an hour, he received the 
Alarm , “ that the Enemy was within half a Mile of 
“ the Town-” The confufion was very great, fo 
that he refolvcd not to draw the Foot oot of the 
Town ; but having placed them in the beft manner 
he could, upon the Avenues, himfelf went to the 
Horfe out erf the Town , refolving to wait upon 
the Rear of the Enemy; who were drawn up on 
the fame piece of ground , on which he had ex- 
pected them all the morning. The Colonel, whofe 
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qourage, and vivacity upon Aftion, was very cmi- n o o E 
rent, and commonly very fortunate, intended ra- til* 
ther to look upon them , than to engage with them, 
before his other Troops came up; but having di- 
vided his fmall Party of Horfe , the whole confrfling 
but of one hundred and fifty, into feveral Patties, 
and dtflributed them into feveral little Clofes , out 
of which there were gaps into the larger ground , 
upon which the Enemy flood, a forelorn hope of 
fifty Mufqueteers advanced towards that ground 
where himfelf was, and if they had recovered the 
, Hedge, they would eafily have driven him thence. 

And therefore, as the only expedient left , himfelf 
taking four or five Officers into the Front with him. 

Charged that forelorn hope; which immediately 
threw down their Arms, and run upon their own ut> 

Body, and carried fo infectious a fear with them , the Pania- 
that without making a'Stand , or their Horfe offering m " u ’’ Forces 
once to Charge, the whole Body Routed themfel- ** T ° m * 
ves, and fled; Colonel Digby following the execu- 
tion with his Horfe, till their Swords were blunted 
with flaughter , and his Numbers over- burdened 
with Prifoners; though the Foot out of the Town 
haflened to the chafe, as foon as they faw what ter- 
ror had poffefTed their Enemies. \ 

In this Action (for it cannot be called a Battle; 
hardly aSkirmifli; where no refiflance was made) 
there were near two hundred killed , and above 
two hundred taken Prifoners, and thofe that fled 
contributed more to the Victory, than thePrifoncrs, 
ortheflain, for they were fcattered and difperfcd 
ever all the Country, and fcarcea Man without a 
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cut over the face and head , or fome other hurt ; 
that wrought more upon the Neighbours towards 
their converfion, than any Sermon could be Preached 
to them Some of the Principal Officers, and of J 
their Horfe, got into Bedford, and Barn flab le and 
not confidering the inconvenience of acknowledg- 
ing, that God was extraordinary propitious to the 
Cavaliers, told ftrange flories of “ the horror and 
“ fear that feized upon them, and that no body faw 
“ above fix of the Knerry , that Charged them;” 
which proved a greater difmay to their Friends, than 
their Defeat. 

At this time came Prince Maurice to Exeter , the 
fame of whofe arrival brought a new terror, fo that 
the Fort at Apple dare , which cc/nmanded the Kiver 
to B mjiable and Bedijord , being delivered to Co- 
lonel Dig by , within two or three days after his Vic- 
tory, thnfe two Towns Ihortly after fubmitted to 
his fVlajcfiy.upon uv * mile of Pardon, and fuch other 
At tides as were of courfe; which Colonel Digby faw 
precifely obferved, as far as concerned the Towns 
in point of plunder, or violence towards the Inhabit- 
ants. And this fticcefs fo wrought upon the Spirits, 
anti Temper of that People, that all the Perfons of 
eminent diftffe&ion withdrawing themfelves , ac- 
cording to their liberty by the Articles ; Colonel 
Digby , within very few days, increafed his fmall 
Party to the Number of three thoufand Foot, and 
eight hundred Horfe ; wi\h which he was by Prince 
Maurice o rdeied to march to Plymouth , and to 
block up that place from making incurfions into the 
Country. 
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The lofs of all their Garrifons on the North-Coaft, book 
and defpair of fuccour or relief from any other place, vil. 
prevailed with the Karl of Stamford , and thatCom- 
mittee in Exeter ( to whom the Earl was not fuperior) 
to Treat with the Prince; and thereupon Articles f e 7e"to*be 
were agreed to ; and that rich and pleafant City was Prince upon 
delivered on the fourth of September , which was 4 

within fourteen or fixteen days after Prince Maurice 
came thither, into the King’s protection, after it had 
fufFsred no other diftrefs, or imprellion from the Be- 
lievers, than the being kept frbm taking the Air with- 
out their own Walls , and from being fupplied from 
the Country - Markets. 

There was an accident fell out a little before this 
time, that gave new Argument of trouble totheKing, 
upon a difference between Prince Maurice and the 
Marquis. It hath been faid, that the Earl of Carnar. 
von , who was General of the Horfe of the Weftern 
Army, had marched from Iiriflol the day before the 
Prince, and had taken Dorc/ie/let, and Weymouth , 
before his Highnefs came up to the Army, both con-,^ 
fiderable places, and the Seats of great Malignity. 

The former was not thought necelfary to be made a 
Garrifon, but the latter was the bell Port-Town of 
that County, and to be kept with great care. The 
Marquis had made fome promife of the Government 
thereof, when it fliould be taken (of which they 
made no doubt) to Sir Anthony Afhley Cooper , a 
young Gentleman of that County, of a fair and plen- 
tiful Fortune , andone, who in the opinion of mofl; 

Men , was like to advance the place by being Go. 
vernor of it , and to raife Men for the defence of it, 
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o 0 K without lefTening die Array ; and had, in expedla- 

vii. tion of it, made fome provifion of Oificers and Sol- 
diers , when it fhould be time to call them together. 
Prince Maurice , on the other fide, had fome other 
Perfon in his view, upon whom he intended to con- 
fer that charge , when it fhould fall. In the moment 
that the Town was taken, and before the Prince 
came thither. Sir Anthony, hearing that the Marquis 
came not with the Army , but remained fome time 
itBriJlol, made all the haflc he could to him, and came 
thither the fame day the King left it; and applied 
himfeif to the Marquis, who remembered his pro- 
mife, and thought himfeif obliged to make it good, 
and that it was in his power fo to do, fince it ap- 
peared, that the Town was taken before the King 
had declared to him, that he fhould not go to the 
Army; till when he ought to be looked upon as Ge- 
neral of it. He conferred with the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer upon it, as a matter in which his Honor 
was concerned , and on which his heart was fet. Sir 
Anthony came like wife to him, who was of his ac- 
quaintance, and defired his afliftance, u that, after 
w fo much charge he had been put to, in the expecSa- 
“ tion of it, and to prepare for it; he might not 
“ be expofed to the Mirth , and Contempt of the 
tl Country.” It was evident that if he returned with 
the Cnmmiffion from the Marquis ( which he was 
moft inclined to give him) both He and the Com- .1 
miflion would be affronted, and the Town would 
not be fuffered to fubrnit to him. Therefore the 
Chancellor was of opinion, that there was noway 
but to appeal to the King, and defire his Favor, as 
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well as his Juftice, in giving his Commiflion to the book 
P erfon defigried by the Marquis; which would re> yn. 
move that part of the exception , which would moft 
trouble the Prince; and he offered to write himfelf 
very earneftly to the King. Befides his defire to gra- 
tify the Marquis, he did in truth believe it of great 
importance to his Majefty’s Service, to engage a 
Perfon of fuch a Fortune and Intereft, fo thoroughly 
in his quarrel, as he then believed fuch an obligation 
mud needs do; the flexibility and inftability of that 
Gentleman’s nature, not being then underftood , or 
fufpedfed. 

He did write, with all thefkill and importunitv he 
could ufe, to the King ; and writ to the Lord talk, 
land , “ to take Sir John Colepepper with him, if he 
“ found any averflon in the King, that they might 
“ together difeourfe, and prevail with him. ” But 
his Majcfty pofitively and obflinately refufed to 
grant it ; and faid , “ he would not , to pleafe the 
“ Marquis in an unjuft pretence, put a public dif. 
c ‘ obligation and affront upon, his Nephew. ” So the 
exprefs returned without effetft, and the Marquis 
was as fenfibly touched as could be imagined; and 
faid , “ that he was fallen from all credit with the 

King, and was made incapable of doing him farther 
<c Service;' that his Fidelity fhould never be If ffened 
“ towards him” (as in truth he was incapable of a 
difloyal thought) “but fince he was become fo to- 
“ tally ufelefs to the King, and to his Friends, he 
“ hoped his Majefty would give him leave to retire 
ct to his own Houfe; where, he doubted not, he 
“ fhould be fuffered to live privately , and quietly, 
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“ to pray for the Xing. ” The Chancellor knew well 
the nature of the Marquis, that would never give 
him leave to purfue any Refolution which he found 
might prove inconvenient to his Majefly, for whom 
he had all poflible duty; yet he knew too, that the 
mifehief was not fmall , from the obfervation that 
the Marquis thought himfclf ill ufed , and that there 
were too many who would take the opportunity to " 
foment thofe jealoufies and difeontents; and there- 
fore refolved ( having defpatched all things which 
were incumbent on him at BriJloL, and ufed all free- 
dom with the Marquis, for the difpelling all trouble- 
fome imaginations) to go himfelf to the King, and 
to reprefent that affair to him, and the probable 
confequences of it, with new Inflances And at lafl, 
with very great difficulty, he did fo far prevail with 
his Majefly, that he gave a Commiffion to Sir An. 
thony APiley Cooper , to be Governor of Weymouth ; 
which he was the more eafily perfuaded to, out of 
fome prejudice he had to the Perfon , who, he un- 
derflood, Was defigned to that Government. How- 
ever, the Marquis received it as a feafonable Adt 
of favor to himfelf, and in a fhort time after, came 
from Brijlol to Oxford , to attend upon his Majefly 
according to his Command. 

At Glocejler the bufinefs proceeded very fiowly : 
for though the Army increafed wonderfully there, 
by the accefs of Forces from all Quarters, yet the 
King had neither Money, nor materials requifite for 
a Siege, and they in the Town behaved themfelves 
with great Courage and Refolution , and made many 
(harp and bold Sallies upon the King’s Forces, and Did 
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more hurt commonly than they Received ; and many B 
Officers of Name, beiides common Soldiers, were 
flain in the'l renches. and Approaches ; the Govern, 
vor leaving nothing unperformed that became avigi- 
lant Commander. Sometimes , upon the Sallies, the 
Horfe got between the Town and Them, fo that 
mafty Frifoners were taken, who were always drunk!; 
and , after they were recovered , they confefled , 

“ that the Governor always gave the Party that 
“ made the Sally . a? much Wine and ftrong Water 
“ as they defircd to drink fo that it feems their 
mettle was not purely natural; yet it is veryobfer- 
vable, that, in all the time the King lay there with 
a very glorious Army, and after the taking of aCity 
of much greater name, there was not one Officer run 
from the Town to him, nor above three*tommon 
Soldiers, which is a great Argument , the difeipline 
within was very good. Bcfides the lofs of IVlen be- 
fore the Town, both from the Walls, and by ficknefs 
( which was not greater than was to be reafonably 
expected ) a very great Licence broke into the Army 
both among Officers, and Soldiers; the malignity 
of thofe parts being thought excufe for the exercife 
of any rapine, or feverity among the Inhabitants. 
Infomuch as it is hardly to be credited , how many 
thoufand Sheep were in a few days deftroyed , be- 
fides what were brought in by the CommifTaries for a 
regular provifion; and many Country-Men impri- 
foned by Officers without Warrant, or the leaft 
knowledge of the King’s , till they had paid good 
Sums of Money, for their Delinquency ; all which 
brought great clamor upon the Difeipline of the 


'*?■ 

\ * 


O O K 
VII. 

J v. 


Digitized by Google 



320 


THE HISTORY 


S o o k Army, and Juftice of the Officers, and made them 
VU* likewife lefs prepared for the Service they were 
to expect. 

In the mean time nothing was left at London unat- 
tempted , that might advance the preparation for the 
relief of Gl»ceflcr. All Overtures of Peace were fup- 
prefted , and the City purely at the Devotion of 
thofe who were moft Violent , who put one com- 
pliment upon them at this time, that is not to be 
pafTed over. It is remembered before, that, at the 
beginning of thefe diffractions , before the King’s 
going into the North, his Majeffy had, upon the 
reiterated importunity of the two Houfes, made Sir 
John Corners Lieutenant of the Tower of London ; 
■who was a Soldier of very good eft imation , and had 
been the Lieutenant-General of his Horfeinthat laft 
preparation againft the Scots , and Governor of 
Berwick. The Parliament thought, by this obliga- 
tion , to have made him their own Creature, and 
defired to have engaged him in fome adtive Com- 
mand in their Armies , having the Reputation of one 
of the beft Officers of Horfe of that time. But he 
■warily declined that engagement, and contained 
bimfelf within the limits of that place , which, by 
the multitude of Prifoners, fent to the Tower by the 
two Houfes, and the exceffive Fees they paid, yielded 
him a vaft profit; in the adminiftration whereof , he 
was fo impartial , that thofe Prifoners who fuffered 
mod for his Majefty, found no more favor or indul- 
gence from him, than the reft. About this time, 
either difeerning that they grew to Confide lefs in 
him, than, they had done, and that he muft engage 
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himfelf in their Service, or fliould fhortly lofe the book 
benefit of their good opinion , or really abhorring to VIU 
be fo near thofeAdfions he faw every day committed, 
and to lie under the fcandal of keeping his JYlajefty’s 
only Fort which he could not apply to his Service , 
he defired leave from the Houfes,“ to go into Holland” 
where his Education had been, and his Fortune 
was , without obliging himfelf to a time of return. 

The Propofition was not unwelcome to the Houfes; 
and thereupon they immediately committed that 
charge , the Cuftody of the Tower of London, to Th ‘Cnfo.i> 
the Lord-Mayor Pennington ; that the City might fee committed'/? 
they were trufted to hold their own Reins , and had the 'w°Houre« 
a jurifdidtion committed to them which had always 
juftled with their own. This compliment ferved to ninjtta. 
a double purpofe ; for thereby, as they made the 
City believe they had put themfeives under their 
prote&ion, fo they were fure , they had put the City 
under the power, or under the apprehenfion of the 
power of him , who would never forfake them out 
of an Appetite to Peace. 

The Earl of Ejfex now declared , that he would 
himfelf undertake the relief of Glocejlcr , whereas be- 
fore Sir William Waller was defigned to it, and, 
whencefoever it proceeded , was returned to his old 
full alacrity againft the King , and recovered thofe 
* Officers and Soldiers again to him, who had abfented 
by his Connivance , or upon an opinion that he 
would march no more ; yet his Numbers increafed 
not fo faft as the occafion required : for Colonel Maffy 
found means to fend many Meffengers out of the 
Town, to advertife the ftraits he yras in, and 

^ 


/ 


1 


Digitized by Google 



BOOK the t j me that he ffiould be able to hold out. Their 
v11 * Ordinance of Pi effing, though executed with unufual 

rigor, infomuch as Perfons of good Fortunes , who 
had retired to London , that they might be kfs taken 
noticeof, were feized on, and detainer! in Cuftody, 
till they paid fo much Money, or procured an uble 
Man to go in their places, brought not in fuch a 
fnpply' as they expe&cd ; and fuch as were brought 
in, and delivered to the Officers, declared fuch an 
averfenefs to the work to which they were defigned , 
and fuch a Peremptory refolution not to Fight , that 
they only increafed their Numbers, not their Strength 
and run away upon the firft opportunity. In the end, 
they had no other refort for Men ; but to thofe who » 

had fo conftantly fupplied them with Money, and 
prevailed with their true Friends , the City, which 
they flill alarmed with the King’s irreconcileablenefs 
to them, to fend three or four of their Trained-band- 
Regiments, or Auxiliaries, to Fight with the Enemy 
at that diftance , rather than to exped him at their 
own Walls , where they mull be allured to fee him 
as foon as Gloce/Ier (hould be reduced ; and then they 
■would be as much perplexed with the Malignants 
■within , as with the Enemy without their City. 

Upon fuch Arguments , and the power of the Earl 
v of EJJex , fo many Regiments of Horfe and Foot as 
he defired , were affigned to march with him ; and 
fo, towards the end of Augufl. , he marched out of 
The s»ri of London ; and having appointed a Rendezvous near 
o^'of London ^y^ e fi ur y > wherehewas met by the Lord Grey , and 
to relieve other Forces of the Aflbciated Counties, from thence 
o:»cefter. he marched by eafy Journeys towards Gloce/ler, 
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with an Army of above eight thoufand Foot, and I 
four thoufand HorTe. It would not at firfl be credited 
at the Leaguer, that the Earl of EJfex could be in a 
condition to attempt fuel) a woik; and therefore they 
were too negligent upon the Intelligence, and fuf- 
pefted rather that he would give fome Alarm to 
Oxford , where the Queen was, and thereby hope 
to draw the Army from Glocejler , than that in truth 
he would venture upon fo tedious a march , where 
he muft pafs over a Campaign near thirty miles in 
length, where half the King’s Body of Horfe would 
diftrefs, if not deflroy his whole Army, and through 
a Country eaten bare, where he could find neither 
Provifion for Man nor Horfe; and if he fhould, 
without interruption , be fuffered to go into GloceJ - 
ter , he could neither flay there, nor poffibly retire 
to London , without being deflroyed in the Rear by 
the King’s Army, which fhould neverthelefs not 
engage itfelf in the hazard of a Battle. Up£n thefc 
conclufions they proceeded in their works before 
Giocefler , their Galleries being near finifhed , and 
vifibly a great want of Ammunition in the Town; 
yet the Lord Wilmot was appointed , with a good 
Party of Horfe, to wait about Banbury , and to 
retire before the Enemy, if he fhould advance towards 
Glocejler , and to give fuch impediment? to their 
March , as in fuch a Copntry might be eafy to do; 
Prince Rupert himfclf flaying with theBody of Horfe, 
upoh the Hills above Giocefler , to join, if the Earl 
of LJfex fhould be fo hardy as to venture. 

T he Earl came to Brackly , and having there taken 
in from Leicejler and Bedford, the lafl recruits upon 
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which he depended, he marched Readily over all 
that Campaign , which they thought he feared, to- 
wards Gloceftcr - t and though the King’s Hdife were 
often within view , and entertained him with light 
Skiriniflies, he purfued his diredl way; the King’s 
Horl'e ftill retiring before him , till the Foot was com- 
pelled to raife the Siege , in more diforderand difir ac- 
tion , than might have been expected; and fo with 
lefs lofs, and eafier Skirmifhes , than can be imagin- 
ed , the Earl, with his Army and Train, marched 
to Gloceftcr ; where he found them reduced to one 
fingle Barrel of Powder; and all other Provifions 
anfwerable. And it mufl be confefTed, that Governor 
gave a flop to the Career of the King’s good Succcfs, 
and from his pertinacious defence of that place , the 
Parliament had timfc to recover their broken Forces, 
and more broken Spirits ; and may acknowledge to 
this rife, the greatnefs to which they after wards 
afpiredt 

The Earl of EJfex flayed in that joyful Town 
( where be was received with all poflible demonftra- 
tions of Honor ) three days ; and in that time , winch 
was as wonderful as any part of the Story, caufed all 
neceffary Provifions to be brought in to them , out 
of thofe very Quarters in which the King’s Army had 
been fuflained , and which they conceived to be en- 
tirely fpent : So folicitous were the People to conceal 
what they had, andtoreferve it for Them; which, 
without a Connivance from the King’s Commilfaries, 
could not have been done. All this time , the King 
lay at -Si/d/ey-Caflle, the Houfe of the Lord Chandois , 
within eight Miles of Gloceftcr , watching when that 
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Array would return ; which, they conceived, flayed book 


rather out of Dcfpair than Ele&ion , in thofe eaten 
Quarters ; and , to open them a way for their Retreat 
his Majefty removed to Efham , hoping the Earl 
would chufe to go back the fame way he came; 
which, for many reafons , was to be defired ; and 
thereupon the Earl marched to Tewkejhury , as if he 
had no other purpofe. The King’s Horfe, though 
bold , and vigorous upon Adion , and Execution , 
were always lefs patient of Duty, and ill Accommo- 
dation than they fliould be; and at thh time, partly 
with wearinefs, and partly with the indifpofition 
that polTcired the whole Army upon this Relief of 
the Town , were lefs vigilant towards the motion of 
the Enemy : So that the Earl of EJJex was marched 
with his whole Army and Train from Tewke/bury , 
four-and-twenty hours before the King heard which 
way he was gone : for he took the advantage of a 


VII. 


ccjler , before the breaking of the Day; where he 


(a common and fatal Crime throughout the War , 
on the King’s part ) he furprifed , to the number of 
above three hundred ; and which was of much 
greater value , he found there a great quantity of 
Frovifions, prepared, by the King’s CommifTaries, 
for the Army before Glocejler , and which they ne- 
gleded to remove after the Siege was raifed , and fo 
moft fottifhly left it for the Relief of the Enemy, far 
more apprehenfive of Hunger than of the Sword; 
and indeed this wonderful fupply ftrangely exalted 
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0 o o K their Spirits, as fent by the fpecial care and extraor- 
VII. dinary hand of Providence , even when they were 
ready to faint. 

From hence the Flar] , having no farther apprehen- 
fion of the King’s Horfe , which be had no mind to 
encounter upon the open Campaign , and being at 
the leaft twenty Miles belore him , by eafy marches, 
that his Tick and wearied Soldiers might overtake 
him, moved, through that deep and enclofed County 
of North Wiltjhire , his direct way to London. As 
foon as the King had fure notice which way the 
Enemy was gone, he endeavoured , by expedition 
and diligence , to recover the advantage, which the 
fupme negligence of thofe be trufted , had robbed 
him of; and Himfelf, with matchlefs induftry, taking 
care to lead up the F oot , Prince Rupert , with near 
five thoufand Horfe, marched Day aud Night over 
the Hills, to get between London and the Enemy be- 
fore they Ihould be able to get out of thofe enclofed 
deepCountries, in which they were engaged between 
narrow Lanes, and to entertain them with Skirmifhes 
till the whole Army fhould come up. This defign, 
purfued and executed with indefatigable pains , fuc- 
ceeded tojhis wilh ; for when the Van of the Enemies 
Army had almoft marched over Awborne- Chafe, in- 
tending that Night to have reached Newbury, Prince 
Rupert , beyond their fear, or expectation , appeared 
with a ftrong Body of Horfe fo near them, that before 
they could put themfdves in order to receive him, he 
Charged their Rear , and Routed them with good 
Execution ; and though the Enemy performed the 
Parts of good I\Ien, and applied themfelves more 
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dexteroufly to the relief of each other, than on fo book 
fudden and unlooked for an occafton was expected, VII. 
yet with fome difficulty, and the lofs of many 
Men, they were glad to (horten their Journey , and 
the Night coming on, took up their Quarters at 
Hungerford. 

In this Conflidt, which was very fliarp for an hour 
or two , many fell of the Enemy , and of the King’s 
Party none of Name, but the Marquis of Vieu-Vi/le, 
a Gallant Gentleman of the French Nation, who had 
attended' the Queen out of Holland , and put himfelf 
as a Volunteer upon this Adion , into the Lord 
Jermyri s Regiment. There were hurt many Officers, 
and among thofe the Lord Jermyn received a fliot in 
his Arm with a Piftol, owing the prefervation of his 
Life from other fhots to the excellent temper of his 
Armour; and the Lord T)igby a ftrange hurt in the 
face, a Piftol being difeharged at fo near a diftanca 
upon him, that the Powder fetched much blood from 
his face, and for theprefent blinded him, without 
farther mifehief ; by which it was concluded , that 
the Bullet had dropped out before the Piftol was dif- 
eharged : And may be reckoned among one of thofs 
efcapes, of which that Gallant Perfon hath patted a 
greater number , in the courfe of his Life , than any 
Man I know. 

By this Expedition of Prince Rupert , the Enemy 
was forced to fuch delay, that the King came up 
with his Foot and Train , though his numbers, bv 
his exceeding long and quick marches , and the Li- 
cence which many Officers and Soldiers took whilffc 
the King lay at LJham , were much leflened, being 
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noon above two thoufand fewer, than when he raifed his 
▼H. Siege from Glocejler. And when the Earl, the next 
day, advanced from Hungerford , hoping to recover 
flewbury, which Prince Rupert with his Horfe would 
not be able to hinder him from ; when he came within 
two Miles of the Town , he found the King poffef- 
fed of it. For his Majefty , with his whole Army, 
was come thither two hours before; this put him to a 
neceflity of flaying upon the Field that Night; it 
being now the feventeenth day of September. 

It was now thought by many , that the King had 
recovered whatfoever had been loft by former Over- 
fights , Omiftions, or Neglects, and that by thede- 
ftroying the Army which had relieved Glocejler, he 
fhould be fully recompenfed for being difappointed 
of that purchafe. He feemed to be poflefTed of all 
advantages to be defired, a good Town to refrelh 
his Men in, whil ft the Enemy lodged in the Field, 
his own Quarters to friend, and his Garrifon of WaU 
lingford at hand, and Oxford itfelf within diftance 
for iupply of whatfoever fhould be wanting ; when 
the Enemy was equally tired with long marches, 
and from the time that the Prince had attacked them, 
the day before, had flood in their Arms in a Country 
where they could not find Vi&ual. So that it was 
conceived, that it was in the King’s power, whether 
he would fight or no, and therefore that he might 
compel them to notable difadvantages , who mufl 
make their way through , or ftarve ; and this was fo 
. fully underftood, that it was refolved over night, 
not to engage in Battle ; but upon fuch grounds as 
fhould give an Aflurance of Vi&ory. But, contrary 
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to this refolution , when the Earl of EJJex had , with 8 0 o * 
•xcellent conduct , drawn out his Array in Battalia , vii* , 
upon a Hill called -ffigg’s-Hill , within lefs than a 
mile of the Town , and ordered his Men in all places 
to the bed advantage, by the precipitate Courage 
of fome young Officers* who had good Commands, 
and who unhappily always undervalued the Courage 
of the Enemy , ftrong Parties became fucceffively fo 
far engaged, that the King was compelled to put the 
whole to the hazard of a Battle , and to give the 
Enemy at lead an equal game to play. 

It was difputed, on all parts, with great Fierce- The Battle off 
nefs and Courage; the Enemy preferving good NewburT ’ 
Order, and danding rather to keep the ground they 
were upon , than to get more ; by which they did not V 
expofe themfelves to thofe difadvantages, which any 
motion would have offered to the Affailants. The 
King’s Horfe, with a kind of contempt of the Enemy, 

Charged with wonderful boldnefs, upon all grounds 
of inequality; and were fo far too hard for the Troops 
©f the other fide , that they Routed them in mod 
places, till they had left the greated part of their 
Foot without any guard at all of Horfe. But then 
the Foot behaved themfelves admirably on the Ene- 
mies part, and gave their fcattered Horfe time to 
Rally , and were ready to aflid and fecure them upon 
all occafions. The Z-o/tdon-Traincd-bands , and Au- 
xiliary Regiments (of whofe inexperience of danger,' 
or any kind of Service, beyond the eafy pradlice of 
their Poftures in the Artillery.Garden , Men had till 
then too cheap an eftimation) behaved themfelves to 
wonder ; and were , in truth , the prefervation of 
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that Army that day. For they ftood as a Bulwark 
and Rampire to defend the reft; and when their 
wings of Horfe were fcattered , and difperfed, kept 
their ground fo fteadily , rhat, though Prince Rupert 
himfclf led up the choice Horfe to Charge them , and 
endured their ftorm of froall (hot , he could make no 
impreftion upon their ftand oh Pikes; but was forced 
to wheel about: of fo Sovereign benefit and ufe , is 
that readinefs, order, and dexterity in the ufe of 
their Arms, which hath been fo much negletfted. 

It was fought all that day wirboutany fuch notable 
turn , as that either Party could think they had much v 
the better. For though the King’s Horfe made the 
Enemies often give ground , yet the Foot were fo 
immoveable, that little was gotten by the other; 
and the firft entrance into the Battle was fo fudden 
and without Order, that, during the whole day, 
no ufe was made of the King’s Cannon, though that 
of the Enemy was placed fo unhappily, that it did 
very great execution upon the King’s Party, both 
Horfe and Foot. The night parted them , when 
nothing elfe could ; and each Party bad then time to 
revolve the overfjghts of the day. The Enemy had 
fared at leaft as well as they hoped for ; and therefore, 
in the morning early, they put themfelves in order 
of marching, having an obligation in neceftity to 
gain fome place, in which they might eat andfleep. 

• On the King’s fide there was not that caution which 
fhould have been the day before, and though the 
Number of the flain was not fo great, as, in fo hot 
a day, might have been looked for; yet very many 
Officers and Gentlemen were hurt: fo that they 


! 

Digitized’ by Goog|e 



1 . 




OF THE REBELLION. esc 

father chofe to take advantage of the Enemies rao- B o o K 
tion, than to Charge them again upon the old TU. 
ground, from whence they had been, by order, ’ 
called off the night before, when they had recovered 
a Port, the keeping of which would much have pre- 
judiced the Adverfary. The Earl of Effex finding his 
way open , purfued his main defign of returning to 
. London , and took that way by Newbury , which led 
towards Reading ; which Prince Rupert obferving , 
fuffered him , without interruption or difturbance, 
to pafs, till his whole Army was entered into the 
narrow Lanes; and then with a flrongParty of Horfe, 
and one thoufand Mufqueteers , followed his Rear 
with fo good effeS , that he put them into great 
diforder,and killed many, and took many Prifoners. 

However the Earl, with the grofs of his Army, 
and all his Cannon, gotfafeinto Reading; and, after The * f 
a night or two fpent there to refrefh and reft bis Men, int * 

he moved in a flow and orderly march to London , thence, t* 
leaving Reading to the King’s Forces; which was Loml0 '*' 
prefently poffefled by Sir Jacob AJhley , with three 
thoufand Foot and five hundred Horfe , and made 
again a Garrifon for the King : his Majefty and Prince 
Rupert, with the remainder of the Army, retiring to 
Oxjord, and leaving a Garrifon under the Command 
of Colonel Boys in Donnington . Caftle (aHoufeof 
John Packers , but more famous for having been the 
Seat of Gtojjery Chaucer , within a mile of Newbury) 

«o Command the great Road, through which the 
Weftern -Trade was driven to London. 

At this time Sir William Waller was at IVind/or, 
with above two thoufand Horfe, and as many Foot; 

Q, 4 

4 

- ' . . i 

5 

'i 


l 

Digitized by Google 


i 



* 3 * 


THE HISTORY 


book as unconcerned for what might befal the Earl of 
Vil. EJfex , as the Earl had formerly been on His behalf 
* at Roundway- Hill: otherwife, if he had advanced 
upon the King to Newbury ( which was not above 
twenty miles ) when the Earl was on the other fide, 
the King had been in great danger of an utter Defeat; 
and the apprehenfion of this, was the reafon, or was 
afterwards pretended to be , for the hafty engage- 
ment in Battle. 

The Earl of EJJcx was received at London , with 
all imaginable demonftrations ofAffedion, and Re. 
verence; Public, and Solemn Thankfgiving was 
appointed for his Vidory; for fuch they made no 
fcruple to declare it. Without doubt, the Adion 
was performed by him with incomparable Conduct 
and Courage ; in every part whereof, very much 
was to be imputed to his own Perfonal Virtue ; and 
it may be well reckoned among the moft Soldierly 
< Adions of this unhappy War. For he did the bufi- 

rtefs he undertook, and, after the Relief of Gloce/ier , 
bis next care was to retire with his Army to London ; 
which , confidering the length of the way, and the 
difficulties he was to contend with, he did with lefs 
lofs than could be expeded; on the other hand, the 
King was not without figns of a Vidory. He had 
followed, and compelled the Enemy to Fight, by 
/ overtaking him, when he defired to avoid it. He 
had the fpoil of the Field , and purfued the Enemy 
the next day after the Battle , and had a good exe- 
cution upon them, without receiving any lofs; and, 
which feemed to Crown the Work, fixed aGarrifon 
again at Reading , and thereby ftraitened their 
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Quarters as much as they were in the beginning of book 
the year; his own being enlarged by the almoft en- *11. 
tire Conqueft of the Weft, and his Army much 
ftronger , in Horfe and Foot, than when he firft took 
the Field. On which fide foever the Marks and 
public Enfigns of Vidtory appeared mod confpi- 
cuous, certain it is, that according to the unequal 
fate , that attended all Skirmilhes and Conflidls with 
fuch an Adverfary , the lofs on the King’s fide was 
in Weight much more confiderable, and penetrating; 
for whilft fome obfcure, unheard of Colonel or 
Officer, was milling on the Enemies fide, and fome 
Citizen’s Wife bewailed the lofs of her Hufband , 
there were on the other, above twenty Officers of 
the Field , and Perfons of Honor , and public Name, 
flain upon the place , and more of the fame Quality 
hurt. 

Here fell the Earl of Sunderland, a Lord of great The Eati of 
Fortune, tender years (being not above three- and- 
twenty years of Age ) and an early Judgment ; who, Bauie. 
having no Command in the Army, attended upon 
the King’s Perfon, under the obligation of Honor ; 
and putting himfelf that day in the King’s Troop a 
Volunteer , before they came to Charge, was taken 
away by a Cannon- Bullet. 

- This day alfo fell the Earl of Carnarvon, who, after And the Earl 
he had Charged , and Routed a Body of the Enemies 
Horfe , coming carelefsly back by fome of the fcat- 
tered Troopers, was, by one of them who knew 
him , run through the Body with a Sword ; of which 
he died within an hour. He was a Perfon , with 
whole great Parts and Virtue, the world was not 
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enough acquainted. Before the War, though his 
Education was adorned by Travel , and an exad 
obfervation of the manners of more Nations, than 
our Common - Travellers ufe to vifit (for he had, 
after the view of Spain, France , and moft parts of 
Italy , fpentfome time in Turky , and thofe Eaftern 
Countries) he feemed to be wholly delighted with 
thofe loofer Exercifesof pleafure, hunting, hawking, 
and the like ; in which the Nobility of that time too 
much delighted to excel. After the Troubles begun, 
having the Command of the firftor fecond Regiment 
of Horfe, that was raifed for the King’s Service, he 
wholly gave himfelf up to the Office and duty of 
a Soldier; no Man more diligently Obeying, or 
more dexteroufly Commanding ; for he was not only 
of a very keen Courage in the expofmg his Perfon , 
but an excellent Difcerner and Purfuer of Advantage 
upon his Enemy. He had a mind and underftanding 
very prefent in the Article of danger, which if a 
rare benefit in that profeffion. Thofe Infirmities, 
and that Licence, which he had formerly indulged 
to himfelf, he put off with feverity, when others 
thought them excufable under the notion of aSoldier. 
He was a great lover of Juftice , and pradifed it then 
moft deliberately , when he had power to do wrong : 
and fo ftrid in the obfervation of his word, and 
promife, as a Commander, that he could not be 
perfuaded to ftay in the W eft , when he found it not 
in his power to perform the Agreement he had made 
with Dorchefler , and Weymouth. If he had lived , he 
would have proved a great Ornament to that pr*. 
• 
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felTion, and an excellent Soldier , and byj his death book 
the King found a fenfible weaknefs in his Army. vil. 

But I mud here take leave a little longer to dif- * ni ,he Lord 
continue this Narration: and if the celebrating the Falkland; h j, 
memory of eminent , and extraordinary Pcrfons , ci»r»ct«r. 
and tranfmitting their great Virtues, for the imita- 
tion of Poflerity, be one of the principal ends and 
duties of Hiftory, it will not be thought impertinent, 
in this place, to remember a lofs which no time 
will fuffer to be forgotten , and no fuccefs or good 
fortune could repair. In this unhappy Battle, was 
flain the Lord Vifcount Falkland ; a Perfon of fuch 
prodigious parts of Learning and Knowledge, of , 
that inimitable fweetnefs and delight in Converfa- 
tion , of fo flowing and obliging a humanity and 
goodnefsto Mankind, and of that primitive fimpli- 
city and integrity of Life, that if there were no other 
brand upon this odious and accurfed Civil- War, 
than that Angle lofs, it muft be moft infamous , and 
execrable to all Poflerity. 


Turpe mori , pojl /<*, folo non pojje dolore. 

Before this Parliament , his condition of life was fo 
happy that it was hardly capable of improvement. 
Before became to be twenty years of Age , he was 
IVlafterofa noble Fortune, which defcendedto him 
by the gift of a Grandfather, without palling through 
his Father or Mother, who were then both alive , 
and not well enough contented , to find thcmfelves 
paired by in the defcent. His Education for fome 
years bad been in Ireland , where his bather wa's Lord 
Deputy ; fo that, when he returned into England , to 
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t the poffeflion of his Fortune , he was unintangled 
with any Acquaintance or Friends , which ufually 
• grow up bythecuftom of Converfation ; and there- 
fore was to make a pure Ele&ion of his Company ; 
which he chofe by other Rules than were preferibed 
to the young Nobility of that time. And it cannot be 
denied , though he admitted fome few to his Friend- 
fhip for the agreeablenefc of their Natures , and their, 
undoubted Affedion to him, that his familiarity and 
friendfbip, for the moft part , was with Men of the 
mod eminent and fublime Parts , and of untouched 
Reputation in point of Integrity ; and fuch Men had 
a Title to his Bofom. 

He was a great CheriCher of Wit , and Fancy, and 
good Parts, in any Man; and, if he found them 
clouded with Poverty or Want, a moft liberal and 
bountiful Patron towards them, even above his For- 
tune; of which , in thofe adminiftrations , he was 
fuch a Difpenfer, as, if he had been trufted with it to 
fuchUfes , and if there had been the lead of Vice in 
his expenfe , he might have been thought too pro- 
digal. He was conftanc and pertinacious in whatfo- 
ever he refolved to do, and not to be wearied by any 
pains that were neceflary to that end. And therefore 
having once refolved not to fee London, which he 
loved above all places, till he had perfectly learned 
the Greek Tongue , he went to his own Houfe in 
the Country , and purfued it with that indefatigable 
Induftry, that it will not be believed in howfhort a 
time he was Mafter of it , and accurately read all the 
Greek Hiftorians. 

In this time , his Houfe being within little more 
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than ten miles of Oxford , he contradled familiarity book 
and friendfliip with the moft polite and accurate vii. 
Men of that Univerfity; who found fuch an immenfe- 
nefs of Wit, and fuch a folidity of Judgment in him, 
fo infinite a Fancy, bound in by a mod Lagical ratioci- 
nation, fuch a vaft knowledge, that he was not igno- 
rant in any thing, yet fuch an excelfive humility , 
as if he had known nothing, that they frequently re- 
torted , and dwelt with him , as in a College fituated 
in a purer Air; fo that his Houfe was a Univerfity 
inalefs Volume; whither they came not fo much 
for Repofe as Study ; and to examine and refine thofe 
groffer Propofitions, which lazinefs and confent made 
current in vulgar Converfation. 

Many attempts were made upon him by the mitiga- 
tion of his Mother (who was a Lady of another per- 
fuafion in Religion, and of a molt Mafculine under- 
ftanding, allayed with the paffion and infirmities of 
her own Sex) to pervert him in his Piety to the 
Church of England , and to reconcile him to that of 
Rome ; which they profecuted with the more confi- 
dence , becaufe he declined no opportunity or occa- 
fion of conference with thofe of that Religion, whe- 
ther Prielts, or Laics; having diligently ftudied the 
controverfies, and exadtly read all, or the choiceft of 
the Greek, and Latin Fathers, and having a Memory 
to ftupendous, that he remembered , on all occafions, 
whatfoever he read. And he was fo great an Enemy 
to that paffion and uncharitablenefs , which hefaw 
produced , by difference of opinion , in matters of 
Religion, that in all thofe deputations with Priefts, 
and others of the Roman Church , he affe&ed to 
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book manifeft all poflible Civility to their Perfnns, and 
VII. eftimation of their Parts ; which made them retain 
ftill fome hope of his reduction, even when they had 
given over offering farther rcafons to him to that pur- 
pofe. But this charity towards them was much leffen* 
cd, and any correfpondence with them quite declined 
when, by finifter Arts, they had corrupted his two 
younger Brothers , being both Children , and ftolen 
them from his Houfe, and tranfported them beyond 
Seas, and perverted his Sifters: upon which occafion 
he writ two large difcourfes againft the principal po- 
fitions of that Religion, with that fliarpnefs of Style, 
and full Weight of Reafon , that the Church is de- 
prived of great Jewels in the concealment of them 
and that they are not publifhed to the world. 

He was fupcrior to all thofe paflions and affedion9, 
which attend Vulgar minds, and wa9 guilty of no other 
ambition than of knowledge, and to be reputed a 
i,over of all good Men ; and thatmadehim too much 
a contemner of thofe Arts, which muftbe indulged 
in the tranfa&ions of human Affairs. In the laft fhort 
Parliament, he was a Burgefs in the Houfe of Com- 
mons; and , from the Debates which were there ma- 
naged with all imaginable gravity and fobriety, he- 
contraded fuch a reverence to Parliaments, that he 
thought it really impoffible they could ever produce 
mi'fchief or inconvenience to the Kingdom ; or that „ • 
the Kingdom could be tolerably happy in the inter- 
miflionofthem. And from the unhappy and unfeafon- 
able diffolution of that Convention, he harboured, ‘ 
it may be, fomejealoufy and prejudice to the Court, 
towards which he was not Before immoderately in- 
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elincd; his Father having wafted a full Fortune there, book 
in thofe offices and employments by which other VIL 
Men ufe to obtain a greater. He was chofen again 
this Parliament to ferve in the fame place, and, in the 
beginning of it, declared himfelf very ffiarplyand 
feverely againft thofe exorbitances, which had been 
mod grievous to the State ; for he was fo rigid an ob- 
ferver of eftablilhed Laws and Rules, that he could 
not endure the leaft breach , or deviation from them j 
and thought no mifehief fo intolerable as the preemp- 
tion of Minifters of State, to break pofxtive Rules, 
forreafons of State; or Judges to tranfgrefs known 
Laws, upon the Title of Conveniency, orNeceffity; 
which made him fo fevere againft the Earl of Strafford , 
and the Lord Finch , contrary to his Natural gentle- 
nefs , and temper : infomuch as they, who did noc 
know his compofition to be as free from Revenge, 
as it was from Pride, thought that the fharpnefs to 
the Former, might proceed from the Memory offomo 
unkindneffes, not without a mixture of Injuftice, 
from him towards his Father. But wjthout doubt he 
was free from thofe temptations, and in both cafes 
was only milled by the Authority of thofe , who, he 
believed, underftood the Laws perfedly ; of which, 
himfelf was utterly ingorant; and if the affumption, 
which was then fcarce controverted , had been true , 

that an Endeavour to overthrow the fundamental 
“ Laws of theKingdom was Treafon,” a ftrid under- 
ftanding might make reafonable conclufions to fatisfy 
his own judgment, from the exorbitant parts of their 
feveral Charges. 

The great opinion he had of the uprightnefs , and 
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boob integrity of thofe Perfons who appeared mod aCtive, 
VII. efpecially of Mr. Hambclcn, kept him longer from 
fufpecting any defign againft che Peace of the King- 
dom ; and though he differed from them commonly 
in conclufions , he believed long their purpofes were 
• honcft. When he grew better informed what was 
Law, and difeerned in them a defire to control that 
Law by a Vote of one , or both Houfes, no Man more 
oppofed thofe attempts, and gave the adverfe Party 
more trouble by reafon and argumentation; info- 
much as he was, by degrees , looked upon as an Ad- 
vocate for the Court , to which he contributed fo 
little, that he declined thofe addreffes, and even 
thofe Invitations which he was obliged almoft by 
civility to entertain. And he was fo jealous of the 
leaft imagination that he fliould incline to Preferm ent, 
that he affeCted even a raorofenefs to the Court, and 
to the Courtiers; and left nothing undone which 
might prevent , and divert the King’s or Queen’s 
Favor towards him, but the deferving it. For when 
the King fent for him once or twice to fpeak with him, 
and to give him thanks for his excellent comportment 
in thofe Counfels, which his Majvfty gracioufly 
termed ‘‘doing himService," his Anfwers were more 
negligent, and lefs fatisfa&ory, than might be ex- 
pected ; as if he cared only, that his Actions fliould 
be Juft, not that they fliould be» Acceptable, and 
that his Majcfty fliould think that they proceeded 
only from the impulfion of Confcience, without any 
fympathy in his AffeCtions; which, from a Stoical 
and Sullen Nature , might not have been roifln- 
terpreted ; yet, from a Perfon of fo perfect a habit of 
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generous, and obfequious compliance with all good 
Men, might very well have been interpreted by the 
King as more than an ordinary averfenefs to his 
Service: fo that he took more pains, and more forced 
his Nature to Adlions unagreeable, and unpleafanc 
to it, that he might not be thought to incline to the 
Court, than mod Men have done to procure an 
Office there. And if any thing but not doing his duty, 
could have kept him from receiving a Teftimony of 
the King’s Grace and T ruff, at that time, he had not 
been called to his Council ; not that he was in truth 
averfe from receiving public Employment; for he 
• had a great devotion to the King’s Perfon , and had 
before ufed fome fmall endeavour to be recommended 
to him fora Foreign Negotiation, and had once a 
defire to be fent Ambafifador into France; but he ab- 
horred an imagination or doubt fhould fink into the 
thoughts of any Man, that in thedifeharge of his 
truft and duty in Parliament , he had any bias to the 
Court, or that the King himfelf fhould apprehend, 
that he looked for a reward for being Honeft. 

For this reafon , when he heard it firft whifpered, 
“ that the King had a purpofe to make him a Privy- 
** Counfellor,” for which there was, in the beginning 
no other ground , but becaufe he was known fuffi- 
cient ( haud femper erratjama, allquando c b- digit) he 
refolved to decline it ; and at laft fufifered himfelf only 
to be over ruled by the advice and perfuafions of his 
Friends, to fubmit to it. Afterwards, when he found 
that the King intended to make him Secretary of 
State, he was pofitive to refufeit; declaring to his 
Friends, “ that he was mod unfit for it, and that he 
V ol. VI. R 
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book “ muft either do that which would be greatdifquiet 
Vii, “ to his own Nature, or leave that undone which 
“ was moft necelfary to be done by one that was 
w honored with that place; for the moft juft 
* and honeftlVlen did, every day, that which he 
“ could not give himfelf leave to do.” And indeed he 
wasfoexad, and ftrid an Obferver of Jufticeand 
7 ruth, that he believed thofe neceflary condefcen- 
fionsand applications to the weaknefs of other Men, 
and thofe Arts and Infinuations which are necelfary 
for difcoverie?, and prevention of ill, would be in 
Him a declenfion from his own rules of life ; though he 
acknowledged them fit , and abfolutely necelfary to 
be pradtifed in thofe employments. He was, in truth, 
fo precifein the pra&ic principles he prefcribed Him- 
felf ( to all others he was as indulgent) as if he had 
lived in Republica Platonis , non in ja.ce Romuli. 

Two reafons prevailed with him to receive the 
Seals, and but for thofe he had refolutely avoided 
them. The firft, the confideration that his refufal 
might bring fome blemilh upon the King’s Affairs , 
and that Men would have believed, that he had re- 
fufedfo great an Honor and Truft, becaufe he muft 
have been with it obliged to do foraewhat elfe not 
juftifiable. And this he made matter of Confcience, 
fince he knew the King made choice of him, before 
other Men, efpecially becaufe he thought him more 
honeft than otherMen. The other was, left he might 
be thought to avoid it out of fear to do an ungracious 
thing to the Houfe of Commons, who were forely 
troubled at the difplacing Sir Harry Vane , whom 
they looked upon as removed for having done them 
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thofe Office^ they flood indeed of ; and the difdain booh 
of fo popular an incumbrance wrought upon him vn. 
next to the other. For as he had a full appetite of 
fame by juft and generous Actions, fo he had an equal 
contempt of it by any fervile expedients : and he fo 
much the more confented to, and approved the Juf. 
tice upon Sir Harry l ane, in his own private judge- 
ment, by how much he furpafied mod Men in the 
Religious obfervation of a Truft; the violation 
whereof he would not admit of any excnfe for. 

For thefe reafons, he fubmitted to the King’s Com- 
mand, and became his Secretary, with as humble 
and devoted an acknowledgment of the greatnefs ^ 
of the obligation, as could be exprefled, and as true 
afenfe of it in his heart. Yet two things he could 
never bring himfelf to, whilft he continued in that 
Office, that was to his death ; for which he was con- 
tended to be reproached, as for omiflions in a mod 
neceffary part of his place. The one, employing of 
Spies, or giving any countenance, or entertainment 
to them. I do not mean fuch Emiffaries, as with 
danger would venture to view the Enemies Camp, 
and bring Intelligence of their Number, or quarter, 
ing, or any particulars that fuch an obfervation can 
comprehend; but thofe, who by communication 
of Guilt, or Diflimulation of manners, wind them- 
felves into fuch Trufts and Secrets, as enable them 
to 'make difeoveries. The other , the Liberty 
of opening Letters, upon a fufpicion that they 
might contain matter of dangerous confequence. 

For the firft, he would fay, “ fuch Inftruments mud 
“ be void of all Ingenuity , and common Honefty, 
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K “ before they could be*of ufe; and afterwards they 
* could never be fit to be credited : and that no 
“ fingle prefervation could be worth fo general a 
wound, and corruption of human fociety, as the 
“ cherifhing fuch Ferfons would carry with it. ” The 
laft, he thought “fuch a violation of the Law of 
“ Nature, that no qualification by Office could juf- 
** tify him in the trefpafs ; ” and though he was con- 
vinced by the neceffity, and iniquity of the time, 
that thofe advantages of information were not to be 
declined, and were neceffarily to be pra&ifed, he 
found means to put it off from himfelf ; whilft he con- 
feffed he needed excufe and pardon for the omiffion; 
fo unwilling he was to refign any part of good Na- 
ture to an obligation in his Office. 

In all other particulars he filled his place with great 
fufficiency, being well verfed in Languages, to un- 
derftand any that are ufed in bufinefs, and to make 
himfelf again underftood. To fpeak of his Integrity, 
and his high difdain of any bait that might feem to 
look towards corruption, in tanlo viro , injuria virtu - 
Jum fuerit. Some fharp expreffions he ufed againft 
the Arch-Bifhop of Canterbury , and his concurring 
in the firft Bill to take away the Votes of Bifliops in 
the Houfe of Peers, gave occafion to fome to believe, 
and opportunity to others to conclude, andpublifh, 
“ that he was no friend to the Church, and the eftab- 
“ lifhed Government of it;” and troubled his very 
Friends much, who were more confident of the con- 
trary , than prepared to Anfwer the Allegations. 

The truth is, he had unhappily contra&ed fome 
prejudice to the Arch-Bifhop ; and having obferved 
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hisPaffion, when, it may be, multiplicity of bufinefs, 
or rather indifpofition had poffeffed him, did with 
him lefs intangled and engaged in the bufinefs of the 
Court, or State: though, 1 fpeak it knowingly , he 
had a fingular eftimadon and reverence of his great 
Learning, and confeffed Integrity ; and really thought 
his own letting himfclf loofe to thofe expreflions 
which implied a difefteem of the Arch-Bifhop, or at 
leaft an acknowledgment of his Infirmities, would 
enable him to fhelter him from part of the ftorm he 
faw raifed for his deftrudtion ; which he abominated 
with his Souf. 

The givirfg his confent to the firft Bill for the dif- 
placing the Bilhops, did proceed from two grounds: 
The firft, his not underftanding Then the Original 
of their Right and Suffrage there: the other, an 
opinion, that the combination againft the whole Go. 
vernment of the Church by Bifhops, was fo violent 
and furious, that a lefs compofition than the difpen- 
fing with their intermeddling in Secular Affairs, 
would not preferve theOrder. And he was perfuaded 
to this by the profeflion of many Perfons of Honor, 
who declared, <c they did defire the one, and would 
“ not then prefs the other;” which, in that parti- 
cular, milled many Men. But when his obfervation 
and experience made him difcern more of their Jn- 
tendons, than he before fufpeded, with great frank- 
nefs he oppofed the fecond Bill that was preferred 
for that purpofe ; and had , without fcrupie , the 
order itfelf in perfed reverence; and thought too 
great Encouragement could not poffibly be given to 
Learning, nor too great Rewards to Learned Men. 

K 3 


O 0 K 
VII. 


Digitized by Coogle 



* 4 *> 


THE HISTORY 


1 


Book He was never, in the lead degree, fwayed or moved 
VII. by the objection* which were made again ft that Go- 
vernmcnt in the Church ( holding them moft ridi- 
culous) or affected, to the other, which thofe Men 
fancied to themfelves. 

He had a Courage of the moft clear and keen tem- 
per, and fo far from fear, that he feemed not without 
fome Appetite of/danger ; and therefore, upon any 
occafion of Action . he alwavs engaged his Perfon 
in thofe Troops which he thought, by the forward- 
pef> of the Commanders, to be moft like to befarth- , 
eft engaged; and in all fuch Encounters, he had 
, about him an extraordinary cheerfulncft, without at 
all affe cting the execution that ufually attended them; 
in which he took no delight, but took pains to pre- 
vent it, where it was not, by refiftance, madenecef- 
fary: infomtlch that at Edge-hiU , when the Enemy 
■was Routed, he was like to have incurred great Peril, 
by interpoftng to fave thofe who had thrown away 
their Arms, and againft whom, k may be, # others 
were more fierce for their having thrown them 
away: fo that a Man might think, he came into the 
Field chiefly out of Curiofity to fee the face of Dan- 
ger, and Charity to prevent the (bedding of Blood. 
Yet in his natural inclination he acknowledged he 
was addicted to the profeflion of a Soldier ; and 
fhortly after he came to his Fortune, before he was 
. of Age, he went into the Low- Countries, with a 

refolution of procuring Command, and togivehim- 
felf up to it; from which he was diverted by the 
complete inactivity of that Summer: So he returned 
into England, and fhortly after entered upon that 





Digitized by Goog 



OF THE REBELLION. *47 


vehement courfe of Study we mentioned before, till book 
the firft Alarm from the North; then again he made vu. 
ready for the Field , and though he received fome 
rcpulfe in the Command of a Troop ofHorfe, of 
which he had a promife, he went a Volunteer with 
the Earl of Ej[ex. 

From the Entrance into this unnatural War , his 
natural chcerfulnefs and vivacity grew clouded, and 
a kind of fadnefs, and dejeclion of Spirit ftole upon 
him, which he had never been ufed to: yet being 
one of thofe who believed that one Battle would end 
all differences, and that there would be fo great a 
Vi&ory on one Side, that the Other would be com- 
pelled to fubmit to any conditions from the Vidor 
(which fuppofition and conclufion generally funk 
into the minds of mod Men, and prevented the look- 
ing after many advantages that might then have 
been laid hold of) he refilled thofe indifpofitions , 

& in luClu , bellum inter remedia erat. But after the 
King’s return from Brentford t and the furious refolu- 
tion of the two Houfes not to admit any Treaty for 
Peace, thofe indifpofitions, which had before touched 
him, grew into a perfedt habit of unchcerfulnefs ; 
and He, who had been fo cxadly eafy, and affable to 
all Men, that his face and countenance was always 
prefent, and vacant to his Company, and held any 
cloudinefs, and lefs plcafantnefc of the vifage, a kind 
of rudenefs or incivility, became, on a fudden, lefs 
communicable; and thence, very fad, pale, and ex- 
ceedingly affe&ed with the Spleen. In his Clothes 
and Habit, which he had minded before always with 
piore ncatnefs, and induftryj andexpenfe, than is 
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B o o f ufual to fo great a Soul, he was not now only incu- 
vii. rious, but too negligent; and in his reception of Sui- 
tors, and the neceflary , or cafual AddrefTes to his 
place, fo quick, and fharp , andfevere, that there 
wanted Hocfome Men (Grangers to his nature and 
\ difpofition ) who believed him proud and imperious j 

from which no mortal Man was ever more free. 

It is true, that as he was of a moft incomparable 
gentlenefs, application, and even fubmiflion to good, 
and worthy, and entire Men, fo he was naturally 
(which could not but be more evident in his Place, 
which objected him to another converfation, and 
intermixture, than his own election would have 
done) adverfus malos injucundus; and was fo ill a 
/ diflembler of his diflike, and difinclination to ill Men, 
that it was not poflible for Such not to difeern it. 

There was once, in the Houfe of Commons, fuch a 
declared acceptation of the good Service an eminent 
Member had done to Them, and, as they faid, to 
the whole Kingdom, that it was moved, he being 
prefent, “ that the Speaker might, in the name of the 
“ whole Houfe, give him thanks; and then, that 
“ every Member might, as a teftimony of his par* 
ticular acknowledgment, ftir or move his hat to- 
“ wards him;” the which (though not ordered) 
when very many did , the Lord Falkland ( who be- 
lieved the Service itfelf not to be of that moment, 
and that an honorable and generous Perfon could not 
have Hooped to it for any recompence) inflead of 
moving his hat, flretched both his Arms out, and 
clafped his hands together upon the Crown of his hat, 
and held it clofe down to his head j that all Men 
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might fee, how odious that flattery was to him, and b 
the very approbation of the Perfon, though at that 
time mod popular. *-P ■ 

When there was any Overture, or hope of Peace, 
he would be more ered, and vigorous, and exceed- 
ingly folicitous to prefs any thing which he thought 
might promote it; and fitting among his Friends, 
often, after a deep filence, and frequent fighs, would, 
with a fh rill and fad accent, ingeminate the word 
Peace, Peace-, and would paflionately profefs, “that 
“ the very agony of the War, and the view of the 
“ calamities and defolation the Kingdom did, and 
“ muft endure, took his fleep from him, and would 
“ fhortly break hisheart.’’ This made fome think, 
or pretend to think, “ that he was fo much enamour- 
“ ed of Peace, that he would have been glad the 
“ King fhould have bought it at any price;” which 
was a mod unreafonable Calumny. As if a Man 
that was himfelf the moft pun&ual, and precife in 
every circumftance that might reflect upon Con- 
fcience, or Honor, could have wifhed the King to 
have committed a trefpafs againft either. And yet 
this fenfelefs fcandal made fome imprefllon upon 
him, or at leaft he ufed it for an excufe of the daring- 
nefs of his Spirit; forr at the Leaguer before G/oce. 
Jier , when his Friend paflionately reprehended him 
for expofing his Perfon unneceflarily to danger (for 
he delighted to vifit the Trenches, and nearefl; ap- 
proaches. and to difeover what the Enemy did) as 
being fo much befide the duty of his place, that it 
might be underftood rather to be againft it , he 
would fay merrily , “ that his Office could not take 
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“ away Hie Privilege of his Age ; and that a Secre- 
“ tary in War might be prefect ac the greated fecret 
“ of dangei^” buO withal alledged ferioully, “that 
“ it concerned Him to be more adtivc in enterprifes 
“ of hazard, than other Mt ; that all might fee, 

“ that his impatience for Peace proceeded not 
“ from pufillammity, or fca; to adventure his own 
“ Perfon. ” 

Iu the morning before the Bittle , as always upon 
Adtion, hewas very cl erfu! , and put himfelf into 
thefirft rank of the Lo i Byron's Kegiment, then ad- 
vancing upon the Enem-v, who had lined the Hedges 
on both Tides with Mulqueteers; from whence he 
was (hot with a Mufqnct in the lower part of the 
Belly, and in the indant falling from his Horfe, his 
Body was not found till the next morning ; till when, 
there was fome hope he might have been a Prifoner; 
though his nearelt Friends, who knew his temper, 
received fmall comfort from that imagination. Thus 
fell that incomparable young Man, in the four -and- f 

thirtieth year of his Age, having fo much defpatched 
the true bufinefs of life, that the Elded r«rcly attain 
to that immenfe Knowledge, and the Younged enter 
not into the world with more Innocency : Whofoetfer 
leads fuch a life needs be the lets anxious upon how 
fhort warning it is taken from him. 

Now to go on with theCourfe of our Hidory : the 
Earl of EJfex entered into London on the 25 th of Sep- 
tember (a day we (hall have occadon to remember 
upon another folemnity) and was the next day vidted, 
at EJJex- Houfe, by the Speaker and the whole Houfa 
«f Commons, \yho declared to him, “that they 
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“ came to congratulate his notable fuccefs, and to 
a render the thanks of the Kingdom to him , for his 
“ incomparable Condudt and Courage ; and that 
“ they had caufed their acknowledgment to be en- 
“ tered in their Journal - Book, as a monument and 
“ record of His Virtue, and Their gratitude ” A day 
or two after, folemn Thanks were rendered to thofe 
Members of both Houfes who had Command in the 
Army, and fome extraordinary fignification of ref- 
pedt derived to the Superior Officers , throughout 
the Army. A gaudy Letter of kindnefs and value, 
was fent to Colonel Maffy , and . which made the 
Letter of more Value , a thoufand pounds was fent 
him as a gratuity or prefer.: for his Service, over 
and above what was due to him for his Pay, and fome 
largefs to all the Inferior Officers , and a Month’s 
Pay, over and above their Arrears , to the Soldiers 
of that Garrifon. 

Left the difcourfe. and apprehenfion of thejealoufy 
between the Earl of Efjex , and Sir William Waller , 
might adminifter hope or fufpicion , that fome divi- 
fi:'n might grow amongft themfelves , and, from 
thence , that the King might receive any Advantage, 
great care was taken to make , and greater to publifh, 
a reconciliation between them; in which, Sir Wil- 
liam w ns all fubmilfion and humility, and his Excel, 
lencc full of grace and courtefy. The Paffion and 
Animoficy which difference of opinion had produced 
between any Members , was totally laid alide and 
forgotten and no artifice omitted to make the world 
believe, that they were a People newly incorporated, 
and as firmly united to one and the fame end , as their 
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Brethren the Scots -, of whofe concurrence and affift- 
ance they were now adored, and fatisfied that it 
would come foon enough for their prefervation ; of 
which, they had not before a full confidence. 

Though the King’s Army had all the Trophies of 
Victory in, and after this Battle, as is before related 
(It kept the Field , and had the fpoil of it; It took 
fome Pieces of the Enemies Cannon , who marched 
off in the Night, and werepurfued with fome con- 
fiderable lofs beyond Reading , where a Garrifon was 
again placed for his Majefty , under the Command 
of Sir Jacob AJliley , Major-General of the Army, 
an excellent Officer; fo that the Parliament was in 
fo much a worfe State than they were in the Spring, 
as the lofs of Bri/Iol , and moft of the Weft amounted 
to ; for by this time Exeter was likewife reduced by 
Prince Maurice ) yet, notwithftanding all this, the 
Earl of Ejfex, as is faid before, was received at London 
with all imaginable Gratulation and Triumph; he 
had done all that was expected from him , with many 
circumftances of great, Soldierly, and notable Cou- 
rage , and the heart and Spirit of the Parliament was 
vifibly much exalted , and their impatience for Peace 
quite abated. 

On the contrary, upon the King’s return to Oxford , 
there appeared nothing but dejedion'of mind , dif- 
content, and fecret Mutiny in the Army, Anger and 
Jealoufy among the Officers, every one accufing 
another of want of Courage and Condud in the 
Adions of the Field ; and they who were not of the 
Arpny, blaming them all for their feveral failings and 
grofs over fights. The Siege of Glocejler was not 
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believed to have been well Condudled , and that it book 
might have been taken in half the time they were vu. 
before it , if it had been fkilfully gone about. The 
not engaging the Earl of RJfex in all the march over 
fo open a Country . was thought unexcufable , and 
was imputed to the want of Courage in Wilmot ; . 
whom Prince Rupert did in no degree favor : nor 
was the Prince himfelf without fome reproaches, for 
differing the Earl of after all the Horfe was 

joined , to march down a long deep Hill into the 
Vale of Glocejler , without any didurbance; and 
that the whole Army , when it was found neceffary 
to quit the Siege, had not been brought to fight in 
that Vale, and at fome didance from the Town, 
when the King’s Men were frefli , and the other Side 
tired with fo long a March. 

But then all Men renewed their Execrations againd 
thofe who advifed the fitting down before GloceJler\ 
the Officers , who had been prefent , and confenting 
to all the Counfels , declaiming , as much as any, 
the whole defign ; and all confpired to lay the whole 
reproach upon the Mader of the Rolls, who fpoke 
moftin thofe Debates, and was not at all gracious to 
the Soldiers: and this Clamor againfl that Engage, 
ment was fo Popular and Univerfal, that no Man 
took upon himfelf to fpeak in Defence of it; though, 
befides the Reafons which have been formerly alled- 
ged for it, what happened in this lad Adion , in the 
Relief of Glocejler, might well feem to judify it ; for 
fince it appeared , that the City wasfo much United 
to the Parliament, that it fupplied their Army with 
fuchaBody of their-Traincd-bands (without which 
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boo K it could never have marched) with whatfuccefs could 
VII. his Majefty have approached London , after the 
taking of Bri/lol^-wnh his haradcd Army ? and would 
rot the whole Body of the T rained-bands have de- 
fended That, when fo confiderable a part of them 
could be perfuaded to undertake a March of two 
hundred Miles ? forltfs they did not March, from 
the time they went out, to that in which they re- 
turned. But no reafon could ever Convert thofe , 
who looked upon that Undertaking at Glocejler , as 
the ruin of the King’s Affairs. 

The Temper of the Court was no better than that 
of the Army: and the King was fo much troubled 
with both, that he did not enjoy the quiet his Con- 
dition required. They who had forborne to be im- 
portunate for Honors, or Offices, becaufe they knew 
they fiiould not be able to obtain their defires from 
the King , made their Modefty an argument of their 
Merit to the Queen, and affured Her, “that they 
“ had forborne to afic any thing in Her abfence , 
K becaufe they had always refolved never to receive 
“ anything, but by Her bounty Many pretended 
former promifes and engagements for Creations of 
Honor, as foon as any thing fhould be done of that 
kind. And it is true enough , that both their Mnjef- 
ties had given themfelves eafe from prefent impor- 
tunities, by making promifes, with reference to a 
time, which they imagined, and, at that time, 
refolved fhould not be foon : and now there was no 
fooner mention of conferring Honor upon one or two 
whom they had a mind to gratify, but the reft who 
/ had that promife, were very importunate and cla- 
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morons for the fame Juftice. By this means they were, book 
upon the matter, compelled to gratify fome Men vil. 
to whom they bore no good will ; and fo , they who 
received the favors were no more pleafed , than they 
were who conferred them ; and they who were 
without Ambition before, when they faw Honors 
and Offices conferred upon Men, who, they thought 
did not merit them better than themfelves , thought 
their Service undervalued if they did not receive the 
fame reward. And it was a ufual Prologue to fuits 
of that kind, w that they did not defire it out of their 
“ own Ambition, but purely to fatisfy their Friends; 
a who withdrew their kindnefs from them, out of 
“ an opinion that they had offended the King, who 
B would not otherwife put fo great a difference be- 
“ tween Them and other Men.” Whence it may be 
obferved, that Princes fhould not confer Public 
Rewards in a feafon when they can only gratify a 
Few , and fo Many (land upon the fame level in 
pretences , that they are apt to refent the preferring 
of One , as an Affront and difobligation to the Reft. 

There was no particular that gave the King more ' 
unquietnefs, than the pretence of my Lord of Holland. 

The three Earls I before mentioned , had attended 
the King before he rofe from Glocejlcr , and had 
waited upon him throughout that march , and had 
Charged the Enemy , in the King’s Regiment of 
Horfe, at the Battle of Newbury , very bravely ; and 
had behaved themfelves, throughout , very well ; ' 

and returned to Oxford with his Majefty ; and now 
expected to be well looked upon : and the other 
Two had no caufe to complain; the King, upon 
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o o k all occafions , fpoke very gracioufly to them , and 
VII. particularly fent the Chancellor of the Exchequer to 
the Earl of Clare, “that he had liberty, and might 
“ be prefent at the Councils of War where the 
Peers ufually were, and where the general matters 
of contribution , and fuch thing* as concerned the 
Country, were ufually debated. But the Eiarl of 
Holland was not plcafed ; he thought nothing of for- 
mer Mifcarriages ought to be remembered ; that all 
thofe were cancelled by the IVJeritof coming to the 
King now, and bringing fuch confiderable Perfons 
with him, and difpofing others to follow ; and ex- 
pelled , upon his firft appearance , to have had his 
Key rellored to him; to have been in the fame con- 
dition he was in the Bed-Chamber , and in the Coun- 
cil, and in the King’s Grace and Countenance; of 
all which he had alfurancc from the Queen before he 
came, at leaftfrom Mr. Jermyn, who, no doubt, 
did exceed his Commiflion ; and the very deferring 
of this, was grievous to him ; and the more, becaufe 
he found the fame difrefpedl from all others , as he 
had done when he came firft to Oxford. 

He came frequently in the afternoon to Merton • 
College; where the Queen lay , and where the King 
was for the moft part at that time of the day, and 
both their Majefties looked well upon him, and fpoke 
to him in public as occafion was adminiftered. Some- 
times the King went afide with him to the Window, 
in the fame Room , where they fpoke a quarter or 
half an hour together, out of the hearing of any body; 
which the Queen did often in the fame manner; and 
Mr. Jermyn , who was about this time made a Baron, 

was 
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was very frequently with him. The King was always b o o’K 
upon his guard towards him , and did not , in truth, vil* 
abate any thing of his former rigor or prejudice , and 
continued firm to his former refolutions. But the 
Queen, whether from her inclination, or promife, or 
diflike of mod other People, who were not fo good 
Courtiers ( as fure none was equal to Him in that 
function and m y fiery ) did in truth heartily defire, 
that he might receive fa tisfaction in all things, ac- 
cording to his own defire; and would have trufled 
him Herfelf as much as formerly. Yet fhe complied 
fo far with the King’s averfion , that fhe yet forbore 
to prefs it, or to own the encouragement fhe had 
given him ; nor had fhe a willingnefs to oppofe fo 
great a torrent of prejudice , as fhe faw evidently run 
againfl him ; fo that fhe appeared not to wifh what 
without doubt fhe would have been very glad of. 

However the Marquis of Hertford was now come to 
Oxford , and expe&ed the performance of the King’s 
promife to him, and to be admitted into the Office of 
Groom of the Stole , of which the King took not the 
lead notice to him fince his return; which made it 
the more fufpe&ed, that the intention was to re-admit 
the old Officer ; and this apprehenfion was confir- 
med by the Queen’s looking lefs gracioufly upon the 
Marquis, than fhe had ufed to do. And it is true, 
though it may be fhe did not intend to make any fuch 
difeovery by her looks , fhe was not pleafed that any 
fuch promife was made , both becaufe it was with- 
out Her Confent, and as it eroded what fhe defigned ; 
and much defired that the Marquis could have been 
perfuaded to have releafed it; towards which the 
Vo t. VI. . ' S 
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■ o o K Lord Jermyn, withfomepaffion, fpoke to the Chan*' 
VH. cellor of the Exchequer , “ how unreafonabje a thing 

* itwasfortheMarqui*, who was Mafter of fo great 
** a Fortune ,” to affeft fuch a low preferment ( as 
he termed it) “and how generous a thing it would 

* be to quit hi* pretence but he quickly difcovered 

him not to be willing to engage in any fuch Propor- 
tion. All this wonderfully indifpofed the other Lords, 
and the Perfons of Quality in the Town , who did 

, not wifii to fee the Court juft filled as it had been, 
or the Queen Herfelf pofleffed of fo abfolute a power 
as fhe had been formerly ; though they looked upon 
her Perfon with all Duty and Reverence. 

The Fiarl of Holland did not aft his own part with 
that art and dexterity , which might have been ex- 
pefted from his cunning and experience ; nor had 
/ ever made the leaft Apology to the King for any 
thing he had formerly done ; nor appeared to have 
the leaft fenfe that he had committed any error , as 
. his Majefty himfelf declared to thofe , who he knew 
were his Friends; andfcid, “ that he behaved him- 
, “ felf with the fame Confidence, and Affurance , as 
he had done when he was moft in his favor; and 
“ that he retained ftill the old Artifice at Court , to 

* be feen to whifper in the King’s and Queen’s ear , 
“ by which People thought there was fomefecret, 
“ when the matter of thofe whifpers was nothing but 
“ what might be faid in the open Court; and that 
“ the Earl of Holland had feveral times feemed to 
“ defire to fay fomewhat in private to him , upon 
“ which he had withdrawn from the Company to 
“ the end or corner of the Room , and , at firft 


V 

• Digitized by 






OF THE REBELLION. *59 

* expected and apprehended , that he would fay B 

* fomewhat in his own excufe; but that he had 
“ never then faid one word, but what he might 
“ havefpokein the Circle with which, the King 
faid , “ he was the better pleafed ; and that he be- 

* lieved , he had not been more particular in his 

* difeourfe with the Queen , fafe that he ufed to 

* entertain Her with the wifdom and power of the 
" Parliament , and what great things they would be 

* able to do , and how much they were refpeded 
” in Foreign Parts ; which, his Majefty faid, was 

* a ftrange difeourfe for a IVIan to make , who had 

* fo lately left them , becaufe he thought the King’s 
a condition to be the better of the two.” 

The Earl had a Friend who did heartily defire to 
do him all the Offices , and Services , that would 
confift with the King’s Honor, and always appre« 
bended the ill confequence of difeouraging fuch con- 
verfions, and who fpoke often to the Farl of his 
own Affairs. And when he complained of his ufage, 
and repeated , what promifes and encouragement he 
bad received to come to the King , and of what im- ^ 
portance his good reception would have been, “ that 
“ there were many of confiderable Reputation , and 
“ Intereft in the Houfe of Commons ( whom he 
named ) “ who intended to have followed ; and that 
“ the Earl of Northumberland expeded only His 
“ Advice;” his Friend alked him, “whether he 
" had done all things, fince he came to the King, 

** which might reafonably be expeded from him ?” 
He faid , “ he thought he had done all could be ex- 

* peded from him , in bringing himfelf to the King; 
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book" and , fince his coming to him , in venturing his 
vil. “ life forhim ; add in lieu thereof he had not received 
“ Thanks, or one gracious word ; and now, after 
“ his Office had been kept unbeftowed near two 
“ years, and a promife made to him , thathefhould 
“ be reftored to it , it was to be beftowed upon 
“ another, to make his difgrace the more notorious; 
° which he thought would not prove for his Ma- 
" jefty’s Honor or Advantage.” 

His Friend afked him, “ whether he had afked it 
> “ of the King, or informed him of the promife that 

" was made to him ?” He faid “ he Had done neither, 
“ nor ever Would; he expected it of the King’s 
“ Grace, and would not extort it by a promife, which, 
" it might be, his Majefty was not privy to.” The 
other replied very plainly to him," that if he thought 
“ he had never committed any fault againft the King, 
“ he hadnoreafon to acknowledge it, or make ex- 
“ cufefor it; but if he were confcious ofany fuch , 
“ how unwarily foever it had been done , or how 
“ unmalicioufly foever it had been intended , he 
“ ought to make fome confeflion , and apology to 
“ his Majefty; nor could his Majefty, with the fafety 
“ of his Honor, avow the receiving him into any 
** truft without it; nor was he capable of receiving 
“ any Offices from his Friends, or the Queen’s own 
" declared interpofition on his behalf, till he had per. 
** formed that neceffary Introduction. He told him , 
" if he would follow His advice , he believed he 
“ might receive fome effedt of it, which was, “ that 
“ he fhould fend to defire a private Audience of his 
* Majefty in fome Room, where no body might be 
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i “ prefent; which would not be refufed him ; and then book 

“ he (hould ( with all the excufes upon the terror the vn. 

“ Parliament gave to all Men, who had exceeded 
“ the common Rules? , in their Adminiftration of 
** the truft they had from his Majefty ; as he could 
not deny He had done in many particulars for the 
11 advancement of his Majesty's Service) confefs, that 
“ he had not been hardy enough to contemn that 
“ power, but had been fo much in awe of it , that 
“ he chofe rather to prefume upon his Majefty’s ' 

“ goodnefs, than to provoke Their jealoufly and 
“ difpleafure; and fo had complied with them more, 

* than in his duty and gratitude to his Majefty he 
** ought to have done ; for which he begged his 

* pardon upon his knees; and if he might obtain it, 

> “ he made no doubt, he (hould wipe out thememory 

* of paft Offences by fome new Services, which 
“ (hould be beneficial to hisMajefty;”and he added, 

“ that he would do very well, if he would fue out 

■ “ his pardon, as the Earl of Bedford had done ; who 
** had afked it of the King when he firft killed his 
tc hand, and fince, wifely taken it out under the Great 
. ‘ ** Seal of England. 

The Earl of Holland feemed not all pleafed with 
this advice; faid , “ he did not think, though he 
“ would not juftify all that he had done, his tranf- 
“ greflions were of that magnitude, that they requir- 
“ ed fuch a formality of alking Pardon ; that His cafe 
“ was very different from that of the Earl of Bedford , 

“ who had been in Arms, and a General Officer in 
“ the Field againft the King; whereas He had only 
w fat in the Parliament, as lawfully he might do; 
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K " and if he had failed in his attendance upon his 
“ Majefly , and otherwife de^prved his difpleafure , 
“ he had received fo many marks of it before he 
u deferved it, that might well tranfport a very faith- 
“ ful Servant into a difcontent. That as foon as he 
found himfelf reftored to any proportion of his 
* c Majelty’s grace and confidence, his own inclina- 
v nation would carry him to as humble Apologies, 
w and as deep acknowledgments of all his tranfgref- 
* fions, as could be expected from him, and fuch as he 
believed would reconcile the King’s goodoefs to 
“ him: but to make the firft ad vance by fuch a kind of 
** fubmiffion, he did not think he could prevail over 
“ himfelf to do it.” However, he took his advice 
very kindly, and fpoke often with him after upon 
the fame Subject 

Being, upon conference with fome other Friends, 
advifcd the fame, efpecially by his Daughter (whom 
he loved and efteemed exceedingly) he feemed re- 
folved to do it; but whether he thought worfe of 
the King’s Affairs, or liked the Court the lefs , be- 
caufe he faw the poverty of it , and that whatever 
place o.r favor he might obtain, he could not expedt 
a fupport from it do defray his expenfes (nor could 
he draw it from any other place) he delayed it fo long, 
that the King found it reafonable to confer the Office 
he had before promifed upon the Marquis of Hertford. 

Upon which he withdrew himfelf, for his conve- 
nience, to a Neighbour- Village, where he bad a 
private Lodging; and, after few days, with the help 
turn, into the of a dark Night and a good Guide, he got himfelf 
■QuMteti” 1 '* ^ nto l ^ e Enemies Quarters , and laid himfelf at the 
feet of the Parliament ; which, after a fhort imprifon* 


The Karl of 

Holland re» 


Digitized 



/ 

S , 

• ' \ . 

U r * * 

OF THE REBELLION. * S3 

ment , gave him leave to live in his own Houfe , 1 0 0 k 
without farther confideringhim, than as a Man able VII. 
to do little good or harm. And yet he did endeavour 
to render himfelf as grateful to them as he could , by 
an Adi very unfuitable to his Honor, or his own gene- 
rous Nature: for he publilhed a Declaration in print 
of the caufe of his going to, and returning from Ox- 
ford; in which, he endeavoured to make it believed, 

** that his compaflion, and love to his Country, had 
“ only prevailed with him to go to the King, in hope 

* to have been able, upon the long knowledge his Ma« 

* jefty had of his fidelity, toperfuade him to make a 

* Peace with his Parliament ; which, from the time 

* of his coming thither, he had labored to do; but , 

* that he found the Court fo indifpofed to Peace, and 
• * that the Papifts had fo great a power there” (ufing 

many expreffions dilhonorable towards the King and 
his Council ) * that he rcfolved to make what hafte 
“ he could back to the Parliament, and to fpend the 

* remainder of his life in Their Service which Ac- 
tion, fo contrary to his own natural difcretion and 
generofity, loll him the Affedlion of thofe few who 
had prefcrved fome kindnefs for him, and got him 
credit with no body ; and may teach all Men how 
dangerous it is to Hep afide out of the path of Inno- 
cence, and Virtue, upon any prefumption to be able 
to get into it again; fince fuch Men ufually fatisfy 
themfelves in doing any thing to mend theprefcnt 
exigent they arc in, rather than think of returning to 
that condition of Innocence from whence they de- 
parted with a purpofe, perhaps, of returning. 

However , this unhappy ill carriage of the Earl, 
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K doth not abfolve the Court from overfight in treating 
him no better; which was a great error; and made 
theKiog, andal) thofe about him, looked upon as 
implacable; and fo diverted all Men from farther 
though ts of returning to their Duty by fuch applica- 
tion , and made thofe who abhorred the War, and the 
violent Counfels in the carrying it on , chufe rather 
to acquiefce , and expeft a Conjuncture when a 
general Peace might be made, than toexpofe them- 
fclves by unfeafonable, and unwelcome Addreffes. 
The Earl of Northumberland , who wa' gone to Pel . 
worth , as is faid before, with a purpofe of going to 
theKing, If by the Lord Conway* Negotiation, and 
the Earl of Holland's reception, he found encourage- 
ment , returned to the Parliament; where he was 
received with great refpect; all Men concluding, 
that he had never intended to do , what he bad Not 
done. And the other Members who had entertained 
the fame refolutions, changed their minds with him, 
and returned to their former Station; and the two 
Earls who yet remained at Oxford, fliortly after found 
And likewift means tomake theirPeace at Weflminfler\ and returned 
again to their own Habitation in London, without a 
farther mark of difpleafure, than a reftraint, fora time, 
from coming to the Houfe of Peers, or being trufted, 
in their Counfels. 

The Committee from the two Houfes of Parlia- 
ment , which was fent into Scotland in July before, in 
the diftradlion of their Affairs, when Sir William 
Waller was defeated , and the Earl of Ejfex’s Army 
unferv iceable , as is remembered, found that King- 
dom info good and ready a pofturefor their recep-. 
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tion. that they had called an Affembly of their Kirk, b 
and a Convention of their Kflates, Without, and ex- 
prefsly Again (l, the King’s Confent ; and without any 
color of Law ; for the time, when, by their late Ad of 
Parliament, they might of right challenge thofe meet- 
ings, was not come by almofl a year; and the King had 
refufed to Convene them fooner. That Kingdom was 
at Unity and Peace amongflthemfelves, and fo at the 
moreleifure to help their Neighbours ; and the Go- 
vernment of all Affairs inTheir hands who were to be 
Confided in ; and They again ruled , and difpofed 
by a few who were thoroughly engaged in the Coun- 
felsand Difcompofures in England ; for all thofe who 
were vifibly affeded to the King’s Service , or difaf- 
feded eminently to the Perfons in Authority there, 
were fled the Kingdom: and they who flayed behind, 
either had, or pretended to have, the fame affedions; 
of which a full declared Zeal , and good Will to the 
Parliament of England, was a common evidence. 

So that the Committee found as good a Welcome, 
as they could wifh, and all Men difpofed to gain their 
good opinion: a Committee was appointed, both 
out of the Convention of Eflates, and the Affembly, 
a to Treat with them, and to make fuch conclufions, 
cc as mitrht be thought neceffary to advance the Peace 
“ and Happinefs of both Kingdoms.” Thefe Men 
complied with them, in their full fenfe of the fad con- 
dition of the Affairs of England, and in their own con- 
cernment in the misfortures, which fhould befal them: 
they faid, “ they well underflood, how much the fate 

* of Scotland was involved in what fhould befal 

* the Parliament of England ; and that if the King 
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® o k K prevailed by force, and by the power of his Arrojl, 
▼II. * oppreffed thofe Friends, who had expreffed a 
* tendemefs formerly towards them, they had reafon 
“ to expedl the fame Army fhould be applied to the 
“ revenge of thofe indignities they would eafily per- 
“ fuade his Majcfty , he had fuffered from that his 
“ Native Kingdom : and therefore, they needed no 
“ Arguments to perfuade them , to commiferate the 
“ Kflate of their Brethren of England-, or to convince 
- “ them, that Their cafe was their own, and their 
“ mutual fafety bound up together; but that thofe 
“ Politic argumeuts and confiderations , would have 
“ no influence upon the People, who had fuch a 
•* natural Affe&ion and Loyalty to their Sovereign, 
[ “ as no Rarthly confideration would be able topre- 

vail with them to leflen their Obedience towards 
“ his Majelly ; and that, albeit there was no vifible 
“ Party and Faction , that appeared in the Kingdom 
“ for the King , yet that there were many well 
“ wilherstohim , and maligners, in their hearts, of 
“ theprefent Reformation; who, as foon as there 
“ fhould be any preparation for an Army to march 
into England, would be ready, upon the fpecious 
“ Arguments of Duty to his Majefty , and of Peace 
to their Country, and might be able, to give great 
“ difturbancc to the expedition , or to difquict the 
“ Realm , when the moft eminently affetfled were 
“ marched towards the relief of their diftrelfed 
" Neighbours ; except fome obligation of Con- 
4 ‘ fcience were laid upon the People ; who only pre- 
‘‘ ferred what they called their Piety to God, before 
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w inclination to their Prince, and the fettingup the BOOR 
“ Kingdom of Jefus Chrift, before the vindication vlt. 

“ of a temporal jurifdidion.” 

For fuch an expedient therefore, they propofed , A r ^””"*' , b * y 

* that a Covenant might be agreed upon between ^ scot, 

* the two Kingdoms , for the utter extirpation of oetw,fn >•»« 
u Prelacy , which that Kingdom was fatisfied to be jo«f' n «n4 
“ a great obftrudion to the Reformation of Reli- arced to. 
w gion; and the two Houfcs of Parliament had dif- 

® covered a futficient averfion from that Govern- 

* ment, by having pafTed a Bill for their utter abo- 
“ lttion, and in the place thereof to eredl fuch a 

* Government, as fhould be mod agreeable to God’s 
“ Word, which they doubted not would be their 
“ o wn Prcfbytery ; and that the People being cemen- 
“ ted together by fuch an obligation , would never 
a be fevered and disjoined by any temptation.” 

There was an £afy confent, from the Committee 
of the-fing/tyTi, to any expedient thatmight thoroughly 
engage the other Nation ; and fo a form of words 
were quickly agreed on between them, for a perfed 
combination and marriage between the Parliament 
and the Scots, in all fuch particulars, as were mod 
like to be unacceptable to the King; and this form 
being prefently communicated to the Convention of / 
F,flates, and the AfTembly. as foon found an appro- 
bation and concurrence there, with as much folem- 
nity, as was neceffary to (how their temper and refo- 
lution, and to gain the confent of the two Houfes 
at Weflminjler, whither it was defpatched with all 
imaginable celerity, and a fignification “ that That 
M People were in fuch a forwardnefe to advance , 
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0 o K “ that they would be in England as foon as they 
Vil. “ could be reafonably expected. ” And it was indeed 
apparent enough, that, upon their difcipline fince 
the late Commotions, and the cunning prcfage and 
forefight of that People, there was nothing requifite 
to their March , but the calling them together. 

Many were of opinion, that this engagement was 
propofed “ rather to decline being engaged in the 
“ Quarrel, than out of hope or imagination that the 
“ two Houfes would concur with them ; for though 
“ there had been a Bill paffed, before the laft Treaty 
“ with the King , to that purpofe , yet they well 
“ knew that moft of the Peers, and Perfons of Qua- 
“ lity and Intereft in the other Houfe , were w illing 
“ to depart from that Overture. Befides, amongft 
“ tbofe, who raged jointly againft Epifcopacy, 
“ there were fo many opinions, that it would be no 
“ lefs difficult to eftabliffi Their Prefbytery, than 
“ to root out the other Government, to which they 
“ intended by their Covenant equally to oblige them : 
“ fo that upon this Propofition, which was accor- 
** ding to the known temper of that Nation, they 
“ fhould preferve themfelves plaufibly, and without 
feeming to defert their Confederates, from bearing 
“ any part in the prefent Troubles. However, it 
** would vifibly take up fo much time , that if there 
“ were no Ebb in the King’s profperity and fuccefs, 
“ he might well finiffi his work, and this Interpofi- 
“ tion be interpreted for a politic Stratagem to amufe 
<e the Englifh. ” But if this was their Stratagem, they 
met with People too frank - hearted, and notferupu- 
lous to contribute towards it : for the draught of the 
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Covenant no fooner came to Wejlminjler, but they book 
fliowed a marvellous inclination to it. Yet as well vil. 
becaufe it was not yet known, what fuccefs the Earl 
of E[[ex would have in the relief of Gloce/ler, which 
was like to have a fhrewd influence upon Men’s 
Affedlions and Confciences , as that they might feem 
to ufe all neceffary deliberation, and caution, for 
the information of their Judgments in a new cafe, 
that concerned the Religion, and Ecclefiaftical Fa- 
bric of the Kingdom , they tranfmitted it to their 
Affembly of Divines , to return Their opinion “ of 
“ the lawfulnefs of taking it in point of Confcience.” ' 
The Affembly, befides that it was conflituted of 
Members who had all renounced their Obedience to 
their King, and fubmiflion to the Church of England , 
by their appearance and prefence in that Convention, 
had been lately taught how dangerous it was to 
diffent from the current opinion of the Houfe of 
Commons : for Dr. Eeatly ( upon wbofe Reputation 
in Learning , they had raifed great advantages to 
themfelves) having made many Speeches in the 
Affembly in the behalf of “the order of Bilhops, ‘ 

8 and their Fundtion, and againft the Alienation of 
“ Church-Lands , as Sacrilege , ” and efpecially in- 
veighed againft " the liberty that was taken in matter 
“ of Religion, by which fo many Sedts were grown 
** up to the fcandal and reprdach of the Proteftant 
“ Dodtrine, if not of Chriftianity itfelf, ” had fo 
far incurred their difpleafure, and provoked their 
jealoufy , that an ordinary fellow ( fo well Confirmed' 
in Spirit, that they feared not his failing or conver- 
fion J was diredted to make application to him in 
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KOOK cafes of Confcience , and after he had gotten fufS- 
vil. cient credit with him { which was no hard matter) 
to intimate to him, “ that be had a fure and unquef* 
“ tionable conveyance to Oxford . or that he was to 
“ go thither himfelf, and if he had any occafions 
“ to ufe his Service thither, he would faithfully 
“ execute his Commands.” The Dr. believing the 
MelTenger to be fincere, and the King’s Affairs 
{landing then profperous , gave him Letters for the 
Atch-Bilhop of Armagh , Primate of Ireland, who 
waited on his Majedy ; and by this Artifice, the fame 
Indrument received two or three Letters from him r 
pretending they were dill fent by infallible hands ; 
and brought them always to thofe Perfons by whom 
he was intruded in the work of his iropodure. 

The Letters contained many Apologies for him- 
felf, “ for being engaged in fucb a Congregation, 
“ to which he fubraitted purely out of Confcience, 
“ and for the Service of the King and Church , in 
“ hope that he might be able to prevent many cx- 
“ travagancies, and to contain thofe unruly Spirits 
“ within fome bounds of regularity, and trtodera- 
“ tion ; ’’ of his endeavours that way , he gave many 
indances; and fent Copies of what he had faid in 
judification of Epifcopacy, the Liturgy, and the 
edablilhed Government, and concluded with a de- 
fire to his Grace , to procure a good opinion from 
14 the King towards him , and fome Biihopric or 
“ Deanry for his recompense.’’ About the time 
that this Agitation was in Scotland , and very little 
before this Covenant was tranfmitted , tbefe Letters 
were produced , and a charge agaiud that Doctor, 
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** for betraying the truft repofed in him , and ad- boo* 
*' hering to the Enemy;” and thereupon the poor Vli. 
Man was expelled the Aflembly of Divines, both 
his Livings (for he had two within a very fmall dif- 
tance of London) fequeftered; his Study of Books 
and Eftate feized , and himfelf committed to a Com- 
mon Goal , where he continued to his death; which 
befel him the fooner , through the extreme wants he 
underwent ; fo folicitous was that Party to remove 
any impediment that troubled them , and fo impla- 
cable to any who were weary of their Journey , 
though they had accompanied them very far in their 
way. *• . • 

This frefh example the AJfembly of Godly and 
Learned Divines , had before their Eyes when this Co- 
venant was fent to them for their confideration , 
and fpeedy refolution ; and according to the hafte ie 
required, that Clergy returned within two days their 
full approbation of it; there having been but two 
Minifters who made any paufe or fcruple of it, and 
they again foon confeffing “ they had received full 
'* fatisfa&ion to their doubts in the Debate , and 
“ that they were fully convinced of the Lawfulnefs, 

“ and Piety of it. ” Having received fo abfolute an 
approbation and concurrence , and the Battle of 
Newbury being in that time likewife over ( which 
cleared and removed more doubts , than the Aflem- 
bly had done) it ftuck very few hours with both 
Houfes; but being at once judged Convenient, 
and Lawful, the Lords and Commons, and their rti * 
Aflembly of Divines, met together at the Church, fh^Lorj^qd 
with great folemnity, to take it, on the live -and- Co*mo«i 
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book twentieth day of September ; a double Holyday, 
VII. by the Earl of Ejjex s return to London , and this 
*heir AHembiy Religious exercife. 

Stpu'ar!*’ There, two or three of their Divines went up 
into the Pulpit fuccdlively , not to Preach, but to 
Pray; others, according to their feveral Gifts, to 
make Orations upon the work of the day. '1 hey 
' were by them told, “that this Oath was Such, and 
“ in the matter and confequence of it, of fuch 
“ concernment, as it was truly worthy of them, 
“ Yea of thofe Kingdoms, Yea of all the King- 
“ doms of the Woild : That it could be no 
“ other, but the refult and anfwer of luen prayers 
“and tears, of fuch fi.ictnty and futferings , 
“ that three Kingdoms fhould be thus Born , or 
“ rather New born in a day : That they were 
“ entering upon a work of thegreateft moment and 
“ concernment to themfelves, and to their Pofterities 
“ after them, that ever was undertaken by any of 
“ Them, or any of their fore -bathers before them. 
“ That it was a duty of the firft Commandment, 
“ and therefore of thehigheftand nobleft order and 
“ rank of duties ; therefore mull come forth attended 
“ with choicefl graces , fear , humility, and in the 
“ greateft fimplicity, and plainnels of Spirit, and 
“ refped of thofe with whom they Covenanted. 
“ That it was to advance the Kingdom of Chrifl: 
** here upon Earth, and make JeruJalem once more 
. “ the praife of the whole Earth, notwithftanding 
“ all the contradidions of Men;” with many fuch 
high expreflions, as can hardly be conceived, 

without 
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without the view of the Records , and Regiftry book 
that is kept of them. ■ Vil. ; 

It will be here radl neceflary, that Pofterity may 
be informed of the rare conclufion, in which two 
Nations, with fuch wonderful unanimity, did agree, 
and which was calculated alfo for the Meridian of a 
third Kingdom (for Ireland is likewife comprehended \ 

in it) to infert this League and Covenant in the pre- 
cife terms in which it was received , and entered 
into ; which was in thefc words. 

A Solemn League and Covenant for Reformation , and 
Defence of Religion , the Honor and Happinejs 
of the King ; and the Peace and Safety oj the three 
Kingdoms of England, Scotland , and Ireland. 

* WeNoblemen, Barons, Knights, Gentlemen, * • t * t 
“ Citizens, BurgefTes, Minifters of the Gofpel, 

” and Commons of all Sorts in the Kingdoms of Eng~ 

K land, Scotland , and Ireland, by the Providence 
" of God living under one King , and being of one 

* Reformed Religion , having before our Eyes the 
K Glory of God, and the advancement of the King- 
H dom of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift, the 
“ Honor and Happinefs of the King’s Majefty, and 
K his Pofterity, and the true public Liberty, Safety, 

* and Peace of the Kingdoms , wherein every one’s 

* private condition is included ; and calling to mind 
" the treacherous , and bloody Plots , Confpiracies, 

* Attempts, and Practices of the Enemies of God j 
“ againft the true Religion, and ProfefTors thereof, 

* in all places, efpecially in thefe three Kingdoms , 

“ ever fince the Reformation of Religion , and hoW 

Vol. VI, T 
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* ° o k “ much their Rage, Power, and Prefumption , are 
vn. « of late, and at this time, increafed and exercifed 
“ ( whereof the deplorable Eftate of the Church and 
“ Kingdom of Ireland , the diftrefled Eftate of the 
“ Church and Kingdom of England , and the dange- 
“ rous Eftate of the Church and Kingdom of Scot- 
“ land, are prefent, and public Teftimonies) We 
“ have now at laft ( after other means of Supplication, 
“ Remonftrance , Proteftations , and Sufferings ) 
“ for the prefervation of our Selves and our Religion 
“ from utter ruin and deftrudion , according to the 
n commendable pradice of thefe Kingdoms in for- 
“ mer times , and the example of God’s People in 
“ other Nations, after mature deliberation, refolved, 
“ and determined to enter into a mutual , and folemn 
“ League and Covenant , wherein We all Subfcribe 
“ and each one of Us for himfelf , with our hands 
“ lifted up to the moft high God , dofwear, 

t. “That We lhall fincerely, really, and con- 
“ ftantly, through the Grace of God, endeavour in 
“ ourfeveral places and callings the prefervation of 
“ the Reformed Religion in the Church of Scotland t 
“ in Dodrme . Worlhip, Difcipline , and Govern- 
“ raenc, againfUour Common Enemies ; the Refor- 
ft matjon of Religion in the Kingdoms of England, 
“ and Ireland , in Dodrine , Worlhip, Difcipline, 
“ and Gov'trnment , according to the Word of God, 
“ and the example of the beft Reformed Churches; 
“ and We flull endeavour to bring the Churches of 
“ God in the three Kingdoms, to theneareft Con- 
“ jundion and Uniformity in Religion , Confeftioti 
*' of Faith , Form of Church-Government , Dircc* 
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toty for Worfhip, and Catechifmg; that we, 
and our Pofterity after Us, may, as Brethren, 
live in faith and love, and the Lord may delight 
to dwell in the midft of Us. 

«. “ That We (hall , in like manner , without ref. 
peft of Perfons, endeavour the extirpation of 
Popery , Prelacy (that is Church -Government 
by Arch - Bifbops , Bifhops, their Chancellors, 
and Commiffaries . Deans, Deans and Chapters, 
Arch Deacons, and all other Ecclefiaftical Officers 
depending on that Hierarchy) Superftition , He- 


0 0 K 
VII. 


rcfy , Schifm , Prophanenefs, and whntfoever 


« 


(hall be found to be contrary to found Doftrinc, 
and the power of Godlinefs; left We partake in 
other Men’s Sins , and thereby be in danger to 
receive of Their plagues; and that the Lord may 
be One, and his Name One in the three Kingdoms. 

3. “ We (hall, with the fame fmcerity, reality, 
and conftancy, in our feveral Vocations, endea- 
vour with our Eftates, and Lives, mutually to 
preferve the Rights and Privileges of the Parlia- 
ments, and the Liberties of the Kingdoms, and to 
preferve , and defend the King’s Majefty’sPerfon, 
and Authority, in the prefervation and defence 
of the true Religion , and Liberties of the King- 
doms ; that the World may bear Witnefs , with 
our Confciences, of our Loyalty; and that we 
have no thoughts or intentions to diminiih his 
MajeftyV juft power , and greatnefs. 

4. “ We fhall alfo, with all faithfulnefs, endeavour 
the difcovery of all fuch as have been , or ffiall be 
Incendiaries, Malignants, or evil Inftrumentrs , 
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j o o K “ by hindering the Reformation of Religion, divi* 
Vli. “ ding the King from his People , or one of the King- 
“ doms from another, or making any Fadions or 
“ Parties among the People, contrary to this League 
“ and Covenant ; that they may be brought to 
** public Trial, and receive condign punifhment, 

as the degree of their Offences fhall require or 
“ deferve ; or the fupreme Judicatories of both King- 
“ doms refpedively, or others having power from 
“ them for that effed , fhall judge convenient. 

5. “ And whereas the happinefs of a bleffed Peace 
“ between thefe Kingdoms, denied in former times 
“ to our Progenitors, is by the good Providence of 
“ God granted unto Us, and hath been lately con- 
“ eluded and fettled by both Parliaments, we fhall, 
“ each one of Us, according to our places and in- 
“ tercfl, endeavour, that they may remain con- 
" joined in a firm Peace and Union to all Pofterity, 
“ and that juftice may be done upon the wilful Oppo- 
“ fers thereof, in manner cxprelfed in the precedent! 
“ Articles. 

6. “ We fhall alfo, according to our places and 
“ callings , in this Common Caufe of Religion , 
“ Liberty, and Peace of the Kingdoms, aflift and 
“ defend all thofc that enter into this League and 
“ Covenant, in the maintaining and purfuing there- 
** of; and fhall not fuffer ourfelves, diredly or in- 
“ diredtly^, by whatfoever combination, perfuafion, 
“ or terror , to be divided , and withdrawn from 
“ this bleffed Union and Conjunction , whether to 
“ make defection to the contrary part, or to give 

ourfelves to a dettflablc Indifference or Neutrality 
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tf in this Caufe, which fo much conccrneth the book 
“ Glory of God, the Good of the Kingdoms, and vil. 

“ the Honor of the King; but (hall, all the days of 
“ our lives , zealoully and conftantly continue thcre- 
“ in, againft all oppofition , and promote the fame 
according to our power, againft all Lets and Im- 
“ pediments whatfoever. And what We are not able 
4t ourfelves to fupprefs, or overcome. We (hall 
“ reveal , and make known , that it may be timely 
prevented or removed; all which We lhalldoas 
“ in the fight of God. 

“ And bccaufe thefe Kingdoms are guilty of many 
“ Sins, and Provocations againft God, and his 
“ Son JefusChrift , as is too manifeft by our prefenC v 
“ diftreffes and dangers, the fruits thereof ; We 
“ profefs and declare , before God, and the world, 

“ our unfeigned defire to be humbled for our own 
tc Sins, and for the Sins of thefe Kingdoms; efpe- 
“ cially, that We have not, as we ought, valued 
“ the ineftimable benefit of the Gofpel, that We 
“ have not labored for the purity, and power there- 
“ of; and that We have not endeavoured to receive 
“ Chrift in our hearts, nor to walk worthy of him in 
“ our lives , which are the caufes of other Sins and 
“ Tranfgreflions To much abounding amongft Us: 

“ And our true, and unfeigned purpofe, defire, 

“ and endeavour for ourfelves, and all others under 
“ our power and charge, both in public and in pri- 
“ vate, in all duties We owe to God and Man, to 
“ amend our lives, and each one to go before another 
1“ in the example of a real Reformation ; that the > 

“ Lord may turn away his wrath and heavy indigna- 
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o o K “ tion, and eftablilh thcfe Churches and Kingdoms 

Vii. “ in Tiuthand Peace. And this Covenant We make 
" in the prefence of Almighty God, the fearcherof 
“ all hearts , with a true intention to perform the 
“ fame, as we (hall Anfwer at that great day, when 
“ the Secrets of fall hearts (hall be difclofed ; mod 
humbly befeeching the Lord, to ftrengthen Us 
“ by his holy Spirit, for this end ; and to biffs our 
“ defircs , and proceedings, with fuch fuccefs , as 
“ may be a deliveranceand fafety to his People , and 
“ encouragement to other Chriftian Churches, 
“ groaning under , or in danger of the Yoke of Anti- 
** Chriftian tyranny, to join in the fame, or like 
“ Affociation and Covenant , to the Glory of God, 
“ the Enlargement of the Kingdom of Jefus Chnft , 
/ “ and the Peace , and Tranquillity of Chriftian 
** Kingdoms and Commonwealths. 

As foon as this folemnicy was over , which was 
concluded by I\lr. Ilenderfon ( rhe foie Ecclefiaftical 
Commifllnncr from the Kingdom of Scotland) who 
magnified what they had done, and affured them 
w of great fuccefs after it , by the experience of that 
“ Nation , who, from their Union in their firft Co- 
“ venant, found nothing hard they propofed to 
“ themfelves and told them, “that were that Cove- 
“ nant now painted upon the Wall within the Pope’s 
“ Palace, it would doubtlefs put him into Beljhaz- 
“ zar ’ s quaking condition ; the Speaker' and Com* 
“ mons ( havingfirft fet their hands t6 the Covenant, 
after they had taken it) returned to their Houfe, 
and obferving , that many of their Members were 
that day abfent , the caufe whereof was eafy to be 
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gurffed, they ordered, “that, as foon as they came book 
“ into the Houfe , the Covenant (hould be tendered VII. 

“ to them, and whofoever refufed to take it, fliould 
“ be proceeded againft, as a difaffe&ed Perfon , in 
“ fuch manner as the Houfe fliould think fit. 

They farther made a fpecial Order , “ that all the The Co»e»tnt 
“ Miniftersof Parilh Churches within London , and °'^"*jj y ,ohe 
“ Weflminjler , the Suburbs, and the whole line ofoiher,. efpe. 
“ Communication , fliould read and explain the by the 
“ Covenant to their feveral Congregations , and ftir 
“ them up, the next Faft -day, to the cheerful taking 
“ of it : and particular care was taken , that all the 
“ Students of the Inns of Court fliould be perfuaded 
“ to receive it.” But over and above thefe general * 
diredlions, there was a particular ceremony, and 
application to recommend this Covenant to the City, < 
and Corporation of London , and another ufe to be 
made of it. The Covenant was not only to bring , 
but to keep Men together ; and the taking it had only 
inclined the Scots to march to their Alfiftance ; they 
were to have one hundred thoufand pounds Advan- 
ced to them, and paid at Edinborough , before they 
could ftir; and how to advance this great Snm , was 
noteafy to refolve. All their Ordinances for levying 
of Money were expired ; their lfliies and Difburfe- 
raents fo vaft, that no income was fufficient; their 
Exchequer was exhaufted , and even their Public 
Faith Bankrupt: fuch Anticipations upon all kind 
of receipts, for Monies borrowed , and already fpent 
that they had no Capital for future Security. 

The Judicature of the Houfe of Peers ( though ' 
ttieir Number was but ten , for there was no more at 
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book the Sentence of Juflice Berkeley ) had helped them all 
Vli. they could. Juftice Berkeley , who had been commit- 
ted by them to the Tower, ffiortly after the begin- 
ning of the Parliament , upon a Charge of High- 
Treafon , and fmee the beginning of the War , per- 
mitted to fit as foie Judge in the King’s Bench , one 
whole Ierm, was now brought to Judgment; and 
by their Lordfhips lined the Sum of twenty thoufand 
pounds, and made incapable of any place of Judica- 
ture; and upon abatement of half, and his Liberty, 
he paid the other ten thoufand pounds together , to 
i thofe Pcrfons they appointed to receive it ; which , 
fince all fines are due to the King alone, and cannot 
be difpofed but by him, many thought a greater 
crime than that for which he was fentenced. Baron 
Trevor , who was fined for the fame Offeuce , and 
fuffered (lill to continue the fame Office , in which 
he had committed his mifdemeanour , yielded them 
as much more. But thefe petty Sums were difpofed 
before they were received , and were but fmall drop* 
to quench the great drought they fuflained : fo that 
the reputation and fecurity of this Covenant, was, 
amongft other Ufes, to bring in Money too. 

Tp that purpofe, a Committee of Lords and Com- 
mons, with fome of their Divines of the AfTembly, 
was fent to the Guild-Hall, where the Mayor had 
called a Common-Council for their reception, to re- 
commend to them, the wonderful advantage and 
“ ftrength their Party fliould gain by taking, and 
being united in this Covenant, and the defperate 
* condition they were like to be in without it: If 
** the Scois came not to their Affiftance, which , 
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tt without this obligation, they could not do, they book 
“ were in danger to be overwhelmed by the Enemy ; Til. 

“ or at lead to make a difadvantageous and dilho- 
“ norable Peace with them ; \vhich yet they could 
“ not tell how it would be obferved and kept. On 
“ the other hand, by this famous acccflion of drength 
“ of a whole Nation, they fhould undoubtedly be 
“ able to mader the War, and to make thofe who 
“ had been the Caufers of it, defray the Charge; 

and fo all the Public debts being difeharged out of 
“ the Edates of Delinquents and Malignants, the 
“ Kingdom would not beat all impoverilhed , and 
“ the Peace, which fhould hereafter be made with 
“ the King, would be fure to be inviolably obferved 
“ by the drength of this Union; and therefore that 
“ it could not be purchafed at too dear a rate. 

“It was,” they laid, “ neither Covetoufnefs, nor 
w want of Affcidion, and Zeal to their Relief, that 
“ the Scots, who took Their Caufe to heart as their 
“ own, defired an Advance of Money before they 
“ drew their Army into England, but pure Neceffity, 

“ and the Poverty of that Kingdom , already ex- 

* hauded by their late expeditions, andkeeping their 
“ Soldiers together for the good of This. And if 
“ there had been Money enough in that Country to 
“ have been procured upon the public Stock and 
“ Revenue, or the Mortgage of private Edates, to 
“ which all Men were forward for the Public Good, 

“ their Love to their Brethren here was fuch , that 
“ they would neither have afked, not received Mo- 

<c ney for their Adidance, after it had proved effeo < 

* tual ; much lefs, before the yielding it. ForEvi*- 
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Book « dence of which frank and Brotherly Inclination, 
TI1 * ** they freely offered the Engagement of their own 
“ Kftates , for the repayment of the Money that 

* fhould be advanced:” which was tHe firft time, 
that ever Land in Scotland had been offered for fecu- 
rity of Money borrowed in the City of London. In 
the end, they very devoutly extolled the Covenant, 
magnified the ScottiJJi Nation , with all imaginable 
Attributes of Efleem and Reverence, “ a Nation that 
44 had engaged itfelf to God in a higher way, in a 
“ more extraordinary way, than any Nation this day 
“ upon the face of the Earth had done; a Nation, 
<f that had reformed their lives for fo fmall a time, 
* c more than ever any People, that they knew of, 
“ in the world had done; a Nation, that-God had 
“ honored by giving as glorious Succefs unto, as 

* ever he did unto any : ” and very earneftly defired 
the Loan of a hundred thoufand Pounds. The Rhe- 
toric and the Zeal prevailed; and hundred thou- 
fand pounds was promifed, and fhortly provided, 
and fent to Edinborough ; and the Aflurance of the 
Scots coming fo full, that they were looked upon as 
Matters of Ncw-Cajlle already. Withfuchan alacrity 
all thefe things were tranfaded. 

That Violent Party in the Parliament, which never 
intended any Peace with the King, and had more 
defperate Mutations in their purpofes, than they 
avowed , even amongft thofe, who concurred with 
them in all they defired, did not think themfelves 
fecure in the Aflfedion of the People, nor in thofe 
who had the greateftTruft in their Affairs. They 

had feen the great Changes in the Houfes, in the 
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City, and in the Country, upon their late ill Suc- 
cess, the Defeat of Waller , and the lofs of Briflol: 
and though the Earl of EJfex ftill adhered to them, 
yet they faw he was notipleafed, nor favored one 
of thofe Men upon whom they mofl depended; 
but, on the contrary, all who were countenanced 
by Him, or in His confidence, were Men of fuch 
Principles as they liked not, or who defired no other 
Alterations, in the Court or Government, but only 
of the Perfons whoAded in it: therefore they had 
taken an opportunity, in the greateft dejedion of 
Spirit, and when they looked upon themfelves a* 
near fwallowed up bv the King’s Power, to move 
“ that they might fend imo Scotland to their Brethren 
“ there, to join with them,- and to affifl them with 
“ an Army, that they might, by fuch a Conjundion, 
“ have a Support, to make them fo confiderable, 
“ as to be Treated with, and to receive Conditions 
“ which might preferve them from ruin:” which 
Propofuion, being for fo Common an Intereft and 
Benefit, had received a General concurrence; and 
fo that Committee of both Houfes had been fent into 
Scotland , to put them in mind “ of their joint con- 
“ cernment, and how impoffible it would be, for 
“ the Scots long to enjoy the great Conceffions they 
<c had obtained from the King, when the Parliament 
“ of England , by whofe Friendfhip, Power-, and 
* c Authority they had obtained them, ftiould be op. 
“ preffed, and forced to yield to fuch Conditions for 
“ their particular prefervation, as the King would 
u think fit to give them.” But they were not a little 
ftartled , when they found this Meflage had obliged 
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book them to a prefent expenfe of a hundred thoufand 
Til, pounds, before there was any vifible Relief given 
them ; and faw themfelves involved in new obliga- 
tions of Guilt , and to purpofes they really never 
intended. 

There hath been fcarce any thing more wonderful 
throughout the Progrefs of thefe Diftradtions, than 
that this Covenant did with fuch extraordinary ex- 
pedition, pafs the twoHoufcs, when all the Leading 
Perfons in thofc Councils, were at the fame time 
• known to be as great Enemies to Prefbytery (the 
Eftablifliment whereof was the main end of this Co- 
venant) as they were to the King or the Church. 
And He who contributed mod to it, and, in truth, 
was the Principal Contriver of it, and the Man by 
whom the Committee in Scotland was entirely, and 
ftupidly governed, Sir Harry Fane the Younger, was 
not afterwards more known to abhor the Covenant, 
and the Prefbyterians, than he was at that very time 
known to do, and laughed at them then, as much as 
ever he did afterwards. 

He was indeed a Man of extraordinary Parts, a 
pleafantWit, a great Underftanding, which pierced 
into, and difcerned the purpofes of other Men with 
wonderful Sagacity, whilft he had Himfelf vultum 
claufum, that no Man could make a guefs of what 
he intended. He was of a Temper not to be moved, 
and of rare diffimulation, and could comply when 
it was not feafonable to contradid , without lofing 
ground by the condefcenfion ; and if he were not 
fuperior to Mr. Hdmbden, he was inferior to no other 
Man , in all myflerious Artifices. There need no 
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•lore be faid of his Ability, than that he was chofcn 
to cozen , and deceive a whole Nation which was 
thought to excel in craft and cunning: which he 
did with notable pregnancy and dexterity, and pre- 
vailed with a People, that coukf not otherwife be 
prevailed upon than by advancing their Idol Prefby- 
tery, to facrifice their Peace, their Intereft, and their 
Faith, to the ereding a Power and Authority thae 
refolved to perfecute Prefbytery to an Extirpation; 
and, in procefs of time, very near brought their pur- 
pofc to pafs. 

The Nation of Scotland , in general, had been fo 
fully fatisfied in all that they could pretend to defire, 
that they were very well difpofed to be Spedators 
of what was done in England, without engaging 
themlelves in the Quarrel; and though there were 
fomc powerful Men amongft them , whofe Guilt 
would not fuffer them to believe that they could be 
otherwife fecure, than by the King’s want of Power 
to call them to Juftice, ,<yet their Number was not 
thought fo great, as to be able to corrupt the People 
into a bare-faced Ad of Rebellion: nor had they 
any fuch face of Authority, as to invite them to it. 
Without a Parliament, they could not propofe it; 
the King had abfolutely refufed to call a Parliament, 
and it was yet above a Year to come, before a Par- 
liament could be AfTembled without the King's Con- 
fent; and in that time, the King might have the 
better of his Enemies. However, the Commilfioners 
of the Parliament had not been long at Edinborough, 
before they prevailed with the Council to call a Par- 
liament; which Duke Hamilton , and others, wh® 
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pretended great devotion to the King, and were of 
the Council, had promifed the King to oppofe, and 
faid “ they were powerful enough to prevent it. ” 
When it came to the point, Duke Hamilton , being 
one way or other,, perfuaded himfelf, perfuaded 
others, “ that the abfolute refufal to fuffer a Parlia- 

* ment to be called, would not quiet the Debate, 
“ nor fertfre the King, but more enflame thofe who 
“ defired it; who would take fome other time, when 
“ many of them who oppofed it fhould be abfent, 

to propofe it; and fo would carry it: and that 
“ therefore they were better be abfent at fiift. where- 
“ by the others might, without oppofition, fend 
** out their Summons for a Parliament to Affemble, 

* at theday they thoughtfit ; and that, as they who 
“ would ferve the King would not be there, fo they 

* fhould prevail with as many others as they could, 
ct not to be there likewife; whereby the number 
“ which appeared, would be fo inconfiderable, that 
“ they would not dare to fit, but perfedly difperfe ; 
“ and this difappointment would for ever quafh that 

* defign, and render thofe who advifed it, odious 
<c to the People; as IVlen who defired illegally to 
“ engage the Nation in unjuftifiable ways, to difturb 

* the public Peace. ” 

A Summons was accordingly fent out to call a 
Parliament, to meet at a day appointed ; before which 
time, thofe of the Nobility and Gentry, who did 
really defire to ferve the King, applied themfelves to 
Duke Hamilton { whofe advice and orders, the King 
himfelf had required them to obferve ; unhappily 
ftill believing him to be faithful ) to know what they 
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fliould do: many of the principal of them declaring book 
their opinions to him, “ that they fhonld take an vn. 

K opportunity to meet together, and bring their 
n hriends with them, whereby they might make a 
** good Body ofHorfe, andfo, with their Arms in 

* their hands, they would declare againft the Lega- 

* lity of that Parliament, and the meeting in it:” 
and named a fit opportunity to him for fuch a meet- 
ing at the Funeral of a Lady, which was to be 
within fome days, when, according to thecuftom 
of that People, great Numbers of Perfons of Quality 
ufe to Affemble, to do Honor to the dead in the laft 
obfequies. He told them, “ he believed, it mtift 
" come fliortly to that remedy, but conceived it not 
K yet time, and that fuch a meeting would frighten 
a the People, and increafe the Number in Parlia- 
a ment, and make many refort to them for their 

“ directions. ” He likewife faid, “ he had changed / 

“ his former opinion, concerning their own being 
n abfent at that time of the meeting of the Parliament, 

" fince their mere abfence would not be difcounten- 

* ance enough, and that they who fat, would carry 

* the Reputation of a Parliament, and the People 
c * would be guided by them, if there were nothing 

* but their abfence to work upon their inclinations, 

“ and affedlions. ” 

He propofed therefore to them, “that they would 
“ all refolve to be prefent , and take their places ; and 
“ that, when the Houfe fliould be fat , andanylVlan 
“ fliould ftand up to propofe the taking any bufinefs 
“ into confideration , [the Duke] would firft make 
ll his Proteftation againft proceeding in fa illegal a 
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“ Convention, and then They fhould all make thd 
** fame Proteftation ; and he did hope , that the 
“ Number of the Protefters would be great enough 
“ to diffolve the meeting ; and thus they fhould put 
“ thebeflend to the matter that could bedefired: but 
“ if it fhould fucceed otherwife, then would be the 
“ time to withdraw and put themfclves in Arms ; to- 
“ wards which he would make the beft preparation 
“ he could; and defired Them to do the like.” The 
Earl of Kinoul , and fome others, made exception 
againft this Expedient, and preffed the former meet- 
ing at the Funeral , till the Duke told them, “ the 
“ King liked the other way better and pulled a 
Letter out of his Pocket, which he had received 
from his Majefty, and read them fo much of it, as 
contained his Approbation , “ that they fhould meet 
“ in the Parliament in which determination they 
could not butacquiefce, though they thought at the 
fame time, that his Majefty was betrayed. 

The Parliament met at the day; and Duke //a- 
millon, according to his promife , took an opportu- 
nity to fay fomewhat that feemed to imply a Protefta- 
tion againft the meeting; upon which, many of the 
Lords , who had been always moft engaged againft 
the King, were very warm ; and demanded, “ that 
® he fhould declare himfelf clearly , whether he did 
** Proteft againft the Parliament j” whereupon his 
Brother the Earl of Lanrick , who was Secretary of 
State to the King, flood up. and faid , “ that he 
“ hoped, that Noble Lord’s Affe&ion to his Country 
C£ was better known, than that any Man could ima- 

* giue he would Proteft againft the Parliament of the 

Kingdom;” ' 
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* Kingdom;’’ and then the Duke explained, and b 0 6 tf 

excufed himfelf ; and faid, “ he meant no fuch thing: vn. 

“ and fo they declared , they would Treat with the 
w Commiffioners, who were fent from the Parlia- 

* ment of England? and appointed Commiffioners 
for that purpofe. 

Some are of opinion , that, even at this time, they 
did not intend to engage in the War againfi: the King; 
but that, as a few Men cozened the Parliament 
Wejlminjler, by perfuading them, “ that they defired 

* only a Safe Peace, till, by multiplication of Indig- 
ties , they made it impoffible to make of Peace that 
would appear fafe; fo there was as fmall a Number in 
Scotlanl , that over-reached the Parliament there, by 
perfuading, “ that they never intended to do any 

11 thing againft the King , but that it would be too •• 

* ungrateful a thing, and render them very odious 
“ to the whole Englijh Nation, if, after they had 
“ received fo many obligations from the Parlia- 
“ ment there , to whofe protedion they owed their 
“ Religion, and all that they enjoyed, they ffiould 
“ Tefufe fo much a* ta Treat with them, and toaffift 
“ them, by their interpofition, to procure a good 
“ Peace for them with the King ; which would be a 
“ great Honor to them; and would*be as great an 
4 * obligation to his Majefty, as to the Parliament.’" 

That this was all that was in their thoughts ; and that 

, they would avoid any Engagement in a War. not by 
rejeding the Propofition , but by making fuch de- 
mands, as they knew well would never be accepted 
by the Parliament at Wcflminjlcr. T hereupon they 
told. the Commiffioners from that Parliament, “ that it 
Vol. VI. ' V 



.1 

•• 

15V 

Hil 

& 

* 

« , 
* 


% 

k 

t 





i? 

r* 

h 


s' 

V 
♦ . 

{ 

4 . 

t 

. 

J 

>• 

<* 

, ; 

s 

. 

t 

■■i 

l 

\ 

i 


1 : 


39* THE HISTORY 

book ** would be impofllble to engage their Nation in a’ 
Vtl. “ joint concurrence with them , againft the King, 
“ but by the Influence and Authority of their Kirk; 
“ and that it would be as impoffible to procure the 
“ Confent of their Kirk, except by making it evident 
“ to them, that the Government of the Church in 
“ England , fhould be reduced to the fame model with 
“ Theirs in Scotland ; and that Epifcopacy fhould be 
“ totally extirpated ; and that Deans and Chapters , 
“ fhould be utterly abolifhed;” without which, they 
faid, “ they could never think their own Government 
“ fecurely eftabMfhed ; but if fuch a promife might be 
“ folemnly made , their Kirk would be thoroughly 
“ engaged, and the Nation , to a Man', would enter 
“ into the Quarrel.” 

Sir Harry Vane was not furprifed with the Propofi- 
tion, which he had long forefeen, and came refolved 
to pay their own price for their Friendfliip. There- 
upon , as hath been already faid , the Covenant was 
prepared, and other Propofitions made for the pre- 
sent furnifhing a great Sum of Money , to enable 
them to begin their Levies ; and many other extra- 
vagant Conditions propofed on theSco//zy7j part, for 
the payment of the Army, and other vaft expenfes, 
that they did not believe the Coramiflioners would 
yield , or that the Parliament would perform, if they 
were yielded unto. Nothing of Money , or Honor, 
made any delay ; and they came provided with fome 
Letters of Credit , that as little time might be loft as 
was poffible. in making all neceflary preparations. The 
Covenant was the matter of Difficulty; they knowing 
well, that many of their greateft Friends, both in the 
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Parliament, and the Army, bad not any mind to b o o K 
change the Government of the Church ; to which vli. 
the People of England were not generally difaffedled. 

Sir Henry Vane therefore ( who equally hated Epif- 
copaevand Prefbytery, fafe that he wifhed the one 
Abolifhed with much impatience, believing it much 
eafier to keep the other from being Eftablifhed, what- 
ever they promifed, than to be rid of that which was 
fettled in the Kingdom ) carefully confidered the 
Covenant, and after he had altered, and changed 
many expreffions in it, and made them doubtful 
enough to bear many interpretations, he, and his 
fellow - CommiflGoners, figned the whole Treaty; 
whereby it was provided , “ that the Covenant Th« fijt>»*oce 
* fhould be taken throughout all his Majefty’s Do- betw«7the ty 
minions; that a Committee of the Scots fhould E»giish com. 
“ always fit with the Clofe Committee at IVeJl- 
mlnfler for the carrying on of the War, with equal 
“ Authority; that there fhould be no Treaty of 
“ Peace with the King , without the joint confent 
“ of the Parliaments of both Kingdoms; " and many 
other particulars, very derogatory to the Honor of > 

the Englijli Nation ; and with all poflible expedition 
lent it to the Clofe Committee at Wcflminjler ; in 
the time of their confternation, and before the relief 
of Glocefler-, which tranfmitted it prefently back to 
them, allowed and confirmed. 

And thereupon the Parliament at Edinborough % 
refolved to raife a great Army, and to invade Eng- 
land ; and their old General Lefley , who had fo fo- 
lemnly promifed the King, not only “ never to bear TheiMCc 
r ‘ Arms againfl him , but to Serve him, let the Caufe 
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*} be what it would, ” without any hefitation ua* 
dertook the Command of it. All this time, Duke 
Hamilton looked on, and foraetimes'fat with them; 
and when the firft Proclamation was prepared , in 
the King’s Name, for a General Rendezvous of all 
Men , from fuch an Age to fuch an Age , at fuch a 
time and place, that fo their Army might be pre- 
fently formed , the Earl, of Lanrick put the King’s 
Signet, with the keeping whereof he was trufted , 
to the faid Proclamation: and all this being done, 
both the Brothers left Scotland , to give the King an 
Account at Oxford of all the Proceedings : Many 
of the Nobility of that Kingdom, who did heartily 
wiflj well to the King, being gone from thence, after 
the firft day’s meeting of their Parliament (when the 
Duke had broken his promife to them ) and informed 
his Majefty at large of that which They thought 
foul Infidelity. 

The Difcompofures, Jcaloufies, and Difgufts, 
which reigned at Oxford , produced great Inconve* 
niences; and as, many times. Men in a Scuffle lofe 
their Weapons, and light upon thofe which belonged 
to their Advcrfai^es, who again Arm themfelves 
with thofe which belonged to the others, fuch, one 
would have thought, had been the Fortune of the 
King’s Army in the Encounters with the Enemies.; 
for thofe under the King’s Commanders grew in- 
fenfibly into all the Licence, Diforder, and Impiety, 
with which they had reproached the Rebels ; and 
They, into great Difcipline, Diligence, and So- 
briety; which begot Courage and Refolution in 
them , and notable dexterity in Achievements and . 
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Enterprifes. Infomuch as one fide feemed- to Fight door 
for Monarchy, with the Weapons of Confufion , yii. 
and the other to deftroy the King and Government, 
with all the Principles and Regularity of Monarchy. 

In the beginning of the Troubles, the King had 
very prudently refolved with himfelf , to- confer no 
Honors , or bellow any Offices or Preferments upon 
any, till the end and conclufion of the Service; and 
if that Refolution had continued, He would have' 
found much eafe by it, and his Service great Advan- 
tage. TheNeceffity and Exigents of the War, fhort- 
ly after, made fome breach into this feafonable refo- 
lution, and, for ready Money to carry on the War, 
his Majefty was compelled, againft his Nature, to 
tlifpenfe fome favors , which he would not willingly 
have fuffered to be purchafed , but by Virtue and 
high Merit. Then all Men thought Money and 
Money-worth to be all one; and that whofoever, 
by his Service , had. deferved a Reward of Money, 
had deferved any thing that might be had for Money. 

And when it was apparent, that the War was like 
to prove a bufinefs of time, it was thought unrea- 
fonable, that the King fhould not confer rewards on 
Some, which he was able to do, becaufe he could 
not do it on All, which was confelTedly out of his 
power. And fo, by importunity, and upon the 
Title of old Prorwifes, and fome conveniences of 
his Service , he bellowed Honors upon fome prin- 
cipal Officers of his Army, and Offices upon others; 
to which, though, in the particulars, no juft excep- 
tions could be taken , yet many were Angry to fee 
fome preferred ,, and not fo much extolling their 
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x o o ■ own merit and fervice, as making it equal to thofe 
VII. whom they faw advanced, every Man thought 
himfelf neglected and flighted, in that another was 
brtter eftecraed. 

And this Poifon of Envy wrought upon many 
Natures , which had fkill enough not to confefs it : 

The Soldiers , albeit they were emulous amongfl; 
themfelves, and very unfatisfied with one another 
( there being unhappy Animofities amongft the Prin- 
cipal Officers ) yet they were too well united, and 
reconciled againftany other Body of Men ; and thin- 
king the King’s Crown depended wholly on the 
fortune of Their Swords, believed no other Perfonx 
to be confiderable , and no Councils fit to be con- 
fulted with , but the Martial ; and thence proceeded 
a fatal difrefpeCt and irreverence to the Council of , 

State , to which , by the wholefome Conftitution of 
the Kingdom , the Militia , Garrifons , and all 
Martial poweris purely, and naturally Subordinate; 
and by the Authority , and prudence whereof , Pro- 
vifion could be only rcafonably expeCted, for th« 
countenance and fupport of the Army. 

The General, and Prince Rupert, were both Stran- 
gers to the Government and Cuftom of the King- 
dom , and utterly unacquainted with the Nobility, 
and the King's Minifters, or with their Rights: and 
the Prince’s heart was fo wholly fet upon Actions of 
War, that he not only negleded , but tpo much 
contemned the peaceable and civil Arts, which were 
moft neceflary even to the carrying on of the other. 

And certainly, fomewhat like that which Plutarch 
fays of the Roman Auguries, "that Qtiavius loft 
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* his Life by truftingtothera, and that Marius prof- g 0 0 k \ 
“ percd the better, becaufe he did not altogether vil. 

“ defpife them, may be faid of Popularity though 
he that too immoderately , and importunately affeds 
it (which was the cafe of the Earl of Ejfex) will 
hardly continue innocent ; yet he who too affededly 
defpifes, or negleds what is faid of him, or what is 
generally thought of Perfons , or Things, and too 
Stoically contemns the AfFedions of Men, even of 
Vulgar ( be his other Abilities and Virtues as great 
as can be imagined ) will , in fome conjuncture of 
time, find himfelf very unfortunate. And it may be, 
a better reafon cannot be afligned for the misfortunes 
that hopeful young Prince ( who had great parts of 
mind , as well as Vigor of Body, and an incorr.pa- 
> sable perfonal Courage ) underwent, and the King- 

dom thereby, than that unpolilbed roughnefs of his 
Nature; which rendered him lefs patient to hear, 
and confequently lefs fleilful to judge of thofe things, 
which fhould have guided him in the difeharge of 
his important Truft : and making’an unfkilful judge- 
ment of the unufefulnefs of the Councils, by his ob- 
fervation of the infirmities and weaknefs of fome 
particular Counfellors , he grew to a full difefteem 
of the Ads of that Board ; which muft ever be ref. '! 

peded, as long as the Regal Power is exercifcd in 1 

England. '■] 

1 cannot but , on this occafion, continue this di. fj 

greffion thus much farther, to obferve, that they 
who avoid public Debates in Council, or think 
them of no moment , upon undervaluing the Per- 
sons of fome Counfellors, and from the particular 
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book infirmities of the Men, the heavinefs of this Man-, ' 
v». , the Levity of another, the weaknefs and fimplicity 

of a third , conclude, that the advice and opinions 
of Many are no: requifite to any great defign, are 
exceedingly deceived ; and will pernicioufiy deceive 
others who are milled by thofe conclufioni. For it is 
in Wifdom, as it is in Beauty, a face that, being 
taken in pieces, affords fcarce one exadt feature, an 
eye, oi a nofe , ora tooth , or a brow » oramouth, 

/ againft which a vifible juft exception may not be 
taken, yet altogether, by a gracefulnefs and vivacity 
in the whole, may conftitute an excellent Reauty, 
and be more charming than another, whofe Sym- 
metry is more faultlefs; fo there are many Men, 
whom one particular Argument , may be unfkilful, 
in another a Sidled , who may feem to have fome 
L-.-vity, and Vanity, or Formality, in ordinary and 
cut lory Converfation (a very crooked Rule to mea- 
ftire any Man’s Abilities, as giving a better Meafure 
of the Humor, than of the Unde.rftanding) and yet 
* in formed Counfels., Deliberations, and Tranfac- 
tions , are Men exf great Infight, and Wifdom, and 
from whom excellent Alfiftance may be contributed. 

No Queftion , all gieat Enterprifes , andDefigns, 
that are to be executed , have many parts, even in 
the projection , fit for the Survey and Difquifition of 
feveral faculties and Abilities, equally for the deci- 
cifion of fharper , and more phlegmatic Underftand- 
ings And We often hear, in Debates of great Mo* 
ment , Animadverfions of more weight, and confe- 
quence, from thofe whofe ordinary converfation 
may not be fo delightful, than from Men of more 
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fublime parts. Certainly Solomon well underflood B 
himfelf , when he laid, hi the Multitude oj Couijellors 
there is Jofety. And though it be confefled, that reafon 
would be better difeovered , and flated , and right 
conclufions eafier made by a few, than by a greater 
Number, yet when the Execution depends on many, 
and the general interpretation fo much depends oil 
the Succefs, and the Succefs on the Interpretation , 
We fee thofe Counfels ufually mod profperous , 
whereof the confiderations, and deliberations, have' 
been meafured by that Standard which is mod pub. 
licly acknowledged , and received. He has had but 
fmall Experience in the managing Affairs , who is 
not able experimentally to name to himfelf, fome 
very good and ufeful conclufions , which have there- 
fore only mifcarried , becaufe they were not commu- 
nicated to thofe, who thought they had reafon to 
believe themfelves competent parties to the Secret. 

T here was .feldom ever yet that public-hcartednefs 
funk into the breads of Men, as to be long willing 
to be left out in thofe tranfaidions /to the privacy 
whereof they had a right. And therefore Men have 
been often willing enough, any fingle Advice fhould 
mifearry , of whatfoever general Concernment , ra- 
ther than contribute to the fame of fome One man, 
who has thought Their Approbation not worth the 
providingfor. And though the Advantage of fecrecy 
and defpatch, feems to favor a fmall Number of 
Counfellors, yet (except in fome few cafes, which 
in their own Nature are to be both confulted , and 
aided together, and the full Execution whereof may 
be by a few) I am not fure that the inconveniency 
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o o K will be greater by the neceflary delays , occafioned 

VII. by the Number, or even by fuch a difcovery , as 
may be fuppofed to proceed from the Levity of any 
of them, than by wanting the Approbation, and 
Concurrence ofthofe, who will unavoidably know t 
it foon enough to add to , or take from the Succefs , 
atleall the Reputation, of any public bufinefs. Much 
of the Negligence, and Difrefped towards the Civil 
Councils , proceeded from thefe unhappy Caufes. 

For as all Corporations, Tribes, and Fraternities, 
fuffer moll by the malignity of fome of their own 
Members ; fo the Jealoufy , and Indifpofition of 
fome Counfellors, contributed much to the difre- 
gard which fell upon the Order ; and in Them , 
upon the King. 

Among thofe who were next the King’s Truft, > 

and to whom he communicated the greateft Secrets 
in his Affairs, there were fome, who from private, 
though very good, conditions of life, without fuch 
an application to Court as ufually ufhered in thofe 
promotions, were afeended to that preferment ; and 
were believed to have an equal Intereft with any, 
in their Matter’s eftimation. Thefe were fure to 
find no more Charity from the Court, than from the 
Army; and they having had lately fo many equals 
it was thought no prefumption, freely to cenfure all 
they did, or fpoke ; what effed foever fuch freedom 
had upon the public Policy and Tranfadions. It 
were to be wiflied, that Perfons of the greateft Birth, 

Honor, and Fortune, would take that care of thera- 
felves by Education, Induftry, Literature, and a 
Jove of Virtue, to furpafs all other Men in Know* 
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ledge, and all other Qualifications, neceflary for great 
Adions, as far as they do in Quality and Titles ; that 
Princes, out of Them, might always chufelVlenfit 
for all Employments, and high Truds; which would 
exceedingly advance their Service ; when the repu- 
tation and refped of the Perfon carries fomewhat 
with it, that facilitates the bufinefs. And it cannot 
eafily be expreffed, nor comprehended by any who 
have not felt the weight, and burden of the Envy, 
which naturally attends upon thofe promotions , 
which feem to be per Sallum , how great draits and 
difficulties fuch Miniders are forced to wredle with, 
and by which the Charges, with which they are 
intruded , mud proportionably fuffer, let the Inte- 
grity and Wifdom of the Men, be what it can be 
fuppofed to be. Neither is the patience, and dexte- 
rity, 10 carry a Man through thofe draits, eafily 
attained; it being very hard, in the morning of pre- 
ferment, to keep an even temper of mind, between 
the care to preferve the dignity of the place commit- 
ted to him ( without which he fhall expofe himfelf 
to a thoufand rude attempts, and difhonor the judge- 
ment that promoted him , by appearing too mean 
for fuch a Trud ) and between the caution, that his 
Nature be not really exalted to an overweening pride * 
and folly, upon the privilege of his great place; 
which will expofe him to touch more contempt, than 
the former; and therefore is, with a more exard 
Guard, to be avoided : the Errors of gentlenefs and 
civility, being much more eafily reformed as well as 
endured, than the other of arrogance and odentation. 

The bed provifion that fuch Men can make for 
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book their Voyage, befules a tailing (lock oflunocency, 
Vii, and a firm Confidence in God Almighty, that he 
will never fuffer that Innocency to be utterly op. 
prcffcd, or notorioufly defamed, is, an expedation 
of thofe Gulls and Storms of Rumor, Detraction, 
and Envy; and a Refolution not to be over- fenfiblc 
of ail Calumnies , Unkindnefs, or Injuftice; but to 
believe, that, by being Preferred before other Men, 
they have an obligation upon them, to Suffer more 
than other Men would do; and that the bed way 
to convince Scandals, and Mifreports, is, by neg- 
lecting them, to appear not to have deferved them. 
There is not a more troublefome paffion, or that 
often draws more inconveniences with it, than that 
which proceeds from the indignation of being un- 
jullly calumniated, and from the pride of an upright 
Confcience; when Men cannot endure to be fpoken 
ill of, if they have not deferved it: in which diftem- 
per, though they Ihould free themfelves from the 
Errors, or Infirmities, with which they were tradu- 
ced, they commonly difeover others, of which they 
had never been fufpeded. In a word, letnohoneft 
Man that is once entered into the lift, think, he can 
by any fkill, or comportment, prevent tbefe Con- 
flicts and Affaults ; or that he can , by any flubborn 
or impetuous Humor, fupprefs, and prevail over 
them : but let him look upon it as Purgatory he is 
unavoidably to pafs through, and depend upon Pro- 
vidence, and time, for a Vindication ; and by con- 
flantly performing all the duties of his place, with 
Juftice , Integrity , and Uprightnefs, give all Men 
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wufe to believe, he was worthy of the firft Honor; 
which is a Triumph very Lawfully to be affe&ed. 

As thefe diftempers, indifpofuions, and infirmities 
of particular Men, had a great influence upon the 
public Affairs, and difturbed and weakened the 
whole frame and fabric of the King’s defign ; fo no 
particular Man was more difquieted by them, than 
the King himfelf ; who , in hi* Perfon , as well as in 
his Bufinefs , fuffered all the Vexation of the rude, 
petulant, and difcontented Humors of Court, and 
Army. His Majefty now paid Intercft for all the 
benefit and advantage, he had received in the be- 
ginning of the W ar, by his gentlenefs, and Princely 
affability to all Men , and by defcending fomewhat 
from the forms of Majefty, which he had, in his 
former Life, obferved with all punctuality. He vouch- 
fafed then himfelf to receive any Addreffes, and 
Overtures for his Service, and to hold difcourfc 
with all Men who brought devotion to him; and 
he muft be now troubled with the complaints, and 
murmurs, and humors of all; and how frivolous, 
and unreafonable foever, the caufe was, his Majefty 
was put both to inform , and temper their Under- 
ftandings. No Man would receive an Anfwer but 
from ffimfelf , and expected a better from him, than 
he muft have been contented to have received from 
any Body elfe. Every Man magnified the Service 
he had done , and his Ability , and Intereft to do 
greater, and propofed Honor and Reward equal to 
both in his own fenfe. And if he received not an 
Anfwer to his mind , he grew fullen , complained , 
“ he was neglected , ” and refolved , or pretended 
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rook fo, “ to quit the Service, and to Travel into fomo 
vn. “ Foreign Kingdom,” He is deceived that believes 
the ordinary Carriage, and State of a King, to be 
matters of indifferency , and of no relation to his 
Greatnefs. They are the Outworks, which preferve 
Majefty itfelf from approaches and furprifal. We 
find that the Queen of Sheba was amazed at the meat 
of Solomon g Table, and the fitting of his Servants, 
and the attendance of his Minifters, and their Ap- 
parel, and his Cup-bearers, tire, asfo great inftances 
of Solomon ' s Wifdom, that there was no more Spirit 
in her. And no doubt, what Prince foever inconft- 
derately departs from thofe forms, and Trappings, 
and Ornaments of his Dignity, and Pre-eminence, 
will hardly, at fome time, be able to preferve the 
body itfelf of Majefty, from intrufion, invafion, 
and violation. .. , • 

^ And let no Man think, that the King had now no 
hard talkto mafterthefe Troubles, and that a Ihort 
and ffiarp blaft of Royal Severity, would eafily have 
difperfed thefe Clouds. TheDifeafe was too violent 
and catching , and the Contagion too Univerfal, to 
be cured by that Remedy ; neither were the fymp- 
toms, or effedts, the fame in all conftitutions. It 
cannot be imagined , into how many feveral fhapes 
Men’s indifpofitions were put, and how many Ar- 
• tifices were ufed to get Honors, Offices, Preferments, 
and the way wardnefs and p'reverfenefs, which atten- 
ded the being difappointed of their own hopes. One 
Man had been named for fuch a place, that is, 
Himfelf and his Friends had given it out , that he • 
Should have it , when, it may be, he was too roodeft; 
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£0 pretend to it; and upon this Vogue he had a 
Title, and if it fbould be conferred upon another, 
it would be a mark of the King’s disfavor to him ; 
and thereby he fliould lofe the Ability, and Credit, 
without which he could do no farther Service. 
Another fuggefted, that his Friends and Companions 
in confort, had all received fomejobligation, and 
if he alone Ihould remain without fome teftimony 
cf favor, it would be a brand upon him of fome 
fignal unworthinefs. No Man was fo hard - hearted 
to himfelf , as not to be able to give a reafon for 
any thing he defired ; and He commonly had beft 
fuccefs, who profecuted his own wilhes with moft 
boldnefs, and importunity; neither was there a 
better , or another reafon for fome Men’s Preferment, 
than that they had fet their hearts upon it, and would 
have it. And it was a great temptation to modeft 
Natures , to find forward Men had fo good Fortune, 
that the want of Succefs begun to be imputed to 
want of Wit. 

I remember about this time, a Perfon of good 
Quality, and of a good Name in Adion, came to 
me very penfive, and told me, “how confcien- 
“ tioufly he had ferved the King, without any pri- 
“ vate defigns, or other thoughts, than the difeharge 
“ of his own Duty, and rendering the performance 

of that Duty acceptable to his Majefty; yet that, 
“ to his unfpeakable difeomfort, he found, he had 
** been raifreprefented to the King, and that his 
“ Majefty had entertained a finifter opinion of him, 
“ and defired me to learn , what the ground of the 
“ prejudice was, and by my good teftimony t« 
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book “ endeavour to remove it.” I had a very good' 
vu. opinion of the Perfon, and believed th.e King had fo, 
and therefore perfuaded him, that the Jealoufy was 
groundlefs, and prefled to know, from whence he 
* received thofe imprellions ; he excufed himfelf in 

the particular, and allured me, “ that he had his 
“ Advertifement from a fure hand , which was to 
“ “ be concealed and not doubted; that, upon my 

“ Inquiry, 1 would find it true, though he could 
not imagine the caufe. Ipromifed him, I would 
“ prefs the King very heartily in it, and if there 
“ were any thing that (luck with him, I prefumed 
“ his Majelly would be fo gracious to let me know 
“ it;” and accordingly , having Ihortly after an op* 
portunity to wait on' his Majelly, I told him the 
true Narrative of what had palled , with my obfer- 
vation of the general comportment of that Gentle- 
man, and befought his Majelly, “ if any ill Offices 
“ had been done him, or that any prejudice towards 
“ him was lodged in his Royal breall, that he would 
“ gracioufly vouchfafe to tell me what it was , and 
“ that he would allow him an Accefs , to clear him- 
“ felf from any imputations. ” The King very cheer* 
fully allured me, “ that he had not only a very good 
“ opinion of that Gentleman , but that he w r as mod 
s “ allured , he had no real fufpicion to the contrary ;” 
and therefore , bid me, “ proceed to the other part 
“ of my bufinefs. ” I told him , “ I had no more , 

“ and that I was fure, lrfiould make a very happy 
“ Man by fatisfying him of what 1 found.” T hen, 
faid the King , “ you are not thoroughly inllruded, 

“ for the other half of this bufinefs mull be a Suit. , 

I replied, 
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I replied, “ if that were fo, I was yet more ignorant BOOK 
'* than I fufpeded myfelf. ” The Gentleman lhortly VII* 
after came to me, in pain, as I thought, with the 
jealoufy of being in Umbrage ; and when I gave 
him pregnant AHurance to the contrary, with the 
mention of fome Expreflions the King had ufed, 
which were indeed very gracious, he feemed to 
receive it with fuch a countenance andgufto, that 
1 verily believed he had Had his heart’s defire. But, 
the next morning, he came to me again, and told 
me, “ that I had made him abundantly happy; and 
“ that he doubted not, there was no juft ground 
** for the other reports , but only the Malice of 
“ thofe whowilhed them true; yet, that they had 
“ leflened his credit abroad, even with his Friends, 

“ and that he found , there was no way to keep up 
” his Reputation, and Intereft in the world, where- 
** by he might be able to do the King Service 
(which was all he looked after) but the receiving 
“ fome teftimony of the King’s good opinion, which 
would be a public evidence that the other dif- 
* 4 courfes were falfe. ” I was furprifed, and as much 
but of countenance, as He fhould have been; and 
advifed him “ to patience, and to eXped the King’* 

“ own time, and method, rather than to quicken 
“ him by any importunity, which would give an ill 
“ relilh to any obligation.” He would not under- 
ftand that Philofophy, but lhortly after found fome 
other means to prefs the King very roundly for a 
place, upon the title of that good opinion he had 
declared to me to hold of him ; not without fome im- 
plication , “ that, without fome fuch earned of his 
Vol. VI. X 
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b o o K “ Majefty’s goodnefs, he (hould not be able tocon- 
yii. “ tinue in his Service;” which probably was one 
of the modefteft AddrefTes, which were made to him 
at that time. And it cannot be denied , this way the 
King’s Trouble was fo great, that he many times 
fufifered more Vexation from the indifpofition, and 
humors of his own People , than from the Enemy, 
or the apprehenfion of their Counfels: which hath 
made me enlarge this digreffion fo much ; conceiving 
it no lefs to be a part of Hiftory, and more ufeful to 
Pofterity, to leave a Chara&er of the times, than of 
the Perfons, or the Narrative of the matters of Fa<fl , 
which cannot be fo well underftood , as by knowing 
the Genius that prevailed when they were tranfa&ed. 

The beft Expedient his Majefly could find to 
difpel thefe fumes, was Motion and Adlion; and 
therefore, though the Seafon of the Year was too 
far fpent, and too many Officers hurt, for the taking 
the Field again , befides that many Regimentsjwere 
returned to their old Ports ( as the IVelJJi to defend 
their own Country from the Incurfions from G/o- 
cejler , and to reduce fome Towns in Ptmbroke/hire , 
which, lying on the Sea, by the help of the Parlia- 
ment-Ships, begun to fortify, and gather ftrength) 
yet he refolved his Forces about Oxford fhould not 
lie ftill. 

In the beginning of Ottober , Prince Rupert, with 
a ftrong Party of Horfe, Foot, and Dragoons, 
marched into Bedfordjhire , and took the Town of 
Bedford % and in it a Party of the Enemy, who ufed 
it only as a ftrong Quarter. This expedition was 
principally to countenance Sir Lewis Dives , whilft 
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he Fortified Newport • Pannel , where he hoped to fix book 
a Garnfon; which would have made a morediredt vii. 
line of communication with the Northern Parts, and 
reflrained the Commerce between London and their 
Affociated Counties; which they well underftood; 
and therefore , upon the firft News of it , the Earl 
of Ejfex removed his head Quarters from Windfor to 
St. Albans , and the Trained - bands of London, and 
their Auxiliary - Regiments, marched again to him 
for his Recruit; upon the advancement whereof, 
and a m [flake of Orders from Oxford , Sir Lewis 
Dives drew off his Forces from Newport-Pannel; and 
the Enemy prefently poffefled themfelves of it, and 
made it a very ufeful Garrifon. Upon which , Prince 
Rupert Fortified Tojjiter , a Town in Northampton. 

/hire, and left a ftrong Garrifon there; which, 
though it infefted the Enemy fomewhat,and took 
great Revenge upon thofe Counties which had ex- 
prclTed a violent Affection to the Parliament, in 
truth, added little flrength to the King; for he loft 
many Horfe by the labor of duty , the greateft part 
of the Body of his Horfe being forced to Quarter 
near that place, for the fecurity of the Foot, till the 
Works about the Town were in fuch a forward- 
nefs, that they needed not fear their Neighbours at 
St. Albans. 

In the mean time , the power of the Parliament The icings 
was lead Manifeft in the Weft, where their Party in ,hc 
was red iced to a lownefs, and confined within nar- 
row limits after the taking of Exeter ; the Gentlemen 
of that County having been generally well devoted 
to the King’s Service, though never able fafely to 
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BOOK declare it, atleaft to appear in a pofture of oppofing 
▼II. the violence of the other Party. Prince Maurice 
found a general concurrence to advance the great 
work, by Levies of Money, Men, and all Office# 
that could be expedled; infomuch as, within very 
few days after the Surrender of that Town , his 
Army of hoot, by the new Levies, contained no 
fewer than feven thoufand Men ( which was a Body 
the Weft had not before feen ) befidcs a Body of 
Horfe, at leaft proportionable to the other; and all 
in excellent Equipage for Adfion. And at the fame 
time , Colonel John Digby was before Plymouth , 
with above three thoufand Foot, and fix hundred 
Horfe, and had taken a work from the Enemy of 
great Importance , called Mount-Slamford in honor 
of that Earl during the time of his abode there, « 

' within half a mile of the Town, and which Com- 
manded fome part of the River; the lofs whereof 
gave the Town a marvellous difoouragement. 

The firft Error the Prince committed after the 
reducing of Exeter, was ftaying too long there be- 
fore he Advanced ; for Vidtorious Armies carry great 
Terror with them, whilft the memory and fame of 
the Vidiory is frelh. The next, that he moved not 
diredlly towards Plymouth , when he did move; 
which , in all probability, would have yielded upon 
his Approach : for the Town was full of diftradtion , 
and jealoufy amongft themfelves, as well as unpro- 
vided for the receptiou of an Enemy. It was a rich 
and populous Corporation, being, in time of Peace, 
the greateft Port for Trade in tbe Weft ; and, except 
£ri/lol, then mere confiderable than all reft. 
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There was in it a Caftle very ftrong towards the Sea, book 
with good Platforms and Ordnance ; and little more Kll. 
than Mufquet-lhot from the Town, was an Uland 
with a Fort in it, much flronger than the Caftle; 
both which were, before the Troubles, under the 
Command of a Captain , with a Garrifon of about 
fifty Men at the moft ; and were only intended for a 
fecurity, and defence of theTown,againftaForeign 
Invafton ; the Caftle and the Ifland together , having 
a good Command of the entrance into the Harbour, 
but towards the Land there was very little ftrength. 

Th is Command was in the hands of Sir Jacob AJhlcy , 

« and as unprovided to expedl, or refill an Enemy, 
as the other Caftles and Forts of the Kingdom; lefs 
for the receiving a Recruit; there being only Ord- 
nance, and Ammunition, without any other Pro- V 
vifions for the fupport of the Soldiers within the 
Walls ; and the Garrifon itfelf being by time , Mar- 
riages, and Trade. Incorporated into the Town, 
and rather Citizens than Soldiers: So that Sir Jacob 
Afliley being fent for to the King, before his fetting 
np his Standard , as foon as there was any appre- 
henlion of a Party for the King in Cornwal, after the 
appearing of Sir Ralph Hopton , andthofe other Gen- 
tlemen there, the Mayor, and Corporation of Ply- 
mouth , quickly got both the Caftle and Ifland into 
their own Power. 

It will be wondered at by many hereafter , that 
thofe , and the like places of Strength in England , 
being under the Command ofPerfons entirely of His ' 
Majefty’s Nomination , were not put into a good 
Pefture of Defence , when it grew firft Evident, * 
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book that there would be fhortly occafion to life them ; for 
VIL according to the old dory in /Elian , that when in 
one of the States of Greece , Micippus' s Sheep brought 
forth a Lion, it was generally, and judly concluded, 
that That portended a Tyranny, and change of the 
State from a Peaceable to a Bloody Government ; fo 
when the two Houfes of Parliament fird produced a 
Sovereign Power, to make, and alter, and fufpend 
Laws, bi fore they railed an Army, or made a Gene- 
ral, or declared War; when that mild and innocent 
Sheep , that Legal regular Convention of a fober 
and moded Count I, had once brought forth that 
Lion which fought whom he might devour, it might 
be eafilv, ami naturally concluded by all wife and 
fobtr Mm, that the blcfTed culm, and temperate 
State nl Government , by which every Man ate the < 

fruit of his own Vine, was at an end; and Rapine, 
t Blood , and Defolanon , to fucceed ; and therefore 
that thofe Holds Aiould, in reafon, have been then 
provided for. 

But 1 (lull fay here once for all , that from the time 
that there was any reafonable jealoufy of a War, ic 
was never in the King’s Power to mend the condition 
„ of any of thofe places ; and if he had attempted it , 
with what caution or fecrecy foever, the inconve- 
nience he mud have fu (fain ed by it, befides the fail- 
ing of his end , would have been much greater than 
the Advantage which could have accrued , if he had 
done what he defired. I have very ill deferibed the 
times We have parted through , if That be not appa- 
rent ; and that it was rather an Error of the former 
* times , that thofe places needed any Supply, than 
that it was not applied to them in the fucceeding. 
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The Parliament was very glad Plymouth was thus book 
fecured ; and , as well to put an obligation upon all vn. 
Corporations, by fhowing they thought them capable 
of the greateft Trufts, as becaufe they could not, 
in truth, more reafonably Confide in any other, 
they committed the Government thereof to that 
Mayor; who was well enough inftrudted, what ref- 
pedt to pay to their Cbmmittee ; which was appoin. 
ted to refide there for his Aftiftance , and to condutft 
the Affairs in thofe parts. Of that Committee, Sir 
Alexander Carew was one ; a Gentleman of a good 
Fortune in Cornwal , who ferved in Parliament as 
Knight for that County, and had , from the begin- 
ning of the Parliament, concurred in all conclufions 
with the mod Violent, with as full a Teftimony of 
that Zeal and Fury, to which their Confidence was 
applied, as any Man. To Him the Cuftody and 
Government of that Fort, and Ifland, which was 
looked upon as the Security of the Town , was com- 
mitted ; and a fufficient Garrifon put into it. The 
MayorCommanded the Caftle, and the Town, about 
which a Line was caft up of Earth , weak , and 
irregular. 

After the Battle of Stratton , and the King’s Forces 
prevailing fo far over the Weft , that Bri/lol was 
taken by them , and Exeter clofely Befieged , Sir 
Alexander Carew begun to think , his Ifland and Fort 
would hardly fecure his Eftate in Cornwal ; and un- 
derftood the Law fo well (for he had had a good 
Education) to know, that the fide he hadchofen, 
would be no longer the Better, than it fhould conti- 
nue the Stronger ; and having originally followed 

X 4 


1 

l 



V- 


Digitized by Google 



I 


THE HISTORY 


book no other Motives, than of Popularity and Interefts , v 
VII. refolved now to redeem his Errors ; and found means 
to correfpond with feme of his old Friends and 
Sir Alexander Neighbours in Cornwai , and by them, to make a. 
Ca J W 'niti direct Overture to Surrender that Fort and Ifland to 
the Fort of the King, upon an Alfurance of his Majefty’s Pardon, 
Plymouth to and a full rcmiiGon of his Offences. Sir John Berkeley , 
Fo^rVut j, who then lay be foie Exeter, was the next fupreme 
furjiniett Officer, qualified to entertain fuch a Treaty; and 
He, inflamly , by the fame Conveyance, returned 
him as Ample Affurimce ol his own Conditions as 
could be; with advice, “ that he fhould not, upon 
“ any defect offorms (which, upon his engagement, 

K fhould be fupplied with all poflible expedition, 

“ to his own fatisfadion ) defer the confummating 
w the work; which hereafter, poffibly, might not 
** be in his power to effed defigns of that Nature 
being to be confulted and executed together ; for in 
thofe cafes , according to Mutianus in Tacitus , Qui 
delibcrant , defeiverunt ; and the greateft danger at- 
tends the not going on. But he was fo fottilbly, and 
dangeroufly wary of his own Security (having nei- 
ther Courage enough to obey his Confcience, nor 
Wickedncfs enough to be profperous againfl it) that 
he would not proceed ..till he was fufficiently affured 
that his Pardon waspaffed the Great Seal of England ; 
before which time, though all imaginable hafte was 
made , by the Treachery of a Servant whom he truf- 
ted, his Treaty and Defign was difeovered to the 
■ Mayor, and the reft of the Committee ; and, accord, 
ing to the diligence ufed by that Party, in cafes of 
fuch concernment, he was fuddeoly , and without 
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refinance, furprifed in his Fort, and carried Prifoner boos 
into Plymouth ; and from thence , by Sea , fent to vii. 
London ; where what became of him , will be remem- 
bered in it’s place. 

Shortly after this accident, Colonel Digby came 
before the Town; and though the great damage 
was by this means prevented , yet it cannot be ima- 
gined , but the People were in great diffraction , 
with the apprehenfion of the danger they had efca- 
ped ; and thofe difeoveries bring always that Me- 
lancholy with them , that Men are not quickly again 
brought to a confidence in one another. For no Man 
bad, to common underftanding , better deferved to 
be trufled , or given lefs Argument for Sufpicion : 

And upon fuch a defection , whocould hope to ftand 
free from jealoufy ? Befides he could not but have i 

had much familiarity with many in the Town, which 
mud fubjedt them to fome Sufpicion, or, at lead, 
make them fufpedt that they were fufpe&ed ; and 
without doubt, it awakened many to apprehend the 
immediate hand of God in the Judgment, that he 
would notfuffer a Man to recover the Security, and 
Comfort of his Allegiance , who had fo fignally de- 
parted from it againft the light of his own Confcience; 
and that a Man, who had been before precipitate 
againft all reafon , fiiould perifli by confidering to® 
much, when precipitation was only reafonable. 

The fame of the winning of Exeter , by which a 
Victorious Armv was at liberty to vifit them , and 
then the lofs of Mount-Stamjord , which was their only 
confiderable Fortification to the Land, with thofe 
other difcoropolure* , wrought a wonderful confter- 
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book nation amongft them ; and made them confider, that 
VII. if they could hold out ; and defend their Town , the 
Country being all loft, they muft lofe all their Trade, 

" and fo from Merchants become only Soldiers; 

which was not the condition they contended for. 
lnfomuch as the Mayor himfelf was not without a 
propenfity to fend for a Treaty, upon which the 
Town might be delivered to the King : and it was 
by many then believed, that if Prince Maurice had 
then marched from Exeter before it , that Treaty 
would infallibly have enfued. Put, when l fay it 
was an error that he did Not , I intend it rather as a 
Misfortune than a Fault ; for his Highnefs was an 
utter ftranger in thofe parts ; and therefore was not, 
without great appearance of reafon, perfuaded firft 
to bend his courfe to Dartmouth ; which was looked 
upon “as an eafy work, and a Harbour, which, , 
ec being got, would draw a very good Trade: and 
“ that fhort work being performed, Plymouth would 
“ have the lefs Courage to make refiftance ; and if 
“ it fhould , it were much fitter for the Winter f 
** which was now drawing on ( for it was more than 
“ the middle of September ) “than the other, by 
“ reafon of the conveniency of good accommodation 
“ for the Soldiers, near about it; which could not 
** be had about Dartmouth." 

Upon thefe reafons, he marched diredly to Dart- 
mouth ; which , how unfit foever to make a Defence 
againft fuch an Army, by the difadvantage of Situa- 
tion , and the want of all thofe helps which ufe to 
make a Garrifon confident , he found in no temper 
and difpofition to yield ; fo that he fat do wn before it. 
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And fhortly after, there came fo violent a Seafon book 
of Rain , and foul Weather, that very many of his vil. 
Men, with lying on the ground, fell fick, and died ; Prince M»u- 
and more, runaway. Yet, after near a Month’s bXreoTrT" 
Siege, and the lofs of many good Men ( whereof the mouth ; and 
fame Colonel Chudleigh , of whom W e fpoke before, tab “ 
was one, a Gallant young Gentleman, who received 
a fhot with a Mufquet in the Body , of which he 
died within few days , and was a wonderful lofs to 
the King’s Service) it was.given up on fair conditions ; 
and then the Prince , having placed a Garrifon there, 
under the Command of Colonel Seymour , a Gentle- 
man of principal account and intereft in Devon/hire , 
loft no more time, but with all convenient expedi- 
tion , marched to Plymouth; which was not now in 
the State it had been ; for the Parliament being quick- 
ly informed , how terrible an impreffion the lofs of 
almoft all other Parts of the Weft, had made upon 
the Spirits of that People , had before this time fent a 
recruit of five hundred Men , and a Scotch Officer 
to be Governor; who eafed the Mayor of that une- 
qual Charge, and quickly made it evident, that 
nothing but a peremptory defence was thought of. 

So the Prince fat down before it with an Army sin down 
much inferior, after he had joined with Colonel btfore 
T)igby , to that with which he had marched from fa/e? 0 '* 11 ^ 
Exeter to Dartmouth ; yet with much confidence to 
reduce that Town, before the Winter fhould be over. 

Though the King’s Succefs, and good Fortune, , 
had met with a check in the relief of Glocefier, and 
the Battle of Newbury, yet his condition feemed 
mightily improved by the whole Summer’s Service. 

For whereas he feemed before confined , upon the 
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■ o o K matter, within 0.r/brr^7nVe, and half Berhjhirc, (which 
vii. half was loft too upon the lofs of Reading in the 
Spring) and the Parties which appeared for him in 
other Counties, feemed rather fufficient to binder a 
general Union againft him, than that they were like 
to reduce them to his devotion ; he was now, upon 
the matter, Mafter of the whole W eft ; Cornwal was 
his own without a Rival; Plymouth was the only 
place, in all Devon/hire , unreduced ; and thofe Forces 
fliut within their own Walls: the large, rich County 
of Somerfel , with Bri/lol, entirely His: In Dorfet. 
J lure , the Enemy had only too little filher-Towns, 
Poole and Lyme ; all the reft was declared for the King. 
And in every of thefe Counties, he had plenty of 
Harbours and Ports, to fupply him with 'Ammuni- 
tion, and the Country with Trade. In Willjhire the 
Enemy had not the lead footing, and rather a Town 
or two in Hampjhire than any pofieflion of the 
County; that People being generally undevoted to 
them: The whole Principality of Wales, except a 
Sea-Town or two in Pembroke fhire, was at his devo- 
tion ; and that unfortunately obftinate Town of Glo - 
cejler only kept him from commanding the whole 
Severn. The Parliament was nothing ftronger in 
Shropjhire, Chejkire, and Lancajhire, than they were 
in the beginning of the year. And albeit the Marquis 
of New-Cajlle had been forced to rife as unfortunately 
from Hull, as the King had been from Glocefier , yet 
he had ftill a full power over Torkjhire , and a greater 
in Nottingham/hire, and Lincoln/hire, than the Par- 
liament had. So that he might be thought to be now 
i ' ftrong enough to make War; the contrary opinion 
whereof had been one ®f the greateft reafons that 
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there was no Peace. And therefore Many believed, book 
that, what appearance foever there was of obftinacy, VH. 

the Winter would produce fome Overtures of Ac- 
commodation; and that all the noife of preparation 
from Scotland, was only to incline the King to the 
greater condefcenfions ; and that, in truth, they who 
had pretended the concurrent defire of the People, 
as the bell reafon for whatfoever they had propofed, 
and traduced the King with a purpofe of bringing 
Foreign Forces to awe, and impofe upon his own 
Subjeds, would not now have the hardinefs to bring 
in a ftronger Nation to invade their Country, and to 
compel that People, by whofe Affedions they would 
be thought to be guided, to fubmit to Changes they 
had no mind to receive. And the Arrival of the 
Count oi Harcourt , as Extraordinary Ambaffador The Caunt 
from the Crown of France, was looked upon as an of Harcourt 

j* _ 1 arrives Am. 

expedient to ulher in fome Treaty, and to remove baflador fr»m 
thofe ceremonies, and preliminary Proportions, *«»'«• 
which, by reafon of the mutual Declarations, and 
Proteftations againft each other, might be thought 
of greater difficulty, than any real differences be- 
tween them. 

The King himfelf was not without expedation of 
notable Effeds from this Embafly; for the State of 
France feemed to be much altered from what it was 
atthe beginningof thefe Troubles. Cardinal Richelieu, 
who, the King well knew,, had more than fomented 
the Troubles both in England , and Scotland, wa* 
now dead ; and the King of France himfelf likewife; 
and thofe old Minifters of State who had been long 
in the Bajtile, or Banifhed, were now fet a liberty, 
and recalled, and in favor ; the Queen-Mother made 
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book Regent; who profePfijd great perfonal kindnefs to 
vii. the Queen of England, and fo great a fenfe of the in- 
dignities the K^ng and She fuflered, that fhe feemed 
fenfible. that France had contributed too much to 
them, and to think, that the Intereft, as well as 
Honor of that Crown, was concerned to buoy up 
the Monarchy of England-, with intimations, “that 
“ the King himfelf fhould direct, what way he would 
“ be fcrved by that Crown. ” The firft Evidence 
they gave of meaning as they faid, was the revocation 
of Monfieur laFerte Senneterre , the Ambaflador then 
Refident in England-, who had contracted a wonder- 
ful familiarity with the fierceft .Managers of the Par- 
liament, and done the King all imaginable diflervice ; 
infomuch as he had induftrioufly perfuaded fome 
Engli/Ii Priefts, andjefuits, to engage thofe of the 
Romifh perfuafion, by no means to aflift the King; 
with a full afiurance, “that the Parliament would 
“ allow them Liberty of Confcience. ” IhisMinifter 
his Majefty defired might be recalled; which was 
not only fuddenly done, but a private intimation 
likewife given to Our Queen, “ that She fhould no- 
“ minate, what Perfon was to be employed in his 
“ place; who fhould wholly guide himfelf by Her 
“ Inftru&ions: ” and her Majefty was led to make 
choice of Monfieur le Comte d'Harcourt , one of the 
principal Perfons of that Kingdom, being a Prince 
of the Houfe of Lorraine , and fo allied ro the King, 
and Grand Efcuyer; and had been their late fortunate 
General in Catalonia, where he had given the Spaniards 
the greateft Defeat they had received; which was 
not thought an unfeafonable Qualilication in an Am- 
baffador whole buftnefs was to mediate a Peace. 
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His Reception atLondon was with much folemnity, boor 
that he might not find there was any abfence of Cere- vil. 
mony or State, by the abfence of the King; yet 
when he had a fafe Condudfor Oxford , his Carriages 
were flopped at the going out of London , and his 
own Coach, as well as all other places, fearched with 
great and unufual rudenefs, upon fufpicion that he 
carried Letters ; and though he expoflulated the Af- 
front, as a high violation of his Honor, and Privi- 
lege, he received no manner of reparation, or the 
Officer, that did it, any reprehcnfion ; which made 
many believe, that he would have been very keen 
in the refentment. The Kingexpeded that, by this 
AmbafTador, the Crown of France would have made 
a brifk Declaration on his Majefty’s behalf; and if 
the Parliament (hould not return to their regular 
Obedience, that they fiiould have found no corre- 
fpondence, or reception in that Kingdom ; and that 
they would really affift his IVlajefly, in fuch a man- 
ner as he fliould propofe ; which Declaration, he 
thought, would prove -of moment with the City of 
London , in refped of theirTrade ; but more with the 
Scots, who were underflood to have an efpecial de- 
pendance upon France. 

When the AmbafTador returned from his Audience 
at O.xjord , where he flayed not many days, he fent 
a paper to the Earl of Northumberland , by which he 
defired his Lordfhip, “ to impart to the IVItffieurs 
“ of Parliament, that he had made known to their 
“ Majeflics, the Affedionate defire the King his 
“ Mafler, and the Oueen his Miflrefs, had to con- 
“ tribute all good Offices, in the procurement of 
“ Peace, and Tranquillity in this Kingdom; t« 
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B o 0 K “ which he found the defires of their Majcfties well 
VII. ** difpofed; and therefore he defired to know, whe- 
“ ther his Lordlhip thought the two Houfes did cor- 
“ refpond in the fame intention; if they did, after 
“ they fliould make him underftand the Subjed that 
“ had obliged them to take up Arms, he would in- 
“ terpofe to pacify the differences, by fuch expe- 
“ dients, as fhould be moft conformable to the an- 
" cient Laws, and Cuftoms of the Realm.” 

After the Karl of Northumberland had informed the 
Houfe of Peers of this reprefentation, it was, at a 
Conference, imparted to the Houfe of Commons, 
and an Anfwer wa$ framed by joint agreement, to 
be returned by the Earl of Northumberland to the ' 
Ambaflador. In the form of it, they gave him 
the Title of Prince of Harcourt , and Grand Efcuyer 
ef France ; but omitted that of Extraordinary Am- 
bajfador in England, becaufe it did not appear to the 
Parliament, by Letters of Credence, or the fight of 
his Inftrudions from the King, or Queen Regent of 
France , that he was by them employed Extraordinary 
Ambaffador into England. 

The Anfwer itfelf was, “ that the Lords and Com- 
“ raons in Parliament did, with all due Refpeds, 

“ accept of the Affedionate defires of the King, and 
“ Queen- Regent of France , to contribute good 
“ Offices, towards the procuring a happy Peace; 

“ and that, when the faid Monfieur le Prince d’ Har- 
** court fhould make any fuch Propofitions to the 
“ Parliament, by Authority from their Majeftics of 
“ France , they would give then fuch an Anfwer to 
“ the fame, as might ftand with the lntereft of both 
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“ Kingdoms, and their late folemn League and Co- book 
“ venant.” The Lords propofed, “ that there might VII* 

“ be a Committee appointed to Treat with the Am* 

“ baflador:” But the Commons would by no means 
confent to it, “ till he fhould make it manifefl, that 
“ he had .Authority from his Mailer ro Treat with 
“ the Parliament;” and withal they declared, “that 
“ if he had, at any time, any thing farther to offer 
“ to them, they would not receive it from any par- 
“ ticular Member of either Houfe; but that he 
“ fhould apply himfelf by writing, or otherwife, to 

the Speaker of either, or both Houfes of Parlia- 
“ ment; otherwife, they would hold no correfpon- 
“ dence with him. ’’ The ground of this re folution 
was, that they might draw from the Ambafladof 
(which thtey prefumed could not be without the 
Privity, and Approbation of the King) an Addrefs, 
and Acknowledgment that they were a Parliament, 
againfl the Freedom whereof, and confequently the 
prefent Being, his Majefty had , by his late Procla- 
mation, declared. So the Ambafiador, after a Journey 
of - two to Oxford, and fome perfundlory Addreffes to witti- 
the Houfes, returned to France, re infeda, and without ctlnibt 
the leafl exprellion of difiike, on his Mailer’s behalf, Kins, 
of their proceedings. 

Some were fcrupulous in believing that trance 
really intended to repair the mifchief it had done ; and 
obferved, that though there were fome plaufible 
compliances, in point of Ceremony, with particular 
Perfons, after the death of the former Cardinal ; yet, 
that the main Counfels were carried on upon the 
Rules and Direiflions he had left; and that the Car. 
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dinal Mazarin , a Perfon who had been of the higheft 
truft with the other, wholly now prefided over 
thofe Counfels ; and confidered, how much France 
might imagine it would conduce to their lntereft, that 
the King of England fhould not have all his Subjects 
in perfed Obedience , left he might offer to be an Ar- 
biter of their great differences: I fay, thefe Men 
believed Count Harcourt’ s Inftrudions privately 
were no other, than the laft Ambaffador’s ; whom 
the King had caufed to be recalled. And it cannot be 
denied, that they who were inclined to that jealoufy, 
had arguments enough to increafe it. 

When this Extraordinary Ambaffador was ap- 
pointed to come for England , Mr. Mountague was in 
the Court of France, very much trufted by both their 
Majefties , and by his Quality , and near relation to 
fo greata Truft, his long converfatiori in that Court, 
and a fingular dexterity in his Nature, adorned with 
excellent Parts, was thought to have a very good 
place in the favor, and particular eftimation of that 
Queen-Regent, and in the opinion of the Cardinal; 
to whom he had been ufeful. With this Gentleman 
moftof the conclufions had been tranfaded , which 
were preparatory to the Ambaffador’s Journey ; and 
it was thought fit, that He ftiould at the fame time 
come into England-, and, in fuch a difguife, as might 
eafily conceal a Man better known in France iha.n in 
his own Country, in the Ambaffador’s Train, find 
a fafe paffage to Oxford ; which was carried with fo 
much fecrecy , that , befides to the Ambaffador him- 
felf, he was known to very few of his Retinue. The 
Count of Harcourt was not Landed four-and-twenty 
hours , but in his Journey towards London , a Mef- 
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fenger from the Parliament apprehended Mr .Maun- book 
lague , 'and carried him a Prisoner to the Houfes ; by vil. 
whom he was committed to the Tower, and though 
the AmbafTador made a great (how of refenting it , he 
never claimed him in fuch a manner as to procure his 
Enlargement; which made Men believe, the Car- 
dinal liked well his confinement , and defired not he 
fhould be either at Oxford or Paris. 

At the Ambaffador’s firft coming to Oxford, after 
general Overcures, and Declarations of the refolution 
of thatCiyown, “ to give his Majefty all poflible Aflift- 
** ance for his re-eftablifhment,” he propofed a League 
Offenfive and Defenfive with the King. His Ma- 
jefty , that knew well fuch an Offer was not to be re- 
ceded , left they fhould from thence take an occafion 
to refufe thofe things he fhould propofe, appointed a 
Committee of his Council (according to theufual 
Courfe) toTreat with the Ambaffador,upon all necef- 
fary Articles, which fhould attend fuch a Treaty; 
declaring an Inclination to enter into fuch a League as 
was propofed; and thereupon defired “ a prefentLoati 
<£ of Money, and a fupply of a good proportion of 
“ Arms, and Ammunition; and likewife that the 
“ Crown of France would declare againft the Subjeds 
“ of England , and Scotland, who fhould perfift in 
“ Rebellion; according to an Article ratified in the 
“ laft Treaty now in force. 

The Ambaffad or , who it feems , expeded that 
there fhould have been more paufesin the Overture 
of the League Offenfive and Defenfive , for the pre- 
fent declined the Treating with the Committee; 
alledging ; “ tl\at he was, upon the matter, a Mimftcr 
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book “ of both their Majefties ; and was to receive Com* 
VII. “ rnand fiom them , and wholly to attend their Ser* 

“ vice; and therefore that he defired wholly to com- 
** municate with their Majefties themfelves and 
ihortly after waved any further mention of the League, 
with an affected compliment, “ that it would not ap- 
“ pear a generous thing, to prefs the King to any A<fk 
“ in this his dillrefs , which he had made fcruple of 
“ confenting to heretofore, when the Fortune of 
“ both Ciowns were equally Profperous : but that 
“ his IV1 ifter and Miftrefi, would frankly contribute 
“ ail that could be reafonably expected from them , 

“ toward* his Majefty’s Reftoration, and Eftablifh- 
“ ment;and afterw.trdsexpe&fuch a return of Affec- 
“ tion from his IVlajefty , as the greatnefs of the ob- < 
“ ligation fhould merit in his Princely eftimation.” 
And at the fame time, the Queen- Regent and Car- 
dinal poficively denied to the Lord Goring, Ambaf- 
fador Extraordinary then from his Majefty in France, 
that ever the Count of Harcourt had any lnftrudion to 
mention a League Offenfivc and Defenfive. Thefe 
particular carriages , and his not refenting the Indig- 
nities, offered to him by the Parliament, made many 
Men believe, that this Ambaffador, notwithftanding 
all thelpecious profeflions, was fent rather to foment, ‘ 
than extiaguifbthe fire that was kindled. Certain it 
is, during his flay in England, he did not, in the leafl 
degree, advance the King’s Service ; and at his return, 
left the Parliament more united amongft themfelves 
againfl the King, and the Scots more advanced to- 
wards their coming in , than he found them; there 
being at the fame time likewife a French Agent in 
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Scotland-, who produced no alteration in the Affec- book 
tions of that People, to the King’s Advantage. Vli. 

The return of the three Earls , formerly mention- 
ed, to London in the Winter, who fo l'olemn'y ap- 
plied themfelvestotheKinginthe Spring, contributed 
exceedingly to the Union of the two Houfes at Wejl - 
minfler. '1 he other two flayed longer;, and retired 
■with much more decency, if not with a tacit per. 
million. But the Earl of Holland , when he faw his 
place in the Bed Chamber conferred upon the Mar. 
quis of Hertjord , in much difcontent , found an op- 
portunity , which was not difficult, to remove out 
of the King’s Quarters ; and before he was miffed at 
Oxford, Intelligence was brought that he had render- 
ed himfdf to the Parliamentat London ; and to make 
his recurn the more confcientious , he declared, as 
hath been faid , “ that the ground of his deferting 

them formerly, and going to the King, was a 
“ hope to incline his Majefty to a Treaty of Peace; 

“ but that he found he was miflaken in the temper. 

of the Ox/brd-Counfels ; and that the King had flill 
“ about him fome Counfellors, who would never 
" confenttoafafe, and well grounded Peacejand that 
“ he heard they had perfuaded the King, to make a 
“ Ccffation with the Rebels in Ireland-, which affected 
“ his Confcience fo much, that, though he had been 
“ fnre to have loft his Life by it, he would return 
“ to the Parliament;” profeffiug exemplary Fidelity 
to them , if they would again receive him into their 
Favor. 

It may be, his difeourfe of Ireland , or the King’s 
averfenefs to Peace, wrought upon very few; but the 
Evidence of .he King’s averfion fo far to forgive, and 
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BOOB forget former Trefpaffes, as to receive them into 
vii. Favor and Trull again, made a deep impreflion upon 
many. For it is undoubtedly true, that many of the 
principal and governing Members of both Houfes , 
that is, of them who had governed, and done as much 
mifehief as any , either out of apprehenfion that the 
King would prevail, or that They Ihould not prevail 
foon enough, or the animofity againft thofe who had 
outgrown their Government, and followed new 
Leaders of their own, and to other ends than had 
been originally propofed, or out of fome motions of 
Confcience, were quite weary of the Parliament, 
and defirous to obtain a fair admiflion to the King ; 
and looked only upon the footing which thofe Doves 
which went fir ft out of the Ark, fhouldfind; and 
furely, il that expedient had been dexteroufly ma- 
naged, it had been the mod probable way to have 
drawn the Parliament into fuch contempt, that it muft 
have fallen of itfelf : Away, that in no Civil War, 
which is arrived to any vigor and power of contend- 
ing, ought to be declined. Fora Body, that is not 
formed by Policy , with any avowed and fixed Prin- 
ciples of Government, but by the diftempered Affec- 
tions , Ambition, and Difcontentof particular Per- 
fons, who rather agreeagainft a common Adverfary, 
than are united to one juft Interell , cannot fo eafily 
be diffolved, as by Treating with particular Per- 
fons, and rending thofe Branches from the Trunk, 
whofe beauty and advantage confrfls only in the 
fpreading. 

The reafons were unanfwerable , which the old . 
Conful Fabius in Livy y Lib. 24. gave, in the Cafe of 
C affius A/tinius, who after the Defeat of Canne, defers 
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ed the Romans and fled to Hannibal , by which he b o o k 
got the City of Arpos ; and when the Condition of vii. 
the Romans was again recovered and flourilhing, 
came again to the Roman Army, and offered to berray 
that City into their hands. Many were of opinion, 
tl that he fhould be looked upon as a Common 
“ Enemy; and bound, and fent to Hannibal , as a 
“ perfidious Perfon , who knew neither how to be a 
“ friend, nor an Enemy.” Fabins reprehended the 
tinfeafonable feverity of thofe who confidered , and 
judged in medio ardorc belli , tanquam in pace libera , 
and told them, “ that their principal care muft be , 

“ that none of their Friends and allies might forfake 
“ them; the next, that they who had forfaken them, 

“ might return again into their Obedience, and Pro- 
“ tedion : For, Ji abire a Romanis liceat, redire ad eo$ 

“ non liceat, it could not be , but the State of Rome, 

“ from which, in the late misfortunes , many had 
“ revolted , muft become very defperate. 

Such was the King’s condition, the Number of 
the Guilty being fo muchfuperior to the innocent, 
that the latter could reafonably exped only to be 
preferved by the converfion and redudion of the 
former. Neither did the King not forefee, or abhor 
this expedient ; but the temper and fpirit of the time 
was fo averfe from the Stratagem, that it was evident'^ 
his prefent lofs would be as great , by pradifing it, as 
his future advantage was like to improve by it.What- 
foever damage his Majefty fuftained , that unfortu- 
nate Earl received no acknowledgment, or encou- 
ragement from the other Party,who had the benefit of 
his return ; but as his Eftate was fequcftercd as foon 
as he left them , fo he was now committed to Prifon, 
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* ° o K anH that fequeftration continued ; neither was it, in « 

. loi, S time aftcr > ‘-iker, cff nor himfelf ever after ad- 
nutcerl to his place in their Council, notwitbftanding 
a. the mtercelfion of very powerful Friends, or to 
any reputation of doing farther good or hurt. 

Certainly, there muff be thought to be forae ex- 
traordinary difltkc, in the very primary Laws of 
INature, of luch tergiverfation and inconftancy; fince 
We fcarce find , in any Story, a Dcferter of a Truft, 
or arty, he once adhered to, to be long prolperous, 
or m any eminent Lftimation with thole~to whom he 
re forts ; t.iough , in the change , there may appear 

evident ArgumriKscf rcafon and juftice: neiiherhath ‘ 

it been in the power, or psrogative of any Authority, 

topi h i \ e !ut.h Alen from the reproach, and jealoufy, 
and lean dal., that naturally attends upon any Defec- 
i Sim. s». t. tJon : 1 have not jound evil in t/iee , fince the day of thy 
comm? unto we , unto this day ; neverthelefs, the Lords 
favor t h e util-, was the profefTion of King Achijh, when 
he dum fieri David himfelf from marching with the 
Army of the Phi ii /lines ; and that expoftulation of 
thole Lords., wherewith Jhould he reconcile himfelj unto 
his Majler? fhbuld it not be with the Heads ojthejc Men ? , 
will be always an Argument to.raifeadiltruifofthofe 
fjfcwho have eminently quitted their Party, And the 
. . judgment of Fabius himfelf, which We touched be- 
foie, of Cn ffius Altinius, was not much in theirfavor; 
for, though he reprehended the Propofition offending 
him to Hannibal , yet he concluded , ‘‘ that he would 
“ have no trpft repofed in him, but that he fliould be 
* kept in fafe cuflody , with Liberty to do any thing 
‘‘ butgoaway, till the War was ended ; tumcon/uL 
“ tandum , utrum defcHio prior plus meriia fu panne, art 
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“ hie reditus venie.” As it falls out thus in Civil Affairs, book 
and the breach of Moral obligations, fo it happens in vH. 
fpiritua! defe&ion, and alterations in Religion :for a*, 
among the Jews, the Profelytes were civilly and chari- 
tably treated, without upbraidings or reproaches; yet 
it was provided, “ that no Profely te fhould be eligible 
into the Court of their Sanhedrim ; and in their very 
converfation, they had a caution of them; V 'el added, 
mam ujque generationemd Projelytis cave, was an A pho- 
rifm amongft them. And ourownobfervationand ex- 
jperience. can give Usfew examples of Men who have 
changed their Religion , and not fallen into jealoufy 
and diftruft, or difreputation, even with thofe with , 
whom they fide; that have made their future life lefs 
pleafant, and dclightfome ; which , it may be, hap- 
pens only becaule We have rare infiances of Men of 
extraordinary parts, or great minds who have en- 
tertained thofe Convcrfions. 

The Lords and Commons were all now of a mind, 
and no other contention amongft them, than who 
fhould moft advance the power which was to fup- 
prf fs the King’s : new and ftri&cr Orders were made x 
for the general taking the Covenant; and an Ordi- 
nance, “ that no Man fhould be in any Office, or 
M Truft in their Armies, or the Kingdom , or of the 
“ Common-Council of London, or fhould have a 
“ Voice in the Election of thole Officers , butfuch 
“ who had taken the Covenant; nor even they who 
“ had taken the Covenant, if they had been formerly 
‘ imprifoned, 01 fequeftered for fufpicion of Malig- 
nancy, or adhering to the King.” And that they 
plight as we 11 provide for their Sovereign Jurifdidion ' 

jp Civil matters, as their fecurity in Martial, they 
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book again refumed the confideration of the Great Seal of 
VII. England The Commons had often preffed the Houfe 
of Peers to concur with them, “ in the making a 
“ New Great Seal ; as the proper Remedy againft 
“ the mifchiefs, which, by the abfence of it, had 
“ befallen the Common wealth; declaring, “ that 
the Great Seal of England, of right, ought to 
“ attend upon the Parliament in which the Peers 
as often -refufed to join with them, being (lartled 
at the Statute of the 25' h of Edw. the l li. by which, 
the counterfeiting the Great Seal of England is, in 
exprefs terms , declared to be High-Treafon ; and it 
had been in all times before underftood to be the 
foie property of the King, and not of the Kingdom, 
and abfolutely in the King’s own difpofal , where it 
fliould be kept, or where it (hould attend. 

The Commons This diffent of the Lords hindered not the bufi- 
B°oIrt* seal : ne ^ s l the Commons frankly Voted, “ that a Seal 

TheLord« “ Ihould be provided,” and accordingly took Order 

with'them that one was Engraven , and brought into their 

Houfe, according to the fame Size and Effigies , and 
nothing differing from that which the Kmgufed at 
Oxford. Being in this readinefs , and obferving the 
Lords to be lefs fcrupulous than they had been, about 
the middle of November they fent again to them, to 
let them know , “ they had a Great Seal ready , 
“ which (hould be put into the Cuftody of fuch 
“ Perfons, as the two Houfes (hould appoint , and 
“ if they would name Tome Peers, a proportionable 
** Number of the other Body (hould join in the exe- 
cuting that Truft. ” All objedtions were now 
paffed over, and without any hefitation their Lord- 
(hips not only concurred with them to have a Seal 
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in their own difpofal, but in a Declaration and Or- b 
dinance; by, which they declared , “all Letters- Pa- 
“ tent, and Grants made by the King, and palled 
“ the Great Seal of England , after the 22 l1 of May in 
“ the year 1642. (which was the day the Lord 
“ Keeper left the Houfe, and went with the Great 
Seal to York to the King ) to be invalid, and void 
t( in' Law ; and henceforward, that their own Great 
“ Seal Ihould be of the like force, power, and va- 
lidity,.to all intents and purpofes, as any Great 
<l Seal of England had been, or ought to be; and that 
“ whofoever, after publication of that Ordinance, 

“ ffiould pafs any thing under any other Great S al , 

“ or (hould claim any thing thereby , fhould be held 
“ and adjudged a public Enemy to the State. 

At the fame time , the Earls of Rutland and B/tllin- 
brook , of the Peers, Mr. Saint .John (whom they itill 
entitled the King’s Solicitor-General, though his Ma- 
jefty had revoked his Patent, and conferred that 
Office upon Sir Thomas Gardner ; who had fcrved 
him faithfully, and been put out of his Kecoider’s 
place of London , for having fo done) Serjeant Wilt 
(who, being a Serjeant at Law, had with moll con- 
fidence averred their legal power to make a Seal) Mr. 
Brown , and Mr. Prideaux, two private Pradlifers of 
the Law, were nominated “ to have the keeping, 

** ordering, and difpoling of it, and all fuch, and the 
“ like Power and Authority, as any Lord-Chan- 
“ cellor, or Lord-Keeper, or Commiffioner of the 
“ Great. Seal, for the time being, had Had, ufed, or 
“ ought to have. ” The Earl of Rutland was fo 
modcft, as to think himfelf not fufficiently qualified 
for fuch a Trqft j and therefore excufed himfelf in 
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k point of Confciencc: Whereupon they nominated, 
in his Room, the Earl of Kent, a Man of far meaner 
parts, who readily accepted the place. 

The Seal then was delivered , in the Houfe of 
Commons, to their Speaker ; and by Him, with 
much foiemnity, the Houfe attending him, to the 
Speaker of the Peers, at the Bar in that Houfe. The 
fix Comminioners were then, in the prefence of both 
Houfes, foiemnly fworn “ to execute the Office of 
“ Keepers of the Great-Seal of England , in all things 
“ according to the Orders, and Directions of both 
<£ Houfes of Pai liament.’’ And thereupon the Seal 
was delivered by the two Speakers to them, who 
carried it, according to Order, to the Houfe of the 
Clerk of the Parliament, in the old Palace; where it 
was kept locked up in a Cheft ; which could not be 
opened but in the prefence of three of them, and with 
three feveral Keys. This work being over, they 
appointed, for the firfl excrcife of this kind of So- 
vereignty, a Patent to be fealed to the Earl of War- 
wick, of Lord High -Admiral of England ; which 
was done accordingly ; by which many concluded, 
that the Earl of Northumberland , who had been put 
put of that great Office, for Their fakes, was not 
reflored to their full confidence ; others, that he de- 
fired not to wear Their Livery. 

About the fame time, to fliow that they would be 
Abfolute, and not joint Sharers in the Sovereign 
Power, they gave an Inftance of boldnefs mingled 
with cruelty, that made them appear very terrible. 
The King had publifhed feveral Proclamations, for 
the Adjournment of the Term from London to Ox- 
Jord, which had been, hitherto frmtlcfs, for want of 
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the neceflary Legal form of having the Writs read BOOK 
in Court; fo that the Judges at Oxford , who were VJi. 
ready to perform their Duty, could not regularly 
keep the Courts there ; which elfe they would have 
done, notwithftanding the Order and Declarations 
publiflied by the two Houfes to the contrary ; they 
who were learned in the Law , believing that 
Aflumption to be unqueftionably out of their jurif- 
didion. Th^fe Writs of Adjournment had never yet 
been delivered feafonably, to be read in Court, or 
into the hands of either of the fworn Judges who yet 
attended at IVeJhniuJler : of which there were three 
in Number, Juftice Bacon in the King’s Bench, Juftice 
Reeve in the Common- Pleas, and Baron Trevor in 
the Exchequer; who, how timorous foever, and 
apprehenfive of the power and feverity of the Par- 
liament, knowing the Law and their Duties, Men 
believed , would not have barefaced declined the 
execution of thofe Commands they were fworn to 
obferve. Several Mtflengers were therefore fentfrom 
Oxford with thofe Writs; and appointed , on, or be- 
fore fuch a day (for that circumftance was penal) 

“ to find an opportunity, to deliver the Writs into 
'* the hands of the feveral Judges.’’ Two of them 
performed their Charges, and delivered the Writs 
to Juftice Reeve, and Baron Trevor ; who immedi- 
ately caufed the Meflengers to be apprehended. f 

1 he Houfes, being informed of it, gave diredion, 

“ that they fliould be tried by a Council of War, as 
‘‘ Spies ; which was done at Ejfex Houfe.” The Mef- 
fengers alledged , “ that they were fworn Servants 
“ to his Majefty for the tranfadion of thofe Ser. 

“ vices, for which they were now accufed; an«i 
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“ that they had been legally punifhable , if they had 
“ refufed to do their duties; the Terra being to be 
“ adjourned by no other way.” Notwithftanding all 
which, they were both condemned to be hanged as 
Spies; and that fuch a Sentence might not be thought 
to be only in terrorem , the two poor Men were , 
within few days after, carried to the old Exchange , 
where a Gallows was purpofely fet up; and there < 

one of them, one Daniel Kniveion , was without 
mercy executed; dying with another kind of Cou- 
rage than could be expedled from a Man of fuch 
condition and education , did not the Confcience of 
being Innocent beget a marvellous fatisfa&ion in 
Any condition. The other, after he had flood forae 
time upon, or under the Gallows, looking for the 
fame conclufion, was reprieved, and fent toBridewell; s 

where he was kept long after, till he made an Efcape, 
and returned again to Oxford. This Example begot 
great terror in all the well affe&ed about London , and 
fo much the more, becaufe, about the fame time, an 
Ordinance was made, “tbat.whofoever went to Ox - - 

K ford, or into any of the King’s Quarters, without 

* leave from one of the Houfes, or a Pafs from their 
** General, or whofoever had any correfpondence 

* with any Perfon in the King’s Quartets, by writ- 

* ing Letters , or receiving Letters , from thence, 

“ fhould be proceeded againftas a Perfon difaffedted 

* to the State; and his Perfon committed, and his 
" Eftate fequeftered ; and fhould be liable, according 

* to the cifcumftances (of which themfelves would 
“ be only Judges) to be tried as Spies. 

As this made them exceeding terrible to thofe who 
loved them not, fo, about the fame time, they 
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gave another Inftance of Severity, which rendered book 
their Government no lefs reverenced amongft their vn. 
Friends , and AfTociates. The brave Defence of Glo- rendering 
cejler , and the great Succefs that attended it , made 
the lofs of Bri/iol the more felt by the Parliament; butpardone* 
and confequently the delivery, and yielding it iip,^ 1 *. 0 *" 
the more liberally fpoken of, and cenfured. The 
which Colonel tiennes having not patience to bear, 
he defired , being a Member of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, and of a fwaying Intereft there, “that he 
“ might be put to give an Accountrof it , at a Court 
“ of War, which was the proper Judicature upon 
“ trefpafles of that Nature.” And in the mean time, 
he was powerful enough , upon fome collateral, and 
circumftantial paflages, to procure fome of the Chief 
who inveighed againft him , to be imprifoned , and 
reprehended. This begot greater Paflion and Animo- 
fity in the Perfons, that thought they fuffered un- 
juftly, and only by the Authority, and Intereft of 
the Colonel and his Father; which, by degrees, 
brought Fadtion into the Houfe «f Commons, and 
the Army , according to the feveral Affedlions and 
Tempers of Men. 

There were but two Profecutors appeared , ono 
Mr. IV alker , a Gentleman of Somerjet/liire , of a 
good Fortune, and, by the lofs of that, the more 
provoked ; who had been in the Town when it was 
loft , and had ftridtly obferved all that was done, or 
faid ; and the famous Mr. Pryn , who had at firft let 
hlmfelf into the difquifition of that bufinefs, out of 
the Adlivity, and reftlefTnefs of his Nature , and was 
afterwards fliarpened by contempt. Thefe two, under 
pretence of Zeal to the Kingdom, and thatfuchan 
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o ok irreparable damage to it mightnot pafs away without 
VII. due punilhment, undertook the profccution ; and 
boldly charged the Colonel with Cowardice, and 
Treachery ; and gave feveral Inftances of great and 
high profeffions. , and performances faint, and not 
anfwerable ; with fome mixtures of pride , and love 
of Money , throughout the Courfe of his Govern- 
ment. Colonel Fiennes , befidcs the credit and repu- 
tation of his Father, had a very good flock of cfli- 
mation in the Houfe of Commons upon his own 
fcore ; for truly he had very good parts of Learning, 
and Nature , and was privy to , and a great Manager 
in , the mofl fecret defigns from the beginning ; and 
if he had not incumbered himfelf with Command in 
the Army, to which Men thought his Nature not 
fo well difpofed, he had fure been fecond to none 
in thofe Councils , after Mr. Hambden's death. This 
made him too much defpife thofe who appeared his 
Adverfaries, and others whom he knew to be fuch, 
though they appeared not ( for he looked upon Sir 
William Waller asan Enemy, who, by his misfortune 
at Roundway- Down, having brought that florm upon 
Bri/lol, was induflrious to make the fecond lofs to 
be apprehended only as theeffed of the other's want 
of Courage, andCondud) and being fure . that he 
was very free from wifhing well to the King, he 
thought no defed would be farther imputed to him , 
than might well be anfwered by the having done hi* 
Befl; and that the eminency of his perfect Zeal agaiuft 
his Majefly, would weigh down all Objections of 
differvice to the Parliament. 

But notwithflanding all this, after a long and 
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folemn hearing before the Court of War, atSt .Albans, \ 
where the Earl of Ejjex then lay, which took up 
many days, he was condemned to lofe his head, 

“ for not having defended Brijlol fo well, and fo 
“ long, as he ought to have done.” And though he 
had afterwards a pardon for his life , granted to him 
by the Prerogative of the General , under his Hand 
and Seal , yet the infamy of the judgment could not 
be taken off ; by which he became unfit to continue 
an Officer of the Army ; and the fhame of it perfuaded 
him to quit the Kingdom ; fo that he went for fome 
time into Foreign Parts , retaining Bill the fame full 
difaffedion to the Government of the Church and 
State, and only grieved that he had a lefs capacity 
left to do hurt to either. Many looked upon this 
Example, as a foundation of great awe, and reve- 
rence in the Army, that the Officers might fee, that 
no Titles or Relations fhould be able to break through 
theftrid difcipline of War. For this Gentleman was 
a Perfon of fingular merit, and fidelity to the Party 
that he ferved , and of extraordinary ufe to them in 
thofe Counfels that required the beft underftandings. 
Others thought it an Ad of unadvifed feverity, to 
expofe fo eminent a Perfon , who knew all their In- 
trigues , upon the importunity of ufelefs and inconfi- 
derable Perfons, to infamy ; whilft others confidered 
it, as a judgment of Heaven upon a Man who had 
been fo forward in promoting the public Calamities: 
and no doubt, it increafed much the Fadions and 
Animofities, both in the Parliament, and the Army; 
and might have done them farther mifchief, if it had , 
not fallen on a Man fo thoroughly engaged, that n* 
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book Provocations could make him lefs of their Party, or 
VII. lefs concerned in their Confederacy. 

At this time , nothing troubled the King fo much 
as the Intelligence he received from Scotland , that 
they had already formed their Army, and refolved 
to enter England in the Winter- feafon. All his confi- 
dence , which he had founded there upon the Faith , 
and mod folemn Profeflions of particular Men, with- 
out whom the Nation could not have been corrup- 
ted , had deceived him to a Man : and he found the 
fame Men mod engaged againd him, who had, with 
mod folemnity, vowed all obedience to him. The cir- 
cumdance of the time made the danger of the Inva. 
fion the more formidable; fortheEarl of New-Cajlle t 
' lately created a Marquis, had been compelled with 
his Army, as much by the murmurs and indifpofi-' 
tion of the Officers, as by the Scafon of the Year, to 
quit his defign upon Hull, and to retire to Tori ; and 
the Garrifon of Hull had made many drong infalls 
into the Country, and Defeated fome of his Troops; 

. fo that the Scots were like to find a drong Party in 

that large County. However, the Marquis fent a 
good Body of Horfe towards the Borders, to wait 
their motion; and no fooner heard of their march. 
The Scott which begun in January, in a great Frod and Snow, 
enyrEngiand, t j ian himfelf marched into the Bifhopric of Durham 
to attend them. The particulars of all that Affair, 
and the whole Tranfadion of the Northern -parts, 
where the Writer of this Hidory was never prefent, 
nor had any part in thofe Counfels, are fit fora 
relation apart; which a more proper Perfon will 
employ himfclf in. 
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